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100 Typhoon Pablo affected children in Cateel, Davao Oriental will launch a “Health is in Our Hands” Campaign on 
World Water Day, this March 22nd. “Health is in Our Hands” aims to highlight the need for better hand washing to 
protect health – particularly the health of children. The Campaign also aims to highlight the huge needs in water 
and sanitation facilities that still remain nearly three months after Typhoon Pablo (Bopha) struck the eastern coast 
of Mindanao devastating whole communities. 
 
The campaign promotes the key message that hand washing with soap can save lives and protects people from 
illnesses such as diarrhoea, Acute Respiratory Illness (ARIs) and prevents conditions like malnutrition and cholera, 
which were already a concern in affected areas before Pablo. Globally, an estimated 2,000 children under the age 
of five die every day from diarrheal diseases and of these some 1,800 deaths are linked to water, sanitation and 
hygiene. 
 
The Health is in Our Hands Campaign spreads an empowering message for people to take charge of their own 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) needs in homes, neighbourhoods, schools and communities – with the first 
step of better hand washing, and to claim their water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) rights. 
 
“The biggest challenge is to ensure long term safe water needs, in temporary resettlement areas, spontaneous 
transitional sites, and where people are rebuilding homes,” says Rory Villaluna, WASH Cluster Coordinator. “This 
campaign led by children and community groups is vital to saving lives and protecting health,” Villaluna adds.  
 
“Children are great communicators and leaders in schools and homes. Working with Department of Education is a 
key strategy to spreading good health messages,” says Rhoewena Loreto, Education Cluster Coordinator.  
 
“Health is in Our Hands is an important campaign for schools and children to be involved in. In a fun and interactive 
way children can learn about the life saving importance of hand washing and they will be empowered with this 
knowledge to be the guardians of their families health,” says Rodelia Diansay, Principle, San Rafeal Elementary 
School. 
 
Health in our Hands also includes children who have not yet returned to school and those participating in Child 
Friendly Spaces: “Giving children empowering roles like monitoring their own families hand washing, also helps 
support child psychosocial wellbeing which is vital after the stress of a typhoon,” says Rohannie Baraguir, Child 
Protection Working Group Coordinator.   
 
Typhoon Pablo caused widespread destruction of homes and public infrastructure, leaving an estimated 216,817 
households damaged or destroyed, without their normal water and sanitation facilities. This lack of water and 
sanitation has grave impacts for people’s hygiene levels and resulting in risks family health. Women, children and 
the most vulnerable in households are particularly at risk.  
 
Though aid efforts by the Department of Health and Humanitarian Agencies have made inroads in the Typhoon 
response, it is estimated that only 41% of the target population have adequate access to safe water supplies, and 
only 19% have access to emergency sanitation facilities. As initial emergency measures, the response efforts 
delivered water bladders and installed water tanks, while safe drinking water was trucked to some areas. 107, 881 
families received water kits (jerry cans and water disinfectants), with hygiene awareness.  
 
Rehabilitation assessments of water systems have been initiated as part of the early recovery phase. Water quality 
monitoring is on going to identify and quickly disinfect contaminated water sources. Households with damaged 
latrines are being provided with latrine repair kits or communal latrines. The emergency government shelter 
‘bunkhouses’ in relocation sites are also being provided with water and sanitation facilities. “There are huge needs 
to do more to provide infrastructure, and to spread better hand hygiene messages in particular, to mitigate future 
health risks,” Villaluna adds. 
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Background 
Typhoon Bopha is the most destructive typhoon to hit the Philippines with estimated damages totaling $964million 
with widespread infrastructure and agricultural destruction. Despite being the most deadly storm globally in 2012 
with nearly 2,000 people dead or still missing, it has been one of the most under-reported natural disasters globally. 
The 6.2 million people affected, including an estimated 2.6million children, were largely un-prepared for a typhoon 
of this scale; the last of this scale to hit the region was 100 years ago.  
 

For further information on ‘Health is in Our Hands’ campaign or WASH Cluster in Typhoon Pablo contact: 
Rory Villaluna:  email. washccph@gmail.com mobile: 09178592578 or 09189416573 
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