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Vaccinating the world: ‘Team Europe' to share more than 200 million
doses of COVID-19 vaccines with low and middle-income countries by the
end of 2021

Brussels, 22 July 2021

Ensuring access to safe and affordable COVID-19 vaccines around the world, and notably for low and
middle-income countries, is a priority for the European Union.

At the Global Health Summit in Rome, on 21 May 2021, President von der Leyen announced that
‘Team Europe' would share with low and middle-income countries at least 100 million doses by the
end of 2021, mainly via COVAX, our partner in vaccinating the world.

Team Europe (the EU, its institutions and all 27 Member States) is on track to exceed this initial
goal, with 200 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines foreseen to be shared with the countries that
need them most, by the end of 2021.

President von der Leyen said: “Team Europe takes its responsibility in helping the world fight the
virus, everywhere. Vaccination is key – that's why it is essential to ensure access to COVID-19
vaccines to countries worldwide. We will be sharing more than 200 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines with low and middle-income countries by the end of this year.”

The more than 200 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines that have been committed by Team Europe
will reach their destination countries, mainly through COVAX, by the end of this year.

COVAX has so far delivered 122 million doses to 136 countries.

In parallel, Team Europe has launched an initiative on manufacturing and access to vaccines,
medicines and health technologies in Africa.

The initiative will help create the right conditions for local vaccine manufacturing in Africa, backed by
€1 billion from the EU budget and the European development finance institutions such as the
European Investment Bank (EIB).

On 9 July, Team Europe agreed to support large-scale investment in vaccine production by the
Institut Pasteur in Dakar, alongside other support measures. The new manufacturing plant will
reduce Africa's 99% dependence on vaccine imports and strengthen future pandemic resilience in
the continent.

Background

The EU has been the driving force behind the Coronavirus Global Response and the creation of the
ACT-Accelerator, the world's facility for access to COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics and treatments.

As most low and middle-income countries need time and investments to build their own
manufacturing capacities, the immediate and most effective response still is vaccine sharing.

The Global Health Summit was convened by President von der Leyen and the Prime Minister of Italy
Mario Draghi on 21 May 2021. This very first G20 summit on health marked the beginning of a new
chapter in global health policy.

World leaders committed to multilateralism, global cooperation in health and to ramping up vaccine
manufacturing capacities worldwide, to make this pandemic the last pandemic.

For more information

Coronavirus Global Response

Global Health Summit

Africa initiative

IP/21/3845

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_21_2602
https://global-response.europa.eu/index_en
https://global-response.europa.eu/index_en
https://global-health-summit.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2594


Press contacts:

Dana SPINANT (+32 2 299 01 50)
Stefan DE KEERSMAECKER (+32 2 298 46 80)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email

Related media

 Coronavirus - Vaccination, Italy

mailto:dana.spinant@ec.europa.eu
mailto:stefan.de-keersmaecker@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/avs/files/video6/repository/prod/photo/store/store2/9/P050869-576354.jpg

	Vaccinating the world: ‘Team Europe' to share more than 200 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines with low and middle-income countries by the end of 2021

