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Highlights 

 An earthquake with magnitude 5,9 and a depth of 40 km hit 
the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 
10th September. 

 14 persons reported dead and 203 injured. 

 Search and rescue had been completed by local responders 
and there are currently no reports of more people trapped in 
buildings. 

 Reports of up to 400 buildings destroyed. 

 No request for assistance received.  
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Situation Overview 
An earthquake with the magnitude of 5,9 (revised from initially reported 5,7) on the Richter scale, and at a depth of 
40km (revised from initially reported 10km) hit the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 10th 
September at 15:27 local time. The epicenter was to the east of the north-western town of Nsunga on the border of 
Lake Victoria and triggered a green GDACS alert. The earthquake is considered 7.99 on the Modified Mercalli 
Intensity Scale1 which is between very strong and severe. See footnote below for explanations. 

                                                      
 
1 MMIS scale : http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/mercalli.php  

VII Very strong 
Damage negligible in buildings of good design and construction; slight to moderate in well-built ordinary structures; 
considerable damage in poorly built or badly designed structures; some chimneys broken. 

VIII Severe 
Damage slight in specially designed structures; considerable damage in ordinary substantial buildings with partial 
collapse. Damage great in poorly built structures. Fall of chimneys, factory stacks, columns, monuments, walls. Heavy 
furniture overturned. 

 

 
 
 

Image 1 Joint Research Center 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/mercalli.php


  | 2 
 

United Nations Office of the Resident Coordinator 
www.tz.one.un.org 

President John Magufuli's office said in a statement that he was "shocked by reports of the earthquake that caused 
the death of many people, injury to others and destruction of property". 

Kagera Regional Commissioner (RC), retired Major General Salum Mustafa Kijuu, confirmed that the earthquake led 
to the destruction of many properties including the collapse of houses and warehouses in various areas of the region 
and that Bukoba Municipal Council was among the most affected areas in the region. Damage assessment is still 
ongoing and a full report is expected today. (Daily news) 

Humanitarian Impact 

 Authorities report of 14 people casualties and 203 people injured.  

 Of the injured, 136 were treated at Bukoba hospital have been discharged whereas 67 are still hospitalized. 
(Kagera RMO). 

 Police Commander Olomi confirmed that the Search and Rescue phase is considered completed and there is 
currently no indication of people trapped in the buildings. (USAID)  

 District commissioner of Bukoba, Deodatus Kinawila, confirms that the earthquake has caused a lot of damage 
but noted that for now the situation is calm and under control.  

 Kagera regional officials estimate that about 400 homes were demolished in the quake, but exact numbers of 
people displaced by the disaster are not yet available.  

 Number of people displaced is not yet confirmed. 
 

Response 

 Search and rescue operations have been completed by the local rescue teams, but medical teams reaming on 
stand-by in case additional injured persons are identified. (USAID)  

 Assessment is ongoing to complete the damage assessment. 

 Displaced are currently receiving assistance from neighbor’s/community members and in two secondary 
schools and one Marine police department. 

 Tanzania Red Cross in Bukoba is responding to the event 

 Initial media reports indicated that the Kagera regional hospital was overwhelmed and unable to handle more 
patients, but regional officials deny that the hospitals are or were overwhelmed. The Kagera Regional Medical 
Officer (RMO) reports that there were initial shortages of medicines and supplies, but that resources were 
mobilized from Bukoba District and were received on loan from local private organizations to cover the shortfall. 
(USAID) 

 UN continues to monitoring the situation and are ready to assist if requested by Government. 

 UNICEF has relief items in a warehouse in Shinyanga (6 – 8 hours away) and emergency items could also be 
mobilized from the Nyaragusu camp if needed.  

 

General Coordination 

 UN has been in contact with the Director for the Disaster Management Department, who has arrived to the 
affected area, and have offered support if required.  

 No request for assistance have been received yet.   

 UN Emergency Coordination Group has been in contact PMO-DMD; OCHA ROSEA; OCHA FCSS; USAID and 
EU for information sharing on the vent.  

 The Prime Minister arrived in Bukoba on Sunday afternoon. 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mona Folkesson, Coordination Specialist, mona.folkesson@one.un.org, Tel: +255 685 701 789 
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