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Khartoum, 19 August 2018. The humanitarian community in Sudan today celebrates World 

Humanitarian Day. Held every year to honour those who risk their lives in humanitarian 

service, and to rally support for people affected by crises around the world, this World 

Humanitarian Day brings attention to the millions of civilians affected by armed conflict every 

day: #Notatarget. 

 

Despite tremendous gains made over the past decade in humanitarian response and assistance, 

Sudan continues to face high needs due to the challenging economic and social situation. Even 

so, Sudan is a generous host to some 1.2 million refugees seeking asylum from countries 

across the region. In particular, civilians continue to suffer from difficult conditions in the 

Jebel Marra area in Central Darfur.  

 

In Sudan, about 97 per cent of relief workers helping the internally displaced and refugees are 

Sudanese nationals, many of whom work in the field for national and international aid 

organizations. These dedicated people operate in challenging situations to ensure that people 

receive life-saving and sustainable assistance. 

 

On this World Humanitarian Day, I commend all humanitarian workers in Sudan, who provide 

emergency aid and long-term rehabilitation to disaster-affected communities regardless of 

race, religion or politics. They are inspired by a common sense of humanity, impartiality, 

neutrality and independence – the principles of humanitarian aid. Respect for these principles 

is the backbone of humanitarian response, as is ensuring that aid workers are protected. 

 

During the first half of 2018, in partnership with government agencies, the United Nations, 

international and national NGOs, and other partners provided food, shelter, water, health, 

education and other assistance to about 2.5 million people in need across Sudan. This was 

possible due to improved humanitarian access, with aid agencies able to reach new areas, 
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which were inaccessible during recent years, particularly in parts of the Jebel Marra area in 

Central Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan. We commend the Government of Sudan for its 

efforts, and hope for ever closer and open cooperation, allowing more people in need to 

receive assistance faster and in more areas. 

 

The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan appeals for $1 billion, of which about $327 million has 

been received so far this year. This reflects a marked reduction in funding for Sudan from 

previous levels. During the lean season, an increased number of people are at the risk of food 

insecurity and disease. We look forward to the continued generosity of donors to address 

critical needs in a timely manner. 

 

World Humanitarian Day is a day to reiterate our determination to assist Sudan in addressing a 

challenging humanitarian situation. I take this opportunity to reaffirm our united commitment 

to serve the most vulnerable people of Sudan, respecting their dignity, ensuring durable 

solutions and supporting to define the future it wants for its citizens. I thank all our 

humanitarian partners, and especially the Government of Sudan, donors, NGOs and United 

Nations Member States for their commitment, engagement and support. 

 

 

*** 

 

For further information, please contact the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan 

(OCHA, OCHASudan@un.org)    
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