East Africa and Sudans
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN REVIEW
Fiscal Years (FYs) 2011 – 2020
Conflict, rapid population growth, limited government response
capacity, the effects of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, and a variety of natural hazards—including cyclical
drought, floods, and pest infestations—have compounded
humanitarian needs in the East Africa and Sudans region over the
last decade. Between FY 2011 and FY 2020, USAID’s Bureau for
Humanitarian Assistance (USAID/BHA) provided humanitarian
assistance in response to a range of natural and complex
emergencies in the region through the former Office of Food for
Peace (USAID/FFP) and Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
(USAID/OFDA). Examples include complex emergencies in
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan; drought, food
insecurity, floods, and desert locust infestations in the Horn of
Africa; and the COVID-19 pandemic across the region.

The East Africa and Sudans region comprises Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, and South Sudan

USAID provided approximately $13.4 billion to respond to
disasters in the East Africa and Sudans region between FY 2011
and FY 2020. USAID/BHA assistance included approximately
$10.1 billion for emergency food assistance and nutrition support
through U.S. in-kind food aid; locally, regionally, and internationally
procured food; cash transfers for food; food vouchers; specialized
nutrition products; and related activities, such as asset-building
assistance, livelihood support, and early-recovery agricultural
assistance. USAID/BHA support also included more than
$3.3 billion for programs in agriculture; economic recovery and
market systems; health; humanitarian coordination, information
management, and assessments; humanitarian policy, studies,
analysis, or applications; logistics support and relief commodities;
multipurpose cash assistance; nutrition; protection; shelter and
settlements; and water, sanitation, and hygiene.
In the last decade, USAID responded to crises in six countries
in East Africa and Sudans, including to 63 declared disasters.
USAID frequently deployed humanitarian teams to the region,
including three Disaster Assistance Response Teams (DARTs)
responding to the complex emergency in South Sudan, drought
in Ethiopia, and a regional food security crisis in the Horn of
Africa. USAID also activated multiple Washington, D.C.-based
Response Management Teams to support coordination and
response efforts.

$13,440,226,483
USAID Humanitarian Assistance
Funding for East Africa and Sudans1
FYs 2011 – 2020

USAID Humanitarian Assistance
Funding for East Africa and Sudans
Top Receiving Countries
(FYs 2011 – 2020)
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This figure includes disaster response funding for parts of Sudan that became South
Sudan when the country gained independence in July 2011
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FY 2020 figures represent committed or obligated amounts as of September 30,
2020. FY 2020 figures are subject to fluctuation due to end-of-fiscal-year financial
review and reconciliation activities. USAID/BHA funding includes emergency food
assistance from the former USAID/FFP and non-food humanitarian assistance from
the former USAID/OFDA. Figures do not include USAID/FFP development assistance
or USAID/OFDA disaster preparedness and mitigation assistance provided outside of
declared disaster responses.

3 This Humanitarian Assistance in Review was adapted from previous iterations,
which covered East and Central Africa, to reflect revised geographic divisions
following the stand-up of USAID/BHA in 2020. For more information about USAID/
BHA’s humanitarian assistance to Central Africa, please refer to the Humanitarian
Assistance in Review for Central Africa.

