
 

The Federal Republic of Germany supports joint Ministry of Interior and UNMAS 

training to respond to explosive hazards 

Baghdad, 13 August 2018 – This week marked the beginning of a 75-day training course in Anbar 

jointly organized by the Ministry of Interior and the United Nations Mine Action Service 

(UNMAS). This course will be the first of its kind, with Iraqi Police instructors and UNMAS 

instructors working closely side-by-side to train local police in explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) 

and improvised explosive devices disposal (IEDD).    

Explosive hazards continue to pose a significant risk for people returning to their homes, as well 

as for the security services providing the initial response to the explosive threat. Displaced people 

who are returning to former battle areas are likely to encounter explosive hazards. One of the 

options available to them is to contact local police who, in turn, will be the first responders. The 

presence of trained local police contributes to a safer environment and mitigates the risks of 

casualties amongst returnees.  

“Explosive hazard clearance remains of the utmost importance in order to allow displaced people 

to return to their homes. Such clearances are a vital part of our stabilisation efforts” said Dr Cyrill 

Jean Nunn, Ambassador of Germany to Iraq. “Therefore Germany remains committed to 

supporting UNMAS in this important task.” 

“Capacity enhancement support to enable local police response to explosive hazards is critical 

for the re-establishment of rule of law in liberated areas” said. Mr. Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS 

Senior Programme Manager. “Germany is a crucial partner for supporting explosive hazard 

management training and providing advice to the Government of Iraq.” 

The generous contribution of EUR 4.5 million from the Federal Republic of Germany allows 

UNMAS to provide training and advice to National Mine Action Authorities and the Ministry of 

Interior to mitigate the threat from explosive hazards. This also includes a dedicated Gender 

Advisor who is working with relevant stakeholders (implementing partners and authorities) to 

mainstream gender into Mine Action processes.  

UNMAS continues to train local police to provide life-saving first response in affected 

communities. Since January 2018, more than 370 police officers have been trained as first 

responders and 30 police officers are now able to train other police officers in Anbar and Kirkuk 

Governorates.  
 

The Federal Republic of Germany remains the largest contributor to UNMAS in Iraq, providing a 

total of EUR 44.2 million since 2016. 
 

Contact 

Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS, Senior Programme Manager, Iraq: lodhammar@un.org 


