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Nigeria 2015 elections, a reference to peace and 
stability in West Africa


Unanimously welcomed by the international community, 
presidential and governor’s elections organized by Nigeria 
on 28 March and 11 April 2015, were organized in a 
democratic and transparent manner.  
Thus, they have demonstrated that mobilization for peace 
and stability through the ballot box can defeat the threat 
of terrorism and gather Nigerians in their quest for lasting 
peace. 
Undoubtedly, African countries which will undertake 
various elections, should be inspired by the example of 
Nigeria and the determination of its leadership and 
citizens to consolidate peace and development in a sub 
region that keeps facing multiple political, economic and 
humanitarian challenges. 
West Africa has certainly come a long way, but the 
complexity of the current challenges people are facing 
and governments of the sub-region requires enhanced 
action and coordination. Security or institutional crises 
with regional dimensions such as the threat of Boko 
Haram in Nigeria, the rebellion in northern Mali and the 
political transition in Burkina Faso, and the disastrous 
impact of the Ebola virus disease, especially in Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, as well as the finalization of the 
demarcation of the boundary between Cameroon and 

Nigeria (Decision of the International Court of Justice of 2 
October 2002), in addition to piracy, organized crime and 
drogue trafficking constitute major trials. 
At this time, it is important to coordinate the efforts of the 
countries in the sub-region and to strengthen their actions 
in collaboration with regional and international actors in 
order to improve the living conditions of the population. 
No doubt that the proper conduct of the election cycle 
launched with the polls in Nigeria, will be a key milestone 
for the consolidation of democratic institutions and the 
establishment of good governance in West Africa. 
With the countries of the sub-region, regional and 
international partners and the United Nations will continue 
their commitment for a durable peace and stability. 
It is also through the publication of this first issue of 
UNOWA Newsletter, a quarterly online newsletter that the 
Office of the United Nations Office for West Africa 
(UNOWA) would like to share relevant information 
regarding activities of the United Nations and their 
partners aiming at promoting good governance, human 
rights, gender equality for a peaceful and prosperous 
West Africa. 

Mohamed Ibn Chambas 
Special Representative of the United Nations  

Secretary-General for West Africa 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FOCUS

Ibn Chambas and Bathily on a tour of countries affected by Boko Haram 
  

In mid-April 2015, Mr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, 
the United Nations Secretary-General Special 
Representative for West Africa and High-level 
Representative for Nigeria, and Mr. Abdoulaye 
Bathily, the Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary-General for Central Africa, 
conducted a joint mission to Boko Haram 
affected countries such as Cameroon, Niger, 
Nigeria, Chad and Benin.

This joint mission is part of the ongoing United 
Nations efforts to help countries affected by the 
attacks of Boko Haram contain and stop the 
terrorist threat.

Indeed, following continued efforts by the 
concerned countries concerned and the United 
Nations, as well as the mobilization of the 
international community, a significant decrease 
of alleged attacks perpetrated by Boko Haram 
was noted. However, a strong mobilization will 
be needed to assist Nigerian populations who 

have fled to neighboring countries and victims of serious human rights 
violations.

"United Nations supports national and regional efforts" 

During this mission, Mr. Ibn Chambas and Mr. Bathily had a series of meetings with officials of the visited countries and other 
regional high-level representatives. 

They met the outgoing Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan and President-elect Muhammed Buhari. They also had discussions 
with the President of Benin, Mr. Boni Yayi, the Prime Minister of Niger, Mr. Brigi Rafini and the Prime Minister of Cameroon, Mr. 
Philemon Yang.

Before undertaking this mission, Mr. Ibn Chambas, in his briefing to the Security Council on 30 March 2015, on  Boko Haram, 
reiterated the UN support to national and regional efforts to prevent and combat terrorism while urging the countries to respect the 
human rights standards in order to protect civilian populations.

This joint mission has allowed the two officials to reiterate the United Nations commitment to support the efforts of the affected 
countries in their fight against terrorism and to provide humanitarian assistance which will, with partners support, facilitate the 
security restoration in the sub-region. 

Mr. Ibn Chambas congratulates the President of Nigeria, 
Goodluck Jonathan, for his leadership

MM. Ibn Chambas and Bathily discussing with the 
Président of Benin, Boni Yayi 

MM. Ibn Chambas and Bathily meeting with the 
Cameroon Prime Minister, Philemon Yang
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The elections in Nigeria, an effective mechanism for peace and stability !
Despite the threat of Boko Haram, Nigerians have massively invaded the 
polling stations for the presidential and governors’ elections on 28 March 
and 11 April 2015, thus inaugurating a first democratic transition which was 
marked by the election of the opposition candidate (All Progressives 
Congress -APC-), retired military, Major General Muhammadu Buhari.

After the announcement of the results of the presidential elections by the 
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) of Nigeria, the United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki moon congratulated outgoing President 
Goodluck Jonathan "for his leadership during the electoral process and for 
his political sense to ensure respect of the democratic process." He also 
commended the President-elect Buhari and the INEC "for having organized 
and conducted the elections in a professional manner under difficult 
conditions."

By winning 21 of the 36 seats of governors, against 12 for the People 
Democratic Party (PDP) of Mr. Goodluck Jonathan, the APC of Mr.  
Muhammadu Buhari has consolidated a victory that will allow him to 
strengthen the democratic process.

"Maturity of the Nigerian democracy" 
Beyond the election of Mr. Buhari, Nigerians have not only heard candidates 
call for respect and peace, but above all, they have expressed their desire for 
a peaceful environment and lasting stability that could be achieved through 
free elections and not through violence.

The support of regional and international actors and the signing of a code of 
good conduct and acceptance of election results by main candidates before 
the elections have sensitized Nigerian citizens to preserve peace and stability.

According to Ban Ki-moon, the smooth running of the elections "is a 
testament of the maturity of the Nigerian democracy.”

For their part, the United Nations had continued to work to ensure transparent  
and peaceful presidential and parliamentary elections, despite the serious 
threat of violence by  Boko Haram over these polls.

To support the preparation of these elections, the United Nations provided 
technical assistance to the CENI, and nearly US$ 60 million.

Besides Nigeria and Togo which held its presidential election on April 25, 2015, several other 
elections will be organized in the region this year especially in Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea 
and Benin.

Mr. Ibn Chambas, Head of the United Nations Office for West Africa and High Representative of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations for Nigeria expressed the hope that "other African countries 
that will hold elections this year will refer to the example of Nigeria in order to preserve peace and stability in the region”.
!
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Vote counting in Abuja.  
Presidential election took place 

on 28 March 2015 in Nigeria.  
UNDP Nigeria / Lucky Musonda

FOCUS

Ban Ki-moon welcomes the holding of peaceful elections in Togo !
Following the presidential election held on April 25 in Togo, the outgoing President 
of the Republic of Togo , Mr. Faure Gnassingbe Essozimna was re-elected for a 
third five-year term . According to the results released by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission ((INEC), Mr. Essozimna Gnassingbe won 58.75 % 
of the votes. He was competing against four other candidates. 
In a statement issued on 26 April, United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-
moon, praised "the peaceful organization and conduct” of the election.



 UNOWA Newsletter - N° 1 / June 2015



The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, a mechanism for peace and development 



2,001 km of land border already evaluated and accepted by Cameroon and 
Nigeria through the work of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission (CNMC). 

The border dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria has its roots in the colonial 
period starting from the 19th century when arbitrarily defined boundaries 
partitioned the two neighboring countries.   As a consequence, border disputes 
aroused, especially post- independence when tensions intensified and eventually 
evolved to military confrontations, requiring, upon request from the two States, the 
intervention of the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

With its judgment of 10 October 2002, the ICJ has helped frame the settlement of 
the dispute and avoid the exacerbation of tensions between the two countries, 
which would have threatened the stability of the sub-region.

Birth of the CNMC 
Recognizing the importance of the implementation of the ICJ judgment, the 
President of Cameroon, Paul Biya and his then Nigerian counterpart Olusegun 
Obasanjo, seized and received the support of United Nations Secretary General in 
creating and coordinating   a mechanism to facilitate the implementation of the 
ruling.

Barely a month later, the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission (CNMC) was 
created. Designed to collectively oversee the demarcation process, which 
consists of the demarcation of the land border including that of the Bakassi 
Peninsula, the delimitation of the maritime boundary as well as overseeing the 
withdrawal of military troops and transfer of authority in the Lake Chad area, the 
CNMC nominated the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General (SRSG) 
for West Africa as Chairperson of the Commission.

In addition to the important technical demarcation aspect, the CNMC plays a role in protecting the 
rights and the identification of necessary assistance to people affected by demarcation activities, as 
well as the development of recommendations to strengthen confidence, socio-economic projects 
and cross-border cooperation.


13 years after its creation, the tripartite 
mechanism composed of Cameroon, 
Nigeria and the United Nations chaired by SRSG Mohamed Ibn Chambas, 
has demonstrated its instrumental role in the consolidation process of a 
peaceful settlement between the two countries.

Oustanding results 
About, 2,001 km of the 2,100km land border has already been assessed 
and agreed upon by the two countries. An outstanding result! Judge for 
yourself: the border disputes between Ethiopia and Eritrea, Iraq and 
Kuwait, Indonesia and East Timor collectively cover a total distance of 
1,360 km, only about 65% of the entire Cameroon-Nigeria border. The 
CNMC can also boast the successful implementation of the Greentree 
Agreement on the settlement of the dispute over Bakassi, which 
represents a major achievement in preventive diplomacy.

The willingness of the two Parties and that of the United Nations does not 
stop here.  "I am optimistic about the future of the CNMC. The work of this 

tripartite mechanism, which I have the honor to chair is enormous, 
however, this is a strong tripartite that has displayed commitment in implementing a peaceful demarcation process. As Chair, I look 
forward to greater involvement and cooperation from regional institutions and other partners to allow the joint Commission to 
complete the demarcation process ", said Mr. Ibn Chambas.

Indeed, the presence of Boko Haram along the borders of the two countries has significantly impeded the demarcation work. 
However, regional cooperation especially that between Cameroon and Nigeria in the fight against Boko Haram, will, undoubtedly, 
help the two neighbors in completing the evaluation of the remaining 90 km and completing the entire demarcation process. The 
CNMC is on the path to becoming a good example of collaborative mechanism to address border conflicts and in strengthening 
healthy cross-border relations! 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NEWS-BRIEFS

Pillar construction project 
between Taraba State and 

North-western region 
(Cameroon)   

Photo ONU / Mabaya
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Meeting of Heads of UN Missions and Offices in West Africa !
On 8 May 2015, Mr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for West Africa and Head of the 
United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA) convened in Dakar the   Twenty-seventh high-level consultation meeting of the 
Heads of the United Nations Peace Missions and Offices in West Africa.

The Special Representatives of the UN Secretary-General and Heads of UN Missions in Liberia (UNMIL), Ms. Karin Landgren; in 
Mali (MINUSMA), Mr. Mongi Hamdi; in Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS), Mr. Miguel Trovoada; in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI), Ms. Aïchatou 
Mindaoudou; in Ebola-affected countries (UNMEER), Mr. Peter Graaff; and the Special Envoy for the Sahel and Head of OSES, Ms. 
Hiroute Guebre Sellassie, have attended the meeting.

They reviewed the progress of the implementation of the respective mandates in the region, to strengthen coordination in order to 
address common challenges in the areas of elections, security, organized crime, terrorism as well as Ebola Virus Disease. They also 
examined the prospects of democratic transitions in the West Africa region.

The Heads of UN missions and Offices welcomed the peaceful, transparent and free electoral process in Nigeria and noted the 
paramount need for inclusive political reconciliation and dialogue in several countries in the region, including Burkina Faso, Cote 
d’Ivoire and Guinea. They expressed hope that the upcoming elections in these three countries will consolidate reconciliation and 
strengthen the peace process.

Participants recognized with satisfaction the progress made in the fight against the Ebola Virus Disease and called for continued 
attention in the most affected countries.

The Heads of peace missions welcomed the efforts of national, regional and international partners in this regard. They noted that 
particular attention is required to ensure that political developments, especially in Guinea, do not thwart the progress made thus far. 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NEWS-BRIEFS

Working session of Heads of UN Missions and Offices in West Africa / Photo UNOWA
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UN calls for better management of natural resources to preserve peace 

 
The United Nations Office For West Africa 
(UNOWA) organized on 26 March 2015 a 
discussion on «  Natural disasters: a security, 
governance and human rights challenge in 
West Africa ». « natural resources are often at 
the heart of cross-border organized crime 
activities. Their transparent management is a 
key indicator of good governance,  » said 
UNOWA Chief of Staff, Mr. Moudjib Djinadou at 
the opening session. 
The role that natural resources can play in 
triggering conflicts within States and between 
States is no longer subject to debate.

In its report "From Conflict to Peacebuilding: The 
Role of Natural Resources and Environment," 
published in February 2009, the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) considers that 
"at least eighteenth violent conflicts have been 
fueled because of the exploitation of natural 
resources. " 

The wealth that is derived from their exploitation 
explains the lusts, competitions and the 
struggles raised for their control. These 

competitions oppose States to their own people. 
They often raise deadly rivalries between local populations and other 
groups considered as foreigners, such as refugees.

According to the United Nations Group of Experts, natural resources 
are composed of renewable and non-renewable resources such as 

minerals, oil, gas, land, forestry, marine resources, water and others. The action of these groups and the excessive exploitation 
(mining activities, land grabbing for example), often leads to degradation and / or depletion of these vital resources for socio-
economic development of States and local communities, causing, at the same time, ecological imbalances in a climate change 
context.

Moreover, the exploitation of natural resources is associated with phenomena of exclusion of groups of people such as women, 
refugees, family of farmers as they are victims of land grabbing.

The transparent management of natural resources is an indicator of good governance. In this regard, the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI), launched in 2002, and which was based on participatory governance of natural resources, appears 
as a solution and a tool to promote.

For all these reasons, the inclusion of natural resources in strategies for conflict prevention and peace-building and promotion of 
governance has become a strategic imperative that involves the mobilization of various synergies, including legislators , policy 
makers, with the support of development partners, including the United Nations. 

!
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For more information,  

Please contact the UNOWA Communication and Public Information Office 
+221 33 869 8585 Ext. 8547 / piounowa@gmail.com  !

Visit our website http://unowa.unmissions.org  
Follow us on Twitter @UN_UNOWA and Facebook

At least 18 violent conflicts 
have been fueled because of 

the exploitation of natural 
resources

Water scarcity forces sometimes people to walk kilometers to find 
clean water in some regions of Mali 
OCHA

mailto:piounowa@gmail.com
http://unowa.unmissions.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNOWA-United-Nation-Office-for-West-Africa/341354782578224?fref=ts
mailto:piounowa@gmail.com
http://unowa.unmissions.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNOWA-United-Nation-Office-for-West-Africa/341354782578224?fref=ts
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The education for peace and citizenship, an imperative for women of West Africa !

"Education for peace and Citizenship” was the theme of the first session of 
2015 thematic exchange of the Working Group for Women, Peace and 
Security in West Africa (EFCWG-AO), held in Dakar on Tuesday 3 February 
2015 via videoconference with Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Niger and Nigeria.

"Education for peace is an asset for a person to enable him/her to live in 
harmony with her/himself, with peers, with society and with the nature"

It is a process and a condition resulting from the practice of a democratic and 
pluralist citizenship inspired by human rights principles for a sustainable 
development. "In this process of peace building, the school has a monitoring 
role, accompanying the" life skills and know-how "for a solid education for 
peace through the practice of citizenship. “Peace begins in the minds of men; 
it is in the minds of men that the protection of peace should be elevated”

Ms. Ndiaye Diago, President of REPSFECO-Senegal who delivered the 
presentation, noted the importance of creating "peace clubs" for children, 
which constitute learning processes and understanding of rights and 
responsibilities, as well as a support for democracy and citizenship.

 The education club for peace and citizenship class of “Awa and Kassim “in 
Senegal was cited by Ms. Ndiaye who highlighted the reasons for the 
establishment of the club, its objectives and specific activities as well as the 
programs with children that have been very successful. Nevertheless, it was 
specified that, to date, only two clubs have been established through the 
REPSFECO program cell, due to the lack of financial means.

It would be necessary to articulate the peace education program on 
strengthening the values acquired in connection with the assertion that 

"children bring school to home and home to school." And, the involvement, not 
only of the State, but also teachers and parents in educational programs for peace remains the key 
to success. 

To deepen your knowledge on this subject, you can read the  manual of ECOWAS on Education for 
the Culture of Peace, Human Rights, Citizenship, Democracy and the Regional Integration, available 
( French, English, Portuguese) on: www.educationalapaix-ao.org
!!!!

Women, actresses of the slavery abolition !
"Women and slavery" was the theme of the photo exhibition 
on the role of women in the abolition of slavery organized on 
25 March 20015 at the Gallery National des Arts of Dakar in 
celebration of the International Day of Remembrance of 
Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade. 
A tribute exhibition to these women whose "brave resistance 
was only too often underestimated or even ignored," according 
to the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon.

They were from different continents, of different races, but 
shared the same objective. "They suffered from the slave trade 
and they died. Despite the horror of the violence, they suffered 
(sexual and reproductive slavery, enforced prostitution, 
repeated sexual assaults, forced pregnancy and selling of their 
children...) these women played a vital role to preserve the 
dignity of their community ", said the UN chief.
!
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Participants to  the Education 
for peace and citizenship 
working group session.    
 Photo UNOWA

http://www.educationalapaix-ao.org


 UNOWA Newsletter - N° 1 / June 2015

In total, portraits of "10 Powerful Women," designed by the Memorial to the slavery abolition of Nantes (France), allowed the public 
to better appreciate the important role played by the Queen Anna Zingha against the Portuguese; Claire, the ‘maroon’ from French 
Guiana; Amazons of Dahomey; Dandara, the Brazilian Maroon; Queen Nanny, rebel leader and military strategist in Jamaica; Sanity 
of Belair, rebel soldier who fought for the Haitian revolution; Olympe de Gouges, French playwright, political and feminist activist, 
sentenced to death for her abolitionist ideas; Anne Knight, the British feminist; Sojourner Truth, freed American slave feminist, the 
first to make the link between women's rights and civil rights; and Harriet Tubman, freedom fighter, leader in the military and activist 
Underground Railroad in the United States.

The exhibition was organized by the Ministry of Culture of Senegal, the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC), UNESCO and UN 
Women.

On the sidelines of the commemoration, the "Ark of return", a permanent monument to commemorate the victims of slavery and the 
transatlantic slave trade was inaugurated at the United Nations Headquarters, in New York.
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!
UNOWA holds its annual retreat ! !

From 11 to 13 May, UNOWA/CNMC team held its annual retreat chaired by Mr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and Head of the United Nations Office for West Africa 
(UNOWA) 

During three days, UNOWA staff interacted and discussed on activities of different sections and on how to optimize 
the implementation of the mandate of UNOWA for the next year. In this regard, the discussions have outlined the 
goals and priorities that will constitute the base of the work plan that UNOWA will have to achieve.
!

!!


