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Global issues  

UNICEF and WHO have produced a toolkit for monitoring and evaluating household water 
treatment and safe storage programmes. With an estimated 780 million people drinking water 
from unimproved water sources, and millions more drinking contaminated water from improved 
sources (UNICEF/WHO, 2012) water quality monitoring remains high on the global agenda. Until 
safe, reliable, piped water is available to every household, interim measures, such as household 
water treatment and safe storage (HWTS) to prevent contamination during collection, transport 
and use in the home, are needed to reduce the burden of diarrhoeal diseases. For more 
information, please see link below.
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occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) update 

Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) 2013   

                                                 
1
 http://www.who.int/household_water/WHO_UNICEF_HWTS_MonitoringToolkit_2012.pdf 

 

Headlines 
 26 WASH project proposals worth 17,680,292 USD were accepted for inclusion in the 

2013 Consolidated Appeal Process. 

 In October 2012, a total of 710 truck load of WASH material entered Gaza, and 
the breakdown is as follows:-  UNRWA was able to bring in 503 trucks for their 
sewage & water systems in the re-housing project in Khan Younis; Anera brought 
6 truckloads for their water projects; the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) 
coordinated the entry of 99 truckloads of materials for the NGEST project & the 
Swedish funded storm-water project in Khalaf-Jabalia; and UNDP received 83 
truckloads for their Beit Hanoun water network project; however CMWU was not 
able to enter any truckloads and OCHA coordinated the entry of 19 truckloads of 
chlorine. 
 

 The fuel crisis in Gaza remains of concern and continues to negatively impact the 
provision of WASH services to Palestinians in Gaza. Currently, only 10 per cent of 
the population is accessing water on a daily basis. Fuel stocks were reportedly 
depleted by the end of the month.   
 

 As many as 9 WASH structures have been affected by demolitions and seizures 
executed by the Israeli security forces (ISF) in October 2012(IN WHICH WAYS, 
DESTOYED OR WHAT).  
 

 Response to the current water scarcity problems is ongoing with three agencies, 
ACF, CISP, and GVC, using HRF funds. In addition, a very active mid-term 
workshop took place as part of an ECHO-funded ‘Lessons learnt and strategic 
formulation exercise’ drawing on lessons learned from pervious interventions and 
formulating a long term response to this chronic problem in the West Bank.  
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End of September – beginning of October 2012, the WASH Cluster peer review vetting panels, in 
Gaza and the West Bank, reviewed 31 project proposals, worth   24,377,790 USD, submitted by 
15 different WASH agencies for the CAP 2013 appeal. The WASH vetting panel members 
comprised of the EWASH Steering Committee members; relevant governmental bodies and 
OCHA. In addition, this year, ACF volunteered to take part in the process.   
 
The vetting process comprised of two stages, i.e.  a preliminary vetting stage  that reviewed the 
proposals in Gaza and the West Bank and gave active feedback to members to rework their 
proposals to ensure that their proposals were in line with the following parameters:- cluster 
strategic objectives and the sector response plans; that they focused primarily on humanitarian 
needs; focused on gender and protection issues;  and coordinated actively with the host.   This 
was followed by a final vetting panel, (8 October 2012) in the West Bank.  In total, 26 WASH 
project proposals were selected from 13 different agencies for inclusion in the 2013 Consolidated 
Appeal Process (CAP) worth 17,680,292 USD. Two agencies withdrew their proposals while 
three others were rejected, as they were not in line with all the parameters set up for documenting 
the 2013 WASH CAP projects Out of the 26 projects, two addressed the national context; 11 
addressed the Watsan humanitarian issues in Gaza, whilst  13 proposals addressed the  
humanitarian needs in the West Bank.  
 
 

Response Tracking - Year in Review  
 
In the framework of the Year in Review, WASH agencies updated their project activities in APIS 
in October 2012. To-date, a total of 423 WASH ongoing activities are  recorded in the database, 
out of which, 395 are for  activities in the West Bank, while only 28 WASH activities are recorded 
for Gaza. The latter is expected to be an understatement.  

 

 

FIG. 1. 4Ws map of WASH humanitarian interventions ongoing in the oPt between 1 January TO  15 October 2012. 

© MOA 
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Figure 2 reveals ACF as the most active WASH agency with 240 ongoing activities, followed by 
GVC, UNICEF and ACPP respectively. Figure 3 below depicts the response of members by 
activity. It reveals that  almost a quarter of the recorded activities focused on improving water 
storage of water catchment facilities, while another quarter are responding to water quality issues.   
 

 
 
It is reported that water quality improvement projects, targeting 34,730 people (9% of the set 
target for 2012) are currently on-going.  Water supply projects through emergency water 
distribution, targeting 401,705 people (530 % of target) are also on-going, comprising of  282,304 
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men and women including school children, and 108,102 men and women have benefitted through 
construction and rehabilitation of 5,370 cisterns and storage facilities. 
 
Sanitation improvements projects facilities for the most vulnerable groups are also ongoing,    
targeting 1,121,022 people (96% of target), out of which,   929,003 men and women were 
targeted via rehabilitation of waste water infrastructures. This comprised of rehabilitation of :- 28 
km of waste water networks;  two grey water treatment unit and three waste water pumping 
stations. Whilst 124,225 men and women have benefitted from hygiene promotion awareness 
raising  workshops, 862 in total   and  from distribution of 1,600 hygiene kits. 
 
 

Gaza update 

Key Humanitarian Issues 
 
Electricity Supply  
 
The unpredictability of fuel delivery remains a major concern in Gaza, and Palestinians continue 
to suffer from electricity fluctuation and unreliability, with up to eight hours of power cuts daily in 
Gaza. As a result, water and sewage facilities, including 190 water wells, 40 main sewage 
pumping stations, 15 districts sewage pumping stations, four wastewater treatment plants, eight 
water desalination units and ten water lifting stations remain highly vulnerable. 
 
Moreover, IDB-funded fuel delivery program has been totally exhausted and the Coastal 
Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) was able to deliver only approximately 35,000 liters of diesel 
fuel in September 2012 to operate the water and wastewater facilities, on an emergency basis.  
 
The effect of this fuel shortage has affected provision of water supply as depicted below:-  
 

 30 per cent of the Gaza strip population located in Gaza, Rafah and Jabalia received 
water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once every four days only; 

 45 per cent of the Gaza strip population received water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once 
every three days only; 

 15 per cent of the Gaza strip population received water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once 
every two days only; 

 10 per cent of the Gaza strip population received water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once a 
day. 
 

The Coastal Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) reported that the situation remains critical from 
an operational point of view. CMWU is particularly concerned about the limited diesel fuel 
supplies and, as a result, overuse of the standby power generators throughout all water and 
wastewater facilities in the Gaza governorates. Currently, two OCHA HRF applications are 
pending approval (one for fuel procurement and the other one for spare parts for the generators) 
to address both issues through gap-filling assistance programs, which will mitigate the impact of 
this electricity deficiency on the population. 
 
Materials Access into Gaza 
In October 2012, more than two years after COGAT announced the “easing” of the blockade on 
Gaza, PWA, CMWU, UN OCHA and the WASH Cluster reported that humanitarian water and 
sanitation actors continue to face great difficulties in bringing in urgent materials needed for 
humanitarian projects in the coastal enclave.  
 
In October 2012, the entry of construction materials for WASH projects can be summarized as 
follows: 
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UNRWA managed to bring 503 truckloads carrying over 20,000 tons of aggregates and cement 
into Gaza in October for the Saudi-funded re-housing project of 271 units in Khan Younis.  
 
ANERA was able to bring in 6 truckloads of aggregate for their ongoing WASH projects.  
 
UNDP access team received in Gaza a total of 3,300.87 tons of construction materials for UNDP 
watsan projects, which is the equivalent of 83 truckloads. Amongst the received materials, there 
was 30 tons of cement and 2,830 tons of aggregate as well as 90 tons of steel reinforcement for 
their Beit Hanoun Water Network project. The project that recently received Cogat approval in 
June 2012 will implement, amongst others, the Reconfiguration of Existing Wells, Construction of 
Storage tank ST-25 and Booster Station (Western Zone), Construction of Storage tank Khadeja 
Water Well and Booster Station (Eastern Zone).  
 
PWA was able to bring a total of 99 truckloads into the coastal enclave in September. 28 trucks 
were carrying aggregates and cement for the North Gaza Emergency Sewage Treatment Project 
(NGEST) and 71 trucks were carrying aggregates for the Swedish funded Construction of 
Stormwater infiltration basin in the Khalaf area in the Jabalia Refugee Camp. 
 
CMWU reported that it was not able to bring in any more materials in October, despite the many 
detailed correspondences that were sent out for several pending projects, including the urgently 
needed elbows and fittings in order to complete the installation of the Hewabar sewage pressure 
line before the winter starts. The coordination request for these items was first submitted in March 
2012, over 6 months ago. If the project is not completed before the winter season, it could lead to 
serious sewage flooding problems in the northern Gaza Strip, including in the Seftawi area, which 
experienced major sewage flooding last year. As a result, two children nearly drowned in the 
sewage pond that lays a few meters from the houses in this poor neighborhood north of Gaza 
City. Three children age 2, 4 and 11 drowned in such sewage ponds across the Gaza Strip during 
the winter 2011-2012. 
 
OCHA reported that 19 truckloads of chlorine for water disinfection crossed into Gaza, bringing 
the total to 349 truckloads carrying WASH related materials into Gaza in October 2012.  
 

WASH humanitarian response 
Wastewater Incident and mapping of hazard areas 
Both hardware activities, (fencing of the sewage ponds) and awareness raising activities are 
ongoing in the sixteen (16) most vulnerable sites identified by CMWU and WASH contingency 
partners. The implementing hardware partners are Ma’an, ACF and Save the Children, whilst 
UNICEF undertakes the software component by leading a C4D, awareness-raising campaign in 
communities at risk.   
 
In October, ACF, with funding from HRF, was able to complete the emergency intervention 
protecting the Qatatwa neighborhood (block J of Khan Younis Camp). The project consisted of 
constructing a wastewater system (wet pit and pressure line) to transfer the household 
wastewater flows into an existing municipal gravity network that pumps the wastewater to the 
Khan Younis Temporary Wastewater Treatment Plant. This resulted in the  evacuation of  the 
pond, which was later  back-filled with sand. This project has had a direct and significant impact 
on the health and well-being of all the inhabitants in the area, especially children. It has 
eliminated the risk of accidental death through drowning in the sewage pond. It was as a result of 
the death of two out of the five children that drowned (December 20011) in the sewage pond that 
led to the funding of the project. Before the project was started, the Qatatwa neighbourhood, with 
a population of 4,000 people, relied on homemade pipelines to drain their wastewater into a pool , 
which was more than four meters deep in the adjacent sand dunes, with a surface of about 2500 
m2 (Qatatwa Sewer Pond - QSP). The cleaned and backfilled pond will  now allow rainwater 
falling in the area to infiltrate the aquifer and help to improve the water quality in the area (see the 
figures  4 & 5 below). 
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Similarly,  Save the Children (SC) is progressing steadily with  its HRF funded project Protecting 
children from sewage flood and drowning risk in north area. To-date,  SC have been able to fence 
off the Al Saftawi storm water lagoon, that is also contaminated with sewage, which posed a high 
risk to the surrounding population especially to children.  By end of October 2012 SC, reported 
that, 50 % of cleaning work is completed and final completion is expected by the 1st of December 
2012. The second part of the project, which is the implementation of a Beit Hanoun Sewage 
pipeline, will start in 7 November 2012 and is expected to be completed by mid-December 2012.  
 
Maintenance of wells  
 
In response to a request by CMWU’s on wells maintenance, UNICEF has committed to 
supporting CMWU in the maintenance of 98 water wells in the Southern governorates of Gaza. 
The gap filling project will ensure complete overhaul of the wells. The project will also incorporate 
a service contract to repair any sudden unpredictable breakdown in the functioning of the 
southern water wells that may occur due to electricity fluctuations or repeated electricity cut off. 
Overall the project aims at maximizing the efficiency of water wells in order to maximally increase 
the water production rates to serve the Gaza population.  

 

West Bank update 

Key Humanitarian Issues 
Demolitions & seizures  
After a relative low period of recording of demolitions,  WASH related demolition sparked up 
again in October 2012, with OCHA reporting on nine WASH structures being affected in as many 
as five separate interventions of the ISF. The following is a breakdown of the items that were 
destroyed or damaged, :- one water tank;  two cisterns;  one sewage network, one mobile latrine, 
while four mobile water tankers were confiscated. The demolitions are further increasing the 
vulnerabilities of the affected communities. For example, one reported incident,  involved the 
destruction of a  makeshift sanitation unit of an over 100 years old family member with disabilities 
in an  en-claved community in southern West Bank.  

 

The Post Emergency Response to WASH humanitarian issues resulting from adverse conditions 
such as demolitions and settler violence is ongoing with support from the UN HRF fund. The 

FIG 4. BEFORE   FIG 5.AFTER 

ACF securing Qatatwa neighborhood near Khan Younis Refugee camp by eliminating hazard area around sewage 

pond. Results of an emergency funded  project by HRF after an incident of December 2011 in which 2 children lost 

their lives.  © ACF  
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coalition of WASH agencies reported that to-date, 14 cisterns and one overland water pipeline 
have been rehabilitated and 7 water tankers were distributed.  

One UN agency also reported the confiscation of one of their vehicles, whilst working in one of 
the communities in the Hebron area and this has initiated the review of working protocols that 
should be followed by UN and International agencies working in Area ‘C’. 

Water Scarcity  
At the beginning of the summer, the water scarcity situation was monitored to assess the water 
scarcity problem in the West Bank, and it was revealed that unserved communities (despite the 
good rainfall that was recorded during the winter months of 2011-2012) will need to supplement 
their dwindling water reservoirs and as such, would require water tankering until the next raining 
season. A coordinated response was developed by WASH Cluster members in partnership with 
the PWA and WBWD that will benefit approximately 50,000 persons through a water trucking 
scheme with a capped water price of 10 NIS per cubic meter in the areas considered as the most 
vulnerable to water scarcity (Jericho, Eastern Slopes of Bethlehem, South West Hebron and 
South Hebron Hills & Jordan valley).  
 
GVC, funded via HRF, has also commenced water trucking/water distribution in South Hebron 
and the Jordan Valley from 21

st
 October. In the first week of activity, a total of 850 m

3
 of safe 

water was distributed in the North (Jordan Valley) benefitting approximately 680 people and a 
total of 800 m

3
 was distributed in the aouth (Hebron Governorate) to approximately  560 persons. 

Thanks to the project, the beneficiaries now have access to safe drinking water at a capped water 
price of 10NIS per cubic meter. In early November, GVC in bilateral cooperation with 
DanChurchAid and YMCA, will begin water distribution in the extended Bethlehem region.  
 
GVC has also introduced a new database system for the management of coupons managing the 
purchase and distribution of trucked water. The first version of the system is currently being used 
in Hebron Governorate and is yet to be adopted by all members. 
 

Similarly, the third HRF water distribution project by ACF began its project activities, in active 
cooperation  with the PWA and WBWD in south Hebron. Since water coupons went on sale on 17 

October 2012, 300 coupons were commissioned by most vulnerable communities in Ramadin and 
Road 317, thus providing them with access to clean water at a capped water price of 10 NIS/m

3
. By 

the end of October 2012, around 200 trucks (of 10m
3
/tank) of safe and affordable water would  have 

been distributed to the affected communities in these areas.. In addition, 350 tanks is expected to be 
distributed to schools and health clinics in the same area. 
 
CISP, water distribution activity is in the third month of implementation around Jericho, and since  
operations began on 14 August 2012, approximately  23,500 m

3
 of water was ordered by the 

most vulnerable people in the area (through a coupon system). As of 31 October 2012, 62.5 per 
cent of total amount of water to be distributed throughout the HRF funded project has been 
delivered, benefitting approximately 800 families (9,600 individuals). The quality of the trucked 

FIG. 6: GVC implementing the HRF funded water scarcity response through a voucher system, guaranteeing most 

vulnerable communities a safe water access at a capped water price of 10 NIS per cubic meter. © GVC 
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water is also monitored through a water quality monitoring programme, a scheme agreed with 
PWA. 
 
In order to build further on the 2011 response, ECHO, in collaboration with the Water Scarcity 
Task Force, has hired a consultant to draw lessons learned from the  consolidated 2011 water 
scarcity response and to  formulate a strategy for future responses  in the coming years.  
 
The Lessons learned were discussed in great detail at a mid-term workshop involving all stake 
holders on 9 October in Bethlehem. The discussions of the workshop will be incorporated into the 
final report of the consultant. The consultant and her team have been mapping out the complexity 
of the water scarcity issue, while seeking to draft recommendations for a more sustainable 
approach.  The second part of the consultancy will focus on developing sustainable scenarios on 
the best way forward.  
 

 

EWASH - WASH Cluster activities  

Cluster review 

A draft report of the WASH Cluster review has been submitted by Professor Sherlock to the 
WASH Cluster Coordinator,  Dir. A. O Odumosu(AO) for her inputs and review . AO is working on 
this initial draft, and it is hoped that a final draft should be ready for circulation to members by the 
end of November 2012. 

 
EWASH Advocacy Task Force 

The EWASH ATF hosted two successful capacity building training workshops on advocacy skills 
during the week of 14 October 2012 for EWASH members in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
Richard English of Oxfam GB provided participants with an understanding of the building blocks 
for successful advocacy and engaged them in team exercises that included simulation of a lobby 
situation. There was high demand for this training and other similar initiatives are being planned 
for the near future.  
 
The EWASH ATF gave a lunch-time presentation to a delegation of Members of the European 
Parliament belonging to the European Free Alliance. The MEPs expressed shock and frustration 
at the extent Israeli policies on water appropriation have taken and vowed to follow up with 
relevant EU bodies on their return to Brussels, particularly in asking questions on the issue to EU 
representatives to keep up the pressure towards a more consistent EU approach.  
 
The EWASH ATF also gave a presentation to a visiting French delegation of activists members of 
the "Comite Palestine Israel Mediterranean du Pays de Chateubriant" in view of engaging them 
with the Thirsting for Justice campaign on their return to France.  
 
Professor Sara Roy from Harvard University, one of the world's foremost authority on Gaza, gave 
the 2012 Edward Said Memorial Lecture on 10 October 2012 in Washington DC, quoting 
extensively from EWASH's research and publications. The lecture can be viewed via the link 
below.

2
 

 
The ATF has partnered with Juzoor for Health and Development and the Freedom Theatre on a 
series of "freedom rides" across the West Bank on the theme of water justice. The rides focusses 
on stories of community members which are then translated into playback theater performances. 
The organization of the “Freedom Rides” is led by Birzeit University students, who are members 
of EWASH's youth advocacy programs. The next rides will take place on:-  

 2 November: Faquaa, Jenin District 

 9 November: Attuwani, South Hebron Hills 

                                                 
2
 http://www.thejerusalemfund.org/ht/display/ContentDetails/i/36415/pid/897 
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 16 November: Al Hadidya, Jordan Valley 

 23 November: Gaza via Video Conference  
 
The trip cost 35 NIS per event, including lunch.  Anyone wishing to participate should  please 
contact ATF via phone or email at least two days in advance of each event. Contact details are as 
depicted below.

3
  

 
Trainings 

The final report and all the annexes for the KAP training  that took place  in the West Bank and 
Gaza during the month of September has been submitted by the consultant  and  the WASH 
Cluster Information manager, Thierry Foubert, is finalising the documents before sending  out a 
link to members to access the document on line. As soon as the documentation has been 
completed, a link will be sent out to all participants and members of the EWASH/WASH Cluster.  

The WASH Cluster DRR training is scheduled to start on the 19 November in the West Bank  and 
on the 26 November in Gaza, but due to the Israeli onslaught in Gaza, this was postponed to 
December 2012. . The global WASH cluster has produced a manual on DRR and this will be 
used as a basis for the training. The lead trainer for the DRR training is also the author of the 
manual. This is a timely training as it lines up  extremely well with the global call for DRR for all 
countries, cities and communities, for example, Islamic Relief’s has recently issued a  call to the 
UN for more focus on disaster risk reduction through improved preparedness. See link below for 
more info.

4
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 CONTACT – Arabic: Faisal Abu Alheja (0599649008 Email: faisal@thefreedomtheatre.org) or CONTACT – 

English: Ben Rivers (0592-902256 Email: ben@thefreedomtheatre.org) 
4
 http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/news/2012/10/un-urged-create-global-fund-disaster-prevention 

 
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 

Name e-mail Phone number 

Abimbola Odumosu 
WASH Cluster Coordinator 

aodumosu@unicef.org 
 

054 7787 684  
(new number) 

Thierry Foubert 
WASH Cluster Information Manager 

tfoubert@unicef.org 

 
054 7787 686 

 

Dates for your diary 

EWASH/WASH cluster meetings in the West Bank will be held every second Wednesday 
of the month and in Gaza every first Monday of the month (unless informed otherwise): 

 

 EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Gaza on Thursday 8th of November 2012, 
10:00 (UNICEF office). 

 EWASH/WASH Cluster meeting in Ramallah,  Wednesday 14th of November 
2012, 11:00 at PWA offices in Ramallah. 

 DRR training is foreseen to take place: 
o Monday 19th till Wednesday 21st of November in West Bank and 
o Monday 26th till Wednesday 28th of November in Gaza. 

mailto:aodumosu@unicef.org
mailto:tfoubert@unicef.org

