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Internally Displaced Adolescent Girls: an 
increasing concern in the Lake Chad region

The COVID-19 crisis is continuing to overwhelm Lake Chad 

countries, which is increasing the vulnerability of communities and 

adding to numbers already affected as a result of the lean season. 

5.2 million people are facing food insecurity. 

In this region facing increasing insecurity and violence, huge 

numbers of people are displaced, putting the most vulnerable at 

risk including adolescent girls and young women. They face 

marginalisation and other specific risks due to being both young 

and female. 

All the Lake Chad countries have ratified African Union’s Kampala 

convention for the protection and assistance of IDPs in Africa. It 

was adopted in 2009 and builds upon UN Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement. Effective programming which addresses 

the specific needs of adolescent girls and young women is 

necessary in order to provide effective protection and assistance 

to IDPs. In the joint submission to the UN Secretary General High-

Level Panel on internal displacement, the ask is clear: considering 

Age, Gender and Diversity needs to be a minimum standard and 

“a pivotal part of prevention, responses and solutions to internal 

displacement”. To foster gender equality and participation and 

tackle gender-based violence, Plan International, UNFPA, and the 

Women’s Refugee Commission have made recommendations to 

the HLP. Plan International Nigeria contributed to the consultations 

being carried out by Internal Displacement Monitoring Center 

(IDMC) to generate evidence on the challenges faced by youth. 

IDPs.

REFUGEES 

255,848

https://au.int/en/treaties/african-union-convention-protection-and-assistance-internally-displaced-persons-africa
https://www.internal-displacement.org/internal-displacement/guiding-principles-on-internal-displacement#:~:text=The%20Guiding%20Principles%20state%20that,other%20persons%20in%20their%20country.&text=The%20principles%20restate%20the%20right,ethnic%2C%20religious%20or%20racial%20grounds.
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/sites/www.un.org.internal-displacement-panel/files/published_joint_agd_submission.pdf
https://planinternational.workplace.com/search/top?q=idp%20recommendation
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➢ Plan International Niger, as co-

facilitator of the Education working 

group in Diffa, supported the

organisation of the Working 

Group’s first meeting since school 

has resumed, focusing on 

children’s safe return to school and 

the safe school approach.

➢ Plan International Niger has been 

active in the Child Protection 

Information Management System 

setting up (CPIMS+ Primero). 

➢ Establishment of nine young 

people’s committees to promote 

the prevention and management of 

community conflicts in their own 

villages and work with local 

authorities in coordination.

➢ Identification of priority sectors that 

contribute to youth participation in 

decision making and peace 

building under the EU funds in the 

Diffa Region. 

Coordination

2

➢ Plan International Cameroon signed the partnership agreement with the Ministry of 

Basic Education to continue providing support and improving access to inclusive and 

quality education for children, especially girl’s education. 

➢ Organisation of capacity-building activities for the Ministry for the Promotion of 

Women and the Family (MINPROFF) officials in the provision of online psycho-social 

support to survivors of gender-based violence in situations of humanitarian crisis. 

The ceremony was chaired by the Minister.

➢ Plan International Cameroon and UNHCR are working together to help pupils and 

students in examination classes to get the necessary materials (solar kits, flash 

drives) and information for their end of year examinations. 

What is new? COVID-19 communication and awareness-raising 

materials support to the Ministry of Health in Cameroon
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Plan International Cameroon

Plan International Nigeria

Plan International Niger

➢ Organisation of a joint monitoring visit with State Universal Basic Education Board 

(SUBEB), and an advocacy visit to education secretaries in Yobe and in Borno states, 

to re-introduce the GAC-EiC project to SUBEB chairman in Yobe, and meet His royal 

highness, the Emir of Askira Uba, serving as an entry point into the community.

➢ Plan International Nigeria, in coordination with UNICEF and the Child Protection Sub-

Sector in the North East Nigeria, facilitated an Inter Agency Case Management ToolKit

review meeting in Damaturu-Yobe State to to strengthen the effectiveness of Child 

Protection service delivery.

➢ Distribution of start-up kits to 196 beneficiaries under the apprenticeship approach of 

GIZ-YEE project in Adamawa state, with implementing partners and with the support 

from Community Based Project Management Committee (CBPMC).
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NIGER: 132 security incidents affecting 1,187 people were registered by 

the Diffa protection monitoring unit, forcing 18,649 people to be 

displaced.The overall security and humanitarian situation in Diffa region 

has been deteriorating with more attacks, and kidnappings even 

targeting refugee sites, more displacement of people and the presence 

of explosive devices. 

UNDSS have confirmed that the departments of Bosso, Toumour, 

Guèskérou and Chetimari remain “no go” zones due to security 

concerns.

NIGERIA: Non-state armed groups ambushed a military convoy and 

motorists killing four soldiers, wounding many others and burning 

down military operation vehicle in Kaga LGA of Borno state.

CAMEROON: Due to repeated attacks by non-atate armed groups in 

Mora, Mayo-Sava division, 691 households of 4,836 IDPs were forced to 

leave their home. 

There are frequent cases of killings, looting of livestock, food and 

clothing by the insurgents in Mayo-Tsanaga and Logone & Chari.

Security

Communications/Information

Lake Chad Unit
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Adolescent girl speaking at the 

EU project launch in Diffa-Niger

➢ The three-year youth-led EU project 

on building youth and youth groups 

capacity in peace building has been 

launched in Cameroon, Niger and 

Nigeria for a total budget of 1.4 

million euros. 

➢ In the 3 countries, advocacy is 

being carried out by education 

actors for more funding/partnership 

to increase the time for remote 

learning and provide parents and 

learners with more radio kits.

Plan International Niger

➢ The National Minister of 

Humanitarian Action and the Acting 

Humanitarian Coordinator, also 

FAO Country Representative, paid 

a joint visit to Diffa further to the call 

of the local authorities on the 

worrying security situation. 

➢ Official launch of COVID-19 prevention 

and response items distribution by the 

Governor of Diffa who appreciated Plan 

International Niger alignment with the 

Government call to respond to crisis in 

Diffa.   

Plan International Cameroon

➢ The Country Director paid a visit to the 

Far North region’s Governor and to other 

administrative authorities, as well as 

beneficiaries. 

➢ Plan International Cameroon celebrated 

the 30th edition of the Day of the African 

Child, on June 16th, under the theme: 

“Access to child-friendly justice system in 

Africa” with partners of the Child 

Protection Sub-Cluster, under the lead of 

the Social affairs delegate. 

Plan International Nigeria

➢ The education unit has successfully 

closed the only ECD project, under 

the funding of Finland Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs, with the 

acknowledgment of the Education 

secretaries for the ECD services 

quality improvement.

➢ The EU-project staff visited the 

Commissioner for Youth 

Empowerment and Sports at the 

State Ministry Secretariat, enhancing  

interest in the project from the 

Ministry of Youth Empowerment and 

Sports, with a MoU currently under 

review.

➢ Organisation of the start-up 

workshops with GAC and SPNO 2 

projects, with the relevant ministries 

and educational actors (SAME, 

SUBEB, MORA, MOE, MoWSD,

Community Coalition (CC)).

YEE start-up kits distribution by                            

Plan International Nigeria 
World Humanitarian Day  celebration by                   

Plan International Cameroon staff

➢ The study carried out to look at the impact of Covid-19 

on youth in the Lake Chad region has revealed an 

increase in violence, food insecurity, increased water 

scarcity, poor access to comprehensive health care, loss 

of income and school drop-outs as main impacts of 

pandemic on youth. The report will be disseminated 

soon.

➢ The Lake Chad Programme participated to the webinars 

facilitated by the Alliance for CPHA for the launch of the 

Child Protection Minimum Standards (French edition) in 

Western and Central Africa region (WACA).

➢ The Lake Chad Programme CPiE Specialist, Mariasole 

Fanuzzi, has left the organization. Yang Fu, deployed 

CPiE Specialist from GNO, is covering the position.

https://alliancecpha.org/en/cpms
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lcn7ovqQ_Ve1La9M-o9L8v_VH2BgljqK?usp=sharing
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Results for boys & girls and their families across the Lake Chad Programme

Currently working 
with

Contact Details 
Lake Chad: annemarie.mccarthy@plan-

international.org Regional Lake Chad 

Programme Manager

Cameroon: Miriam.Castaneda@plan-

international.org Country Director Plan 

International Cameroon

Niger: Mohamed.Bah@plan-international.org

Country Director Plan International Niger

Nigeria: Hussaini.Abdu@plan-international.org

Country Director Plan International Nigeria
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SPO1 EDUCATION
Confirmed Pipeline

Funding Status - New Strategy Period 
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Confirmed Pipeline

1,258,002.89

3,415,291.74

5,057,147.16

205,403.44

9,698,725.00

0.00

 Cameroon

 Nigeria

 Niger

SPO3 ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
Confirmed Pipeline

€ 93,723 

€ 562,774 

€ -
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Confirmed Pipeline
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