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The last six months have seen a number of key political 
developments in West Africa. Elections took place in several 
countries, notably Nigeria, Togo, Guinea, Cote d’Ivoire and 
Burkina Faso.   
In Burkina Faso, the transitional institutions were able to hold 
presidential and legislative elections in a timely manner, 
despite numerous challenges including the failed coup d’état 
of 16 September. A year after the insurrection which toppled 

President Compaoré, Burkina Faso has returned to 
constitutional order, giving a strong democratic signal to the 
region.  
Prospects for peace and stability in the region, however, 
remain threatened by the persistent terrorist activities as 
shown by recent attacks in Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Chad. 
Violent extremism and terrorist activities remain a major threat 
to security and development in West Africa, further 
aggravating the region’s humanitarian challenges. In Nigeria, 
Chad, Cameroon and Niger, Boko Haram continues its 
indiscriminate attacks against civilians.  

(Continued page 2)
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FOCUS

West Africa: upsurge in terrorism

Among the threats to peace and security in West Africa, 
terrorism remains a present danger.  This is illustrated by the 
attacks of 20 November 2015 at the Radisson Blu Hotel in 
Mali, and 15 January 2016 at the Hotel Splendid in Burkina 
Faso. These two attacks, all claimed by jihadists linked to Al 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), combine killed 55 and 
injured dozens. The attacks in northern Mali, including the 
bombings of Timbuktu on February 5 -also claimed by AQMI- 
and of Kidal on 12 February, show that international presence, 
including the United Nations forces remain a prime target for 
armed groups.  

These attacks have led many countries in the region to 
strengthen security measures in sensitive places, and respond 
preemptively. With the upsurge in violent acts of terrorist 
groups in Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and more 
recently in Burkina Faso, the threat of terrorism has become a 
transnational phenomenon that requires a collective regional 
response. To this end, the Peace and Security Council of the 
African Union (AU), which met on the margins of the African 
Union Summit on 29 January 2016, called on member states 
for greater mobilization and urged them to strengthen mutual 
efforts on security and on the fight against terrorism

While violence perpetrated by Boko Haram continues 
unabated in Nigeria and Cameroon, on 01 February 2016, the 
African Union organized a donor conference to fund the 
multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF). International partners 
have pledged $ 250 million in support of the MNJTF and for 
the provision of humanitarian assistance and development. The 
Nigerian government meanwhile is making considerable efforts 
to effectively tackle the Boko Haram insurgency in the northern 
part of the country.

During the presentation of the Secretary-General’s report on 
West Africa on 14 January 2016 to the Security Council, SRSG 
Mohamed Ibn Chambas stressed the strong commitment of 
the United Nations to support the countries of the region 
affected by violent extremism. 

It is in this context that Mr. Chambas and Mr. Bathily, Head of 
the UN Office for Central Africa (UNOCA) conducted, from 14 

to 16 February a joint visit to the countries of the Lake Chad 
Basin affected by violence linked to Boko Haram. 

It is to be noted that on 15 January 2016, the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, Ban Ki- moon presented to the 
General Assembly his action plan on violent extremism, which 
calls for a comprehensive approach including not only the anti-
terrorism measures based on safety, but also urgent preventive 
measures to curb the social, economic and political underlying 
causes that constitute fertile ground for the rise of violent 
extremist groups. The action plan is a call for concerted action 
by the international community that provides over 70 
recommendations to Member States and the United Nations 
system to prevent the spread of violent extremism. 

For the Secretary General action plan, go to:  http://
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/
70/674&referer=/english/&Lang=F 

Editorial (Cont.) 
In West Africa, peace and stability: 
overcoming present challenges 
In response, countries in the region have intensified 
their efforts to combat these terrorist threats, and 
have improved cooperation in areas such as 
intelligence-sharing.  
Concerning drug trafficking and transnational 
organized crime, in November 2015, I chaired a 
meeting of the High Level Policy Committee of the 
West Africa Coast Initiative (WACI).  
We welcome, with satisfaction, the news that there 
are no more active Ebola cases in the region. In this 
regard, I would like to pay tribute to the national and 
international actors that contributed to this 
achievement.  At present, the task of rehabilitating 
essential services calls for our undivided attention. 
I salute the resilience of the people of West Africa in 
overcoming adversity and their commitment to 
uphold democratic principles, and I want to assure 
you that UNOWA will not relent in accompanying their 
efforts toward enhanced democracy and sustainable 
development. 
Looking ahead, the region is gearing up for more 
elections in particular in Niger (21 February 2016) and 
Benin (6 March 2016). UNOWA will be present during 
those critical power transfers, to assist national 
stakeholders to resolve outstanding electoral-related 
issues, if any. We ask the respective governments to 
create a conducive environment for the holding of 
peaceful, transparent, credible and inclusive elections 
which will ensure the democratic participation of 
women and youth. !

Mohamed Ibn Chambas 
Special Representative of the United Nations  

Secretary General for West Africa

United Nations forces remain a prime target for armed groups / Photo 
MINUSMA

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/674&referer=/english/&Lang=F
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/674&referer=/english/&Lang=F
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FOCUS

2016, an election year in West Africa

In Niger, legislative and presidential elections organised on 
21 February 2016. They are the first elections to be held in 
West Africa and on the African continent in 2016. With the 
support of the International Francophone Organisation, the 
electoral roll that was the problem for political parties was the 
subject of a consensus in January. 15 candidates are vying.  


In Benin, who will succeed President Yayi Boni? After two 
five-year terms, President Boni Yayi will not run in the next 
presidential election. The Constitutional Court validated a total 
of 36 applications for the presidential election scheduled on 
March 6, 2016.

The Ghanaian Electoral Commission stated its readiness 
for the presidential and legislative elections of 7 
November. The Electoral Commission is however under a 
pressing demand from some parties to audit the current 
electoral list and update a new voters list. The main political 
parties have agreed to use internal structures to reach a 
consensus on this issue. 


Legislative elections, municipal or local will also be 
organized in Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte d'Ivoire and 
Guinea. In Burkina Faso, the municipal elections will be held 
on May 22. In Cabo Verde, the elections will take place on 
March 20, 2016 and will be followed by the presidential 
election. Two major parties will participate in these elections: 
the party of the incumbent president, the Movement for 
Democracy (MPD), and the African Party for the Independence 
of Cabo Verde (PAICV) of the current Prime Minister. Côte 
d’Ivoire will hold the legislative elections on 27 October and 26 
November 2016. In Guinea, the Independent National Electoral 
Commission has decided to organize local elections, initially 
scheduled for June, in October 2016. 


Before these elections, Mohamed Ibn Chambas, the Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary General for West Africa has 
made several visits to Niger, Benin and Ghana. During his 
missions he met all election stakeholders and civil society. He 
called for peaceful and transparent elections. He will travel in 
the coming days to Cabo Verde.

In 2016, five countries in West Africa -the Benin, Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana and Niger- will organize presidential elections. 
Although some concerns remain, electoral analysts and experts predict that the coming elections will be peaceful, credible 
and participatory; most of these countries have a strong democratic tradition, strong and well-functioning institutions and 
have a qualified and competent staff.
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Increased traffic, production and drug consumption, maritime 
piracy, terrorism and corruption in West Africa were noted in 
2015 by the United Nations System, regional organizations and 
national observers. The region therefore remains a major 
priority for the United Nations. The UNODC continues to 
provide support to member states of the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS) to fight against transnational 
organised crime.


"The security situation in the subregion has stabilized in some 
parts, but deteriorated in other parts. In this context, 
transnational organized crime continues to thrive in West Africa 
due to factors such as massive youth unemployment, huge 
borders control challenges, as well as numerous routes and 
channels of trafficking and smuggling. Countries are 
continuously undermined by the impact of criminal activities" 
said the Representative of the UN Secretary General Special 
for West Africa, Mohamed Ibn Chambas, at the third meeting 
of the High Committee Policy Initiative on the west African 
coast ( WACI POLCOM ) held on 24 November 2015 in Bissau 
(Guinea Bissau). 


Participants to the meeting encouraged Cote d'Ivoire and 
Guinea to establish Transnational Control Units (TCUs). 
According to Pierre Lapaque, the Regional Representative of 
UNODC for West and Central Africa, these units are designed 
to "facilitate the collection, sharing and use of information to 

fight effectively against the scourges of drugs and organized 
crime, both at the national and international levels”. Since their 
launching, joint cross-border operations have led to the 
“seizures and major arrests, notably in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone" he said.


TCUs are the main cornerstone of the West African Coast 
Initiative (WACI). This joint initiative was developed by the 
system of the United Nations and INTERPOL to support the 
implementation of the Regional Action Plan of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) against drug 
use, trafficking and organized crime. Guinea Bissau, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone now have operational units.


Noting the extension of WACI partnership until 2017, and its 
possible expansion to include new West African States, the 
Political Committee of the initiative called on all regional and 
international partners to continue their support to this program, 
more than ever necessary in particularly unstable subregional 
security context. 


The meeting in Bissau was at the ministerial level of the 
Member States of WACI (Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Guinea 
Conakry, Liberia and Sierra Leone) and partners of the WACI 
program (ECOWAS, INTERPOL, UNODC) as well as 
specialized departments and agencies of the United Nations.

NEWSBRIEF

The UN supports ECOWAS in the fight against drug trafficking and organised crime

Third WACI-POLCOM Meeting in Bissau - UNOWA / November 2015 
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UNOWA strengthens its cooperation with ECOWAS in the area of conflict prevention and mediation

In November and December 2015, the United Nations Office 
for West Africa (UNOWA) further strengthened it cooperation 
with the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) in the area of conflict prevention and mediation. 
The implementation of the existing legal instruments is a 
priority for 2016, and UNOWA supports the application of the 
Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, 
Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security (1999) of 
ECOWAS which has established an Early Warning System, the 
Mediation and Security Council, the Council of the Wise and 
Special Mediators, and an ECOWAS Conflict Prevention 
Framework (ECPF).


The SRSG works in tandem with 
the ECOWAS leadership to 
promote peaceful settlements of 
disputes in the region, through 
multiple mediation, facilitation 
and good offices efforts. In 2015, 
these efforts were especially 
important in terms of resolving 
the crisis in Burkina Faso and to 
ensure the peaceful conduct of 
e l e c t i o n s i n a n u m b e r o f 
countries, including Nigeria and 
Guinea. 


At the working level, the UNOWA-
ECOWAS partnership in this area 
has also taken root and was 
boosted with the introduction by 
ECOWAS of a national early 
warning response mechanism, 
and the establishment in 2015 of 
a Mediation and Facilitation 

Division (MFD) within the ECOWAS Political Affairs Directorate 
to provide dedicated support to its preventive diplomacy 
interventions in the region. 


With regard to the latter, UNOWA and ECOWAS organized a 
workshop in Abuja from 11-13 November 2015 to share 
experiences and draw lessons from mediation support 
provided by each institution to peace processes in the region. 
The workshop produced an ECOWAS-UNOWA mediation 
partnership work programme with joint activities to be 
implemented in 2016 ranging from joint missions, lessons 
learned activities and guidance development.


In 2015, UNOWA - ECOWAS teams shared their experiences  in the 
area of médiation and developed a work plan for 2016 - ECOWAS / 
November 2015

NEWSBRIEF

!
For further information,  

Please contact the UNOWA Communication and Public 
Information Office  

 
Ngor Diarama,  

BP 23851 - Dakar Ponty  
Tel : +221 33 869 8585 - Fax : +221 33 820 4638 

piounowa@gmail.com 

Visit our website http://unowa.unmissions.org  !
Follow us on:  

Twitter @UN_UNOWA and Facebook

http://unowa.unmissions.org
https://twitter.com/UN_UNOWA
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNOWA-United-Nation-Office-for-West-Africa/341354782578224?fref=ts
http://unowa.unmissions.org
https://twitter.com/UN_UNOWA
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNOWA-United-Nation-Office-for-West-Africa/341354782578224?fref=ts
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INTERVIEW

« We will strengthen our cooperation with ECOWAS »  
Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for West Africa 

Q. Several countries in the region will hold important 
elections this year. What role UNOWA intend to play to 
facilitate the peaceful holding of these elections? 

Mr. Ibn Chambas: This 2016, eight countries in West Africa 
will hold elections; either presidential (in Benin, Cabo Verde, 
The Gambia, Ghana, and Niger), or legislative (in Cabo Verde, 
Côte d’Ivoire, and Niger), or local and municipal (in Burkina 
Faso and Guinea). Electoral processes are important as they 
contribute to reinforce democratic values; but as you know, 
when they are not properly managed, elections can lead to 
violence. Therefore when necessary, UNOWA works with 
relevant national stakeholders to create conducive conditions 
for peaceful and credible elections in the region. For instance 
in some countries, disagreement over the voters’ register leads 
to tension. In such instances, UNOWA provides good offices to 
help national stakeholders agree on modalities for the 
involvement of appropriate experts that can address the matter 
to the satisfaction of concerned stakeholders. UNOWA also 
works with regional and other international partners as well as 
technical and financial partners to convey the same messages 
to parties involved in the tension. These kinds of actions often 
build confidence between political actors and create favorable 
conditions for the holding of peaceful and credible elections. 


Q. Aside from the elections, violent extremism as well as 
people and drugs trafficking continue to undermine peace 

and security in the region. How could the United Nations 
better assist States and regional organizations to deal with 
these challenges? 

Mr. Ibn Chambas: Violent extremism is a serious concern to 
both developed and developing countries. It undermines 
peace, stability, security, human rights and development. As 
the UN Secretary General said “violent extremism is an affront 
to the purposes and principles of the UN” and “no country or 
region is immune from its impacts.” In West Africa, the Sahel 
and Lake Chad Basin countries are the most affected by 
violent extremism with the presence of armed groups such as 
Ansar Dine, the Mouvement pour l'Unicité et le Jihad en 
Afrique de l'Ouest (MUJAO), Al-Mourabitoun and Boko Haram. 
These groups are often involved in all sorts of trafficking as 
well, including human, drugs and arms trafficking. They take 
advantage of political instability and the weakness of security 
institutions to proliferate. Therefore, efforts to tackle this plight 
should promote dialogue, conflict prevention and reinforce the 
capability of State security services. International cooperation 
and information sharing will also enhance achievements in the 
fight.


With regard to possible UN actions, the organisation has 
developed an Action Plan which consists of seven priority 
pillars in efforts to prevent the phenomenon. A per this Action 
Plan, the UN could support States and regional organisations 
to foster dialogue and conflict prevention; to strengthen good 
governance, human rights and the rule of law; to engage 
communities and empower the youth through education, skills 
development and employment facilitation; and promoting 
strategic communications, including the internet and social 
media. The gender dimension can never be over emphasized 
in efforts to prevent and curb such plights. In addition, the UN 
stands ready and is in fact supporting security sector and 
governance reform processes.


Likewise, migration is often due to instability and/or under-
development. To sustainably address the issue it would be of 
utmost importance to promote and support the achievement of 
the “Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” and promote 
conflict prevention. 


At UNOWA, through our conflict prevention and mediation 
activities, we seek to prevent conducive conditions to violent 
extremism. As the High Representative of the UN Secretary 
General to Nigeria, in 2015, I, together with my colleague of 
UNOCA, SRSG Bathily, conducted two joint tours to Boko 
Haram affected countries in both West and Central Africa.  In 
February 2016, we have undertaken a third tour to call for more 
coordination among the Lake Chad Basin countries. 


(Continued page 7)

In this interview, the Special Representative of the Secretary General, Head of the United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA) 
and High Representative of the UN in Nigeria, Mohamed Ibn Chambas, talks about issues of concern for West Africa: Cooperation 
with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), elections, violent extremism, climate change, Sustainable 
Development Goals ... Mr. Ibn Chambas does not avoid any question. Interview.

UNOWA / February 2016 
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INTERVIEW

UNOWA has taken further steps such as awareness raising 
and promoting advocacy. For instance in 2015 we organized 
through webinar with civil society organisations and regional 
networks from different countries a discussion on violent 
extremism in West Africa. We called the forum “Arbre a 
Palabre”. 


In addition, as the Convener of Goal 2 of the United Nations 
Integrated Strategy for the Sahel (UNISS) UNOWA promotes 
an integrated approach, coordination and information sharing 
between the different UN agencies in addressing cross-border 
threats and security challenges in the Sahel, including violent 
extremism, human and drugs trafficking. In this context, 
UNOWA is supporting the   African Center for the Study and 
Research on the Terrorism (ACSRT/CAERT) based in Algiers, 
on a flagship project under the United Nations Integrated 
Strategy for the Sahel. In the context of our cooperation with 
other partners and regions, UNOWA also continues to 
participate in the meeting of Heads of Security and Intelligence 
Services from Sahel and Sahara Countries in the framework of 
the Nouakchott Process.


Q. ECOWAS, one of UNOWA’s most important partner, 
celebrated 40 years in existence in 2015. How do you see 
our partnership with ECOWAS in conflict prevention and 
mediation evolving in the future? What are some of the 
lessons from your recent engagement with ECOWAS in this 
area? 


Mr. Ibn Chambas: As you so rightly put it, UNOWA’s most 
important partner is ECOWAS. The last UN Security Council 
resolution that renewed UNOWA’s mandate has put a particular 
emphasis on that. The collaboration and cooperation between 
our two entities are commendable as exemplified by our joint 
intervention in Burkina Faso, Togo and other countries. 
Perspectives for the future are even brighter as the two 

institutions gain experience in conflict prevention and 
mediation. As you said, in 2015 ECOWAS celebrated its 40 
years anniversary and the UN celebrated 70 years. In this 
context, UNOWA and ECOWAS will support each other 
through the sharing of experience and best practices in the 
area; wherever needed, we will cooperate to strengthen our 
capacities in both conflict prevention and mediation and strive 
to advance peace, security and stability in the region. 
ECOWAS is in the process of establishing national liaison 
offices in all its member states, which UNOWA might not do. 
This, I believe will substantially enhance ECOWAS conflict 
prevention capacity. At the same time, we will also work to 
reinforce the foundation of good governance and democracy in 
promoting conflict prevention. 


Q. The UN Secretary General has made the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) one of his 
key priorities. What are some of the challenges for West 
Africa in fulfilling these goals? What type of support could 
UNOWA provide for this purpose? 

Mr. Ibn Chambas: First of all, let me say that the adoption of 
the SDGs is an important step for the international community 
to continue to work on the most pressing scourges human kind 
is confronted with. There has been tremendous progress in the 
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and we 
need to build on these achievements when implementing the 
even more ambitious SDGs.   


Like many other countries, West African countries are likely to 
face challenges in the implementation of these goals. In the 
latest Human Development Report, out of the 16 countries 
UNOWA is covering, 14 have been ranked in the Low Human 
Development category. For these countries, it will be 
particularly challenging to deliver on all goals, including to end 
poverty and hunger as well as to promote health, quality 
education, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean 
energy, decent work and economic growth among others. For 
this reason, a global partnership and the support from partners 
will be indispensable. Besides the developmental challenges, 
many West African countries are facing security challenges 
related to transnational organized crime, radicalization, violent 
extremism and terrorism. It will be important to strike a balance 
between the need to promote security on one hand and the 
requirement to allocate sufficient resources to socio-economic 
development. It might furthermore be a challenge to promote 
the SDGs in areas affected by armed conflict.


UNOWA’s mandate has a direct link to SDG 16 on peace, 
justice and strong institutions and my Office will support its 
implementation in West Africa through various means. Good 
offices efforts, early-warning activities, and the strengthening 
of subregional capacities to address conflict-related issues are 
just some examples. In addition, UNOWA also promotes good 
governance, respect for the rule of law and human rights in 
conflict prevention and conflict management. These activities 
also aim at creating conditions conducive to the achievement 
of other SDGs, because it will be impossible to achieve the 
goals without peace, justice and strong institutions in West 
Africa. In addition, my Office is promoting SDG 5 on gender 
equality through the mainstreaming of gender in conflict 
prevention and conflict management initiatives in West Africa. 


(Continued page 9)

« We will strengthen our cooperation with ECOWAS » (Cont.) 
Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for West Africa

UNOWA and ECOWAS will support 
each other through the sharing 

of experience

UNOWA’s mandate has a direct 
link to SDG 16 on peace, justice 

and strong institutions
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KEY ISSUES

Women have to play a greater role in West Africa

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on 
Women, Peace and Security adopted in 2000, emphasizes 
the fundamental role of women in peace and security. 
UNOWA supports West African countries in the 
implementation of this Resolution, at the legal, 
organizational, and political level. 

The Resolution 1325 especially calls on to take into account 
the specific needs of women and girls in the adoption of laws 
and recommends the presence of women in the prevention 
and management of conflicts; it also calls for inclusion of 
perspectives and experiences of women's organizations in 
policy development.


Taking the opportunity of the 7th edition of the Open-day 
which coincided with the commemoration of the 15th 
anniversary of the Resolution 1325, men and women of West 
Africa conducted the final evaluation of the ECOWAS action 
plan for the implementation of the Resolutions 1325 (2000) 
and 1820 (2008) of the United Nations Security Council.


During the last five years many activities have been 
implemented in different countries, with the active 
participation of civil society organizations. The evaluation has 
shown the merits of the action plan, taking into account the 
diverse context in the region and disparities in the 
participation and mobilization of women from different 
countries. It also noted that national action plans were 
consistent with the regional action plan. The positive role of 
the Women, Peace and Security Working group in West Africa 
(WPSWG-WA) and its National Representatives was also 
highlighted, showing that most concrete goals have been 
achieved.


UNOWA’s willingness to strengthen its cooperation with 
ECOWAS also extends to the fields of Gender, Women, Peace 
and Security. In 2016, UNOWA will support ECOWAS in the 
following actions:


1. Adoption  of a new regional action plan on the resolutions 
1325 (2000) and following on Women, Peace and Security 
by Ministers in charge of gender issues.


2. Resource mobilization for the implementation of the 
national action plans and the regional plan.


3. Gender mainstreaming in the strategy against violent 
extremism in the region that implicates more and more 
women and young people in suicide bombings and other 
illegal activities.


4. Promoting women's political participation.


5. Establishment of an annual dialogue with women leaders 
of the subregion.

The main achievements of the Resolution 1325 in 
the region are:  

12 out of 16 countries of West Africa have adopted 
national action plans on the Resolutions 1325 (2000) 
and following the UNSC. Only Benin, Cape Verde, 
Mauritania and Niger have not yet adopted their plan.


Significant progress has been made regarding the 
strengthening of women's capacity in the area of 
mediation and negotiation techniques in West Africa. 
32 women were trained in recent years. They also trained 
dozens of other women leaders in several countries of the 
region.


The involvement of women in the electoral process and 
in national observation missions are signes of an increased 
participation to democracy in West Africa.


The adoption of parity laws or quota for women's 
participation in their countries’ political life, both for 
elective and appointed positions. These include:


the law on gender parity (elected positions), Senegal 
(2010);


the gender equity principle and the bond halved for 
women candidates in parliamentary elections, 
provisions incorporated to the electoral code in Togo 
(2013);


the Law on the quota of 30 per cent in Burkina Faso, 
Cabo Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, 
Niger and Sierra Leone;


The 20 per cent quota law (elected and registered) in 
Mauritania (good application of the law that allowed 
the appointment of more women to leadership and 
ambassadors positions).


For the upcoming years, achieved progress will have to be 
consolidated and more women should enter political life in 
their countries.

Women and youths in the region more  involved in electoral processes. 
Guinea Situation room: 2015 presidential elections - UNOWA / October 2016
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IN BRIEF

UNOWA / UNOCA / OSES Retreat
!
On 11 January 2016, Representatives of the 
United Office for West Africa, the Office for Central 
Africa and the Office of the Special Envoy for 
Sahel held a meeting in Dakar.


The meeting aimed at identifying issues requiring 
cooperation for 2016.  Participants took stock of 
cooperation and coordination between the three 
offices in 2015.


At the end of the meeting, a road map of activities 
to be jointly conducted in 2016 was developed. 


Round table on Boko Haram in the Lake Chad 
Basin
!
On 10 February, UNOWA and OSES held a Roundtable on 
the topic of “Boko Haram in the Lake Chad Basin: the 
Challenges of analysing a growing regional threat” with the 
International Crisis Group (ICG). 


The roundtable gathered analysts from the Central and West 
Africa. The aim of the Roundtable was to share perspectives 
and analyses regarding the Boko Haram insurrection and its 
increasing impact on the entire Lake Chad basin countries. 
The meeting also examined the national and regional 
responses to the Boko Haram insurgency and the 
challenges in devising effective long term solutions to such a 
complex threat, given the geographical scope of the conflict, 
the multitude of states involved, and the enclaved character 
of the Lake Chad basin.


Children, main victims of Boko Haram attacks - UNICEF

« We will strengthen our cooperation with ECOWAS » (Cont. - End)

Q. The Paris Agreement on global warming was signed 
last December 2015. What impact could this Agreement 
have on peace, stability and development in West Africa? 

Mr. Ibn Chambas: The impacts of climate change on Africa 
are complex and unpredictable. Over the past decade, 
almost every region of the continent has experienced a 
greater frequency of extreme weather events, such as 
droughts or floods. All along the Sahel, droughts have 
become the norm, destroying areas that were once 
productive. The impact of climate change on food 
production, land management, on issues relating to 
livelihoods is particularly harsh in the Sahel area. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, more than 95% of agriculture is rain-fed, 
meaning that it is entirely dependent on the weather. Crop 
failures undermine food security and push people into 
poverty, creating deep social pain. 


Lake Chad is an example at hand. In 50 years the surface 
area of Lake Chad has decreased from approximately 
25,000 km2 to around 1,350 km2, resulting in destruction of 
livelihoods for millions of people, exodus, unemployment of 
youth, easy prey for organized crime and terrorist groups. 


By 2050, the continent's urban population is forecast to 
grow from 435 million people today, to 1.3 billion. Increased 
poverty and urbanization due to climate change would be 
another destabilising factor in a region already volatile, likely 
to increase the danger of violent extremism and 
radicalization in the Sahel, and the potential linkage to 
Terrorist organizations. African Governments hoped for a 
deal that commits industrialized countries to limiting their 
carbon emissions and preventing catastrophic global 
warming, and makes resources available for those countries 
already on the frontline of climate change. That seems to be 
what is now on the table.
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