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M ay I begin by congratulating H.E. President 
George M. Weah and Vice President Jewel 
Howard Taylor on their election as President 

and Vice President of the Republic of Liberia respec-
tively. Congratulations also to all newly and re-elec-
ted members of the Legislature. Special recognition to 
all Liberians especially the youth for exercising their 
franchise in a peaceful manner—this signifies that Li-
beria’s democracy is on an irreversible trajectory. This 
milestone would not have been possible without the 
collective efforts of all including the women of Liberia.
As the new government takes over, it is obvious, the 
many priorities at hand in delivering on the expec-
tations of Liberians and in working toward achieving 
and maintaining the peace especially in the wake of 

the closure of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). While the UN Mission 
has closed, this does not in any way mean that the United Nations is leaving Liberia. All 
other agencies will remain operational in Liberia and have taken over key responsibili-
ties of UNMIL, as part of the transition process. As a key entity within the UN system, 
UN Women prioritizes working with the new administration to advance the gender 
agenda in Liberia in achieving the Pro-Poor Agenda as bedrocks to achieve the Sustai-
nable Development Goals (SDGs).  
As we reflect on the year 2017, it is important to note that all the gains being made 
remain underpinned by vast inequalities and by the high incidence of various forms of 
violence against women and girls, especially rape and harmful traditional practices. Ac-
cording to Liberia’s Ministry of Gender Children and Social Protection, from January to 
September 2017, a total of 892 sexual and gender-based violence cases were reported, 
of which 506 were rape cases, and 475 involved children. This is so disheartening and 
must STOP! 
Last year, amidst the staggering incidence of rape, we followed with disappointment, a 
proposed amendment of the 2005 Liberia Rape Law by the Senate as what may seem a 
quick fix to the problem. As the global champion for gender equality and the empower-
ment of women and girls, we acknowledge that some challenges do exist in prosecu-
ting rape cases, but must emphasize that the solution lies in our collective efforts to 
address those challenges and not the amendment of the rape law. 
We look forward to working with the Liberian Legislature, and all stakeholders to derive 
more durable solutions to some of these challenges.
In concluding, may I use this opportunity to recognize the support of our main donors: 
the Governments of Sweden, Canada and Norway for the continued support toward 
achieving our mandate of promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls in Liberia and the world. 
Together we can make Liberia a better place for all, especially women and girls. 

Marie Goreth Nizigama

Message from the Representative



New government to 
prioritize protection 
of women’s rights

News

On February 6, 2018, Liberia joined other 
countries the world over to observe the In-
ternational Day of Zero Tolerance for Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM). 

First introduced in 2003, International Day of Zero 
Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation is a United 
Nations-sponsored annual awareness day that takes 
place on February 6 as part of the UN’s efforts to era-
dicate FGM.
Presenting the keynote addressing at the event held 
at the Monrovia City Hall, Liberia’s Vice President 
H.E. Jewel Howard Taylor said under the administra-
tion, the rights of women and girls in Liberia will be 
protected.
“This is a basic human right and we owe it to eve-
ry woman and girl to live and grow up in a secured 
environment without any threat,” VP Howard-Taylor 
emphasized.

Also speaking at the occasion, UN Women Liberia 
Representative Ms. Marie Goreth Nizigama said ef-
forts to stop FGM must consider societal dialogue 
and empowerment of communities including zoes to 
ensure that they have other means of survival other 
than FGM.

“There is need for continued sensitization and awar-
eness raising on the implications of FGM and also 
national and international laws that could be used as 
yardsticks to stop the Act.”

The event in Monrovia was attended by a cross-sec-
tion for civil society activists and traditional leaders 
under the theme ‘Consolidating National Efforts to 
End FGM.

H.E. Vice President Jewel Howard-Taylor



Nobel laureate Ms Leymah Gbowee 
challenges Liberian women

M arch 8, 2018 was more than just a mo-
ment to celebrate for the hundreds 
of women who gathered at Samuel 

Kanyon Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville to 
observe International Women’s Day (IWD). 
Beautifully dressed in various African attires, 
the women attentively listened as one of their 
own, Nobel Laureate Leymah Gbowee thrilled 
them with words of inspiration and courage. 

Ms. Gbowee who presented the keynote 
address at the 2018 IWD celebration in Liberia, 
challenged the women to stand up and speak 
against all forms of injustices they are facing. 

She also urged the Government of Liberia to 
prioritize addressing the issues facing the wo-
men and girls of Liberia, stressing that due to 
the patriarchy system in Liberia, women and 
girls have been marginalized.  
Ms. Gbowee said for the new Government to 
succeed, they must take the Liberian women 
agenda very serious. 
“Women right is political and human right so, 
it is important for us to look at it and work on 
them,” Ms. Gbowee said. 

For her part, the First Lady of Liberia Clar Weah 
said she was committed to fight for Liberian 

women in ensuring that issues affecting them 
are addressed. 
“I want you to know that your plight remains 
a priority to me,” said First lady Weah as she 
called for increased support to the women of 
Liberia and for all women to join hands with 
her in enhancing their well-being.

Also speaking at the event, the Minister of 
Gender, Children and Social Protection Hono-
rable Williametta Piso Saydee Tarr said as part 
of the Government’s pro-poor strategy, more 
emphasis will be placed on promoting wo-
men’s rights and the economic empowerment 
of women and girls. 

Observed on the 8th of March each year, In-
ternational Women’s Day is a time to celebrate 
acts of courage and determination by ordinary 
women who have played an extraordinary role 
in the history of their countries and communi-
ties.

In Liberia, IWD 2018 was celebrated under the 
national theme ““Act Now and Support the 
Liberian Women’s Agenda” while the global 
theme was “Time is Now: Rural and urban ac-
tivists transforming women’s lives”.

Nobel Laureate Leymah Gbowee. 
Photo: UN Women/Winston Daryoue



A s part of activities to mark the 2018 
observance of International Women’s 
Day, the United Nations Entity for Gen-

der Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
(UN Women) in collaboration with the Embas-
sy of Sweden launched the WikiGap Campaign 
in Liberia on March 7, 2018.  

The overall goal of the campaign is to improve 
and increase the representation of women on 
the internet by working to ensure that more 
content about women and girls are published 
on Wikipedia and that more women and girls 
are empowered to develop and upload content 
as Wikipedia editors, writers or contributors. 

The launch of the Wikigap Campaign was at-
tended by the Ambassador of Sweden H.E. 
Ingrid Wetterqvist, the UN Women Liberia Re-
presentative Ms. Marie Goreth Nizigama, the 
Country Representative of UNAIDS Ms. Miriam 
Chipimo, the Head of the Women’s Legislative 
Caucus, Hon. Rosanna Shaack, the President of 
the National Rural Structure Ms. Kebeh Mon-
ger and a host of other guests including female 
students of Starz College of Technology. 

In his presentation on the overview of the 
campaign, UN Women Liberia Communication 
Officer Mr. Winston Daryoue highlighted the 
importance of using the digital space, especial-
ly the internet to showcase and document the 

contributions of women and girls who have 
made great strides to the advancement of hu-
manity and the world, using Wikipedia, the 
world’s largest online encyclopedia as the plat-
form. Mr. Daryoue explained that in Liberia, 
the focus of the campaign will be on empowe-
ring women and girls to be able to develop and 
contribute content on Wikipedia, especially 
the stories and profiles of prominent Liberian 
women. 

Ambassador Wetterqvist in remarks re-echoed 
Sweden’s feminist agenda and efforts by the 
Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to bridge 
the internet gender gap by working through 
its embassies around the world and with the 
Wikimedia Foundation.

Ambassador Wetterqvist said the implementa-
tion of the #WikiGap Campaign will help im-
prove women’s representation on the internet 
and bring about a more gender-equal internet 
and promote gender equality in the world. 
UN Women Liberia Representative Ms. Marie 
Goreth Nizigama also spoke of how the contri-
butions and achievement of many women are 
not heard about because women’s stories are 
not being written and published on the inter-
net. She said it is important that women are 
empowered with the skills to tell and publish 
women’s stories to increase content about wo-
men on the internet. 

UN Women and Swedish Embassy 
launch WikiGap Campaign



CSW62: Showcasing the power of rural women

A s part of the 62nd edition of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women (CSW) 
in New York, the Government of Liberia 

and partners convened a side-event on rural 
women and girls’ economic empowerment to 
showcase best practices and lessons learned in 
Liberia. 
During the side-event, panelists shared their 
experiences of working to empower rural wo-
men, most significant change stories, challen-
ges and key actions to accelerate rural women’s 
economic empowerment.

Presentations at the side event were made by 
Hon. Williametta Piso Saydee Tarr, Minister of 
Gender Children and Social Protection of Libe-
ria, Ms. Marie Goreth Nizigama, UN Women Li-
beria Representative, Mrs. Clar M. Weah, First 
Lady of the Republic of Liberia, Ambassador 
Louise Blais, Deputy Permanent Representa-
tive of Canada to the United Nations and Mrs. 
Kebeh Monger, President of the National Rural 
Women Structure of Liberia amongst others.

In her presentation, Minister Tarr said rural 
women have been the backbone of women’s 
economic empowerment in Liberia and it is 
critical to highlight their best practices and the 
key lessons in achieving the results and change 
they desired. 

“These are the women that embraced the 
storm during the Ebola outbreak in Liberia; 
these are the women that thread dangerous 
paths from farm to markets ensuring that they 
provide daily for their families; they also made 
sure that Liberia 2017 Presidential and Legis-
lative elections were peaceful and that their 
children did not participate in any form of vio-
lence,” Minister Tarr highlighted. 

A cross-section of delegates at the side-event by Liberia on rural women. 
Photo: Agatha Thompson, Ministry of Information, R.L 



Also speaking, Frist Lady Clar Weah explained 
that the economic empowerment of women 
and girls in rural areas is a prerequisite for sus-
tainable development, pro-poor growth and 
the achievement of all the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals in Liberia. 

For her part UN Women Liberia Representa-
tive Ms. Marie Goreth Nizigama reaffirmed the 
entity’s commitment to working with the Go-
vernment of Liberia under its Pro Poor Agenda 
to strengthen engagement with women and 
girls by integrating gender-specific perspec-
tives at the design stage of policy instruments 
and programming.

” UN Women is working very closely with the 
United Nations Country Team and with the Go-
vernment in support of more equitable access 
to assets and services for rural women,” Ms. 
Marie Goreth said. 

In remarks, Amb. Blias said the Government 
of Canada has taken a “very strong” stance on 
gender equality by focusing its international 
assistance on increasing economic leadership 
of women on all levels. 

“We truly, truly belief that we can only achieve 

the SDGs if we fully empower women econo-
mically. Today women are still the poorest, 
most marginalized, most at risk human beings 
on the planet. So, to take them from that si-
tuation to one of economic empowerment will 
require dedication of government, civil society, 
men and of women themselves,” Amb. Blais 
explained.

Sharing her experiences and best practices 
from Liberia, the President of the National Ru-
ral Women Structure of Liberia Kebeh Monger 
spoke of the level of transformation in the li-
ves of women and girls through programmes 
by UN Women with support from donors and 
all stakeholders. 

“I used to be ashamed to talk amongst people 
but because of the support to rural women 
and different training programmes, today I can 
write my name. I understand what it means to 
be a leader and to network in improving the 
lives of our women. 
 
Established in June 1946, the Commission on 
the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal 
global intergovernmental body exclusively de-
dicated to the promotion of gender equality 
and the empowerment of women.
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“My life has changed for the better”
A graduate of the UN Women supported ‘Next Level’ business deve-
lopment skills training funded by the Governments of Swed en and 
Norway, 45-year-old Catherine V. Sackie has improved her business 
which helps her cater to the needs of her family.

Our stories

Catherine is one of thousands of beneficiaries of the ‘Next Level’ Business Development Skills 
Training Programme. Her story of success is helping inspire her fellow market-women in Ma 
Juah Market in Monrovia. Photo: UN Women/Winston Daryoue
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“Since 1998 when I started selling 
used clothes, I have done a lot of 
different businesses just to sur-
vive but none was good enough 

to take care of the needs of my family and me. I 
have sold curtains, beddings, and cooked food 
but I was not understanding what I was really 
doing. I was just investing my money and not 
getting anything back.” 

“I also used to spend my business money a lot. 
I would buy things like fashion-slippers, movie 
discs, and clothes.” 

“At some point I got discouraged and aban-
doned business.”

“In 2017, I participated in the ‘Next Level’ trai-
ning programme by UN Women and it was 
during the programme that I learned the ba-
sic skills and discipline needed to do business. 
We were taught how to manage our business, 
how to invest, accessing credit and saving our 
money.”

“Following the training, we were organized 
into a Village Saving and Loan Association 
(VSLA) were I had three shares. I got LRD 9,000 
from my savings in the VSLA and began my 
new business.” 

“Due to my seriousness, I received a loan of 
USD 1,000 and purchased a tricycle or “Kekeh.” 
I paid back my loan and bought my second 
“Kekeh,” and I also registered a micro-finance 
business where I give other women loan at re-
duced interest rates.  

Today, I have also established a shop where I 
sell used clothes, sneakers and slippers. The 
profit from all my businesses is helping to send 
my children to school and take care of my fa-
mily. My life has changed for the better since 
I participated in the UN Women training and 
graduated. I have purchased a plot of land 
where I am currently constructing a five-bed-
room one story-building.”

“I know some women who are not respected 
by their husbands or communities because 
they do not have any skill to help contribute 
to the family wellbeing and their communi-
ties. I will like to see the training programme 
extended to more markets so that other wo-
men can gain similar skills and knowledge that 
have empowered me today.” 



Rural women lead the way in 
addressing food insecurity 
in Liberia 

Mrs. Everlyn Karhenye, leader of the Gbawaken Rural Women Com-
munity Green Reserve is a strong voice for women’s rights and 
equality in her community. Here, she demonstrates how to operate 
one of the machines used for their farming. 
Photo: UN Women/Moses Kelleh 

Our stories



49 -years old Everlyn Karhenye, a mother of nine children is leader of the Gbawan-
ken Rural Women Community Grain Reserve, an agricultural storage and pro-
cessing facility established through the UN Women led Joint Programme on 
Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment (JPRWEE) with funding from the Go-

vernments of Norway and Sweden. 

A strong voice for women’s rights and empowerment, Everyln is leading the way in mobilizing 
women and men in her community and nearby villages to address the issues of hunger, poverty 
and inequality. 

Two years ago, residents in the remote Liberian town of Gbawanken and surrounding villages 
located in the far south-eastern County of Maryland struggled to provide food for their families 
and to cater to their daily needs due to the lack of adequate food supply and poor economic 
situation. 

During the rainy season Maryland County is virtually inaccessible to vehicles transporting 
goods including food items from Liberia’s capital Monrovia– located 710 kilometers from Ma-
ryland. But today, while the bad road situation still exits, interventions through the JPRWEE are 
helping Everlyn and her community produce and store more food. 
“Life used to be difficult during the rainy season because there was no food. We were suffering 
but since the project started, today we can say poverty is going away. Now we can do things 
for ourselves. My women are able to open their purse and go to the market to buy what they 
need,” Everlyn explained.
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The energetic and tough-talking Everyln said 
the financial situation of her family is impro-
ving as she is now able to pay her children’s 
school fees through the income received 
from her savings in the Village Savings and 
Loan Association which was established as 
part of the programme.  

Building on the comparative advantages of all 
collaborating agencies including the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP), UN 
Women and the Ministries of Agriculture and 
Gender, Children and Social Protection, the 
5-year JPRWEE utilizes a multifaceted ap-
proach where the beneficiaries are trained 
in agricultural and food production, financial 
and business development skills, as well as 
leadership to help reduce hunger and im-
prove the livelihood of women and girls.

Women of Gbawanken and six other villages 
were trained and supported to form a Village 
Saving and Loan Association (VSLA) through 
which members buy financial shares and get 
regular loans at a very reduced interest rate 
to enable them do business. 
  Since June 2017, the Gbawanken VSLA have 
generated over Two Thousand United States 
Dollars in its savings. 

“Today in our villages, women who are 
members of the VSLA are contributing to the 
welfare of their families and have gained the 
respect of their husbands. They are using 
their savings to buy land, and replace the 
thatch roofs on their houses with zinc.” 

“Last year we grew rice on 12 hectares of 
swampland, and this year our target is to ex-
pand our rice farm and venture into livestock 
production. We have already purchased our 
first cow from our savings and we have few 
goats and sheep,” Everlyn said.

“It’s amazing to see how when rural women 
are adequately supported, they are able to 
rise above conditions which hold them back 
and drive change in their community,” said 
Theresa Flomo Nyeka, Head of WFP Field Of-
fice in Maryland County. 

“Since the women were trained to operate 
the different food processing machines and 
run the Community Green Reserve as an in-
come generating initiative, they have been 
very committed and united in their efforts to 
see the project succeed.”  

Through the JPRWEE, more than 3,286 ru-
ral women farmers have received farming 
inputs which included high quality seeds 
and tools. Over 5,657 women and girls have 
also received business development sup-
port for income generation. 

“Over the last four years of implementing 
this Joint Programme, we have seen that 
even though they are underserved with op-
portunities and are most of the times left out 
of development efforts rural women have the 
power to shape their communities through 
innovative approaches that bring them all 
together to work for a common goal,” ex-
plained Ramon Garway, UN Women Liberia 
Programme Manager for Women’s Economic 
Empowerment and National Coordinator of 
the JPRWEE.  
 
The Gbawanken Community Green Reserve 
is one of five Green Reserves established 
through the JPRWEE that are helping to se-
cure rural women’s livelihoods and rights to 
achieve sustainable development.
 
The five counties where the Green Reserves 
are located are Maryland, River Gee, Sinoe, 
Grand Bassa and Margibi. 
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Weala Peace Hut Receives 
High-power Delegation

T he delegation included Ambassador Olof Skoog, Peace Building Commission Chair of Liberia 
Configuration, Ms. Ingrid Wetterqvist, Ambassador of Sweden to Liberia, Mr. Yacoub El Hillo, 
UN Resident Coordinator and Liberia’s Ambassador to the UN Lewis Brown amongst others.

UN Women Officer-in-Charge at the time Mr. Yawo Mensah Maglo alongside the Gender County 
Coordinator of Margibi Ms. Danlett Asilton accompanied the delegation to Weala to enable them 
to get a firsthand understanding of the work of Peace Huts across Liberia through the experiences, 
testimonies and stories of women leaders at the community level. 

Women of the Weala Peace Hut in Margibi County were excited to share their experiences of working at the 
community level to promote peacebuilding, women’s economic empowerment and leadership when a high-level 
delegation recently visited their Peace Hut.
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During the visit, Weala Peace Hut Leader Ms. 
Fatu Coleman hailed the support by UN Wo-
men, the Government of Liberia and other 
stakeholders in mobilizing the women of Wea-
la Community to realize their potential and 
rights in order to contribute more meaningful-
ly to the advancement of their community. 

Ms. Coleman explained how prior to the esta-
blishment of the Peace Huts, women of Weala 
were in a state of destitution and were subject 
to regular acts of violence and abuse by some 
men including their husbands.

She said with the opening of the Peace Hut, 
women are more aware of their rights and are 
being economically empowered. Ms. Coleman 
said through the operations of the VSLA, wo-
men are gradually moving from being depen-
dant on their husbands to a state where they 
are complementing the efforts of their hus-
bands in the up keep of the family. 

The Weala Peace Hut leader called for in-
creased support to their Peace Hut to reach 
out to more women and girls as they perfor-
med a short drama on conflict resolution and 
demonstrated through role play, the opera-
tions of the Village Saving and Loan Associa-
tion (VSLA). 

Speaking, Ambassador Skoog said the women 
of Weala have demonstrated the significance 
of empowering women to lead in building a 
peaceful society. ‘’ I am Impressed with the 
work by UN Women and all stakeholders and 
the level of transformation taking place at the 
community level.’’ Ambassador Skoog said as 
part of his visit to Liberia, he had engaged all 

key players including President George Weah 
on the need to empower women. “I met with 
the President yesterday and told him you have 
to empower the women of Liberia.” 
He said no country can progress without inves-
ting in the power of women to lead the process 
of transformation and development. Also spea-
king, Ambassador Lewis Brown highlighted the 
role of women in maintaining peace in Liberia 
and stressed that no matter how much support 
is provided by development partners, only Li-
berians can create a peaceful and developed 
country. 

Ms. Danlett Asilton, Margibi County Gender 
Coordinator called for increased support for 
the establishment of more Peace Huts, as 
Margibi is one of the counties reporting the 
highest incidence of rape and other forms of 
gender-based violence.

Peace Huts are women-led safe community 
spaces used as a hub to promote conflict reso-
lution at the community level, peacebuilding, 
women’s economic empowerment, leadership 
and as an advocacy platform for addressing is-
sues like sexual and gender-based violence in 
communities. 



Empowering aspiring young 
business women in Liberia 

A member of the UN Women-supported Peace Hut in Bopolu City, 
Liberia, 27-years-old Lucy Mulbah runs a shop which she establi-
shed from her savings with the VSLA and with the skills gained from 
a business and financial management training programme by UN 
Women. Photo: UN Women/Winston Daryoue.

Our stories



In the provincial city of Boplu in Liberia’s Gparpolu County, 27-year-old Lucy 
Mulbah is standing out amongst her peers as a determined and industrious 
young business woman–thanks to skills she gained through a UN Women sup-
ported programme for rural women in her community. 

Upon graduating from high school two years ago, Lucy invested the little money 
she received from relatives and friends for her graduation into used-clothes bu-
siness which later collapsed due to poor management. 
“When I bought the used-clothes, I credited them out to people but it was hard 
to get my money because they did not pay back,” explained Lucy. 

The 27-years-old said even though her intent was to use the profit generated 
from the used-clothes business to further her education, she realized she did not 
know much about running a business and lacked the skills. 

Sharing her experience with other members of the UN Women supported Peace 
Hut in Bopolu City recently when a team from the Embassy of Sweden near Mon-
rovia and UN Women visited her community, Lucy recalled how a conversation 
with Ma-Esther, leader of the Bopolu Peace Hut helped open doors for her. 

“She came to me once and said, ‘why you stopped selling?’ I said because I can’t 
find my way out. How can I take my hard-earned money and buy goods that I can-
not get anything [profit] from? But she encouraged me to join the Peace Hut and 
participate in the business and financial management and other skills training 
programmes which were being offered.” 
With a little over 200 members, the Bopolu Peace Hut is one of 25 women frien-
dly community facilities across Liberia supported by UN Women to help advance 
the rights and empowerment of women and girls through various trainings in the 
areas of vocations skills, sexual and reproductive health, business and financial 
management, peacebuilding and leadership amongst others. 

Supported through the Government of Liberia and United Nations Joint Pro-
gramme on Rural Women’s Economic Empowerment, the Peace Hut women also 
operate a Village Saving and Loan Association (VSLA) where they buy shares and 
can access loans to improve their businesses. 

 “When I became a member of the Bopolu Peace Hut, I received many opportuni-
ties to help myself. I completed the business and financial management training 
where I learned how to do records of my transactions, how to separate my bu-
siness money from my personal money and how to save and reinvest my profit 
and through that, I was able to establish my own shop.” 

Lucy’s is one of many stories of how the Peace Hut is helping rural women access 
valuable services and opportunities to help them transform their lives and im-
prove their communities. 

“I am so happy and proud that I can be counted among the business women of 
Gbarpolu County. My business is registered with the Government of Liberia and 
I pay my taxes. 



Childcare and work, 
the experience of 
Janet Z. Wogbeh  

Janet is one of thousands of Liberian women who must deal with 
childcare, other domestic responsibilities and a job at the same 
time. In a patriarchal society that expects women to be limited to 
roles in the home, she has decided to challenge the way baby mo-
thers are viewed in rural Liberia.  
Photo : New Narratives/Tecee Boley

Our stories
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Janet Z. Wogbeh, 30, rocks baby Blessing Doe to sleep on her lap. He is just 
three months old but already has nick names everywhere his mother takes 
him while she works. Today is the second day of a training session orga-
nized by New Narratives and the Female Journalists Association of Liberia 

with support from UN Women and the Government of Canada, here in Gbarnga 
but everyone here knows him already. “Baby News” is his name here at the trai-
ning. He is very popular here. At lunch he is moved around from one hand to the 
other.

“At the radio station where I work they call him “Voice of Tappita Baby”. In some 
places they call him “Radio Baby”. When I gave birth, I had no idea I would at-
tend workshops because baby mothers are supposed to stay home. But I know 
that if you attend trainings you make new friends and learn new things.” Janet 
says. 

Janet is one of thousands of Liberian women who must deal with childcare, other 
domestic responsibilities and a job at the same time. In a patriarchal society that 
expects women to be limited to roles in the home, she has decided to challenge 
the way baby mothers are viewed in rural Liberia.

“I decided to come because I heard they were talking about gender. It is through 
this training that I got to know the difference between gender and sex. In my 
understanding before, when they say gender it means you are a man or a woman. 
But I got to know that sex is the way people are born and gender is what human 
beings say we must or must not do because of the way God made us.”

Janet is a native of lower Nimba County where traditional norms and customs 
are held in high esteem. This is why her action can be regarded as setting an exa-
mple for many young women to follow. Janet says she decided to attend because 
it has great ramifications not only for young women but for the entire part of the 
country where she comes from.

“This is a good workshop that will really help my community. All that we know 
is that a man will say I am a man and I am supposed to do this. I am a woman it 
is my job to do this. As a journalist I am on the radio, I can educate people. They 
will realize that they have been doing the wrong things when it comes to being a 
man or being a woman. I believe I will impact other people. It is very important”, 
Janet asserts.
All through the training and interview, Janet beamed with smile, confidence and 
admiration, tacitly explaining the depth of knowledge and the kind of spice the 
exercise is going to add to her future radio programs. 
“If I had the knowledge that I have now, I was going to help women that were 
running (contesting as representative candidates in the elections). However, it 
is not late. I am using the air waves right now to educated people about why it is 
important for women to participate at the representatives’ level, because it means 
our voices will be heard too.”



Our PartnersUN Women in Liberia is supported by

Enhancing media capacity to 
report on SGBV and gender equality 

 Journalist Bettie Johnson Mbayo of FrontPage Africa Newspaper. 
Photo: UN Women/Winston Daryoue
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28-year-old Bettie Johnson 
Mbayo is a fearless Liberian 
female journalist and mother 
of three children who juggles 

between the demands of newsroom reporting 
at Frontpage Africa, Liberia’s largest newspa-
per and the uncompromising roles of a mother 
and a wife. 
 
“As a professional journalist, my work involves 
writing news stories, mentoring aspiring jour-
nalists and ensuring that news reports meet 
our editorial guidelines and the standards of 
journalism,” says the soft talking Bettie. 
 
Like most sectors of the Liberian society, wo-
men remain under-represented in the media 
landscape. Only 12% of all Liberian journalists 
are women. Of that number, only 2% hold edi-
torial or managerial positions at their media 
institutions.
 
As part of interventions in Liberia, UN Women 
works closely with various media bodies inclu-
ding the Press Union of Liberia (PUL), the Fe-
male Journalists Association of Liberia (FeJAL), 
the Liberia Women Media Action Committee 
(LIWOMAC) and New Narratives to bridge this 
gap and enhance the capacity of journalists in 
reporting on gender equality issues in Liberia. 
                                                          
Recently, Bettie several other journalists from 
across Africa completed a week-long training 
by UN Women in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, focu-
sing on gender-responsive story telling. Also, 
last October, Bettie and 29 other Liberian jour-
nalists completed a weeklong UN Women sup-
ported training sexual and gender-based vio-
lence. Training was part of the Government of 
Liberian and United Nations Joint Programme 
on Sexual and Gender-based Violence and 
Harmful Traditional Practices.
 
“I have had my own experiences of sexual 

harassment and I think the media has an im-
portant role to play in addressing SGBV by rai-
sing awareness of the issue and its impact on 
the rights and dignity of women and girls, ex-
plained Bettie.
In Liberia, some progress has been made 
toward strengthening the capacity of the me-
dia to advance the rights of women and gir-
ls but ultimate success is still far from being 
achieved, as media coverage of violence 
against women are most times sensational, ex-
ploitative, and lacking in serious analysis of the 
prevalence. 

 “As a journalist, the training has helped me to 
think deeper when I report on SGBV related 
cases. I learned that it is important to consider 
the welfare and confidentiality of the survivor 
when I report because, while the role of the 
media is important in the fight against SGBV, 
as journalists, our coverage of the issue can 
also further harm the survivor or promote the 
perpetuation of violence against women and 
girls.”

During the media training, participants also 
discussed possible ways of sustaining coverage 
of the issue of SGBV in Liberia and they put for-
th several key recommendations.
 
The Step it Up Media Compact aims to be a 
mutually beneficial agreement through which 
valued media partners are invited to scale 
up their focus on women’s rights and gender 
equality issues through high-quality coverage 
and editorial decisions, complemented by gen-
der-sensitive corporate practices.
As someone with passion for quality journa-
lism and the promotion of gender equality in 
Liberia, Bettie considers herself an advocate 
for the protection of the rights of women and 
girls and is excited to work to ensure that her 
newspaper Frontpage Africa signs up for the 
Step it Up Media Compact. 
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Community women lead 
the way for peace

The newly found confidence of the women is a result of the project 
“Strengthen Women’s Rights and Participation of Women” being imple-
mented by EDUCARE with technical support from UN Women – Liberia 
and funding from UN Peacebuilding Fund. 
Photo: UN Women/Winston Daryoue
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In the towns of Senni, Golodee and Wangekor, in Bomi and Cape Mount Counties of Liberia, local 
women have proved that when they come together they can do wonders and engender change 
in their communities. 

The three towns are located within the concession area of the Malaysian rubber and palm producer 
Sime Darby and were amongst several communities affected by the expansion of the company’s 
operations as farmlands were leased by the Government of Liberia to the company. 
As part of the 63-year agreement which granted the company 220,000 hectares of land to develop, 
affected communities were to be compensated and benefit from some basic social services but 
these commitments were not forthcoming and it took the advocacy and strong will of local women 
to claim the communities’ benefits. 

In one instance in September 2017, the local communities staged a peaceful protest after a pre-
gnant woman was denied healthcare services because the company’s health center only caters to 
its employees. The lady lost her baby before she could be moved to another clinic.

Through their advocacy and community mobilization, the newly established Concession Commu-
nity Women Development Structures (CCWDS) has been successful in securing healthcare services 
for the community at a clinic run by Sime Darby Plantation. The CCWDS also made it possible for 
the Project Affected Communities (PAC) to secure their overdue payment of compensation from 
the concession company. All this was achieved through a peaceful manner. 

“This project is the first of its kind. We the women now know that we have equal voice just as the 
men in our society. This we know through the project,” said Bindu Konneh, Chairlady of the Wan-
gakor Community Women Development Structure (WCCWDS). 

Under the project, thirty women and men including Bindu are trained on various peacebuilding 
issues and in turn they have trained a total of 1150 community members who have now been or-
ganized in to 23 CCWDS. 

“Now I know how to approach stakeholders, concession companies and my leaders. This project 
helped reenergized our developmental aspirations. We have even started our own peace-hut 
construction all by ourselves,” said S. Tolo, a member of the Buffa Bay CCWDS in Sinoe County, ano-
ther area where the project operates. 

The major focus of the SWORPP project is to develop women-led alternative Community-based 
Natural Resource Management Model which is conflict sensitive and gender-responsive. The pro-
ject is being implemented in 23 key Concession Communities in 5 Counties; Gbarpolu, Capemount/
Bomi, Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh and Sinoe. 
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Led by the Minister of Gender 
Children and Social 
Protection, Hon. Williametta 
Sayedee-Tarr, 
Liberia’s delegation at the 
2018 Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW), 
with support from UN Women 
convened a side-event 
to share best practices and 
lessons learned on rural 
women’s economic 
empowerment in Liberia.

CSW62 2018 
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