
 

 

UNMAS life-saving work in Iraq continues with support from the Government of Australia 

Baghdad, 13 May 2018 - The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) welcomes the 

contribution of AUD 11 million (USD 8.6 million) from the Government of Australia dedicated to 

explosive hazard management in support of humanitarian and stabilization efforts. 

Approximately 2.1 million civilians are still displaced due to the recent conflict and unsafe 

conditions to allow their return. A nation-wide intentions survey was carried out by REACH in 

partnership with the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster in internally displaced 

person (IDP) camps between 12 December 2017 and 14 January 2018 highlighted that 52% of 

people interviewed were not planning to return home. Of the 52% that will not return, 21% stated 

this was due to the possible presence of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and unexploded 

ordnance. In effect, 1 in 10 IDPs in the camps surveyed who are not leaving the camp are not 

returning home because of the fear of explosive hazard contamination in or nearby their homes.  

The Government of Iraq maintains explosive hazard management capacities within a number of 

government entities and established mine action authorities, though the demand for assistance 

far exceeds the resources available.  

With the three-year contribution from Australia, UNMAS will conduct survey and clearance of 

liberated areas suspected to be affected by explosive hazards. This is in direct support of the 

Government priorities as outlined in the Directorate for Mine Action (DMA) “National Strategic and 

Executive Plan for Mine Action for 2017-2021” which highlights DMA’s aim to be able to survey, 

mark and render safe 50% of known explosive hazard contamination by 2021. 

Simultaneously, in collaboration with DMA, risk education will be provided to those living in and 

returning to liberated areas, directly mitigating the threat posed by explosive hazards and IEDs. 

The efforts will specifically target affected communities known or suspected to have an explosive 

hazard or IED threat.  

The Australian Ambassador to Iraq, Dr. Joanne Loundes said: “Australia is proud to partner with 

UNMAS and provide AUD11 million over three years towards critical demining activities in Iraq. 

Even though Iraqi territory has been liberated from ISIL, explosives remain hidden in homes, 

schools, hospitals and roads in former ISIL controlled areas. Unless these areas are cleared, 

people cannot return home, stabilisation and reconstruction efforts will stall and the human toll 

from this devastating conflict will continue.”  

“Through this generous contribution, the Government of Australia will further enable UNMAS to 

respond to explosive hazards through survey and clearance and in turn enable safe and dignified 

returns” stated Mr. Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS Senior Programme Manager.   
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