
 

 

 
 

Press Release 
 

The People of Japan Support United Nations Mine Action Work in 
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gaza, Somalia and 

South Sudan 
 
NEW YORK, New York, 9March 2015 — The People of Japan contributed US $ 15 million to 
the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action to support humanitarian 
demining in five regions. The announcement of this generous support was made public by the 
Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations in March.  
 
The five humanitarian demining programmes that will receive funds from Japan in 2015 are in 
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gaza, Somalia and South Sudan.  
 
“I would like to congratulate the Government of Japan for its support and for maintaining its 
status as the world’s bigger supporter of the UN Trust Fund for Mine Action, a position which I 
invite other countries to challenge and endeavour to fill,” stated Dmitry Titov, the Assistant-
Secretary General for Rule of Law and Security Institutions in the Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations.  
 
The US $ 15 million will be distributed as follows: 
 

• The Mine Action Programme of Afghanistan will receive US $ 2 million, which will be 
used to clear 1.9 square kilometres in the provinces of Bamyan, Faryab, Khost and 
Kunduz. The Government of Afghanistan has announced that it needs US $ 80 million in 
2015, if it is to meet its goal of being mine free by 2023. Japan has provided over US 
$ 125 million to the Mine Action Programme of Afghanistan since 1991.  

 
• The humanitarian mine action programme in the Democratic Republic of the Congo will 

receive US $ 4.5 million to promote peace consolidation through ongoing humanitarian 
demining. Specifically, 30 suspected minefields in the provinces of North Kivu, South 
Kivu and Maniema will be surveyed and cleared.   

 
• The UNMAS programme in Gaza, will receive US $ 3 million to mitigate the threat of 

explosive remnants of war, and to support humanitarian and reconstruction operations in 
affected areas. The latest escalation of hostilities in Gaza caused unprecedented damage 
and destruction, leaving an estimated 7,000 explosive hazards buried amidst the rubble. 
 



 

 

• US $ 3 million will fund a pilot, explosive-hazards clearance project in Somalia on the 
Somali-Ethiopian border. This is a highly explosive-hazard contaminated area, which was 
not accessible before due to the ongoing insurgency and widespread insecurity across 
much of South Central Somalia. In addition to the life-saving benefits of this intervention, 
it is designed to create employment for hundreds of Somali youth, bringing a much-
needed economic boost to communities impacted by conflict. 
 

• In South Sudan, US $ 2.5 million will support the UNMAS emergency response, which 
includes the deployment of rapid response teams and explosive detection dog teams, to 
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance and to protect civilians. 

  
 

“The Government and the People of Japan continue to be staunch advocates for humanitarian 
demining. They chair the Mine Action Support Group, they partner with the United Nations in 
promoting awareness about explosive hazards and for the last three years they have been the top 
donor to the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for mine action. Last month the United Nations launched 
the 2015 Portfolio of Mine Action Projects in Geneva, which represented an overall funding 
requirement of $ US 296 million. We need other donors to come forward, to help the United 
Nations to eradicate the threat of landmines and explosive hazards.  As the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations stated ‘The world is over-armed. Peace is under-funded.’,” stated Agnès 
Marcaillou, the Director of UNMAS.  
 
UNMAS currently supports mine action programmes in Abyei (Sudan/South Sudan), 
Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Darfur (Sudan), Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Lebanon, Libya, Mali, State of Palestine, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Syria and the Territory of Western Sahara (MINURSO). 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Lee Woodyear, +1 (917) 367-0200 or woodyear@un.org 
 
 
 


