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USAID/OFDA HEALTH SECTOR UPDATE – OCTOBER 2011 
 

SECTOR OVERVIEW 
The impact of complex emergencies and natural disasters on the health of affected populations is 
extensive and diverse.  At the forefront of the humanitarian community’s efforts to address the major 
causes of morbidity and mortality during crises, USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(USAID/OFDA) supports a variety of emergency health interventions, including the provision of essential 
medical supplies, augmentation of emergency health staff, support for disease surveillance systems and 
immunization campaigns, and programs that increase access to basic health services, including safe 
maternal health care.  In Fiscal Year (FY) 2011, USAID/OFDA provided an estimated $115 million to 
support emergency health programs, including more than $108 million for health interventions in 17 
countries and nearly $6.5 million for global and regional health initiatives.   
 

Health Response in the Horn of Africa:  Focused Efforts, Challenging Environment 
The Horn of Africa is experiencing the worst drought in 60 years, and 
more than 13.3 million people are in need of assistance.  Many 
drought-affected populations face heightened disease risks due to 
comprised immunity linked to malnutrition, low baseline immunization 
rates, and limited access to proper sanitation and clean water.  
Therefore, USAID/OFDA is supporting integrated health, nutrition, 
and water, sanitation, and hygiene programs, which are crucial to 
preventing excess mortality and morbidity.  In FY 2011, USAID/OFDA 
provided more than $8 million to support emergency health 
interventions in the most drought-affected areas of the region.  
USAID/OFDA funding is supporting mobile teams that are equipped 
to provide critical health services, detect malnutrition, and conduct 
hygiene education.  USAID/OFDA is also helping improve disease 
surveillance systems, develop rapid response capacities, and augment 
several U.N. agencies’ public health staff through the deployment of 
technical experts from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  In anticipation of an increase in malaria cases following 

the October to December rainy season, USAID/OFDA recently airlifted malaria medication to help treat 
165,000 people in some of the most drought-affected areas.   
 

Providing Critical Medical Staff and Supplies in Libya 
Following the start of armed violence in Libya in late February 2011, health needs throughout the country 
increased due to conflict-related casualties, large-scale displacement, and the departure of third-country 
national medical staff.  To support emergency health needs in Libya, USAID/OFDA provided an estimated 
$6 million in emergency health assistance in FY 2011.  USAID/OFDA supported the deployment of 
specialized surgical and nursing staff to local hospitals and provided critically needed health supplies, 
including 12 emergency health kits—each sufficient to meet the basic health needs of 10,000 people for 
three months—and three trauma kits—each containing supplies for 100 surgical operations and 10 days 
of post-operations care.  Doctors and nurses funded by USAID/OFDA also operated a mobile hospital 
aboard an International Organization for Migration (IOM)-chartered ship that evacuated patients from the 
once-besieged city of Misratah to Benghazi.  The teams stabilized critical patients during the journey and 
ensured that they were immediately offloaded and transported to hospitals upon arrival in Benghazi.   
 

Helping Contain a Cholera Outbreak in Haiti 
The Government of Haiti (GoH) officially confirmed a cholera outbreak in Haiti in October 2010—the 
first such outbreak in the country in nearly a century, according to the U.N. World Health Organization 
(WHO).  In FY 2011, USAID/OFDA provided more than $40 million in response to the cholera outbreak 



 

 
 

in Haiti, including approximately $19 million in emergency health assistance.  During the response, local 
and global stocks of available cholera treatment supplies were virtually depleted overnight.  As a result, 
USAID/OFDA health and logistics experts worked with the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services to create 25 diarrheal disease kits, sufficient to treat 10,000 people.  At the height of the 
response, USAID/OFDA health partners had established 33 fully-staffed cholera treatment facilities—
comprising a total of 1,200 cholera treatment beds—and more than 100 community-based oral 
rehydration points throughout all of Haiti’s 10 departments.  USAID/OFDA also provided1,000 cholera 
cots, 5.3 million sachets of oral rehydration salt to treat approximately 530,000 people, and 600,000 liters 
of intravenous solution for treating approximately 75,000 moderate to severe cholera cases.   
 

Saving Lives in Flood-Ravaged Pakistan 
In July and August 2010, unusually heavy rains led to massive flooding in Pakistan, affecting more than 18 
million people and resulting in a disaster of unprecedented magnitude.  USAID/OFDA provided nearly 
$22 million in emergency health assistance in response to the 2010 Pakistan floods.  With USAID/OFDA 
support, WHO expanded the Disease Early Warning System (DEWS), a network of permanent and 
mobile medical facilities that monitor, report on, and respond to disease outbreaks.  USAID/OFDA also 
supported the establishment of additional mobile health clinics and worked with WHO to establish 
diarrhea treatment centers, enabling health workers to maintain an uncommonly low fatality rate for 
acute watery diarrhea, with deaths occurring in less than 0.01 percent of admitted patients, according to 
the U.N.  In addition, USAID/OFDA worked with WHO to implement vector control measures, as well 
as diagnose and treat individuals with malaria or dengue fever.   
 

Worldwide Emergency Health Initiatives 
Rapid Deployment of Surgical Trauma Teams 
Some humanitarian emergencies result in a significant number of casualties, overwhelming hospitals and 
surgical facilities, which are often damaged or in urgent need of staff and supplies during an emergency.  
Therefore, USAID/OFDA has established a pre-arranged agreement with non-governmental organization 
(NGO) International Medical Corps to maintain a specialized Trauma and Surgical Deployment Unit that 
is prepared to provide immediate trauma care to disaster-affected populations at the request of 
USAID/OFDA.  The unit can be deployed immediately and customized for small-, medium-, or large-scale 
responses, ranging from a two-person surgical trauma advisory team to a full-scale surgical field hospital 
accompanied by a mobile medical triage team. 
 

Vector-Borne Disease Control in Humanitarian Crises 
USAID/OFDA has partnered with NGO Mentor to build the capacity of national health ministries and 
other NGOs to respond to vector-borne diseases, such as malaria and dengue fever.  Through this 
initiative, USAID/OFDA is supporting targeted training courses for practitioners and relevant stakeholders 
on malaria control during emergencies, while simultaneously providing policy guidance to national health 
ministries on streamlining malaria control activities with emergency response interventions. 
 

WHO Disease Control in Emergencies 
USAID/OFDA continues to support WHO’s Disease Control in Humanitarian Emergencies Unit, which 
provides both technical and operational epidemiological services for the surveillance, monitoring, 
prevention, and control of communicable diseases in humanitarian emergencies.  More specifically, the 
unit investigates the utility of various vaccines used in emergency settings, conducts outbreak investigation 
and response, implements early warning systems, creates epidemiological profiles for crisis-affected 
countries, and has recently refined the technical guidance for the Early Warning and Response Network 
(EWARN)—the globally recognized outbreak surveillance system instituted following many large-scale 
humanitarian emergencies. 
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