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Operational Context 

Despite being East Africa’s breadbasket and a major 

exporter of grains, levels of food insecurity were still 

classified as ‘serious’ by the 2017 Global Hunger Index. 

While the poverty rate of 19.7 percent indicates a 

significant decline in the past decade, the country’s 

population growth has led to the absolute number of 

people living in poverty remaining constant. Levels of 

malnutrition have improved in the country, but the 

stunting prevalence remains high at 27 percent with 

pockets of the country at over 40 percent. Peace and 

stability was largely restored in 2006, but ongoing conflict 

in neighbouring countries in the region brings challenges 

to Uganda achieving its development priorities. Uganda is 

now the third largest refugee hosting country in the world 

with 1.3 million refugees living in settlements. 

WFP’s portfolio of assistance in Uganda meets the 

humanitarian needs of people in crisis while supporting 

the Government to host the growing number of refugees, 

address the underlying causes of food insecurity and 

malnutrition and strengthen the national social protection 

system. WFP assistance is provided through direct 

implementation, evidence generation, knowledge sharing 

and capacity strengthening, while building strategic 

partnerships including through South-South Cooperation 

 

 

Contact info: Jordan Sisson jordan.sisson@wfp.org   

Country Director: El Khidir Daloum 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda  
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In Numbers 

440,000 food insecure persons (IPC Phase 3) 

1.4 m refugees 

11.8 m acutely malnourished children under five 

 

1.2 m people assisted 

in January 2018 

58% 42% 

Operational Updates 
Refugees 

• Due to an escalation of violence in the north-east provinces 

of the Democratic Republic of Congo, since December 2017 

over 14,000 refugees have arrived in Uganda. WFP plans to 

continue provision of high energy biscuits and hot meals 

upon the refugees’ arrival at transit centres before they are 

transferred to settlements. WFP currently assists 1.2 million 

out of the 1.4 million refugees in Uganda.  

• WFP piloted a mixed food basket approach by providing a 

combination of in-kind food and cash transfers to enable 

flexible and rapid support to refugees. Since the new 

approach was rolled out in December 2017 in two 

settlements, WFP has reached 8,000 refugees, and plans to 

gradually scale-up the approach in 2018. 

• At the end of 2017, WFP and partners conducted the Food 

Security and Nutrition Assessment in Refugee Settlements 

and Host Communities. Preliminary findings indicate that 

Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates amongst 5 refugee 

settlements are classified as above the emergency 

nutritional threshold of 10 percent. On average, food 

security and nutrition indicators for refugee settlements in 

West Nile were worse than settlements in the south west.  

• Preliminary results from a multi-stakeholder vulnerability 

assessment of refugee households in Uganda found minimal 

evidence of the transition to self-reliance. Instead factors 

such as access to land, employment and other income 

sources improve self-sufficiency. WFP continues to provide 

food assistance and develop livelihood opportunities to 

enhance refugee self-reliance. 

Accountability to Affected Populations 

• A backlog in registration and production of identification 

documents for refugees continues to undermine the 

verification of people’s identities at food distributions, 

resulting in discrepancies between official and actual 

numbers. 

• WFP has introduced a beneficiary feedback helpline in the 

Karamoja region and the Kiryandongo refugee settlement. 

The helpline will be extended to all WFP’s operational areas 

in the coming months. The helpline is toll-free and provides 

beneficiaries with a mechanism to submit feedback and 

complaints including fraud, corruption and sexual 

exploitation and abuse. 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 29% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2016 Human Development Index: 

163 out of 188 
Population: 34.6 million 

Income Level: Lower income 

US$29 m six months (February-July 2018) net funding 

requirements. 

mailto:jordan.sisson@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda
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WFP Country Strategy 
 

 
Total  

Requirement 

(in USD) 

Total Received  

(in USD) 

 

Six Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Country Strategic Plan Uganda 

Overall 1.2 b 93.8 m 29 m 

Strategic Outcome 1:  Refugees and other crisis-affected people have access to 

adequate nutritious food in times of crisis 

Strategic Result 1 

Crisis response  
1 b 85.3 m  19.4 m 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food-insecure populations in areas affected by climate shocks 

have access to adequate and nutritious food all year 

Strategic Result 2 

Resilience building  
68.2 m 3.4 m  3 m 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children aged 6-59 months in food-insecure areas have acute 

malnutrition rates in line with national targets by 2030 

Strategic Result 3 

Root causes 
87.2 m 5.1 m  4.2 m 

Strategic Outcome 4:  Smallholder farmers, especially women, in targeted areas 

have enhanced and resilient livelihoods by 2030 

Strategic Result 14 

Root causes 
27 m 0 m  1.4 m 

Strategic Outcome 5:  Institutions have increased capacity to coordinate and 

manage food security and nutrition programmes and respond to shocks by 2030 

Strategic Result 15 

Root causes 
8.9 m 0 m  0.6 m 

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian actors have access to cost-efficient supply chain 

services when needed 

Strategic Result 16 

Crisis response 
5.4 m 0 m  0.6 m 

Donors 
Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, European Civil Protection and 

Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Republic 

of Korea, Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland, Uganda, UN CERF, UK, 

USA and multilateral and private donors 

 

 

Monitoring 

• WFP, in coordination with the Office of the Prime 

Minister and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) will 

conduct a Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) in April 2018. 

The assessment will take place in all refugee 

settlements and host communities across the districts 

hosting refugees. A JAM is conducted every two years 

to update the food, nutrition and related needs in the 

refugee settlements, however, due to the refugee 

influx in July 2016, the JAM was postponed. The last 

JAM took place in 2014. 

• In January 2018, WFP completed data collection for the 

Food Security and Nutrition Assessment in Karamoja. 

 

 

Challenges 

• WFP and partners face access challenges to satellite 

collection points in Soroti, the eastern region of Uganda.  

• In settlements in the West Nile region, a lack of sanitary 

facilities at certain food distribution points has resulted 

in open defecation. This poses a serious health risk, with 

poor sanitation linked to increased malnutrition rates, 

especially amongst children.  

 

  

WFP Uganda’s Activities 

SO 1 Provide food and nutrition assistance to refugees.  

Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected 

households. 

SO 2 Provide cash and food transfers to participants of community-level 

asset creation projects, and technical assistance to government. 

Provide micro-nutrient fortified hot meals to children attending 

school and technical assistance to government. 

SO 3 Provide specialized nutritious food and nutrition-sensitive cash 

transfers to caregivers of children 6-59 months and pregnant and 

nursing women. 

SO 4 Provide training, post-harvest equipment and aggregation facilities 

to farmer organizations and technical assistance to the 

government.  

Provide transfers to smallholder farmers for purchasing affordable 

household storage and training. 

SO 5 Provide a single registry platform to government and development 

partners to coordinate and target programs. 

Provide technical assistance and services to enable the 

government and first responders to prepare for and respond to 

emergencies 

SO 6 Provide supply chain services and expertise to enable all partners 

to deliver humanitarian assistance. 

 

Impact of Limited Funding 

• Due to a lack of funding, WFP was forced to suspend 

food assistance for assets programme in the Karamoja 

region in mid-2017. 

• WFP is only assisting 11,000 out of a planned 50,000 

people with agriculture and market support as a result 

of limited resources. WFP requires additional funding to 

support smallholder farmers to reduce post-harvest loss 

and access markets to improve production and increase 

incomes. 

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

