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Joint efforts score some victories in responding to chol-
era outbreak in South Sudan 

On 23 June 2015, the Ministry of Health declared a cholera 
outbreak in Juba County, Central Equatoria State, following 
the confirmation of cases by laboratory tests and reports of 
deaths.

As of 12 July, a total of 917 cholera cases including 34 deaths 
have been reported in Bor and Juba counties in Jonglei and 
Central Equatorial states, representing a case fatality rate of 
3.7 per cent. In Juba County, 833 cases including 33 deaths 
(CFR 3.96 per cent) have been reported from 75 villages in 
eight payams. In Bor, 84 cases including one death (CFR 1.19 
per cent) were reported from Malou and other areas around 
Bor. 

One in five deaths are children under age 5. Stressing the role 
of education in stemming the cholera outbreak in South Su-
dan, UNICEF is working with children and teachers throughout 
the country to raise awareness on how to prevent the disease 
from spreading further.

“Although cholera is endemic in South Sudan, this time health 
partners were better prepared for an outbreak,” says Dr. Al-
lan Mpairwe, Head of Outbreaks and Disaster Management at 
the WHO Country Office in South Sudan. The late onset of the 
outbreak and lower number of cases this year, compared to 
last year, is largely attributed to pre-emptive measures taken 
by WHO and partners in support of the Ministry of Health. 
These include conducting Oral Cholera Vaccination (OCV) cam-
paigns in vulnerable areas – Bentiu and Juba, updating cholera 
contingency plans at both national and state level before the 
onset of the rainy season, training state level rapid response 
teams (RRT) across the country and pre-positioning diagnostic 
test kits and lifesaving supplies for managing cholera patients, 
which have helped to enhance surveillance, while enabling 
prompt response to suspected cases.

A multi-sectoral response led by the National Cholera Task 
Force is being coordinated through the Ministry of Health, 
supported by the Health and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) clusters. WHO, through the Health Cluster, is leading 
the health response.

Two cholera treatment centres  have been established at Juba 
Teaching Hospital and in Munuki, one Cholera Treatment Unit  
in Gumbo and Oral Rehydration Points  in seven payams across 
Juba. Another cholera treatment centre has been established 
at Bor State Hospital.

Partners have intensified health and hygiene promotion, with 
social moralizers conducting house to house campaigns to 
raise awareness, in addition to using various media that are 
popular in South Sudan such as the radio. WHO is providing 
technical support to ensure clarity and accuracy of messaging. 

In addition to responding to the outbreak, Health and Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) partners are supporting the 
Government to address risk factors. These include living in 
crowded camps for displaced people with poor sanitation and 
hygiene; using untreated water from the water tankers that 
ferry water from the River Nile; lack of household chlorination 
of drinking water; eating food from unregulated roadside food 
vendors or makeshift markets; poor hygiene practices like not 
washing hands at critical times; and open defecation or poor 
latrine use.

It is hoped that these coordinated efforts will help to reduce 
both cases and fatalities this year.

Read more: IOM and Partners Complete Cholera Vaccination Campaign in 
Bentiu, South Sudan (Press Release): http://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-part-
ners-complete-cholera-vaccination-campaign-bentiu-south-sudan

WFP, governments of Sudan and South Sudan continue 
cooperation in moving assistance to South Sudan

The Government of Sudan, the Government of South Sudan 
and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) ex-
tended for six months an agreement that allows the delivery of 
food assistance from Sudan to South Sudan where hundreds of 
thousands of people face acute hunger due to the continuing 
conflict.
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This is the second extension of the agreement, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding that was first signed in July last year. 
The agreement has so far enabled the timely delivery of over 
20,000 metric tons of food assistance from White Nile State 
in Sudan to some 300,000 conflict-affected people in Maban, 
Melut, Renk and Wadakona in the northern part of Upper Nile 
State in South Sudan who depend mainly on food assistance 
delivered via this corridor.

The Joint Technical Committee on the Passage of Humanitar-
ian Assistance from Sudan to South Sudan – comprised of rep-
resentatives of the Governments of South Sudan, Sudan and 
WFP –has been overseeing the implementation of the agree-
ment.

“We are deeply grateful to the Government of Sudan and WFP 
for their continued support which has put us in good stead to 
respond to the needs of our people,” said Mayan Dut Waal, the 
South Sudan Ambassador to Sudan.

The committee has made two field visits to Kosti, White Nile 
State for follow-up and close monitoring to ensure smooth 
and successful management of the operation. The commit-
tee meets on a weekly basis and recently met in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, and decided to extend the agreement for another six 
months.

“WFP in South Sudan pre-positioned food before more than 
half of the country became inaccessible by road due to rains 
and floods,” said WFP Representative and Country Director in 
South Sudan Joyce Luma. “The extension of the MoU will help 
ensure that the most food-insecure people in South Sudan re-
ceive vital food assistance in a timely and efficient manner.”

Bentiu IDP community watch group learn to reduce 
crime

To promote peace among different ethnic groups, the Unit-
ed Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) recently began 
training a Community Watch Group at the UNMISS Protection-
of-Civilians (PoC) site in the Unity State capital Bentiu.

The training, which started on 8 July and will end on 20 July, 
will also focus on how to reduce crime among internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs).

More than 160 participants representing the different commu-
nities living at the site are attending the training organized by 
the UNMISS Civil Affairs Office.

Ms. Elizabeth Nyapuot Giel, a participant, said the training 
would help them understand their roles as community leaders 
and help them educate community members on living in peace 
and harmony.

 “We came here for the protection and we want our people to 
unite and live in peace,” she said. “We don’t want anybody to 
divide us in the camp. We will go back and educate our youth 
on the importance of peace. We must work hard to reduce 
crimes in this PoC site.”

UNMISS hands over court building to Greater Kapoeta

On 8 July, UNMISS handed over a new court building to the 
judiciary and people of Greater Kapoeta in Eastern Equatoria 
State.

The US$50,000 structure, comprising a courtroom, judge’s 
chamber and clerks’ office, was built with funding from UN-
MISS’ Quick Impact Projects (QIPs).

Speaking at the handover ceremony in Kapoeta town, UNMISS 
State Coordinator Hiroko Hirahara said the decision of county 
commissioners in Greater Kapoeta (four counties) to make the 
courthouse a priority showed they understood the need to 
strengthen rule of law in their area.

“This building is fundamental in upholding the rule of law and 
protecting the rights of people in Greater Kapoeta by giving 
them access to justice,” Ms. Hirahara said.

The county judge in Kapoeta South, Malek Chol Malek, said the 
new building gave him and his staff a conducive environment 
to work in.

FAO works side-by-side with community-based animal 
health workers to improve livestock health in South 
Sudan

In the day of a community-based animal health worker 
(CBAHW) in South Sudan, you have to rise and shine before 
the cows do. CBAHWs are trained veterinarian service provid-
ers and work around the country volunteering to vaccinate 
and treat livestock. The population of livestock in South Sudan 
makes its national herd the third largest on the African con-
tinent. But due to conflict and large-scale displacement by 
way of the current crisis, normal livestock migration patterns 
have been disrupted for millions of livestock. As a result, dis-
ease outbreaks and social tensions have intensified on an un-
precedented scale. The emergency response to the livestock 
crisis in South Sudan therefore had to be massive. Hundreds 
of the country’s CBAHWs joined the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) and donors including the Danish International 
Development Agency (DANIDA), to launch an emergency live-
stock vaccination campaign that will reach 6 million animals 
during 2015.

Reflecting on the campaign’s efforts, Senior Advisor for DANI-
DA, Karin Eriksen said, “FAO’s work with reducing transmission 
of diseases and vaccinating livestock is important, especially 
now, when migration patterns might be changed by the con-
flict and families highly rely on their livestock.”

FAO South Sudan works with CBAHWs year round through the 
Emergency Livelihood Response Programme (ELRP) and ongo-
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ing development projects in less affected areas. FAO’s livestock 
vaccination campaign will continue throughout the year.

In order to continue to increase efforts to vaccinate and treat 
South Sudan’s livestock and build capacities of CBAHWs, FAO 
South Sudan has trained over 100 CBAHW in 2015. Emergency 
livestock health kits for CBAHWs and cattle owners are distrib-
uted nationwide and complemented with training wherever 
security and accessibility permit. FAO has conducted direct 
interventions where needed and has undertaken livestock out-
break investigations around the country.

Refugees in Maban receive land and seeds ahead of the 
planting season

After extensive advocacy by the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), local authorities in South Sudan’s 
Maban County donated 3,700 hectare of fertile agricultural 
land to Sudanese refugees living in the county’s camps. To put 
that into perspective, this is equivalent to 3,450 football pitch-
es. 

“We are very grateful for this generous gift”, says 56-year-old 
John from Sudan’s Blue Nile. “As a farmer, this is the best news 
I could ever receive.” Back home, he says, “I used to grow sor-
ghum, maize and cassava. It was more than enough to provide 
for my family and make a living.”

Ahead of the planting season, UNHCR and partners started dis-
tributing seeds to the refugee community and the local pop-
ulations living nearby the camps with the aim of supporting 
individuals’ self-sufficiency and reduce their dependency on 
humanitarian assistance. By the end of June, 18,841 families in 
Doro (10,119) and Yusuf Batil (8,362) received seeds by UNHCR 
and DRC.

With a population of more than 134,000 refugees, Maban 
County hosts four camps and the largest refugee operation in 
South Sudan. In coordination with South Sudan’s Commission 
for Refugee Affairs, UNHCR established Kaya, Doro, Yusuf Ba-
til and Gendrassa camps between November 2011 and May 
2013 to provide protection and humanitarian assistance to Su-
danese refugees fleeing the conflict between government and 
opposition forces in Sudan’s Blue Nile State. 

One of UNHCR’s key priorities in South Sudan is to improve the 

living conditions of refugees in the camps, building better shel-
ters for families, and ensuring high standards in healthcare, 
education, water and hygiene. But also to help them rebuild 
their lives.

UNICEF completes its joint 50th rapid response mission 
with world food programme in South Sudan

The United Nations children’s fund (UNICEF) has completed its 
fiftieth joint emergency response mission with the World Food 
Programme on the ground in South Sudan. Since the missions 
began more than a year ago nearly 800,000 people have ben-
efitted in hard-to-reach areas of the country, where fighting 
has made aid delivery even more challenging.

UNICEF deployed the 50th Rapid Response Mission (RRM) to 
Juaibor, an isolated cluster of settlements in northern Fangak 
County, a remote location in Jonglei State.

A team of UNICEF and WFP emergency specialists landed by 
helicopter with a 10-day objective to provide vital health, nutri-
tion, hygiene, education and child protection services as well 
as food for more than 10,000 people.

“After more than a year of joining forces to reach people close 
to the frontline of fighting in very remote areas and in a highly 
complex environment, our 50th Rapid Response Mission is an 
achievement worthy of celebration. We have delivered more 
life-saving supplies and services to women and children who 
so desperately and urgently need help”, said Jonathan Veitch, 
Country Representative for South Sudan.

Since the end of April, widespread fighting across neighbouring 
Unity state has forced a least a hundred thousand people to 
flee their homes. 

Families have been escaping the violence on foot and stream-
ing into Fangak County, believing that its position amid the vast 
Sudd swampland will protect them from future attacks.

Nyaway Gatluok is six months pregnant. She arrived here two 
weeks ago after fleeing an attack on her village in Unity state. 
In the chaos of the attack she lost her husband and daughter. 

Nyaway and her three remaining children spent many days 
wading through swamps to reach Juaibor. They had no access 
to medical care during the journey and Nyaway was diagnosed 
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Sudanese refugee John shows genuine happiness as he hears about seeds distribution 
and land allocation to refugees in Maban. Photo: ©UNHCR/R.Nuri. 

RRM to Juaibor. Photo: UNICEF/ Ashley Hammer



as malnourished on arrival.

 “We had no food on the journey, we ate grasses and waterlily 
roots. My house was destroyed and I could not carry any pos-
sessions with me,” said Nyaway. “I’m happy to be here because 
we are safe and we can eat and get medicines.”

More than 9,000 children were vaccinated against polio and 
measles while nearly 3,000 children and almost 800 pregnant 
and lactating mothers were screened for malnutrition. As many 
as 60 percent of the internally displaced people here may be 
under the age of 18. 

A child-friendly space and two temporary learning spaces has 
been set up in Juaibor for the use of more than 2,500 children. 
The majority of children here have never been to school or 
their education has been disrupted by the conflict. “What is 

school?” replied a number of children when asked where they 
have been attending classes. 

UNICEF and WFP relied on strong cooperation with the local 
community to carry out the mission. Around 160 community 
volunteers were trained to assist, with the aim that they will 
continue their valuable work after the RRM team’s departure. 

“Rapid Response Missions are catalysts for humanitarian agen-
cies, opening a bridge back into areas which have fallen be-
yond reach. They restore hope to people,” said Veitch.

“The missions, by their very nature, are short. But when peo-
ple see our helicopters arriving, they know that they haven’t 
been abandoned, even when faced with the most hostile cir-
cumstances. It gives hope back to them that life can return to 
normal when the conflict ends.” 

This is a product of the UN Communications Group in South Sudan. 
For more information contact the media focal points of the different agencies: http://bit.ly/1HCiiK1
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Photo Story: Working with Warrap State hospital
The Kenyan Battalion in Kuajok, as part of its CIMIC activities in Warrap State, is actively involved with the Warrap State Hospital. 
A medical officer from the Battalion visits the hospital two to three times weekly, making the rounds with the doctors onsite. She 
focuses primarily on the maternity ward, and if time permits, also spends time in the general ward and outpatient ward.
The hospital started as a dispensary in 1954, became a hospital in 2009, and finally became Warrap State Hospital in 2012, one 
year after Independence. In addition to the general, maternity and outpatient wards, the hospital has an operating theater and 
a dispensary.  UNMISS in Warrap worked with implementing partners to complete a Quick Impact Project in 2014 that focused 
on upgrading the hospital. Facets of the work completed included rehabilitation of the general ward, installation of solar panels, 
maintenance and extension of the water system, building of latrines for the maternity ward and the provision of state-of-the-art 
anaesthetic equipment (the only equipment of its kind in South Sudan). Photos by JC McIlwaine/UNMISS.
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