
The WASH Cluster through Save the 

Children Philippines, conducted three 

sets of Managing WASH in Emergencies 

(WiE) training in Davao, Iloilo and Leyte, 

January - April, 2014. 

 

The Davao training covered municipal 

and provincial WASH actors from areas 

affected by Typhoon Pablo in 2012.  The 

Iloilo batch was composed of stakehold-

ers from Region VI affected provinces 

and municipalities. Participants from 

Yolanda-affected Leyte province joined 

the Leyte training. Save the Children 

funded and organized these trainings 

with support from the WASH Cluster Co-

ordination Team and partner organiza-

tions such as A Single Drop of Safe Wa-

ter, ACF International, Oxfam, Philippine 

Red Cross, Catholic Relief Services, and 

cluster leads DoH and UNICEF. 

 

The Managing WiE training was first held 

September 2013 with support from RedR 

Australia., with participants coming from 

regional agencies and WASH cluster 

partner organizations. To date, a total of 

123 individuals have been trained. 

 

This training seeks to culminate the dif-

ferent expertise of Philippine WASH 

Cluster partners on water, sanitation and 

hygiene intervention during emergencies, 

and set out options to front liners in re-

sponding to needs. A new course is be-

ing prepared to target  national and re-

gional WASH actors.# 
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 WASH Cluster  cal ls  for  zero -

open defecat ion  in  Yolanda areas  
Understanding the need to build on the 

momentum of the Haiyan context and 

Strategic Response Plan, the WASH 

Cluster has recently organized the YES 

to PhATS (Yolanda Emergency Sanita-

tion to Philippine Approach to Total 

Sanitation) initiative in Yolanda affected 

areas. 

 

YES to PhATS builds on strategic pillars 

which includes: an enabling environ-

ment, good governance, resilience and 

DRR; participatory demand creation for 

sanitation and hygiene in communities 

and learning institutions, sustaining de-

mand through supply interventions; sol-

id and liquid waste management; and 

knowledge management and accounta-

bility. 

 

The YES to PhaTS initiative focuses on 

the strong need to shift from the delivery 

of life-saving sanitation interventions to 

sustainable sanitation. It seeks to attain 

100% Zero-Open Defecation or excreta-

free open spaces, drains and water 

bodies through minimum health and 

hygiene promotion, participatory plan-

ning including disaster risk reduction, 

use of DoH standards in household and 

public toilet construction. YES also 

seeks to provide some incentive and 

subsidy to achieve the targets.  

 

A series of consultations have been 

done with provincial and municipal 

WASH stakeholders including provincial 

and municipal health officers, rural sani-

tary inspectors and engineers, and 

NGO partners in Tacloban, Ormoc and 

Eastern Samar last February—March to 

gain their feedback and support on this 

initiative.# 
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NEWS BITS 

WASH Cluster releases post-Haiyan 

Baseline Assessment Survey 

The first phase of the WASH Baseline Sur-

vey has investigated 1,181 barangays in 

Cebu Province (175), Leyte Province (931) 

and in Western Samar (75). There has been 

a 0.9% loss of private HH toilets in Cebu, 

and a loss of 9.3% in Leyte and a 11.5% in 

Samar. Overall, open defecation is report-

ed to be practiced in the 78.7% of the ba-

rangays surveyed (81% in Cebu, 70% in 

Leyte and 85.2% in Samar). Lower figures 

are reported in emergency assistance relat-

ed to the distribution of kits aimed to pro-

vide basic capacity to the affected HHs in 

repairing shelters and WASH infrastruc-

ture. 

This document has been designed in con-

junction with the Philippines WASH Cluster 

and the Inter-Agency Rapid Assessment 

Team (i-RAT) to provide a technical guide 

to better inform, assist and support WASH 

actors in the Central Philippines for current 

and future interventions using baseline 

data collected by the REACH team. The 

report is available in the WASH cluster web 

page.# 

Davao, Iloilo & Leyte take part in Managing WiE 
trainings, new course being set-up midyear 

Managing WiE participants in Iloilo © Save 

the Children 2014 



TYPHOON HAIYAN UPDATES 

The WASH Cluster has surpassed the 
humanitarian aid targets set for both 
Water and Sanitation across the re-
sponse area, through the provision of 
one-month, family Water Kits and Hy-
giene kits to more than 1.3 and 1.8 mil-
lion persons respectively. 
 
Reflecting the swift transition from emer-
gency to early recovery, the WASH key 
output indicators and respective targets 
have been reset to better reflect sustain-
able outputs such as water infrastructure 
upgrades (L1, 2 & 3), and the establish-
ment of WASH committees at the Baran-
gay level with the aim of strengthening 
sustainable WASH governance through 
improved community participation, feed-
back and accountability. 
 
In the reported planned activities for the 
WASH cluster in Cebu, partners ae plan-
ning to rehabilitate or construct latrines 
for approximately 90,000, which leavs a 
gap of 210,000. For water, partners are 
planning activities for 65,000 persons, 
leaving a gap of 210,000.  
 
Responding to needs 
 
A vector control program led by DoH 
with the support of the WASH and 
Health Clusters saw a reduction in cases 
of Dengue across Leyte to less than the 5 
year average despite the increased envi-
ronmental risk factors due to wide-
spread, storm debris and ponding water. 
It is expected that Dengue figures will 
increase again in the upcoming rainy 
season. Strong Cluster assistance to the 
DOH will again be required to ensure 
cases remain under control. The AWD 
Preparedness and Response plan for 
Region VIII, the emergency simulation 
training and the prepositioning of 19 
Interagency Diarrheal Kits (IDDKs) pre-

positioned for use by the health facilities 
will help to reduce morbidity rates due 
to diarrhea or possible cholera out-
breaks. 
 
Sanitation activities are gradually ap-
proaching the WASH Cluster target of 
650,000 beneficiaries in the SRP re-
porting period. However, the recent 
baseline study has shown there are over 
1 million individuals without access to 
private household latrines in typhoon 
affected areas of Leyte, Samar and 
Northern Cebu alone. A number of agen-
cies have already committed themselves 
to longer term, 2-3 year programs to 
address those areas where poor sanita-
tion is a chronic problem. 
 
There are major issues with toilets and 
drainage issues at IPI bunkhouse.  After 
only two weeks at least 6 toilets have 
required desludging due to high water 
table and poor construction.  Discussions 
undergoing with DPWH to look at op-
tions for resolve. The national Govern-
ment has advised that science should be 
provided to determine need to relocate 

but also support consensus building 
among communities led by the LGU. ie 
hazard mapping as opposed to the stand-
ard 40 metres.    
 
Distributions of hygiene and water kits 
have mostly ended and latrine construc-
tion/rehabilitation is still starting up, as 
well as WASH integration in school activi-
ties. But while activities in these areas 
have started for some partners, none are 
completed.  
 
Advocating for change 
 
Last March 21, the WASH Cluster, 
through the efforts of Save the Children 
and the local DoH leads, organized the 
Walk for Water activity in celebration of 
the World Water Day.  
 
2,000 individuals, coming from different 
agencies, institutions and cluster part-
ners, participated in the activity. About 
20 groups organized themselves and 
paraded around Tacloban City Proper to 
call for better use of water especially 
during emergencies.# 

From day one, the WASH cluster not only sought to bring back to pre-Yolanda water and sanitation coverage but strategized to 
help in the improvement of the overall WASH conditions of these communities.  As we continue with recovery and rehabilitation 
activities in WASH the need for good coordination and for partners to create / adopt a common approach to achieve sustainabil-
ity in WASH services among the communities continues.  

http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/clusters/water-sanitation-hygiene 

Data as of April 2014 



BOHOL EARTHQUAKE UPDATES 

For the WASH Cluster, the gaps that 

needs to be filled up is the provision of 

latrines to families that will be recipient 

of core houses and top up core houses 

from different organizations working in 

Bohol.  

 

The remaining 426 families (1,886 In-

dividually Displaced Persons) in the 18 

evacuation camps (ECs) started to 

move out from the ECs to transitional 

shelters and permanent relocation sites. 

Emergency latrines are being decom-

missioned and there are new construc-

tion of communal type semi-permanent 

latrines and bathing facilities in sites 

with transitional shelter.  

 

For IDPs that are moving out to perma-

nent relocation sites, the WASH Clus-

ter and Camp Coordination and Camp 

Management (CCCM) Cluster request-

ed support of the Provincial Govern-

ment through the Provincial Health 

Office to provide latrine kits for indi-

vidual families. WASH in School 

(WinS) Program Reaching More Chil-

dren  

 

In addition to this, ten (10) ES with 

3,261 children from Carmen, Inabanga, 

Maribojoc and Tubigon will receive 

support in the construction of WASH 

facilities and development/repair of 

water supply from PRC-International 

Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) and 

and five (5) day care centres (DCC) and 

thirteen (13) ES with 6,042 children 

from Clarin, Tubigon and Inabanga will 

receive WASH facility from Save the 

Children. Bohol Chronicle Radio Cor-

poration also provided assistance to 31 

ES with 6,897 children from Maribo-

joc, Loon, Sagbayan, Antequerra, 

Balilihan, Catigbian and Cortes. Once 

these entire WinS project will be com-

pleted, it will benefit 33,269 school 

children from 135 elementary schools.  

 

The Communications with Communi-

ties (CWC) unit and the Camp Coordi-

nation and Camp Management 

(CCCM) unit of International Organi-

zation for Migration (IOM), in partner-

ship with the Philippine Information 

Agency (PIA), organized a series of 

community forum in evacuation camps 

in order to bring light to the issues sur-

rounding the earthquake recovery oper-

ations in Bohol. WASH Cluster Co-

lead and Municipal WASH Focal Per-

son were present in the discussions in 

Camp Ubojan, Tubigon, Eskwelahan 

Daan, Bilar, Pieza’s Compound, Clarin 

and Camp Datag, Carmen. # 

Six months after the 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck Bohol Province on 15 October 2013, significant intervention 

on water, sanitation and hygiene needs were provided to affected children and families. Based on the Bohol Earth-

quake Summary Report of World Health Organization and Department of Health on the Surveillance in Post Ex-

treme Emergencies and Disaster (SPEED), the weekly trend of Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) consultations among 

the municipalities with significant number reported from January 1 to March 22, 2014, shows that starting 1st week 

of March 2014, there is continuous decrease in consultations.  



ZAMBOANGA CRISIS UPDATES 

The WASH cluster responded to the communities of Zamboanga City a few weeks after the armed crisis 
happened. Seven months down the road, with some 26,000 individuals still displaced, the cluster contin-
ues to struggle in ensuring that the WASH needs of the people are met. 

Urgent needs and gaps 
While the government is still sorting 
out permanent shelter arrangements 
for the displaced populations, access to 
adequate quantities of safe water sup-
ply and sanitation facilities  including 
regular desludging of septic tanks need 
to be continually ensured in  in ECs and 
TS. Construction of additional latrines 
with handwashing facility and bathing 
cubicles are still required. Limited wa-
ter availability due to water rationing 
has also started to cause some tension 
and anxiety to the people who now 
have to deal with long water queues 
and at times, no electricity during a 
very dry and humid hot summer.  
 
Response to date 
26,546 affected IDPs including persons 
with disabilities received an estimated 
average of 18.88 liters per person per 

day through the ZCWD and additional 
water tankers rented by the partners.  
 
Weekly water quality monitoring is 
done by the Zamboanga City Health 
Office – water test result as of March 
2014 is generally negative of coliform. 
2,069 children were provided with 
hand washing facilities in 8 Temporary 
Learning Centers/Child Friendly Spac-
es (TLS/CFS). Desludging of septic 
tanks continues, with excreta disposed 
at a licensed facility in collaboration 
with UNICEF-ACF, City Health Office 
and DOH-CHD. 
 
Construction of additional 40 units of 
latrines is on-going at Tulungatung TS, 
30 units were constructed at PTSI TS 
by DOH, CEO, DSWD and UNICEF, and 
36 units at Sports Complex EC by ICRC 
to finish by end of May. 142 bathing 

cubicles were constructed at ECs and 
TS.  
 
Daily cleaning and collection of garbage 
by OCENR and thru Cash/Food for 
work program. PRC to drain water 
from canal around the oval. # 

Bunkhouses in Mampang, Zamboanga 
City for 700 families.  

Name of Evacuation Cen-
ter   

Number IDPs NEEDS EXISTING (Intervention) GAPS 

 Families   Persons   Total liter of   
Water/day  

 # of    
Latrine  

 # of    
Bathing  

 Total liter of   
water/day  

 # of   
Latrine  

 # of   
bathing  

Total liter 
of  water 
per day  

# of 
Latrine 

# of Bath-
ing       2,392       26,062  

Joaquin F. Enriquez, Jr. 
Sports Complex 

   2,766     14,962            224,430        748           150          150,274  232 69 
             

74,156  
         

516  
 81  

Cawa-cawa Shoreline Clus-
ter (Badjaos) 

873    4,421              66,315        221             44            21,097  8 0 
             

45,218  
         

213  
 44  

Lunzuran Barangay Hall 
12 54 

                 810            3               1  
            3,839  

3 4                     -    
           

(0) 
           -    

Talon-Talon Central 
School 

204 934             14,010          47               9              7,097  12 20 
               

6,913  
           

35  
           -    

Talon-Talon National High 
School 

42 173               2,595            9               2   *  4 4  *               5             -    

Don Gregorio Evangelista 
Memorial Sch 

26 146               2,190            7               1    2 0 
               

2,190  
             5               1  

Zamboanga City East / 
West Central Sch 

137 790             11,850          40               8   *  7 5  *  
           

33  
             3  

 Transition Site                       

JFEMSC Bunkhouses  255        1,445                    

Tulungatung Bunkhouses 401    2,320              34,800        116             23   *  64 10  *  
           

52  
           13  

Taluksangay Bunkhouses 373    1,824              27,360          91             18            16,968  48 6 
             

10,392  
           

43  
           12  

Rio Hondo Elementary 
School 

69 438               6,570          22               4              8,182  30 18                     -               -               -    

http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/clusters/water-sanitation-hygiene 


