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Highlights 

 An earthquake with magnitude 5,9 and a depth of 40 km hit 
the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 
10th September. 

 16 persons reported dead and 170 hospitalized. 

 840 buildings destroyed and 1,264 damaged 

 Damage assessment still ongoing 

 No request for assistance received 
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Situation Overview 
An earthquake with the magnitude of 5,9 (revised from initially reported 5,7) on the Richter scale, and at a depth of 
40km (revised from initially reported 10km) hit the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 10th 
September at 15:27 local time. The epicenter was to the east of the north-western town of Nsunga on the border of 
Lake Victoria and triggered a green GDACS alert. The earthquake is considered 7.99 on the Modified Mercalli 
Intensity Scale1 which is between very strong and severe. See footnote below for explanations. The earthquake also 
caused damages in Uganda, with at least 4 people killed and over a hundred buildings destroyed (The Observer). 
A stronger aftershock was felt in Bukoba at 22.15 on 11th September but there are no reports of further damaged 
caused by this. 
 

                                                      
 
1 MMIS scale : http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/mercalli.php  

VII Very strong 
Damage negligible in buildings of good design and construction; slight to moderate in well-built ordinary structures; 
considerable damage in poorly built or badly designed structures; some chimneys broken. 

VIII Severe 
Damage slight in specially designed structures; considerable damage in ordinary substantial buildings with partial 
collapse. Damage great in poorly built structures. Fall of chimneys, factory stacks, columns, monuments, walls. Heavy 
furniture overturned. 
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Damage assessment is still ongoing and the State Minister will meet with the Regional Disaster Management 
Committed early evening 12th to discuss if an emergency will be declared and if international assistance will be 
requested.  

Humanitarian Impact 

 Authorities report of 16 deaths and 170 injured hospitalized.  

 840 buildings are reported destroyed and 1,264 as damaged and regarded as unsafe, but assessments are still 
ongoing (DMD). 

 Total number of displaced are still being assessed and expected to be shared in the coming days.   

 Three schools have collapsed (RAS) and dormitories and dining rooms damaged forcing students to sleep 
outside (TRCS). 

 The marine police stations, yesterday erroneously reported as used as a shelter, had been destroyed.  

 Electricity has been partly shut off to limit damage (RAS). 

 Indication of lack of food for those displaced (TRCS). 

 Reports of people sleeping in the open air as they preferred to stay closer to the dwellings (TRCS). 

Needs 

 The acting Regional Commissioner estimate need for temporary shelter for up to 3,000 households but 
evaluation of needs based on the assessments still ongoing.  

 Early reports from TCRS, indicate the need for emergency shelter; medical supplies; non-food relief items; food 
assistance and psychosocial support.  

Response 

 The regional authorities in Kagera and Bukoba municipalities coordinated the rescue operation and provided 
emergency medical services.  

 TRCS, working together with local authorities, provide emergency first aid and medical services; participated in 
the evacuation and search and rescue; and provision of psychosocial services.  

 Private sector provided supplies to the Government health facilities on loan. 

 Plan International is sending staff to the area, estimated to arrive in the evening of 12th, to assess the situation.  

 Assessments are still ongoing to complete the damage assessment. 

General Coordination 

 The State Minister is planned to meet with the Regional Disaster Management Committee at 16.00 on Monday 
to discuss if an emergency will be declared and if international assistance will be requested.  

 A meeting with partner will be called by the UN Emergency Coordination group in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday 
13th September. 

 No request for assistance have been received yet.   
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mona Folkesson, Coordination Specialist, mona.folkesson@one.un.org, Tel: +255 685 701 789 
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