
WEST AN D C EN TR AL AFR IC A OVER VIEW

May 29, 2020

“Every day comes with its challenge. With the schools closure, I 
help my grandmother in her bar. When am serving, some men 
touch my buttocks, breast and my thighs and tell me I look very 
beautiful. One day, one man told me if I sleep with him, he will take 
me to Accra and will make me happy. I don't like the way the men 
touch me, but every time I contest, they threaten to go to another 
bar to buy drinks. This is so unfair to we the girls.”

Abigael, Ghana.

“Supported by Plan International Togo, I received training to improve my production of masks. I was 
told the quantity of masks that are needed to cover the whole population, as well as the hygienic 
measures in which they must be produced. Based on that, I am going to increase my turnover. I have 
already produced 1,040 masks since the beginning of the disease in Togo, of which I sold 500 pieces. 
I'm going to move up to the next level in terms of quality and quantity to make the most of it while 
saving lives. After all, the money will allow me to improve my economic situation because I will 
reinvest it in businesses to achieve the desired financial independence.” Bilakiyem, Togo.

COVID-19: GIRLS VOICES FROM WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

FUNDING TARGET
€ 54,966,312
CONFIRMED
€ 12,061,097 
FUNDING GAP
€ 42,905,214

TARGETED
BENEFICIARIES
28,754,167
PEOPLE REACHED
7,051,314

I accepted to become Plan International Burkina' COVID19 Awareness Ambassador because I 
believe no one than a young person can be convincing to another youth.  My action will focus on 
awareness raising and engagement for behavioral change. I am convinced it is compliance to health 
measures that will free us from the economic, social and psychological prison created by the COVID-
19. I will be producing a series of 10 attractive, informative and accessible videos to achieve my goal. 
The first one is ready. They are designed in a participatory approach for social networks in French 
and Mooré languages. The videos will be a real asset in a context where the population, especially 
young people, are neglecting COVID19 prevention. 

Sakinatou, 24, WACAH Covid-19 best sensitisation message on Facebook Award Winner, and 
now Good Will ambassador for Plan International Burkina Faso.

“Since November 2019, life has been a nightmare in the crisis 
affected North West Region in Cameroon. With constant 
gunshots, we used to stay indoors for days. Corona has come to 
worsen it all.  I can’t go out even the day we are authorized to. I am 
afraid to go out  because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Practicing 
social distancing is very difficult and if the military sees you without 
a facemask, you will pay a fine. My sources of income have dried 
up and now, I completely depend on my husband for survival”. 

Fadimatu, 23, Cameroon.

COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Dear friend, 

After two full months into the response to the 
Covid-19 crisis, we are happy to share with you 
another edition of Plan International's 
response across West and Central Africa. 

Women and girls continue to bear the brunt of 
violence and increased care work, and are 
placed at greater risk of infection. The scale of 
long-term consequences has not been given 
due consideration but there are indications and 
predictions of increased sexual abuse and 
early pregnancies in some communities due to 
the protracted period of movement restrictions, 
school closures, stress, and confinement. 

Moreover, there is a lack of documentation on 
how girls already affected by crisis, particularly 
refugees and IDPs are differently impacted by 
the ongoing pandemic and response of 
COVID-19, especially recognizing these 
populations typically have less access to 
critical information and services. 

We have continued to double our efforts 
towards providing assistance in the areas of 
child protection, education, health, WaSH, and 
economic empowerment. Scan through to 
know more about our response.
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CHILD PROTECTION (INCLUDING SGBV)

Emilia (borrowed name), 14, is in fourth grade and has 
been living with her paternal grandmother since the 
death of her mother. She has just been rescued from a 
marriage with an 18 years young boy. It happens in a 
village in Togo.  Convinced by the boyfriend, Emilia left 
her grandmother's home on April 17, 2020, to go and 
live with her boyfriend, considering herself as his wife, 
with the blessing of the boy's father.

Attempts by neighbours to return the child to her 
grandmother's home were unsuccessful. A member of 
the local child protection committee reported the case 

to the local social welfare authority, which involved 
Plan International and other child protection actors in 
the management of the case. Thanks to the 
intervention of these actors, Emilia was taken back to 
her grandmother's home.

Plan International is following up regularly to prevent 
the case from recurring. Counselling is given to Emilia 
and the boy as well as to the parents. Measures are 
also being taken to ensure Emilia is made busy with 
school curricula, thus preventing her from any new 
attempt.

4 Benin organised a series of training sessions in Adjohoun and Dangbo 
communes on child protection within the COVID-19 context. 

4 Burkina Faso, continued to organise children and youth –led radio 
broadcasts in seven local languages to spread key messages related to 
children and adolescent girls' protection within the COVID-19 context.

4 In Cameroon and Mali, Plan International reached more than 10,000 people 
including IDPs and host communities respectively in the Far-North Region 
and in Mopti through door-to-door sensitisation messages on child protection 
in emergencies.

4 In CAR, Weekly parental education sessions on the role of parents in the 
prevention of COVID-19 and protection of children and girls from abuse held 
in Bouca subprefecture. About 150 households reached so far.

4 Plan International Ghana's Network for Young Women Empowerment held 
orientation on menstrual hygiene and staying safe from GBV and abuse to 
360 sponsored girls in Upper West Region.

4 In Liberia, girls have taken the lead in reporting cases of SGBV thanks to an 
online platform set up by Plan International through the GAA Project to report 
and refer SGBV issues occurring as a result of the lockdown. 

4 In collaboration with local partners, Mali and Liberia has produced and is 
broadcasting a series of radio spots and talk shows to ensure children, youth 
and especially girls' protection from SRV and GBV in remote areas.

OUR RESPONSE

4 In Niger, dignity kits were distributed to 457 young girls in Diffa, and more 
than 10 cases of gender-based violence identified, monitored and followed 
up. 

4 In Nigeria, mobile phones distributed to Community Volunteer Focal 
Points, to enable daily wellbeing check- in calls with assisted 
children and their families in hard-to-reach locations. 

4 In Senegal, 11,000 people including about 3000 girls were 
reached with radio broadcasts and door-to-door 
sensitisation sessions on COVID-19 gender-related 
impacts and child/youth protection in the Kaolack and Louga 
Regions. 

4 Some 80 Talibe children (all under 18 boys) were supported to 
return to their families in collaboration with the Departmental 
Committees of Child Protection in Kaolack and Dakar.

4 In Saint Louis, a network of 180 girls across the region is being set up 
to help fight COVID-19 and prevent GBV. This network called is in the 
process of being integrated into Girls Out Loud global platform.

4 In Togo, reflections held with village leaders on the establishment of 
community charters for child protection in communities bore fruits: the 
early and forced marriage of a girl 14 years old girl was prevented by 
a cantonal committee in Maritime region, with 13 people involved - 01 
girl, 7 women and 5 men.

Married and rescued at 14, due to lock-down and school closure



OUR RESPONSE

4 In Benin, 64 hand-washing equipment have been 
provided to households by youth associations in 
Zakpota, Djidja and Agbagnizou municipalities.

4 Burkina Faso trained and cascaded training on 
prevention and construction of handwashing 
devices (Tippy Tap) across Plan supported 
communities and camps.

4  Cameroon identified more than 400 additional 
families to benefit from handwashing kits in non-
sponsorship communities in the East Region.

4 CAR reached about 14,049 additional people 
including 6,619 children and 7,430 adults with 
COVID-19 prevention awareness raising in 
Berberati sub prefecture.

4 Ghana provided 6 completed water facilities to 
communities in Agona East district in Central PU to 
serve 4,772 including 2,379 women and girls.

4 Guinea reached 2,677,217 people among which 
1,392,153 girls and women with 2,193 hand-
washing stations in Guéckédou, 235,125 soaps 
and 142 thermoflashes.

4 Guinea Bissau distributed soap and bleach in 22 
communities across Bafata and Gabu, benefiting 1756 
sponsored children including 1,014 girls. 

4 Liberia continued the construction of 2 boreholes and 
installation of solar power water pumping machines in 2 
Sponsorship Districts in Bomi with inadequate WASH 
facilities.

4 Mali is finalizing process for the purchase of 258 hand 
washing kits, hydro-alcoholic gels and liquid soaps for 
partner communities in Bougouni.

4 Niger provided 70 hand-washing facilities to the health, 
municipalities and girls learning centre and sponsored 
the construction of 4,452 local hand-washing facilities by 
community members following awareness raising 
sessions in Dosso and Tillabéri.

4 In Togo, supported youth led-associations carried-out 
hand-washing devices manufacturing demonstration 
along with hygiene messages that reached 148,719 
people including 78,374 girls and women and 1,488 
people living with a disability. 

Fighting Covid-19: 
Plan International to the rescue

In another effort to crackdown the spread on Covid-19 
pandemic, Plan International under the EU project in 
Borno state, donated some covid-19 preventive items 
to MMC, Mongono, Koduga ,Magumeri and Gwoza 

LGA of Borno state. The items distributed were hand 
washing stands, soaps and water jericans.

The donation began with a sensitization session about 
personal hygiene, 5 steps of hand washing and when 

to wash hands. Also with ways to avoid the 
contamination and spread of COVID 19. The activity 

was conducted to promote hygiene practices, 
reduction in mortality rate as a result of covid-19, 

enhanced community's self- realization and ownership 
of the items distributed, also raising their self-esteem 

and social standing.

The items were received by School Based 
Management Agency (SBMC) chairmen of various 

Local Government Areas reached.

WASH (INCLUDING HYGIENE 
PROMOTION/SUPPLIES, WASH 
FACILITIES AND MHM)

A total of 135 stands donated to MMC, 
Konduga, Mongono ,Magumeri ,and 

Gwoza respectively. 

Handing over of protection kits to health facilities in Togo.

Khadijah, a GAA youth advocate intensifies awareness on COVID-19 
prevention amongst the children in her community in Ghana. Handing over of hand-washing stands in Borno State, Nigeria.



OUR RESPONSE

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY (INCLUDING 
YOUTH PARTICIPATION)

4 West and Central Africa regional hub has finalized 
the design and will soon launch the piloting of  the 
implementation of the Youth Challenge Fund, to directly 
fund and support youth-led initiatives for COVID 19 in 5 
Country Offices. 

4 Guinea, Burkina Faso, Benin and Sierra Leone will 
join Senegal in implementing the Girls Out Loud (GOL) 
programme that provides a safe online space to girls 
and young women to raise their voices and discuss 
issues affecting them, particularly during the crisis. 

4 Benin hosted a radio show entitled "Young force to 
defeat COVID-19”, that gave an opportunity to 30 
youths to share about COVID-19 and reach about 2000 
peers.  

4 Benin also organized online engagement (Facebook 
Online Chats) on COVID-19 and Violence Against Girls 
and Women: A total of 15,669 people including 10,812 
men participated and/or commented in the chat.

4 Burkina Faso organized a series of awareness raising 
campaigns reaching 11,749 households in Kourintenga 
village and more than 20 youth organizations.

In partnership with the local youth movement "Grand 
Grin", Plan International Mali through its Bougouni 
Program area office, set up an Interactive program to talk 
about the Covid-19, and provide more details to listeners 
who call to ask questions. Broadcasted on six radio 
stations, the program is mainly hosted by 2 young boys, 
and a girl from the local youth movement, including Dr. 
Abdoulaye Sidi.  

I heard many stories about this pandemic and I 
didn't know which ones were true and which 
were false. I called the program to ask 
questions and I was edified. It's very informative 
and reassuring. It helped me to know how to 
protect myself and others, and where to go if 
ever I get infected."

A listener testifies the impact of the program: 

4 Liberia provided logistical support to the Incident 
Management System (IMS) to accelerate national 
response to COVID-19. 

4 Guinea collaborated with partner Youth group (CJFLG) 
to distribute posters and produce radio programs, 
spots, etc in local languages, reaching 290,957people 
in total.

4 Mali organized and broadcast a series of roundtables 
and interactive radio programs and awareness-raising 
radio messages in several regions, to reach over 
3,003,187people.

4 Nigeria provided Solar Radios to individuals for 
community and family use to enable them listen to Plan 
International on Dandal Kura radio station where 
prevention, child/girl protection and awareness raising 
messages are aired.

4 Togo organized sensitization sessions in Maritime, 
Sokode, and Central, targeting motorbike taxi riders, 
community leaders, cantonal committees, craft learners, 
individuals with disabilities, parents, members of 
savings groups, etc; and continued broadcasting spots 
on 07 community radio stations alternately reaching 
396,700 people, including 2,271 people living with 
disabilities.  

4 Cameroon engaged with women leaders of social 
groups,  community leaders and households in the East 
and Far-North regions, Covid-19 preventive messages, 
reaching more than 6000 people. 

4 CAR reached additional 4,819 people with awareness 
raising messages and IEC posters on the prevention of 
COVID-19 in Bangui.

4 Cameroon engaged with women leaders of social groups,  
community leaders and households in the East and Far-
North regions, Covid-19 preventive messages, reaching 
more than 6000 people. 

4 CAR reached additional 4,819 people with awareness raising 
messages and IEC posters on the prevention of COVID-19 in 
Bangui.

4 Guinea Bissau was able to reach about 775, 905 people 
through community sensitization digital platforms, radio 
programmes public awareness videos, as well as advocacy 
messages on Covid-19 prevention and child protection, 
especially girls.  

4 Niger supported  Community volunteers/relays to carry out 
sensitisation home visits in sponsored communities using 
graphic posters, and do demonstration and installation of 
TIPY TAPs, reaching 7090 persons in Dosso and Tillabéri.

“Despite the preventive measures enacted by the 
government in Mali, majority of the population is 
still reluctant to observe them, because they don't 
believe in the disease." 

Abdoulaye S., 26-year-old doctor and member 
of the local youth movement of Bougouni. 

Radio programs to enhance behavior 
change in Mali!

Training of adolescent and young girls on Reproductive Health and 
COVID-19 prevention in Kita, Mali.



OUR RESPONSE

HEALTH (INCLUDING COVID INFECTION 
PREVENTION AND CONTROL, SRHR, 
FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY)

4 Benin organised a series of 25 training sessions in 9 
Departments targeting people living with HIV, LGBQT, 
Therapeutic Educators, Legal Assistants, and Injecting 
drug users.

4 In YEWA project, to fight COVID-19 organized a round 
table with 2 radios stations on "Sexual reproductive 
health in the context of COVID-19".

4 Burkina Faso trained 141 health workers including 76 
women on the monitoring of COVID-19 in two health 
districts (Barsalogho and Tougouri) and regional health 
hospital in the Centre-North region.

4 CAR provided 10,000 masks to partners, community 
volunteers, and Plan International staff across all CAR's 
areas of intervention, to reduce risk during COVID-19 
period.

4 In Guinea 22,807 facial masks distributed to Plan's 
sponsored children, families, and partners in Littoral and 
Kissidougou reaching 22,807 people (5,942G, 5,704 B, 
5,918 W, 5,244 M).

4 Empowerment of girl leaders and girls' structures through 
involvement and effective participation in health and 
psychosocial assistance through social networks. The 
reorientation of the project of the NGO Secours aux 
Handicapes de Guinee (OSH-G) for the assistance of 
disabled persons, considering the needs of children. The 
training of girls' trainee as moderator for the 
implementation of the project at the level of girls and 
women for the pillars of the GGE in the COVID-19 
context.

4 Liberia in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 
produced and distributed IEC materials on COVID-19 
prevention at local and national levels.

4 Mali printed and displayed 500 COVID-19 Awareness 
Posters at Dioila in public spaces to reach 253 girls, 224 
boys, 673 women and 498 men.

4 Niger donated 30 hand washing facilities to health 
centers in sponsorship villages reaching 9,114 persons in 
Dosso, and distributed 11,742 protective masks and 
58,710 Soaps to 22,856 Sponsored Children and 
Community Volunteers in 12 sponsorship villages.

4 Nigeria supported 10,200 people including 4,360 women 
with in-kind food assistance in Pulka community Gwoza, 
Borno state;  4,292 children aged 6 to 23 months' 
including 2,105girls with fortified supplementary food 
(CSB++) through BSFP and 6,286 mother and caretakers 
with training sessions on proper nutrition including 
maternal infant and young child nutrition during COVID-
19.

4 In partnership with the Medical Districts, Senegal trained 
Community Health Workers that will carry out 
sensitisation on preventing COVID-19, Community-based 
epidemiological surveillance of diseases and side effects 
of COVID-19 regarding GBV for instance. 

4 In Togo, 84 health centers (health facilities) served with 
(86) hand washing devices, 174 box of 24 bottles each of 
liquid soap and 136 cans of hydro alcoholic solution in 
Kara Region.

Conscious of the fact that its contribution will be 
useful for the protection of children, girls and 

young people, Plan International Togo through 
its Maritime regional office and in collaboration 
with the association Synergie-Développement, 
proceeded to the delivery of protection kits to 
the health facilities in Maritime Programme 

Impact and Influencing Area. 

Donations of protection kits to 
health facilities in Togo.

“This kit, consisting of hand washing 
devices, hydro-alcoholic gel and liquid soap, 

will enable the health facilities to further 
strengthen the protection system for both 

health care staff and patients"

says one of the beneficiary health personnel. 



OUR RESPONSE

EDUCATION (INCLUDING EARLY 
LEARNING AND PARENTING)

4 Benin trained 375 teachers (33 W), 40 Animators (27 
W from local partner), 138 people (9 W), and 110 peer 
educators (52 G) on barrier measures and protection in 
the Natitingou Program Area, and provided 336 hand-
washing stations for the schools in Adja-Ouèrè Sub-
Prefecture.

4 Burkina Faso provided 1,060 protection masks to the 
1,060 education actors including 531 women in the 
Speed School centers in Kongoussi province, as well as 
hand-washing kits (soap, Typpi tap construction 
materiel) for Speed school local management 
committee.

4 Cameroon distributed integrative exercises targeting 
pupils enrolled in Nursery 2 in the bilingual public 
nursery schools of Minawao and candidates to the First 
School Leaving Certificate examination reaching1,506 
pupils (796 B, 710 G) for continuous learning with the 
help of parents and educational animators, in the Far-
North Region. 

4 Trained 51 teachers (18 W) in collaboration with 
MINEDUB on monitoring the use of physical exercise 
materials by students at home.

4 CAR reached 1,287 people including parents, teachers and 
school authorities from partner schools in Ouham 
prefectures with COVID-19 information and prevention 
messages.

4 In collaboration with relevant government services, Ghana 
has begun airing of lessons on Ghana Television Learning 
channel to Basic school children using Plan International 
Ghana's T4T and MG-Cubed project studios. M&E team is 
still working out the modalities for assessing the number 
reached.

4 Liberia is working with Ministry of Education and key 
players in the education sector to develop age and gender 
appropriate guided Health Kits contents for COVID-19 for 
schools across the country.

4 Mali Distributed educational packages in Dioila, Bougouni, 
Kita, Kadioilo and Bla to 2,777 girls and 2,777 boys 
benefiting from the PASS+ project. This package is to 
enable children to keep what they have learned and also to 
raise awareness. 

4 In anticipation of school reopening on 02 June 2020, 
Senegal is intensifying efforts to support sponsorship 
communities with masks for students and Sponsored 
Children, hygiene kits including handwashing facilities for 
schools and awareness raising on radio to limit the risk of 
COVID-19 propagations by students and parents.

4 Togo is sensitizing parents and pupils on the availability of 
remote courses to maintain the school level of the pupils.

The District Education Community Primary School in 
Benkia village, Port Loko District currently hosts over a 

hundred and seventy (170) pupils from four communities 
in the neighbourhood (Makaneh, Mafemgben, Gbonkeh, 

and Woreh villages).

Schooling has been very challenging, especially during 
the raining season, as the water leaks through the 

thatch roof. Another challenge is insufficient benches, 
which means on daily basis, some students come to 

school with their own benches and/or desks.

Having seen the appalling condition of the school, Plan 
International Sierra Leone started the construction of a 
modern school to ensure better learning conditions to 

children and pupils when school re-opens after the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Plan International Sierra Leone has constructed 
water wells, toilets, and is also paying fees and 

providing other school learning materials to pupils 
of the community. It is but normal to complete all 
this support with nice school buildings that will 

attract more pupils.”

Pa Alimamy Kanu, Village Head-man.

Better learning conditions for Benkia 
pupils at school reopening

Lessons recording session in studio, Ghana.

Makeshift classrooms being replaced by modern buildings in 
preparation for school resumption, Benkia village, Sierra Leone.

Educational package for children 
and girls to continue to learn at 
home during lock down. 
(Mali, PASS+ Project)



OUR RESPONSE
ECONOMIC SECURITY (INCLUDING 
CVA, SOYEE AND SOCIAL PROTECTION)

4 Benin and Togo supported training for more than 100 
young people on how to produce masks and about 150 
young people including women on handwashing 
equipment manufacturing.

4 Mali trained 10 young coaches including 2 girls in youth 
entrepreneurship and 50 young leaders of youth 
associations (24 girls) in COVID-19 response and all 
aspects of the YEWA programme.

4 Niger supported the production to date of 19,015 
washable masks by young girls' members of youth 
savings groups: 11,209 masks have already been sold, 
reaching 3576 persons in Dosso and Tillabéri.

4 Nigeria is following up 2,700 youths including 1,620 
young girls under in GIZ-YEE project on vocational 
training, entrepreneurship development and 
apprenticeship.

4 Senegal carried out cash distribution activities in the 
Region of Thies for 384,474 persons, including 18,340 
women.

A rehabilitation centre for young 
girls involved in the manufacture 
of multiple use masks

To combat the spread of Covid-19, Plan 
International Guinea is supporting a 
Girls’ socio-professional reintegration 
centre with the production of multiple-use 
masks. 1000 masks made of washable 
fabrics are produced per day.

The president of the centre explains the 
mechanism put in place for the 
production of these masks in such a 
record time.

“ We had initiated a project in 2014 called "One girl, one 
job" with Plan International. It was a project to reintegrate 
young girls into a trade. When our country registered the 
first cases of Coronavirus, we contacted Plan 
International’s office in the coastal region to ask for their 
support in the production of multiple use masks that could 
be used by all social classes, children and adults alike. T

his is how about 27,000 masks will be produced and 
distributed free of charge to the populations of the coastal 
zone. After this stage of production, we are going to go to 
the field for awareness sessions, especially on the wearing 
of masks, because we have noticed that many of our 
citizens still do not know how to wear them.



Youth leader displaying some reusable masks being made in a 
center sponsored by Plan International Guinea.

Saafatou,15. Student at Plan International's apprenticeship centre 
in Dosso region, Niger. She is taking a stand against the virus by 

making reusable face masks. 



OUR RESPONSE

HUMANITARIAN COORDINATION, 
INFLUENCING, PARTNERSHIP AND 
GENDER EQUALITY

4 All West and Central Africa (WACA) countries are 
highly contributing to covid-19 national response 
programs by actively taking part in cluster/coordination 
meetings, country Humanitarian Response Plans 
(HRP), review/drafting processes, thematic/technical 
working groups, etc.

4 West and Central Africa (WACA) Hub organised a 
virtual mini-workshop including the Global hub, OCHA 
headquarters and the WACA COs on the topic of 
humanitarian funding. Orientations focussed on CERF, 
CBPF and MPTF funding modalities.

4 All 14 countries of the WACA region are eligible to the 
Global Partnership on Education (GPE) fund to respond 
to the impact of COVID-19 on education. Plan 
International Sierra Leone, as member of a consortium 
led by Save the Children, has been confirmed as 
implementing partner by the World Bank (Grant Agent). 

4 Plan International WACA remains active member of the 
OCHA-coordinated Regional Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Working Group (R-EPRWG) and is 
supporting multi-partner country teams in the 
operationalisation of country humanitarian response 
plans to COVID-19. 

4 Our distinct offer: provision of technical assistance to 
the gender dimensions of the response plans in each of 
the prioritised sectors.

4 Benin participated in the restricted committee for GPE 
proposal designing and equally attended the 
extraordinary session of local Education group led by 
the Minister of Primary school for the validation of GPE 
proposal. 

4 Burkina Faso has signed agreements with the network 
of journalists for the production and broadcasting of 
micro programs and spots on COVID-19. 

4 CAR is very engaged in the revision process of the 
HRP by sharing some data and information 
(assessment reports) to different clusters (Education, 
Child protection, GBV, Food security Nutrition et 
WASH).

4 Guinea signed a collaboration agreement with the 
Ministry of Education and Literacy for educational 
continuity through 35 radio stations, and it is intended to 
reach 2,217,177 children between 3 – 18 years. 

4 Guinea Bissau is working in partnership with seven (7) 
youth organizations using the digital platform for 
awareness messages on COVID-19 and child 
protection.

4 Mali signed an MOU with the Crisis and Disaster 
Management Centre, the Ministry for the Promotion of 
Women, Children and the Family, the Ministry of Health 
and Social Affairs, and the National Youth Council to 
reinforce common vision in crises management 
(preparedness and response) and ensure access to 
gender transformative services and rights to 
communities, children and girls.

4 Together with like-minded organizations, Plan 
International Liberia issued  asking a policy statement
the government to guarantee the full respect of human 
rights during the curfew and lockdown, provide access 
to more INGOs and to ensure that there is a recovery 
strategy with allocated resources.

4 As co-lead of the national SGBV working group, Niger 
engaged with both UNFPA lead and the COVID-19 task 
team to review the national Humanitarian Response 
Plan.  

4 Nigeria held a Webinar on the theme Women, Girls and 
COVID-19: Issues, Impact and Opportunities for 
Gender Responsive Social Transformation, with a five-
women panel. The webinar drew participants from 
around the world: 1,600 views of the video recording of 
the webinar on Facebook.

4 , has The citizen-led initiative Offensive Corona1515
been launched in Senegal to strengthen the united 
response to the coronavirus and enhance community 
resilience. The initiative is supported by UNFPA, the 
European Union, UNCDF, USAID, UN WOMEN, 
OSIWA, the Virtual University of Senegal, Plan 
International and Enda ECOPOP. 

4 Sierra Leone continues to coordinate with Government 
of Sierra Leone Emergency Operation Centre for the 
national COVID-19 response, including resource 
mobilisation and planning for a potential second 
national lockdown.

4 Togo is partnering with 31 local radio stations for the 
spreading of key messages on COVID-19 prevention 
and outbreak.

MOU between Plan International and the Ministry of Health and 
Social Affairs in Mali.

Plan International and Fondation Orange together to reach out to 
vulnerable communities in Guinea.

https://thenewdawnliberia.com/liberia-international-non-governmental-organizations-lingo-forum-joint-statement-on-covid-19/
https://thenewdawnliberia.com/liberia-international-non-governmental-organizations-lingo-forum-joint-statement-on-covid-19/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/file/FC19D7EF-EAAC-48E7-8E5B-6B1045087030?tenantId=96306d57-5eb7-4dc4-a5bd-22a0e5cc0aab&fileType=pdf&objectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fplaninternational.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FWACACOVID-19OFFICIALGROUP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FCOs%20COVID-19%20RESPONSE%20INITIATIVES%2FSEN-note%20synthe%CC%80se%20Lancement.pdf&baseUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fplaninternational.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FWACACOVID-19OFFICIALGROUP&serviceName=teams&threadId=19:779bd64238b449b0a40f1b54894a935a@thread.tacv2&groupId=03197824-a12e-4e37-a89d-abcb07ba4e58


4 Sven Coppens, Director Coastal West Africa and Regional DRM focal point.
Email: 
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sven.coppens@plan-international.org

Business Development. 
Email: 

4 Jaire Somo, Regional Media and Communication Lead.

Rachelle.Mian-Djangone@plan-international.org

Email: Jaire.somo@plan-international.org  

KEY CONTACTS: 

MORE DETAILS OF OUR RESPONSE ON:

@PlanWestAfrica

@PlanWestAfrica

HEAR IT FROM A 
 COVID-19 SURVIVOR

The stigma is more dangerous than the virus itself.”

“I was declared positive for coronavirus on 30 March 2020 and went 
to the centre for treatment. It was from my sick bed that I began to 
experience exclusion and stigmatisation from my close neighbours. 
First people started ignoring my children and at times, even my 
friends in the neighbourhood.

The act that affected me the most, was when a neighbour of mine 
with whom I was very friendly, decided to leave the yard where I was 
because she had learnt of my positivity to the disease. When I heard 
the news, my blood pressure went up.

And worse the next day, our wholesaler called me and asked me to 
come and get my luggage out of his house. It wasn't the coronavirus 
that was going to kill me, but rather the social weight, the way other 
people looked at my family. I think the stigma is more dangerous than 
the virus itself.”

To address the rising discrimination against people who have 
contracted COVID-19 and have been discharged from hospital, Plan 
International in partnership with the Ministry of Social Action, is 
supporting families affected by the disease with moral, psychological 
and material assistance, visiting them in their homes to council them 
and listen to their concerns. Plan International is also raising 
awareness in the community to teach people the correct facts about 
the disease to prevent the sharing of inaccurate information which 
can lead to a dangerous culture of blame and shame.

Fadima, 33, was one of the first people to 
contract COVID-19 in her community in Guinea. 
Since her release from the treatment centre, the 
young woman and mother of three children has 
felt excluded by her neighbours, who are 
shunning not only her but also her family. She 
shares her experience.

“I am very happy to see Plan International and the 
Ministry of Social Action support my family. It is an 
act that I will not forget for the rest of my life. I felt 
really abandoned and even rejected, but we hope 
that this will make a difference. The fact that you 
visited my family has touched me enormously. 

People need to understand that those of us who 
have been cured of this disease are not a danger."

Plan International is fully committed to providing a safe, protective and supportive environment for all children, young boys and girls in all their diversity. Their welfare, development and dignity will at all times be of paramount consideration.
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