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UNHCR relocates vulnerable refugees to Lasu settlement 
for better protection

UNHCR relocated 2,143 vulnerable Sudanese refugees in 
September from Central Equatoria’s Yei town to the nearby 
Lasu settlement. Among them were many single mothers who 
had approached UNHCR earlier this year seeking assistance, as 
they could no longer cope with the cost of living in Yei.

“Extreme poverty and a worsening economic situation have 
exposed many of these refugees to serious protection risks,” 
says Isabelle Misic, UNHCR Assistant Representative on 
Protection in South Sudan. “Our role is to protect them from 
resorting to negative coping mechanisms, either because 
they are unable to pay for their rent, cover the costs of their 
children’s basic education or health care.”

Upon arrival in the settlement, refugees have received food, 
a kit of items for domestic use as well as tools and a plot of 
land on which to build their houses. Lactating mothers were 
accommodated in a special transit facility to help keep their 
babies as healthy as possible. “Gradually, we will integrate 
this group of refugees in all existing services and assistance 
programmes available in the settlement, including shelter, 
food, water, health care and education”, says Misic.

Refugees were relocated to Lasu in coordination with the 
Commission for Refugee Affairs, ACROSS and the local 
authorities. “We appreciate the hospitality and generosity of 

Lasu Payam’s authorities and people who are welcoming and 
hosting these most needy refugees as part of their community”, 
says Misic.

Home to some 8,300 refugees, Lasu settlement was established 
in 2009 to provide sanctuary to Congolese refugees fleeing the 
violence from the Lord’s Resistance Army in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. It is one of South Sudan’s ten refugee 
camps and settlements, which currently host 265,770 refugees 
as a whole.

UNESCO advocates for safety of journalists, freedom of 
expression through training of security personnel

UNESCO Juba office has supported the Community 
Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) to incorporate 
security personnel training into the South Sudan Police 
Accountability Mechanism and the training of trainers of 20 
commissioned Police Officers drawn from the levels of majors, 
captains, colonels, lieutenants and sergeants in the police 
academy, police training unit and police college.

The training drew its curriculum from the UNESCO Security 
forces training manual and delved on international conventions 
and covenants on civil and political rights that include freedom 
of expression, press freedom and access to information. Other 
topics covered included media laws, state obligation on safety 
of journalists and protection of journalists, the UN Plan of 
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Action on Safety of Journalists and the issue of impunity and 
good practices of fostering better relationship between the 
media, security personnel and the government.

This timely training comes in the backdrop of increased cases 
of crimes committed against journalists and media houses in 
South Sudan and seven journalist killed in 2015. Maj. James 
Dak, one of the police officers who participated in the three- 
day training of trainers workshop, concurred with this and said 
“through this training workshop, we have learnt how serious 
crimes committed against journalists are happening in our 
communities and societies and its upon such grounds that we 
seek to improve our relationship with the journalists and other 
media workers”. 

He further emphasized by saying “I want to assure the AMDISS 
Chairperson, UJOSS chairperson and UNESCO, that such 
behaviour will not be allowed to happen again.” Speaking 
on behalf of the Director of Training and Human Resources 
Development in South Sudan Police Unit, Brig. Joseph Manding 
pointed out that the police have an important role to play 
in protecting and preventing crimes against journalists. He 
further called on police officers to respect human rights and 
practice equity and stressed that “there is a link between the 
police and information sector and the media and police need 
to work together”.

UNESCO considers capacity building of the security personnel 
of great importance because in many countries the relationship 
between the law enforcers and journalist is often bad and 
limits  access to information and freedom of expression. In 
most cases, law enforcers are not familiar or do not understand 
the role and contribution of the media and journalists in 
development of the country. 

UNMAS frees Raja from unexploded ordnance threats

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and 
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) joined forces on 
29 September to evaluate the situation in Raja, Western Bahr El 
Ghazal State.  Access to this area was particularly important to 
UNMAS in order to assess the reported unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) presence. The team consulted community members in  
Khor Shamamn about the possible UXOs in the area. During 
the survey, UNMAS was taken by villagers to an area where 
they thought might be contaminated by UXOs, which was 
only 1 km away from inhabited tukuls. UNMAS conducted a 
manual metal detection of the area, which led to confirmation 
that there was an UXO inside the ground. The team excavated 

slowly and methodically the area until they reached the UXO. 
The item found was posing a grave danger to the community, 
as it had the potential to explode at any time, so UNMAS had 
to do dispose of the UXO on the spot, without the ability to 
move it. This meant that the team had to evacuate all the 
families from the area in order to conduct a demolition. The 
UNMAS team then safely placed explosives close to the item 
but without touching it and, from a controlled spot far enough 
from the area, they pressed the button which ensured that the 
explosives detonated the UXO. 

UNMAS then conducted a visual search to make sure that 
there were no residuals from the demolition that could pose 
a threat to the community. Once they saw that nothing was 
left behind, UNMAS declared the area safe and handed it back 
to the community so that they could return and continue with 
their daily activities safely.

FAO opens the re-established central cold chain for 
livestock vaccines

Together with the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries Industry 
(MLFI), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) officially opened the newly restored central cold 
chain in Juba on 15 September. The cold chain is crucial for 
the storage, safe transport and performance of temperature-
sensitive livestock vaccines.

The cold chain system is put into place to keep vaccines at 
the recommended temperature, ranging from +2oC to +8oC, 
from the manufacturer all the way to the cattle camps in 
remote areas of South Sudan. If the vaccines are not kept in 
refrigerators and freezers throughout transportation, they will 
no longer be effective.

“FAO and MLFI have been working hard to re-establish the 
central cold chain in order to get the vaccines to all parts of 
South Sudan. Over US$1 million of cold chain equipment, 
spare parts and special refrigeration tools has been procured 
by FAO this year alone. At the same time, 72 cold chain 
technicians from the Ministry and partners have been trained 
on vaccine and cold chain management,” says Serge Tissot, 
FAO Representative, a.i. 

South Sudan currently has 167 cold chain units, with a central 
cold chain in MLFI in Gudele, and three other main cold chain 
hubs in Wau, Rumbek and Torrit. The central cold chain in 
Juba has tripled in storage capacity since 2013, and has been 
upgraded with the latest technology.
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Team checking residual crater after controlled detonation took place to 
ensure no items remain. Photo: UNMAS

Minister Beda Machar Deng  and FAO Representative Serge Tissot checking 
the vaccine during the cold chain launch. Photo: FAO



UNFPA deploys national UNV midwives to help reduce 
maternal mortality in South Sudan

In its efforts to end maternal death in South Sudan, the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) with additional funding from 
Canada and in collaboration with the United Nations Volunteer 
program has recruited 15 national midwives to be deployed 
across health facilities in the country. This batch of national 
UN volunteer midwives joins an already existing group of 30 
international midwives who have been serving in the country 
since 2010. Mr. Barnabas Yisa, UNFPA Representative applauded 
the efforts of the Government and people of Canada for the 
resources provided to South Sudan for this unique initiative. 
He also highlighted the strong partnership with the Ministry of 
Health, UN agencies and other partners as a major factor for 
strengthening midwifery services in the country.  

“I am so happy to be selected because I would like to really 
make my contribution to improving maternal health in my 
state,” said Martha, graduate midwife from the Juba College 
of Nursing and Midwifery who will return to her home state in 
Jonglei to serve at the Bor state hospital. She is among the 4 

males and 11 female volunteer midwives to be selected from a 
robust and competitive process. Most of these midwives have 
recently graduated from Health Sciences Institutes across the 
country. 
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The National UNV midwives posing in group photo during their induction 
workshop. © UNFPA/Amadou Baraze

IOM and partners help improve conditions for recent arrivals at the Malakal PoC site

Living conditions for new arrivals at the UN protection of civilians (PoC) site in Malakal, Upper Nile State, have improved since the 
influx of approximately 16,000 displaced persons between mid-July and early August. The International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) worked in close coordination with UNMISS and camp manager Danish Refugee Council to develop a contingency site for 
new arrivals and increase access to clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. However, the site remains congested due to space 
constraints, with an estimated 45,500 IDPs seeking shelter within the PoC today.

More information: http://www.iom.int/news/conditions-improve-south-sudans-malakal-site-displaced-face-ongoing-hardship 
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UNMISS Police Commissioner visits police posts in Juba 

On 6 October, UNMISS Police Commissioner Fred Yiga visited 
and inspected police posts in Juba, along with other UNPOL 
officers.  UNPOL has been conducting sensitization workshops 
with South Sudan National Police Service officers in a continued 
effort to build trust within the IDP community that they can 
safely return to their former homes and neighbourhoods. 

To the same end UNMISS has been helping with the 
construction of police posts in different areas of Juba. The 
Khor William police post was handed over in November 2014, 
and two additional locations, both located in the Gudele 
neighbourhood, will be completed and handed over soon.

This is a product of the UN Communications Group in South Sudan. 
For more information contact the media focal points of the different agencies: http://bit.ly/1HCiiK1
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Launch of the UNICEF and WFP Joint Nutrition Response Plan for South Sudan

The World Food Programme (WFP) and UNICEF launched an enhanced joint nutrition response plan, which will see both agencies 
and their partners assist over two million people – children, pregnant women and new mothers – for the treatment and prevention 
of acute malnutrition in the country until May 2016. The two agencies began the joint nutrition approach last year, and are embark-
ing on the plan’s second year with a commitment to expand their lifesaving work. They plan to engage more local and government 
partners, and improve their capacity to treat malnutrition. The nutrition response plan which covers all states in South Sudan will 
also work to address the root causes of malnutrition, such as poverty, adequate water and sanitation, and infant and young child 
feeding practices. The plan was launched on 6 September 2015 in Aweil, Northen Bahr el Ghazal State. After the official launch the 
delegation made a field visit to an Outpatient Therapeutic Programme and Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme site in 
the nearby village of Maduany. Since 2014, UNICEF and WFP have had 55 Rapid Response Missions to hard to reach areas in South 
Sudan and have reached more than 840,000 people with lifesaving supplies and services.
Photos: UNMISS/ JCMcilwaine. 

 The team visits Khor Williams Police Post. Photo: UNMISS/JCMcilwaine
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