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Though fragile, the ceasefire that came into force on 27 July largely 
held throughout August, has contributed to the longest period of 
relative calm since beginning of the conflict. Despite the overall 
improvement of the security situation, the humanitarian needs among 
the conflict-affected people in Donetska and Luhanska oblasts 
continued to be aggravated by the multi-faceted effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. By the end of August, the Humanitarian Response Plan was 
funded at 29 per cent ($60 million received). Of this, $24 million was for 
supporting the COVID-19 response. Urgent additional funding is 
required, particularly for the upcoming winter, and to mitigate any 
potential longer-term impact of COVID-19 in eastern Ukraine.
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* According to FTS as of 31 August 2020. Some donations are yet to be recorded, and donors and partners are invited
to register donations. 
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Increased socio-economic vulnerabilities among urban families in 
non-Government controlled area (NGCA), as their reliance on social 
benefits and pensions provided by the entities in NGCA has soared by 
almost threefold, according to the recent preliminary assessment 
findings. The findings reflect the economic implications of the 
restrictions on crossing the ‘contact line’ introduced at the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in March. Meanwhile, their coping capacities 
are fast eroding, with 3 out of ten people reporting not having 
savings to get by and 80 per cent of urban families expressing lack of 
confidence in their ability to cover unexpected expenses in the next 
three months. 
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The Ukraine Humanitarian Fund (UHF) has allocated $3.75 million for COVID-19 
response in eastern Ukraine to provide livelihood support to elderly and other 
vulnerable people, to support pilot contact-tracing in GCA, and increase 
COVID-19-related medical response capacity in NGCA.

UHF has launched the $1 million allocation to improve humanitarian access and 
strengthen partners’ response capacity in NGCA.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have 
provided some $925,000 to COVID-19 response in eastern Ukraine under the global 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) COVID-19 allocation.
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The reduction in hostilities during the ceasefire contributed to a 
53 per cent drop in security incidents and a reduction in civilian 
casualties. According to the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission, 
the number of civilian casualties was five during August, compared 
to 13 in July. The number of security incidents dropped from 533 in 
July to 251, however, occasional exchange of small arm fires has 
been reported.
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Humanitarian operations are further impacted by recent legislative 
changes. The ‘simplified’ procedures to expedite customs clearance 
of COVID-19-related humanitarian cargos introduced at the onset of 
the pandemic in March 2020 was terminated in August. 
Humanitarian organisations are now required to comply with the 
regular customs clearance procedures, including for 
COVID-19-related response items, that could take up to 60 days to 
process, compared to less than a week under the ‘simplified’ 
procedures in place. At the end of August, the Government 
introduced a 30-day restriction on the entry of all foreigners into 
the country, affecting the entry of new staff members of 
international NGOs. 


