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The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), as an integral section within UNISFA, supports the 

implementation of UNISFA’s mandate in Abyei and the deployment of the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring 

Mechanism (JBVMM) along the international border. UNMAS operations reduce the threat of landmines and 

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) that enables freedom of movement for UNISFA, the JBVMM, civilians, and 

providers of humanitarian aid within the UNISFA area of responsibility. In August, UNMAS field operations stood 

down for the rainy season. However, UNMAS maintains an emergency capacity to respond to any explosive ordnance 

disposal task that may arise. The highlight of the month is the support provided to the JBVMM in the delivery of the 

Integrated Ground Patrol (IGP) Training in Kadugli on August 3-14. 

* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  
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JBVMM INTEGRATED GROUND PATROL TRAINING 

As requested by UNISFA, UNMAS started to work on 

designing the training package for Integrated Ground 

Patrols in April 2014. The training was designed for 

JBVMM monitors and UN personnel to properly respond 

to any unexpected situations or emergencies that they may 

encounter while patrolling the Safe Demilitarized Border 

Zone (SDBZ). The training took place from 3-14 August 

2014 with 66 members of the IGPs including international 

military observers, national monitors from Sudan and 

South Sudan, Force Protection Unit. The training package 

focused on demonstration of drills and practical 

exercises on highly probable scenarios that the patrols 

may encounter in the SDBZ. The scenarios provided 

the opportunity to strengthen existing competencies, 

learn new skills, and work in a coordinated setting to 

handle the crisis and ensure the safety of personnel and 

assets. Scenarios include roadblock, ambush, hostile 

crowd, hostages taking, casualty evacuation, loss of 

communication, break down of vehicles, landmine 

accident, and traffic accident. To ensure the quality of 

practical exercises, UNMAS and its implementing 

partner TDI, together with the Force Protection Unit, 

spent a week before the training rehearsing the different 

scenarios. The rehearsal involved hard work and great 

dedication from the 38 members of JBVMM Force 

Protection Unit and 14 members from UNMAS and 

TDI.  

The training provided input for the Mission to develop 

Standard Operating Procedures or IGPs within SDBZ.  

Classroom Training to Patrol Team Members 

Casualty evacuation exercise  

Briefing on Casspirs, Rollers and UNMAS Patrol Support  
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WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THE TRAINING? 
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* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  

In between sessions during the 10 busy days of the training, UNMAS had a chance to talk with some of the par-

ticipants to learn about their opinions and recommendations for future IGP trainings. Below is a summary of 

what the participants shared (edited): 

“I find this training, particularly the practical part, 

extremely useful. I did patrolling in the past but 

never before joined an integrated patrol team 

composing of members from different countries. 

Each of us is familiar with procedures from our 

country only. Now we are all on one team and we 

have to learn to coordinate with each other, follow 

the same procedure for each drill, even one as simple 

as getting on the patrol vehicle, debus, assembly, or 

halt. Through the training, we now have a clear 

understanding of the role and responsibilities of each 

member, practiced the drills, and how to handle 

different challenging situations that we may face 

during our patrols along the SDBZ.” - Major Yassir 

Hassan Ali, a JBVMM national monitor from the 

Sudanese police forces. 

“The whole course is interesting for me, both 

theory and practice. It strengthens my capacities in 

basic life support, radio communications, 

landmines and ERW safety awareness.  I can tell 

you exactly all the steps of “MINED” if I encounter 

a landmine and what to do in the case of a 

landmine accident. What is entirely new to me in 

this training is to learn about the mine protected 

Casspirs and rollers which we will use for ground 

patrol. We all feel much safer and more confident 

knowing that we will patrol in this mine-protected 

and bullet proof vehicle.” - Lt. Colonel John 

Mabior, a national monitor from South Sudan.     

Major Yassir Hassan Ali at the practical exercise on roadblock 

Lt. Colonel John Mabior explored the roller of the Casspir 
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“What I find useful in this exercise was the 

coordination between Force Protection Unit and 

other patrol team members. As the Squad 

Commander, I think it was a great training 

opportunity for my team participating in the dry 

rehearsal and subsequently in the scenarios during 

the training. The scenarios were very well 

orchestrated. During the 17 days of rehearsal and 

training, we worked in the day and debriefed in the 

evening in Amharic to discuss lessons learnt to 

improve and share experiences with the rest of the 

team who did not participate in the training. It was a 

very fruitful exercise. I would like to suggest that we 

should include more FPU members in future 

trainings.” - Corporal Tekalgn M. Bokore, Squad 

Commander from the JBVMM Force Protection 

“Being an instructor and also a member of the 

patrol team, I think the training was a great 

success. I used to conduct training in Russia and I 

can’t stress enough the importance of practice in 

military training. There were a lot of practical 

exercises in this training. Scenarios are relevant to 

the security situation in the SDBZ. I can see that 

participants have clearer understanding about each 

other roles and duties and feel more confident and 

better prepared to conduct patrols. We will continue 

to review and improve the training programme for 

future trainings and start working on Standard 

Operating Procedures for integrated ground 

patrols.” - Lt Colonel Yury Goncharov, a Russian 

military observer.  

Lt. Colonel Yury Goncharov discussed the exercise with UNMAS Officer Corporal Tekakgn M. Bokore at UNMAS office to do briefing 
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Hostages taking scenarios Patrol team getting ready for  practical exercise 
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