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UN Agency Updates  

IOM 
As of 9 May IOM’s National Ebola Training Academy in 
partnership with WHO, US CDC, COMAHS, and MOHS has 
now trained 6,895 health care workers in Freetown (6,041 at 
the Academy) and via mobile trainings (854 trained).  
  
A 2-day mobile training on Infection Prevention and Control 
was delivered in Koindu, Kailahun district after a request by 
the Mano River Union for 64 border and health officials. This 
week, 50 ambulance drivers in Kambia and 75 health care 
workers in Kono will be trained. 
  
 The 3rd Health Emergency Simulation Exercise was held at 
Lungi International Airport on 8 May in collaboration with 
the Sierra Leone Airport Authority (SLAA), Sierra Leone 
Civil Aviation Authority (SLCAA), US CDC and IOM.  
  
On 7 May a meeting between IOM, ACF and DfID was held 
in Kambia to discuss and harmonize the prepositioning of 
Interim Care Kits across 880 district communities.  
  
Kono continues to see high numbers of measles and late 
stage malaria patients. IOM partner Wellbody Alliance’s 
Community Health Workers-trained in measles 
identification and referral protocols-are playing an 
instrumental role in encouraging sick persons to seek 
medical attention as early as possible. 
 
UNICEF 

 
UNICEF continues with the monitoring of school reopening. 
Data gathered using RapidPro indicates that a total of 2,447 
schools had been visited from 11 April-11 May 2015; of these, 
1,367 were from the EVD high risk districts of Port Loko, 
Kambia, and Western Rural and Urban. Of the total number 
of schools visited, 8.0 percent are pre-schools, 66.8 percent 
primary, 19.1 percent and 5.6 percent are Junior and Senior 
Secondary Schools, while the remaining 0.57 percent are 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 

centres. Overall results for the one month monitoring data 
are positive with 96.1 percent of the visited schools having 
reopened while 90.6 percent registered to have received all 
critical supplies (thermometers, hand washing and cleaning 
materials). In addition, 94.2 percent have at least one 
teacher trained on the safety protocol. The utilisation of 
supplies also shows positive results: 94.2 percent of the 
visited schools had received hand washing supplies and 96.8 
percent were practicing hand washing at the time of the 
monitoring visit. Thermometers have been supplied to 94 
percent of the schools and of these 95.3 percent were using 
the thermometers to screen temperature. 
 
As part of the early Ebola recovery process in which Infection 
Prevention Control (IPC) and the restoration of essential 
health services have been selected as key priorities for Sierra 
Leone’s health sector recovery programme, UNICEF 
supported the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) to 
conduct a two day training for 50 District Supervisors and 
Integrated Management of Newborn and Childhood 
Illnesses (IMNCI) facilitators on the effective coaching and 
mentoring of Peripheral Health Unit (PHU) staff on the 
provision of IMNCI. The participants, from all districts, 
practiced their new skills in four Community Health Centres 
(CHC) and the findings from the practical exercise were used 
to refine the tool and better prepare for the 
mentoring/coaching that they themselves will conduct in all 
180 CHCs nationwide. 
 
UNICEF also continued to support the MoHS's efforts for 
early recovery in the implementation of the Community 
Health Workers (CHWs) programme. The national 
community health programme technical working group has 
been revitalized, and will be chaired by the MoHS and co-
chaired by UNICEF. 
 
Health For All Coalition (HFAC) (UNICEF-supported) social 
mobilizers worked in two Hotspot districts (Western Area 
and Kambia) covering seven hotspot areas within the 
districts, reaching 1,099 households covering 8,099 people 
through door-to-door community sensitization. The 
mobilizers reported seven suspected cases of Ebola from 
the hotspot districts. A total of 64 traditional healers and 
religious leaders were engaged in promoting safe and 
dignified burials, and demystifying rumours about Ebola. 
 
UN Women 
Two weeks following the launch of the getting Ebola to zero 
and staying at zero campaign, primary and secondary 
schools across the nation are conducting various knowledge 
enhancing activities to keep Ebola on the top of their 
learning agenda.  UN Women participated as a guest 
lecturer at the St. Joseph Junior Secondary School in central 
Freetown where over 500 students listened to an Ebola talk. 
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Last week Friday was a “Yellow Day” at the School. The 
Ebola Awareness Day gave students the opportunity to 
interact first-hand with key national Ebola actors.  One key 
element of the campaign is to encourage schools to 
participate actively in keeping Ebola out of Sierra Leone. 
Parents are encouraged to become active monitors of the 
schools premises and rendering support where feasible to 
ensure the school grounds stay Ebola free. The nationwide 
yellow movement aims at injecting fresh energy and drive 
into kicking Ebola out of the country and along the way, it 
will register and acknowledge  women’s leadership role and 
participation in eradicating the spread of the disease. 
 
WFP 
In April alone, WFP provided food assistance to over 
299,000 people throughout Sierra Leone – including 
patients in treatment centres, discharged survivors, 
quarantined households and communities currently and/or 
formerly affected by the virus and requiring food assistance. 
WFP also provided nutritious food package to support over 
100 Ebola-orphaned children. In addition, WFP continues to 
work with local small holder farmer’s organizations to build 
capacity and increase market access. So far, WFP has 
collected 75mt of locally grown commodities (rice and 
pigeon peas), with collection and quality inspection ongoing 
for receipt of an additional 178mt of local purchases from 
small holder farmers. 
 
WHO  
There were only 2 Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) positive cases 
in the country during Epi-week 19 as compared to 9 during 
Epi-week 18. Both cases were from Western Area (Urban). 
The other twelve districts continued to report zero cases 
during week-19. During the same week, 81 suspected cases 
were reported, an increase from the 60 reported during 
week-18. Only 1 EVD confirmed death was reported during 
week 19 compared to 4 during week-18.  
 
As of 10 May 2015, there were 794 contacts being followed 
up across the country, with 51% being followed in Western 
Area Urban, 17% from Western Area Rural,16% from Kambia 
and 16% from Port Loko. The number of contacts in Port 
Loko is 122 including 81 newly added contacts who attended 
a secret burial ceremony. The dead case was not swabbed 
and the EVD status is not known. As of 10 May, there are 8 
chains of transmission: 6 in Kambia and 1 each in Western 
Area Urban and Rural. 
 
The clinical team developed guidelines for maternal and new 
born care in discussion with MoHS, PCMH, UNFPA, MSF and 
PIH. Guidelines for care of pregnant women in quarantined 
homes who formed part of the focus of the discussion have 
been completed and will be tabled for final approval this 
week. 

A two day consultative workshop was organized by WHO to 
support the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) and 
the Ministry of Social Welfare Gender and Children’s Affairs 
(MoSWGCA) in bringing together the partners working in 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support and provide the 
space to inform each other of activities and plans, discuss 
coordination and overlapping, and aligning interventions 
with MoHS and MoSWGCA's strategies and guidelines. 21 
organizations attended. Meanwhile, supervision of the 
mental health nurses in the District Mental Health Units 
continued. 
 
It’s been ten years since WHO started the Clean and Safer 
Care Program and National Celebration of the World Hand 
Hygiene Day. The Program and the day was celebrated for 
first time in Sierra Leone on 5 May and continued during the 
week in the Government Hospitals, Ebola Care Facilities, 
various PHUs, schools and communities. On 5 May at 
Connaught Hospital, Dr. Abu Bakarr Fofanah MoHS marked 
the day by signing the Country Patient Safety Pledge to 
address health care associated infection. MoHS, WHO, CDC 
and Partner Organizations implemented the national 
celebration all over the Country. The awareness on the hand 
hygiene was raised with educational sessions, hand hygiene 
practices with soap and water after the implementation of 
glo-germ, radio discussions and quizzes.  
 
The Directorate of Disease Prevention and Control in the 
MoHS with the technical and financial support of WHO, is 
conducting a modular IDSR training for health workers in 
Bonthe, Pujahun & Kailahun districts. A total of 307 
participants health workers from hospitals and PHCUs were 
trained from these districts.  
 
Distribution of Printed IDSR technical guidelines, reporting 
tools, standard case definition and IHR decision instrument 
stickers and others materials continues in some of the 
districts. 
 
In Tonkolili, WHO this week  joined Real Women (ReWAP) to 
facilitate the distribution of learning materials to 450 
primary and secondary school pupils from Kholifa Rowala, 
Thane and Gbonkolenken Chiefdoms in the District.  
 
In Western Area community engagement and mobilization 
continues to be a challenge. The social mobilization team in 
Western Area has been working hard to address this issue 
and to mobilize the diverse groups in high risk wards. The 
team facilitated engagement among 16 tribal heads/leaders 
for Western Area to speak with the community at large, 
community stakeholders, mobilizers, taskforce members to 
unite community in the  fight against Ebola in Moa Wharf. 
This is the first time in the community’s history to have all 
twelves tribal leaders present in their community at the 
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same seating and hear each tribal leader address the 
community in the different languages spoken there. 
 
The WHO Ebola Interim Assessment Panel of outside 
independent experts (following decision by the WHO 
Executive Board) was in Sierra Leone during the week part of 
their visits to all three of the most affected countries. The 
mission was to enhance the implementation of WHO’s 
Emergency Response Framework, including functioning at 
the three levels of the Organization and to further 
strengthening the working relationship with Governments 
and partners.  The panel visited Kailahun to assess WHO’s 
response since the beginning of the outbreak. 
 
 
 

 
     For more information:  
     www.sl.one.un.org 

      Facebook.com/unsierraleone  
Twitter.com/unsierraleone  

  
Contact: tikue.girmay@one.un.org   

http://www.sl.one.un.org/

