Latin America and the Caribbean
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN REVIEW
Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 – 2018

The LAC region encompasses Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, the Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, the
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

USAID Disaster Response Funding for LAC
Top Receiving Responses (FY 2009 – 2018)
Haiti – $796,233,830
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Venezuela Regional Response – $29,505,970
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Ecuador – $25,515,471

$1,071,959,749
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FLOODS
are the most frequent
disaster in the
LAC region

FY 2018 figures represent committed or obligated amounts as of September 30, 2018. FY 2018
figures are subject to fluctuation due to end-of-fiscal-year financial review and reconciliation
activities. Figures do not include USAID/OFDA disaster preparedness and mitigation assistance
provided outside of declared disaster responses or USAID/FFP development assistance.

Countries in the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)
region are vulnerable to a range of natural hazards,
including droughts, earthquakes, forest fires, floods,
hurricanes, and volcanic eruptions, as well as political
and economic crises. Between FY 2009 and FY 2018,
USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
(USAID/ OFDA) and USAID’s Office of Food for Peace
(USAID/ FFP) provided humanitarian assistance in
response to a diverse range of emergencies in the region.
Recent examples include hurricanes in the Caribbean, a
tropical storm in Costa Rica, an earthquake in Ecuador,
volcanic activity in Guatemala, drought in Central
America, and the Venezuela regional crisis.
USAID provided nearly $1.1 billion to assist disasteraffected populations in the LAC region in the last
decade. USAID/OFDA contributed nearly $569.4 million
to support the provision of emergency relief items,
logistical activities, and humanitarian coordination,
as well as agriculture and food security, health,
livelihoods, nutrition, protection, shelter, and water,
sanitation, and hygiene interventions. With additional
funding, USAID supports disaster risk reduction
programming across the region. USAID/FFP provided
nearly $502.6 million in emergency food and nutrition
assistance—including U.S. in-kind food aid, local and
regional food procurement, cash transfers for food,
food vouchers, and specialized nutrition products—to
support disaster-affected and food-insecure populations,
including internally displaced persons and refugees.
Between FY 2009 and FY 2018, USAID responded
to approximately 80 disasters in LAC and deployed
humanitarian teams to the region as needed, including
eight Disaster Assistance Response Teams (DARTs).
USAID deployed two DARTs to the Caribbean following
hurricanes in FY 2017. USAID also deployed DARTs
in response to three major earthquakes, a choelra
outbreak, and a building collapse during the last
decade. Finally, USAID activated a DART in FY 2018
to respond to the Venezuela regional crisis. USAID
activated multiple Washington, D.C.-based Response
Management Teams to support coordination and
response efforts throughout the LAC region.

