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Children of Syria

By Iman Morooka 

HOMS, Syria, 24 March 2013 – The battered city of Homs 
has suffered some of the heaviest and most relentless 
fighting in the Syrian conflict. Many neighborhoods have been 
damaged or destroyed, leaving at least 600,000 out of Homs’s 
1.7 million residents in need of humanitarian assistance, 
according to the Syrian Arab Red Crescent and OCHA.

Given the continued violence and increased displacement 
here, this number is expected to be much higher.

Maria Calivis, UNICEF’s Regional Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa, visited Homs last week and met with 
affected families, seeing first-hand the devastation the conflict 
has inflicted on residents, and the growing humanitarian 
needs. Ms Calivis also met with UNICEF partners and staff 
on the ground to discuss ways to strengthen UNICEF’s 
humanitarian response and partnerships for the benefit of 
children in need.  

“Two years into the crisis, essential services have been 
severely disrupted,” Ms Calivis said. “Buildings and 
neighbourhoods have been damaged, some reduced to 
rubble, forcing people to flee their homes and livelihoods. 

Some families have had to move four or five times seeking 
safety.” 

In an unfinished housing complex in Al-Wa’ar neighbourhood, 
where many displaced families from other locations in Homs 
have taken shelter, Ms Calivis observed UNICEF-supported 
remedial classes. These makeshift classrooms are the only 
form of education available for displaced children in the 
neighbourhood. 

“Providing children a safe space to learn, play, and overcome 
the trauma they have witnessed – even if for a short while – is 
crucial, for both children and their parents,” said Ms Calivis. 
“If education is not prioritized by the international community,  
Syria’s children – particularly girls – risk becoming a ‘lost 
generation’, with enormous long-term consequences for the 
country’s future,” she warned.

Ms Calivis expressed serious concerns about UNICEF’s low 
levels of funding, which currently stands at only 20 per cent. 
“I was impressed to see how UNICEF and its partners are 
making an impact and helping children get by,” she said. “But 
I’m really worried that given our funding shortfall, we will have 
to stop a number of life-saving activities.” 

A UNICEF update

UNICEF’s Regional Director visits displaced children and their families

Children’s interpretation of life at Za’atari refugee camp through their own photos. See story page 2 >>>
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Children find a safe space to learn 
in conflict-torn Homs
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AMMAN, 13 March 2013 - In the week 
marking two years since the crisis in 
Syria began, the Prince of Wales and 
the Duchess of Cornwall visited a 
refugee facility in northern Jordan and 
met children and families who have fled 
the fighting.
King Abdullah Park shelters around 920 
people, more than half of whom are 
children.

During their visit, their Royal 
Highnesses spent time with families 
in the transit facility, hearing about the 
profound distress that they have been 
through.

The royal couple was shown around the 
camp by UNICEF and UNHCR, which 
support the Jordanian government to 
assist the Syrian refugee families. Their 
Royal Highnesses visited a children’s 
space and met refugee children.

The Duchess of Cornwall was 
introduced to children at the centre, 
who told her that they were drawing 
pictures of things they miss from home. 
This kind of activity helps children 

deal with the severe trauma that many 
have experienced before they fled their 
country to escape the conflict.

UNICEF also supports 250 of the 
children to attend a Jordanian state 
school in a nearby town. 

AMMAN, 21 March 2013 - A series of 
photographs and drawings by children 
who fled the conflict in Syria to Za’atari 
refugee camp in Jordan were on display 
at an exhibition in Amman.

The exhibition, “Tomorrow’s Memories: 
Life in Za’atari Camp through the Eyes 
of the Children”, was supported by Save 
the Children and UNICEF.

The project aims to help refugee 
children begin their recovery from 
their experiences  through a space to 
express themselves, share their stories 
and stimulate their imagination.

Save the Children and UNICEF 
are using arts-based activities and 
photography as a method to help 
children regain their confidence, self-
esteem and hope. Children were taught 
how to use a camera and encouraged 
to photograph and draw scenes 
from their everyday life as a form of 
therapeutic self-expression.  

“This event gave Syrian children the 
opportunity to express what they feel 
and show to the outside world, through 

their photos, a glimpse of their life in the 
camp,” said Dominique Hyde, UNICEF’s 
Representative in Jordan.

Photo and Art Exhibition Documents 
Children Refugees’ Lives

British Royals see how UNICEF makes a 
difference to Syrian children’s lives in Jordan

Photos of children and their environment taken by children living at Za’atari refugee camp.

The Duchess of Cornwall (centre) talks with a child at a UNICEF-supported Child Freindly Space at a Syrian refugee transit 
facility in northen Jordan.
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AMMAN/GENEVA/NEW YORK, 12 
March 2013 - The unrelenting violence, 
massive population displacement, and 
damage to infrastructure and essential 
services caused by the Syrian conflict 
risk leaving an entire generation of 
children scarred for life, according to a 
recent UNICEF report.

Lost generation

“As millions of children inside Syria and 
across the region witness their past 
and their futures disappear amidst the 
rubble and destruction of this prolonged 
conflict, the risk of them becoming a 
lost generation grows every day,” said 
UNICEF Executive Director Anthony 
Lake.

The report – marking the two-year 
point in the Syria crisis -- says that in 
areas where the fighting is most intense 
access to water has fallen by two-
thirds resulting in increased skin and 
respiratory diseases, while one in five 
schools has been destroyed, damaged, 
or is being used to shelter displaced 
families.

Some hospitals and health centres have 
been wrecked and many skilled staff 
has fled.

Meanwhile children are suffering the 
trauma of seeing family members and 
friends killed, while being terrified by the 
sounds and scenes of conflict.

Unhindered access

“We urge all parties to allow unhindered 
access to children affected by the 
violence – wherever they are,” said Mr 
Lake. “We can only meet the growing 
needs of this crisis if we get the help we 
need today.”

Since the start of the crisis, the 
response by UNICEF and its partners 
has focused on providing drinking water 
and sanitation, health, education and 
child protection services to families 
displaced inside Syria and to refugee 
populations across the region.

Safe drinking water

As a result, 4 million people inside 
the country now have access to safe 
drinking water, while mobile health 
teams have helped take measles and 
polio vaccinations to 1.5 million children. 
Some 75,000 affected children are 
enrolled in schools and school clubs.

In Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey, 
UNICEF assists more than 300,000 
refugee children with services such as 

safe water, adequate sanitation, and 
education.

However, these efforts are threatened 
by a critical shortage of funding. In 
December 2012, UNICEF appealed 
for US$195 million for life-saving 
assistance for Syrian children and their 
families until June 2013. To date, the 
appeal is only 20 per cent funded.

A generation of Syrian children at risk 
as conflict enters third year - UNICEF

Children attending UNICEF-supported remedial classes compete to answer questions posed by their teacher during a visit by UNICEF Regional Director Maria Calivis.
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Refugees by 
numbers*

Lebanon 376,547

Jordan 373,138

Turkey 261,635

Iraq  119,363

Egypt  46,003

North Africa 8,262

Total  1,184,948

(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 
refugees are children.)
*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals 
awaiting registration as at 27 March 2013.
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By Souleyma Mardam Bey

Adnan (4) will never forget the two 
minutes when his entire world was 
turned upside down. The flames 
destroying his home in Syria ruined his 
childhood. His body and face are badly 
burned. This little boy has lost the 
ability to speak and is just starting 
to learn his first words again.

AKKAR region, Lebanon, 13 
March 2013 – When their home in 
Hama, western Syrian Arab Republic, 
was hit by a rocket, Adnan’s parents 
could not manage to take their son out 
in time.

“He did not stay that long in the fire. Not 

more than two minutes. But the fire was 
very harsh,” his father recalls. 

Traumatized, Adnan fears the exterior 
world.

With a look of exhaustion, despair and 

profound sadness, Adnan’s mother 
describes how he is psychologically 
affected in his everyday life by the 
shock he underwent.

“He cries all night and is scared of 

everything, feeling hopeless when 
his father and I leave him for just 
one second”, she explains. Anytime 
someone outside the family approaches 
him, he feels threatened – even in the 
presence of his parents.

“In general, the children are quiet,” says 
Adnan’s father. “When they hear the 
sound of a plane or a car that is a bit too 
loud, they are scared. But now, little by 
little, they are beginning to adapt and 
feel more secure. Except Adnan, who is 
constantly afraid, especially at night.”

Adnan’s family took shelter in a 
makeshift tent pitched in a sea of mud 
and rubbish – the only playing area for 
children. The family is living in extremely 
tough conditions exacerbating Adnan’s 
trauma. The pain goesbeyond his burns 
and includes hunger, cold weather and 
immense lack of basic needs. Because 
his parents cannot afford it, Adnan is not 
following any treatment to recover from 
his physical injuries.

In Lebanon, UNICEF is addressing both 
the immediate and long-term impacts of 
the atrocities Syrian children have been 

through. UNICEF has established 
37 child-friendly spaces and 
a mobile van reaching nine 
communities.

This initiative aims to provide 
children with a wide range of 

psychosocial activities – currently 
benefitting 17,062 children – to alleviate 
the pain and help them overcome the 
stress they underwent, rebuild their 
lives and reconnect with a normal and 
healthy childhood.

Syria
UNICEF reached an estimated 450,000 
people with safe water through continued 
repair of urban and rural water supply 
systems in conflict-affected locations, 
including quick repairs and spare parts for 
water pumps and generators.

Lebanon
UNICEF provided 150,000 litres of fuel to 
heat classrooms at 112 schools benefitting 
close to 29,000 students. 

A nationwide immunization campaign, which 
is nearing completion, for measles and polio, 
along with Vitamin A supplementation, will 
reach almost 500,000 children under 18.  

Jordan
Almost 14,000 children have accessed the five 
playgrounds at Za’atari refugee camp. Two of 
the playgrounds were opened this month with  
trained Syrian volunteers as supervisors.

UNICEF and Mercy Corps opened a water 
pumping station at Za’atari camp to provide 
up to 50,000 litres of water per hour, enough 
to cover the needs of more than 34,000 

people each day. 

Iraq
UNICEF-supported awareness-raising efforts 
at the two Al-Qaim refugee camps reaching 
96 per cent of children under 5 being with 
immunization coverage.

Turkey
UNICEF is delivering furniture and supplies 
to 48 classrooms in two recently built schools 
at Ceylanpiar and Akcakale camps. The 
supply of desks, chairs, cupboards, and 
blackboards will assist about 3,552 Syrian 
children with access to learning. 

Briefs

Adnan (4): Burned in an attack and 
now in exile in Lebanon

Held here by his father, Adnan (4), was badly burned in a rocket attack in Syria.
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“Adnan is constantly 
afraid, especially at night”


