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While the recent presidential election in Mali was relatively calm, the security situation in the 

North of Mali remains volatile. The situation in Mali and neighboring countries remains of great 

concern. Population movement, including the possible return of refugees and internally displaced 

persons (IDPs), is still unpredictable.  

 

In the first half of 2013 UNICEF has scaled-up treatment of children under 5 suffering from 

Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). Women and children affected by the crisis have benefited from 

improved access to clean water and health services. Regional collaboration has been 

established to align cross-border education and child protection programming. UNICEF requires 

ongoing support to maintain and scale-up humanitarian assistance for women and children.  
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Increased support is required to address the underlying causes of malnutrition. Prevention 

measures must be increased, including promoting exclusive breast-feeding, infant and young child 

feeding and community nutrition awareness programming.  
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 In Mali, health kits with essentials supplies have been distributed to cover primary health care 

needs for up to 333,000 people. UNICEF has also procured enough measles vaccines for 2.7 

million people nationwide.   

 Already, 908,391 cases of malaria have been recorded in Niger out of an expected annual 

caseload of 2,250,000. With numbers expected to rise during the rainy season, UNICEF has 

procured over 526,000 rapid diagnostic tests, 240,000 insecticide treated bed nets and 2.5 

million doses of treatment.  

 In Mauritania, a national Child Health Week in April resulted in the immunisation of 16,688 

children under 5 years in the refugee camp and host communities. The follow-up round of 

vaccinations reached 1,951 women of child bearing age and 16,332 children under 5. 

 Despite funding challenges, in Burkina Faso, 4,586 Malian refugee children under the age of 

5 received their measles vaccination in first 6 months of 2013 (61% of the annual target).   

 

 CHILD PROTECTION 

 In Mali, UNICEF has accelerated mine risk education activities. This year 55,455 people have 

been reached through education efforts and 325 people trained as mine risk educators.       

 In Mauritania, together with UNHCR and partners, psychosocial services were provided to 

12,955 children in child friendly spaces in the first six months of 2013. 

 Over 7,800 refugee children in Burkina Faso have safe access to community spaces to 

socialize, play and learn.  

 More than 15,000 malnourished children in Niger have received psychosocial support at child 

friendly spaces, including over 13,000 children suffering from SAM.  

WASH 

 This year over 837,400 crisis-affected people have been supplied with clean drinking water in 

Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger.  

 The WASH and Nutrition package is providing essential support to health facilities, 

communities and mothers and children affected by SAM. Some 2,890 health facilities now 

provide access to clean water, functional latrines, hand washing facilities, proper medical 

waste management and deliver hygiene sensitization activities. 

 In Mali, the Back to School initiative for the 2013 – 2014 academic year, supported by 

UNICEF and partners, aims to have 500,000 school-aged children back in the classroom. 

 In Mauritania, UNICEF, UNHCR and partners are providing formal and non-formal education 

in the Mbéra camp to 7,166 refugee children (49% girls). School tents, supplies and 

textbooks have been provided for all students.   

 In Niger, 1,141 Malian students in the Mangaize camp in Niger are benefitting from remedial 

courses this summer. UNICEF is also supporting the construction and rehabilitation of 31 

classrooms in Diffa, Mangaize and Tabareybarey refugee camps.                                                                   

 In Burkina Faso, 2,294 children, including 910 girls, are benefiting from catch-up classes this 

summer.  
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