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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2013/14 winter/spring output estimated at a near-record 
level 

 Rice exports forecast to increase in 2014 

 Domestic prices of rice remain generally stable at low levels 

The 2013/14 winter/spring output estimated at a 
near-record level 

Harvesting of the 2013/14 mostly irrigated winter/spring paddy crop, 
accounting for about 45 percent of annual production, is almost 
completed in the south and will continue until July in the north. FAO’s 
latest forecast puts the 2014 winter/spring paddy production at 
20.3 million tonnes, similar to last year’s same season bumper output. 
The anticipated good outcome is the result of higher yields, due to 
favourable weather conditions and adequate supplies of irrigation 
water. This more than offset the slight contraction in area planted, 
following the official efforts to shift paddy land to other crops, including 
maize and soybeans, in an attempt to avoid paddy overproduction 
and prevent downward pressure on prices. Planting of the 2014 
summer/autumn and 10

th
 Month rice crops, accounting for 32 and 

22 percent, respectively of annual production, will start later this year. 
Assuming good weather conditions during the cropping seasons, FAO 
tentatively forecasts the 2014 aggregate rice production (including the 
ongoing winter/spring, summer/autumn and the 10

th
 Month harvests) 

at around the good level of last year. 
 
Sowing of the 2014 maize crop is underway. Preliminary official 
estimates, as of mid-May, indicates that 453 300 hectares have been 
placed under maize crop, some 2 percent above the area planted at 
the same time in 2013. Assuming that the plantings will continue to 
increase and favourable weather conditions will prevail during the 
season, FAO tentatively forecasts the 2014 maize harvest at a record 
level of 5.4 million tonnes, up 4 percent from the 2013 bumper output. 

Rice exports forecast to increase in 2014 
The 2014 rice exports are forecast at 7.2 million tonnes, some 
9 percent above last year’s low level. This reflects expectations of 
another good production in 2014 and higher export demand from 
Asian countries, including Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia and 
China, in response to low prices. According to the General Statistics 
Office (GSO), rice exports between January and April 2014 reached 
2.1 million tonnes, similar to the level during the same period in 2013. 
 
Cereal imports of the country consist mostly of wheat and maize. 
During the 2013/14 marketing year (July/June) they are forecast at 
1.9 and 1.3 million tonnes, respectively. Overall, cereal imports are 
forecast at 3.7 million tonnes, similar to last year’s below-average 
level. 

Domestic prices of rice continued to decline in 
April 
Wholesale prices of rice, the main staple food in the country, 
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continued their declining trend in April, with the near-record 2013/14 
main season winter-spring harvest, entering the markets. Lower 
cross-border exports to China, mainly due to increased transportation 
costs, also contributed to the decline. However, the government 
procurement programme, which started in mid-March and targets the 
purchase of 1 million tonnes of the current rice crop, limited the 
decrease in prices. Overall, domestic rice prices in April were similar 
to their levels at the same time last year. 
 
According to the GSO, the year-on-year consumer price index 
increased by 4.5 percent in April 2014. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


