
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

UNMAS welcomes an additional contribution from the UK to enable the safe, 
dignified and voluntary return of people to Mosul 

 
Baghdad, 31 January 2018 - The UK Government has donated an additional 1 million GBP 
(1.3 million USD) to the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), increasing the UK 
total contribution to 14.2 million GBP (20 million USD). The additional funding will boost 
UNMAS support to stabilization efforts by increasing survey and clearance of critical 
infrastructure in liberated areas. This is important before rehabilitation can commence and 
crucial for the safe, dignified and voluntary returns of displaced people.    
 
The contribution will be used to deploy additional assets to Mosul during the months of 
January, February and March, in line with emergency operational needs. UNMAS began 
survey and clearance operations in Mosul’s Old City in late November 2017. UNMAS efforts 
to ensure a coordinated stabilization response into Mosul have accelerated activities. 
Following planning meetings between the Government, UNMAS, UNDP, UN Habitat, UNEP, 
and UNESCO, UNMAS has now provided survey and clearance teams in five districts in the 
Old City.   
 
UNMAS works in close collaboration with the Directorate for Mine Action and Iraqi Security 
Forces to complement the clearance work that has already taken place by the Government 
of Iraq following the liberation of Mosul.  
 
Close collaboration with UNDP to provide survey and clearance capacities, as well as threat 
assessments, are an integral part of the Funding Facility for Stabilization's (FFS) rapid needs 
assessment process in Mosul. Between 1 December and 16 December 2017, UNMAS 
received 139 additional tasks from FFS, conducting survey and clearance in water treatment 
plants, hospitals and education centers. The additional funds will go towards continuing this 
response. 
 
Jon Wilks, British Ambassador to Iraq, said: “The survey and clearance work carried out by 
UNMAS is vital to the safety of returning Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Iraq. This 
latest contribution demonstrates the UK’s enduring commitment to UNMAS’ work and to 
supporting humanitarian and stabilisation efforts in Iraq.”  
 
“Continuous support from the United Kingdom allows UNMAS to further extend its support 
and activities to enable stabilization priorities and humanitarian activities, encouraging the 
safe return of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) to areas previously occupied by ISIL”, 
stated Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS Senior Programme Manager in Iraq.  
 
Thanks to the generous contribution from the UK Government, UNMAS’ work has been 
made possible. UNMAS will continue ensuring that explosive hazards are cleared in support 
of stabilization efforts and enabling access for humanitarian activities across Iraq. The total 
contribution of 14.2 million GBP (20 million USD) is supporting this life saving work in 
liberated areas of Anbar, Salah ah-Din, Ninewa and Kirkuk governorates.  
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Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS Iraq, Senior Programme Manager, lodhammar@un.org  
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