
 

 

 

 

 

CFW beneficiaries rehabilitate a road in Yemen.  
Photo courtesy of a USAID/OFDA partner 

Sector Overview 
Natural disasters and conflicts adversely 
affect local economies by destroying 
homes and businesses, damaging assets, 
and disrupting transportation and 
markets.  To help communities resume 
economic activity and rebuild livelihoods, 
USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (USAID/OFDA) supports 
economic recovery and market systems 
(ERMS) activities in disaster-affected 
communities, as well as ERMS 
interventions that help communities 
prepare for and build resilience to 
disasters.  Reducing the economic impact 
of disasters is the third pillar of 
USAID/OFDA’s mandate. 

ERMS interventions strengthen key 
market systems, help populations restore 
livelihoods, and increase purchasing 
power at the household, local, and 
regional levels.  USAID/OFDA-
supported ERMS programs complement 
individual and community recovery 
efforts following a disaster, helping 
households and communities regain 
economic independence.    

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, 
USAID/OFDA provided more than 
$64 million to support economic recovery 
activities in 27 countries throughout 
Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, 
and Latin America and the Caribbean, as 
well as regional and worldwide 
interventions. 
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CFW beneficiaries fabricate saltlick blocks in Mali.  Photo by © Moise Togo 

Supporting Economic Recovery for Conflict-Affected Populations 
in Mali 
Since 2012, conflict in northern Mali has resulted in population displacement, food 
insecurity, and ongoing violence.  The UN reported that more than 55,000 people 
remained internally displaced and 141,000 Malians had fled to neighboring 
countries as of July 2017.  Disrupted trade flows, humanitarian access constraints, 
and prolonged displacement have exacerbated humanitarian needs among crisis-
affected families.  Conflict has also damaged livelihoods and diminished resources 
for many households throughout the country, resulting in an urgent need for 
economic recovery and livelihoods restoration.  In response, USAID/OFDA 
partners conducted a variety of livelihoods activities in FY 2017, including 
apprenticeships for youth, cash-for-work (CFW) projects to reinforce irrigation 
canals and rehabilitate pastures, seed voucher distribution to farmers, and trainings 
on livestock and agricultural techniques.  Partners also provided business plan 
development and financial education for conflict-affected populations.  Through 
more than $2.7 million in FY 2017 funding, USAID/OFDA supported five 
partners to conduct ERMS interventions in Mali. 

Strengthening Livelihoods in Yemen 
Protracted conflict in Yemen, which escalated in March 2015, has left 
approximately 20.7 million people in need of humanitarian assistance and 
contributed to a severe economic crisis throughout the country.  Ongoing violence 
has adversely affected livelihoods, damaged critical public infrastructure, diminished 
market activities, and reduced commercial imports.  In FY 2017, USAID/OFDA 
supported five partners in Yemen to implement economic recovery programs and 
restore livelihoods through CFW community projects, vocational training, and 
other interventions.  Four USAID/OFDA partners supported CFW projects, 
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including the rehabilitation of conflict-damaged or deteriorated public infrastructure, such as roads and water points.  Two 
USAID/OFDA partners provided skills and vocational training, including designing a business skills curriculum for several training 
organizations that cover a range of vocations, such as construction, plumbing, and tailoring.  In addition, a USAID/OFDA partner 
worked with local organizations to determine the feasibility of proposed business plans.  In FY 2017, USAID/OFDA provided more than 
$21 million to support ERMS activities in Yemen. 

Restoring Economic Activities in Syria 
More than six years of conflict in Syria between the Syrian Arab Republic Government and non-state armed forces have left 
approximately 13.5 million people in need of humanitarian assistance and resulted in the internal displacement of an estimated 6.3 million 
people.  Urgent humanitarian needs include emergency food, health, livelihoods, shelter, and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 
assistance.  In FY 2017, USAID/OFDA supported five partners to mitigate the effects of ongoing conflict in Syria by restoring 
livelihoods and facilitating market development.  One USAID/OFDA partner provided business management and vocational training to 
conflict-affected internally displaced persons and host community individuals.  In addition, a USAID/OFDA partner established a 
livelihoods development center for skills workshops, capacity-building, and other trainings related to livelihoods and food security.  
USAID/OFDA partners also bolstered economic activities through CFW projects.  These activities enable conflict-affected households to 
meet basic household needs while responding to community needs by repairing communal resources, such as roads, schools, and electrical 
and WASH infrastructure.  USAID/OFDA provided more than $3.6 million for economic recovery and market systems activities in Syria 
in FY 2017. 

Global ERMS Programming 
In addition to country-level and regional ERMS programming, USAID/OFDA funds multiple global initiatives to strengthen economic 
recovery capacity and knowledge throughout the humanitarian community.  Two of the programs include: 

Markets in Crises:  Through the International Rescue Committee (IRC), USAID/OFDA continued to support the Markets in Crises 
community of practice in FY 2017 with prior year funding.  During the fiscal year, IRC promoted market-sensitive crisis response and 
preparedness through development of frameworks that facilitate better collection and use of market information, as well as production 
and translation of e-learning modules.  More information is available at http://www.emma-toolkit.org and 
http://www.cashlearning.org/markets-in-crises/markets-in-crises.  

CaLP:  USAID/OFDA supports the Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP) through its members Action Against Hunger, Oxfam Great 
Britain, and World Vision.  CaLP provides advanced training on humanitarian cash programming, conducts research, tracks and maps 
cash programs worldwide, and supports cash coordination in partnership with the humanitarian cluster system.  In FY 2017, 
USAID/OFDA continued to support CaLP with prior year funding to implement capacity-building activities, action research, and 
technical coordination in Ethiopia and West Africa.  More information is available at http://www.cashlearning.org. 

USAID/OFDA CONTACT: Laura Meissner, ERMS Advisor, lmeissner@usaid.gov 
USAID/OFDA information products are available at: http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis 
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