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Responding to Influx of IDPs at UN Protection of Civil-
ians Site in Malakal

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and relief 
agencies are responding to a rapid influx of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) at the UN protection of civilians (PoC) site in 
Malakal, Upper Nile State. 

Since mid-July, more than 16,000 new arrivals have sought pro-
tection at the site, leading to severe congestion and stretching 
the capacity of aid agencies to provide humanitarian services. 
Since April, conflict has prevented humanitarian actors from 
accessing communities in areas surrounding Malakal, prompt-
ing a deterioration of humanitarian conditions and worsening 
food insecurity. As a result, thousands of civilians have made 
their way to the PoC in search of assistance and protection. 

Nearly 10,700 IDPs arrived at the site between 1 and 10 Au-
gust, adding to an influx of over 6,000 in July. As of 10 August, 
more than 46,500 IDPs were sheltering at the site, which was 
designed for only 18,000 people. Hundreds continue to arrive 
each day.

The current influx is unprecedented, and, due to space con-
straints, IDPs are being allocated space in areas not designed 
for living space. Heavy rains together with increasing conges-
tion are creating untenable living conditions. 

The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and humanitarian 
agencies have taken immediate action to provide additional 
space to shelter families in dry areas. Work has begun on con-
tingency areas to expand space for shelters.

IOM, camp manager Danish Refugee Council and partners 
are also working together to provide access to relief services. 
Operations are underway to ensure IDPs have access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation facilities.

IOM is using plastic sheeting pre-positioned during the dry sea-
son to provide communal shelters for new arrivals and deploy-
ing additional tents and relief items—such as blankets, mos-
quito nets and kitchen sets. 

Although IOM and its partners undertook an extensive opera-
tion to expand the PoC site in 2014 and 2015, the area was not 
planned to accommodate this number of IDPs. Space for new 
arrivals is extremely limited; many have settled along the main 
road or in congested areas with relatives already living in the 
site.

To stem the flow of new arrivals, relief agencies require imme-
diate access to populations cut-off from assistance for months 
in areas surrounding Malakal. 

Promoting Girls’ Education in South Sudan

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) at the UN protection of civilians (PoC) site in Mal-
akal, Upper Nile State, South Sudan. © IOM 2015 

Nyalang James Aguer during the launch of the Girl’s Education Strategy. Photo: UNICEF



Nyalang James Aguer, 14, enchanted and inspired everyone 
taking part in the celebrations of the launch of South Sudan’s 
first ever Girls’ Education Strategy with a poem called Shat-
tered Hope. Here are some of the lines from it:

“I am a girl proud of being me, I have big dreams of flying high. 
But wonder how to fly higher without knowing ABC.
Yes I am capable of creating a poverty-free nation.
But wonder how, when all I know is domestic work and baby-
sitting. But how, when elders value me for marriage and not 
my future.
My dear parents, elders and teachers, see me not as property 
for sale. Listen to my cry for education, the best hope for the 
future. Direct me not to shattered hope but to prosperity.”

It’s a shocking fact that the chances of a girl dying in pregnancy 
or childbirth in South Sudan are far greater than her chances 
of completing primary education. Only 35 per cent of girls in 
South Sudan attend school and throughout the country they 
are more likely to be missing an education than boys.

UNICEF contributed to the Strategy’s development and will, 
with partners, support the government, teachers and parents 
to ensure its full implementation

Overall rates for primary school completion across the country 
remain low at around 10 percent, with girls constituting the 
majority of dropouts.

UNMISS hands over water facility to Gormoyok village

Easing urgent water needs, on 15 July 2015, UNMISS handed 
over a mini water-yard facility to residents of Gormoyok Village 
in Juba, Central Equatoria State.

Speaking during the hand-over ceremony, UNMISS Central 
Equatoria State Coordinator John Ugolo said the solar-pow-
ered facility was acquired using funds from the mission’s Quick 
Impact Projects.  “We have been looking at what is best for the 
people of Gormoyok Village,” said Mr. Ugolo. 

The village of 305 households previously had no water points.
The project was implemented by Islamic Relief Worldwide, 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene South Sudan Program and sub-
contracted to Relief Line South Sudan. 

Karlhik Sathyanarayana, Country Director and Project Contrac-
tor of Relief Line Africa, said the facility had a submersible 
pump and elevated water tank fitted with solar panels to help 

pump and regulate water level. Water was then transmitted 
through underground pipes into taps. 

With a full capacity of 5,000 litres, the water tank would pump 
18,000 to 200,000 liters of water daily, Mr. Sathyanarayana 
said.

Agnes Alia, a 40 year-old resident of the village, said having no 
water points had been particularly difficult for women. “We 
as women faced with a lot of problems. When we went out in 
search of water, we risked getting raped.” 

The project, which began in May and was completed in June, 
is one of more than five water projects the mission has hand-
ed over to local communities in Central Equatoria State since 
2013, including more recent ones in Terekeka County.                  

UNMAS supports skills training for landmines victims

Archanjelo Mabe is 
48 years old, living 
in New Site, Yei Mu-
nicipality with his 
wife and seven chil-
dren. He stepped 
on a landmine in 
Morobo County in 
1986 resulting in an 
above knee ampu-
tation of his left leg. 

Archanjelo was re-
ferred to attend 
‘Bicycle and small 
motor mechan-
ics’ training in July 
2015. The training 
was provided by Yei 
Vocational Training 
Centre and funded 
by Handicap Inter-
national through a 
grant provided by 
the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS). After the training Arch-
anjelo was supported by the community mobiliser to develop 
his business plan and subsequently was provided a grant of 
780 South Sudanese pounds (approximately US$175 at time of 
provision, also directly funded by UNMAS) to boost his existing 
business carrying out bicycle repair and expanding to complete 
small metal works. 

Archanjelo explains that immediately after the grant provi-
sion he started making bicycle carrying racks out of old metals 
which have proved very popular, often even receiving orders 
from people outside of Yei. Following this he was able to pay 
off debts, pay school fees for all his children and start to build a 
small structure to house his business. 

Archanjelo states the support from Handicap International 
through the UNMAS grant is essential to support people like 
him who have not accessed education or previous training to 
provide ideas and support for business sustainability. In the fu-
ture, he is looking to further diversify his business to carry out 
small motor repairs and dreams of completing further training 
to increase his mechanical skills. 
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Archanjelo Mabe. Photo: Sophie Allin (Handicap Inter-
national) 

UNMISS handed over a mini water-yard facility to residents of Gormoyok Village in 
Juba, Central Equatoria State. Photo: UNMISS



UNHCR delivers relief to 25,000 displaced people in 
South Sudan  

The UN refugee agency completed distribution of emergency 
relief items on 14 August to an estimated 25,000 internally 
displaced people (IDP), many of whom lost almost everything 
they had in recent violence, in South Sudan’s Western Equato-
ria state.

The aid operation targeted nearly 5,000 vulnerable families 
who were driven from their homes in Maridi town in early 
June when conflict between cattle keepers and farmers trig-
gered ethnic violence, in which at least 14 people were killed 
and much property was destroyed.

According to a recent assessment, more than 35,000 South 
Sudanese people were forced to flee Maridi. In addition, 196 
houses were burnt and the town market entirely looted.

The distribution reached out to approximately 4,100 families 
in Maridi county and another 900 in Ibba county. Amongst the 
items being handed out to the displaced were sleeping mats, 
blankets, plastic sheets, mosquito nets, soap bars, buckets, 
jerry cans and women’s underwear.

“This is just a drop in the ocean compared to the needs of the 
affected population”, said Ahmed Warsame, UNHCR Repre-
sentative in South Sudan. “I wish we could support everybody 
and give everybody more, but our resources are limited.”

It is crucial, Warsame added: “that other humanitarian agen-
cies pay closer attention to the particular needs of these com-
munities, based on their specific mandate.” 

During focus group discussions, displaced South Sudanese 
told UNHCR that they needed shelters, food and education 
for their children and farm tools. Most IDPs are currently liv-
ing in the bush in makeshift shelters or under trees. Although 
local authorities have urged them to return to Maridi claiming 
improved security, many IDPs said that they do not feel it is 
safe to go back home. Those who lost their shelters and fam-
ily members told UNHCR that they have no reasons to return 
home.

“We appreciate the efforts made by the authorities to re-es-
tablish security and public services in Maridi”, said Warsame. 
“We hope peace will return soon to Western Equatoria and 
South Sudan as a whole.”

Progress being made to protect children and at-risk 
populations against cholera in South Sudan

The World Health Organization (WHO) and partners are bat-
tling South Sudan’s on-going cholera outbreak, providing thou-
sands of people with life-saving treatment that is helping bring 
down the number of cases.

Cholera cases have been declining since 20 July 2015 but con-
tinue to be a great threat to young children and other vulner-
able groups in South Sudan. As of 10 August 2015, a total of 
1519 cholera cases have been reported since June with chil-
dren under five and 5-9 years of age being most affected in 
Juba and Bor counties. 

Cholera is a fast-acting bacterial infection that can kill within 
hours if left untreated and thrives in areas of overcrowding, 
scarcity of safe water, poor sanitation and waste management, 
poor nutritional status as a result of food shortages, and poor 
access to health care services. 

“Cholera is a largely preventable and treatable disease and 
progress is being made in providing access to safe water and 
sanitation for all populations and improving access to health 
care services for those who are sick,” said Dr. Allan Mpairwe, 
Head of Outbreaks and Disasters Management at WHO in 
South Sudan.

Health education campaigns, adapted to local culture and be-
liefs, have promoted the adoption of appropriate hygiene prac-
tices such as hand-washing with soap, safe preparation and 
storage of food and breast feeding.

Primary prevention is possible by adopting a few simple rules 
of good hygiene and safe water and food preparation. These 
rules include thorough washing of hands with safe water and 
soap, especially before food preparation and eating, thorough 
cooking of food, and consumption while hot (“boil it, peel it or 
leave it”), boiling or treatment of drinking water, and use of 
sanitary facilities. 

Up to 80% of cases can be successfully treated with oral re-
hydration salts (ORS), and early detection and effective case 
management reduces the case fatality rate to less than 1%. An-
tibiotic therapy is also recommended for severe cases.

WHO and partners such as the state Ministry of Health and 
UNICEF are working hard to scale-up the prevention and treat-
ment of cholera for all at-risk populations. 

During the week of 3-6 August, a total of 52 health workers 
from public and private health facilities were trained in Juba 
county on cholera case management, detection, sensitization 
awareness.  With support from WHO, surveillance activities 
have been intensified and referral systems strengthened with 
four standby ambulances stationed in hotspots in Juba and all 
drivers oriented on referral procedures.  

Moreover through support from Médecins sans Frontières 
(MSF) Swiss and WHO, the state Ministry of Health conducted 
a vaccination campaign with oral cholera vaccine (OCV), tar-
geting cholera transmission hotspots and vulnerable groups in 
Juba County. The eight-day OCV campaign started on 31 July 
2015 and reached an estimated 138,440 persons at 19 vaccina-
tion sites. 
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UNHCR staff collect tokens at the Maridi distribution centre prior to handing out non-
food items packages to internally displaced South Sudanese. Photo: ©UNHCR/R. Nuri.



UN Relief Chief calls for end to fighting 

The UN Under-Secretary-General (USG) for Humanitarian Af-
fairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), Stephen O’Brien, 
visited South Sudan from 22 to 25 July and called for peace to 
halt the rapidly spiralling humanitarian crisis.

During his mission, the USG/ERC met with humanitarian part-
ners, Government officials and the diplomatic community, and 
visited communities affected by the conflict in Juba PoC site 
and in Bentiu and Nyal in Unity State.

Addressing the media at the end of his visit, the UN Relief Chief  
expressed shock at the suffering of civilians who continue to 
bear the brunt of the war. The USG highlighted that families 
have endured horrendous atrocities, including killing, abduc-
tion, and the recruitment of children into armed groups, and 
that women and girls have been beaten, raped and set on 
fire. He added that entire communities have lost their homes 
and their livelihoods, and many people are starving, living in 
swamps or in bushes, hiding in fear of their lives. 

He called on the leaders of the warring parties to take respon-
sibility for their  actions and for those who act in their name, 
and to find amicable ways to reconcile their differences. 

This is a product of the UN Communications Group in South Sudan. 
For more information contact the media focal points of the different agencies: http://bit.ly/1HCiiK1
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Photo Story: UNPOL works with local police
UNPOL officers conduct a patrol to Yieth-Liet Police Post and Traffic Police Post in the village of Karich. UNPOL visits many loca-
tions surrounding Kuajok and elsewhere in Warrap State to meet with local police authorities. The meetings allow UNPOL officers 
to assess and report on the general situation in the area, criminal activity, detentions, and other matters that arise.
Photos by JC McIlwaine/UNMISS.

USG O’Brien examines the PoC extension in Bentiu on 24 July, during a visit to Unity 
State with members of the diplomatic community in South Sudan. Photo: OCHA
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