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NUR-SULTAN – The spread of the coronavirus infection has surged rapidly in numbers

over the last month. As of 10 July, 54,747 COVID-19 cases and 264 deaths were

recorded in the country. The sharp increase in the statistics is due to the new system

of aggregating the COVID-19 data, which includes asymptomatic cases, too. Health

Minister Alexey Tsoy does not exclude the possibility of extending the second

quarantine, which has started on 5 July, based on intermediate results and

assessment of the situation.  

Meanwhile, the hospitals across the country warn they are at or near their full

capacity, and the numbers continue to tick upwards. In his video address to the

nation on 8 July, President Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev announced the 13 July as

National Mourning Day on the victims of COVID-19 and emphasized that “due to the

mass non-observance of quarantine measures, systemic mistakes of the former

leadership of the Ministry of Health, local executive bodies, we are actually dealing

with a second wave of COVID-19, coupled with a sharp increase in pneumonia”.

As reported, KZT 150 billion is allocated for the purchase of medicines, ventilators,

incentives for health workers and other urgent measures. Spending of funds will be

under special control. The President assured that the number of beds in hospitals to

increase by 70% and brought up to 43 thousand. Minister Tsoy stated that up to

35,000 tests will be done daily for people showing COVID-19 symptoms and those

who were in contact with COVID-19 patients. 

Officials also urged citizens not to rush to take the test or computed tomography in

an effort to decrease the load on the healthcare system. A pilot project that provides

free virtual consultation with qualified doctors in three medical institutions in Almaty,

Nur-Sultan and Shymkent has been launched. The service is regarded as a part of the

primary health care (PHC) program and is part of a package of guaranteed volume of

free medical care. Moreover, for quick monitoring and information of pharmacy

supplies i-teka mobile application is available for users. State authorities also focused

on better risk communication and the need to avoid panic in society, fight fake news

and disinformation.  

More on emergency health response on page 2.

Prior to the current crisis, young people aged 15-24 were three times

more likely than adults to be unemployed and often faced a prolonged

school-to-work transition period. In post-COVID-19 societies, youngsters

will need to be equipped with the skills to successfully manage

evolving challenges and the resilience in the time of crisis. UNESCO is

conducting a one-week of online training sessions for young people,

including from the most vulnerable groups, with the experts from

various professional fields. In result of seven training sessions from 15 to

22 July, young participants will be equipped with the key skills and

competences, which may help them to improve their socio-economic

conditions negatively affected by COVID-19 outbreak. UNDP together

with the public association "ECOCENTER" launched a project to create

jobs for vulnerable youth in Karaganda and Aktobe regions. Young

entrepreneurs under the age of 35, who have a sustainable business,

got an opportunity to receive grants of up to KZT 3 mln to scale up

their capacities and create additional workplaces for 60 youngsters.

Moreover,  around 80 young people went through in-depth trainings

during UNFPA’s Y-Peer Summer camp on the following topics: social

media, the concept of healthy choices and responsible safe behaviour,

reproductive health and human rights, prevention of STIs, including

HIV; contraception; gender awareness and sensitivity, stereotypes,

stigma, discrimination; tolerance and prevention of gender violence

and victim-blaming.

More on risk communications on page 3.

SKILLS FOR YOUTH 
FOR COVID-19 CRISIS
RECOVERY

KAZAKHSTAN REINTRODUCED LOCKDOWN 
AS COVID-19 CASES REACH NEW HIGH

HIGHLIGHTS
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MIGRANTS TRAPPED IN
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN
RETURNS BACK HOME

The UN in Kazakhstan unveiled “Third Paradise” open-air installation in Nur-Sultan in solidarity
with global fight against COVID-19

UN recognizes and supports measures to contain the spreading of

COVID-19 while emphasizing the right of migrants to return. 

On 3 July, 746 migrants who had been stuck on the Kazakh-Uzbek

border were transported by IOM to their home country, Tajikistan,

via the territory of Uzbekistan. This operation was made possible

thanks to the joint efforts of the authorities of Kazakhstan,

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Moreover, one unaccompanied child

received support from UNICEF in returning to home country

Uzbekistan. IOM urges all stakeholders, in countries of destination,

transit and origin, to explore ways to ensure that stranded migrants

have the option to return safely to their countries of origin, all the

while taking into full consideration public health measures. During

the lockdown period, IOM in Central Asia provided assistance to

over 2,300 migrants. 

More on socio-economic response on page 2.

KEY SOURCES
www.coronavirus2020.kz
www.anti-corona.kz

https://astanatimes.com/2020/07/un-in-kazakhstan-unveils-third-paradise-art-installation-symbolizing-solidarity-in-global-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.facebook.com/uninkazakhstan/videos/551961592376824/
http://en.unesco.kz/wysd2020-skills-for-youth-for-covid-19-crisis-recovery?fbclid=IwAR1jOhlmEAn4D_3053Sb2IwM98SD4yB_5adAzJKp7zn5N3FzCdEoZX2kMqc
https://astanatimes.com/2020/07/un-in-kazakhstan-unveils-third-paradise-art-installation-symbolizing-solidarity-in-global-fight-against-covid-19/
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On 9 July the meeting of the UN Resident Coordinator Norimasa Shimomura,

WHO Country Office Representative Caroline Clarinval with Minister of

Healthcare Alexey Tsoy was held to discuss the prospects of further

coordination of COVID-19 response activities;

The national COVID-19 clinical management protocol was updated and

requires revision from the WHO side. Some changes were introduced into the

case definition, COVID-19 patient pathway, antibacterial therapy, etc. Both

hydroxychloroquine and lopinavir are still recommended for management of

severe to critical cases. Dexamethasone has been introduced for the

management of hospitalized patients receiving oxygen;  

Guidance for national stakeholders on Primary Health Care (PHC) assessment

and guidance on adapting PHC services has been commenced by WHO;

Online discussions were conducted by WHO with national laboratory teams

to review activities including biosafety and the PCR protocol; 

Webinar on provision of health services to pregnant women, mothers and

newborns during COVID-19 was organized by the Scientific Center for

Obstetrics, Gynecology and Perinatology of Kazakhstan, the Scientific Center

for Pediatrics and Pediatric Surgery of Kazakhstan and the St. Angelo Hospital

(Venice, Italy) with technical support from WHO and UNICEF. As the global

and national recommendations emphasize the importance of joint maternal

and child management, including exclusive breastfeeding and joint stay of

mothers and newborns, the impact of COVID-19 on maternal and child health

and COVID-19 prevention measures were discussed;

A number of COVID-19 studies is being implemented: the adaptation of the

protocol has been completed, on sero-epidemiological study - the adapted

protocol is being prepared to be submitted to the Local Ethical Committee; 

On SOLIDARITY trial – the package of documents is prepared to be

resubmitted to the National Committee on Expertise of Medicines and

Medical Products for their approval. The new protocol will contain

Remdesivir+ SoC; Remdesivir+ interferon beta1-alfa+SoC; Interferon beta1-alfa

+SoC.

More than 1600 pre-schools administrators, methodists and medical

workers from all regions of Kazakhstan participated in four UNICEF-

facilitated webinars in cooperation with the Ministry of Education

and Science and with financial support from USAID. The webinars

aimed at introducing the management of the pre-schools and

kindergartens with the main safety measures and sanitary

requirements during COVID-19 in line with the UNICEF Guidelines

for pre-school reopening; 

UNICEF has concluded an agreement with community based

organization “Korgau” working with children and families in difficult

life situation in several regions of Kazakhstan. The organization is

disseminating awareness raising materials among clients on COVID-

19, hygiene products, social and legal counselling to child and

families including victims of violence in the family;

Since the launch of the UNICEF capacity building webinars for

school psychologists around 25 thousand people were reached.

Individual online counselling sessions continued to be provided by

mental health specialists and counsellors for school psychologists;

Two webinars for healthcare personnel on Infection prevention and

control associated with medical care in obstetric organizations and

on reducing neonatal mortality were organized by UNFPA and the

Ministry of Health. Over 150 people attended both webinars;

First series of online trainings for ministry officials and master

trainers from in-service teacher training institutions in Central Asia

were held by UNESCO. Around 100 participants attended the

training program;

UNDP signed an agreement with the Asian Development Bank on

medical waste management improvement. Within the agreement it

is planned: delivering autoclaves to medical institutions; reviewing

the current legislation on waste management; designing standard

operating procedures for proper collection, transportation, disposal

and monitoring of medical waste; enhancing healthcare workers‘

capacities in medical waste treatment in hospitals.  These measures

aim to help preventing virus outbreak outside of hospitals and

reduce COVID-19 cases among medical staff;

UNDP signed an agreement with “Damu Entrepreneurship

Development Fund" JSC to support entrepreneurs developing

renewable energy projects.

WHO is continuing in coordination with the Ministry of Healthcare

updating the supply requirement list, with note that the latest laboratory

requirement list has been received. This is essential to appropriately

allocate funding in line with the needed supplies; 

WHO is supporting Nur-Sultan city administration by providing technical

guidance, and sharing contacts of companies that build laboratories;

WHO is collaborating with national authorities on external quality assurer

clearance for laboratory kits;

Personal Protective Equipment shipment amounting for USD 2.7 mln is

expected to arrive on 10 July 2020.

EMERGENCY HEALTH RESPONSE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT
AND RESPONSE

COVID-19 RESPONSE SUPPLIES

NEW UN REPORT EXAMINES 
HOW TO PREVENT FUTURE PANDEMICS

A new report by the United Nations

Environment Programme and the

International Livestock Research

Institute takes a look at the root

causes and spread of the novel

coronavirus and other zoonoses,

diseases transmitted between animals

and humans. The Report finds that in

recent decades there has been a

surge in zoonotic diseases—potentially

deadly pathogens that jump between

animals and humans. This new report

finds that unless we adopt an

integrated approach to healthcare,

one that takes into account people,

animals and the environment, we'll

face more potentially catastrophic

outbreaks in the years to come.
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SPOTLIGHT

WHO and UNICEF have

launched the new Health Buddy

chat robot to answer all your

questions about COVID-19.

Available in Kazakh, Russian,

English languages.

The UN COVID-19 Response app provides

instant updates on the UN’s broad-ranging
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Information includes daily updates on the work

that the UN is doing to tackle the pandemic

worldwide, including campaigns, initiatives

and events, along with practical guidance and
information. Content is verified for accuracy
and available in the six official languages of the
UN (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish).

COVID-19 RESPONSE APP HEALTH BUDDY

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/preventing-future-zoonotic-disease-outbreaks-protecting-environment-animals-and
https://healthbuddy.info/index#webchat
https://www.inform.kz/ru/kazahstan-predlozhil-voz-napravit-ekspertov-dlya-pomoschi-medikam-v-regionah_a3671081
https://kazakhstan.unfpa.org/video/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%B8-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C-%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D1%81%D0%B2%D1%8F%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8B%D1%85-%D1%81-%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BC-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%89%D0%B8-%D0%B2
https://kazakhstan.unfpa.org/ru/video/%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B2%D1%8B-%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D1%81%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%B2-%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%83%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B5-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%85%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD
https://tengrinews.kz/money/fond-damu-proon-zaklyuchili-novoe-soglashenie-oblasti-vie-406921/
https://apps.apple.com/de/app/covid-19-response/id1513391764?l=en
https://apps.apple.com/de/app/covid-19-response/id1513391764?l=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.un.corona
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UNFPA held global release of the State of the World Population 2020

report focusing on harmful practices and promoting the value of girls,

especially during COVID-19 with the campaign on "Shecounts". The

report was featured in several national media, such as Tengrinews,

ABCTV, Nasha Gazeta and others.

Ahead of World Population Day on 11 July, UNFPA launched a

communications campaign #WeKazakhstan: series of cards prepared

about the urban growth dynamics, people with disabilities,

demographic trends including ageing, and women’s empowerment

and COVID-19 impact;

Visual information on COVID-19 safety measures was prepared by

UNICEF;

Mental health advices and recommendations were promoted,

including https://covid-19.mentalcenter.kz/ through partner voices: 2

psychologists from UNICEF partner, National Center for Mental Health,

interview to Kazakh TV.

Webinars on Journalism, 'Fake News' and Disinformation with the

support of Embassy of Latvia in Kazakhstan were held by UNESCO. The

event had 50 live participants and 450 engagements from media

professionals, trainers, journalism teaching instructors, and community

media volunteers on Facebook; 

UNESCO held an online ResiliArt debate titled "The Future of Creative

Cultural Industries: Voices of Creative Industries in Central Asia”.

The video clips on People with Disabilities and COVID-19 continue

being broadcasted on several local TV channels.

UNDP published an article “Youth in jeopardy receive economic

lifeline”;

UN Resident Coordinator Norimasa Shimomura’s interview for Khabar

24 Channel on “Third Paradise” art installation presentation;

UNICEF Representative Arthur van Diesen attended the AIFC EdTech

Forum discussing the COVID-19 impact on children and education;

IOM Representative Zeynal Hajiyev’s comment for “Qazaqstan” TV-

channel on counter-trafficking issues during COVID-19; 

Interview with Krista Pikkat, Director of UNESCO Almaty, on

organization’s pandemic response, challenges of media outlets, access

to information during COVID-19 crisis, and international journalism

standards for SDGs;

Head of UNDP Sustainable Unit Arman Kashkinbekov’s interview on

UNDP’s waste management activities.

On 8 July 2020 in Nur-Sultan in support of the global fight against

COVID-19 and promoting global UN75 dialogues, the online

presentation of the world-renowned artist Michelangelo Pistoletto’s

“Third Paradise” art installation was held. Michelangelo Pistoletto’s

concept was previously exhibited at the world’s leading art venues

and for the first time presented in Kazakhstan. In light of the growing

COVID-19 crisis the “Third Paradise” invites people to dialogue on the

future they want to see and serves as a constant reminder on how

important it is to strive to create a sustainable environment and

conscious consumption. 

UNICEF ONLINE VOLUNTEERS
SUPPORT YOUNG PEOPLE
DURING COVID-19

UN RISK COMMUNICATION AND 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Everyday eat a mix of wholegrains like wheat, maize and rice,

legumes like lentils and beans, plenty of fresh fruit and

vegetables, with some foods from animal sources (e.g. meat,

fish or eggs).

Limit salt intake to 5 grams (equivalent to a teaspoon) a day.

Limit intake of sweets and sugary drinks such as fizzy drinks,

fruit juices and juice drinks, liquid and powder concentrates,

flavoured water, energy and sports drinks, ready-to-drink tea

and coffee and flavoured milk drinks.

Stay hydrated: drink enough water.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT

Ms Elnara Bainazarova
Press and Communication Officer
UN Resident-Coordinator's Office for Kazakhstan

14, Azerbaijan Mambetov st.

010000 Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan

e-mail: elnara.bainazarova@one.un.org

UN IN KAZAKHSTAN MEDIA COVERAGE

TOTAL REACH

ENGAGEMENT

17 MLN

610K

In April 2020, UNICEF, together with the National

Volunteer Network, launched an online

volunteering programme in Kazakhstan. The

initiative, which was initially joined by only 200

people, has so far attracted about 1,500 motivated

young people willing to share their knowledge

and positive attitudes with their peers across the

country. 

UNAIDS Global Report “Seizing the

Moment” 

ESCAP Policy Brief “Freight Transport and

COVID-19 in North and Central Asia:

Changing the Connectivity Paradigm”

UNFPA Population Situation Analysis of

Kazakhstan 2020
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TIPS FOR MAINTAINING
A HEALTHY DIET
DURING COVID-19

SYMBOLIC ART FOR SOLIDARITY  
IN GLOBAL FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

https://www.facebook.com/unfpa.eecaro/videos/398093564482122/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/1000-detskih-brakov-zaklyuchayut-kazahstane-ejegodno-406991/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2yhWzJXBPI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ng.kz/modules/news/article.php?storyid=39101
https://www.facebook.com/theSteppe.kz/photos/pcb.3231906456873798/3231904356874008/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/theSteppe.kz/photos/pcb.3234734559924321/3234719229925854/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/theSteppe.kz/photos/pcb.3237468862984224/3237468156317628/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/theSteppe.kz/photos/pcb.3243154772415633/3243154145749029/?type=3&theater
https://www.unicef.org/kazakhstan/en/stories/everything-you-need-know-about-washing-your-hands-protect-against-coronavirus-covid-19
https://kazakh-tv.kz/kz/programms/viewArchive?id=26828
http://en.unesco.kz/call-to-organize-the-national-training-workshop-on-journalism-fake-news-disinformation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H1eNsQar_U
https://kazakhstan.unfpa.org/ru/video/covid19-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%BB%D1%8F-%D0%BB%D1%8E%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9-%D1%81-%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C%D1%8E
https://undpkaz.exposure.co/economic-empowerment-of-atrisk-youth
https://24.kz/ru/news/culture/item/407792-vystavka-tretij-raj-budet-vpervye-predstavlena-v-kazakhstane
https://www.inform.kz/ru/article/3667516
https://youtu.be/qtu8lFpEAng
https://qazradio.fm/kz/news/16512/;
https://bit.ly/2CcIky7
https://www.inform.kz/en/third-paradise-symbolic-art-for-solidarity-in-global-fight-against-covid-19-presented-in-kazakhstan_a3670395
https://www.facebook.com/WHOKazakhstan/posts/164342791810109?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBGZsmnWTuyjcDH9-WQrTOCq-R5oVxmFYi3BzV78zD9q9g52uB_aaimayl8EWLBu1jkZ6SKIKxpXOqPkRlaid73VH_1s0WM4tu8e9qIYIoRZH5nf0z02oBAS-oKrf99voxSpgExBWGGeAnL6wvfIdlRD6Puwmqjmjd_O54akoDkjLqdMvakFNGKwDl0B-CLYl5e_acBx_xtxAIsno6Tx5dOwqb_oFJLic5eGiQTpNG5DqyeICgGAiKjstcXw0L8wEAyMqeaeEv_BU0-RHSgrRfGmTJyyxw-e82GQvPZMx1FqzeUA0P8Gbc_wRcs2gxhS011lAitrxQcBRLcrTGxD2c&__tn__=-R
https://kazakhstan.unfpa.org/ru/publications/%D0%BC%D1%8B-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%85%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD-80-%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86
https://www.unicef.org/kazakhstan/%D0%9D%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%B8/%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BD-%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%8B-%D1%8E%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%84-%D0%B2-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%85%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%8E%D1%82-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B6%D1%8C-%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%8F-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR1VzD8rQnM3cshdI0zMlQbQ77OlLngHcYfwB2rHRa9pj0S9naYEr5-c0hw
https://www.un.org/en/un75/news-events
https://aids2020.unaids.org/report/
https://aids2020.unaids.org/report/
https://www.unescap.org/resources/freight-transport-and-covid-19-north-and-central-asia-changing-connectivity-paradigm
https://kazakhstan.unfpa.org/ru/publications/%D0%BC%D1%8B-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%85%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD-80-%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86

