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July - September 2018 

 

143,187  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 
 

217,000 
# of people in need 
 

57,425 
# of Malian refugees, including 34,555 
children 
(UNHCR factsheet, September 2018) 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 19.1 million 
 

Highlights 
 

• Following torrential rains of 8-9 September, caused flooding in the town of 
Bassiknou, 1,300 km from Nouakchott, UNICEF joined other partners and local 
authorities in responding to the needs of 1,691 affected households (6,994 
people) in the town of Bassiknou.  

• As of end of August 2018, 16,865 children with SAM were admitted for 
treatment throughout the country (52 per cent of the estimated national 
caseload at 32,244 SAM cases for 2018). The 2018 SMART survey showed that 
the national nutrition situation is still serious with 11.6 per cent of GAM and 2.3 
per cent of SAM; 23 districts out of 55 are in nutrition emergency situation 
(GAM>15 percent  and/or SAM >2 per cent). UNICEF has ensured the timely 
distribution of Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) and other life-saving 
nutrition supplies and training of 387 health workers and 447 community health 
workers to support 678 out-patient therapeutic and 19 in-patient facilities (80 
per cent of all health facilities) throughout the country.  

• 39,242 people in need (30 per cent of UNICEF target) now have access to water, 
hygiene and sanitation basic services in Tagant, Hodh El Chargui, Guidimakha, 
Assaba and Hodh El Gharbi.  

• Education in emergencies activities addressed the education needs of 8,217 and 
5,090 children in the M’Berra Camp and in host communities respectively.A total 
of 1881 (750 boys, 1131 girls) children exposed to violence, abuse and 
exploitation from the M’Berra refugee camp and host communities have been  
identified and referred to government/CSO services including legal assistance, 
medical services, psychosocial support and vocational/education services since 
January 2018. 

 UNICEF’s Response with Partners  UNICEF  Sector 

Target Total 
Results* 

Target Total 
Results* 

Nutrition: # of children with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care in 21 emergency districts 

12,471 5,777 20,455 9,879 

Health: # of children in humanitarian situations 
vaccinated against measles in 21 emergency 
districts  

  20,414  6,994   

WASH: # of natural disaster and conflict-affected 
people with access to water, hygiene and 
sanitation basic services 

126,000 39,242 250,00
0 

91,242 

Child Protection: # of displaced, refugee and 
returnee children provided with safe access to 
community spaces for socialization, play and 
learning 

10,000 1881 TBD 1881 

Education: # of school aged boys and girls 
affected by humanitarian situation receiving 
learning materials 

8,300 13,307 8,300 13,307 

* Total results are cumulative results.. 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS September 2018 

UNICEF Mauritania 2018/A.TamayoAlvarez/2018 

Carry Over: 
$80,091

Funds received:
$8.1M

Funding Gap: 
$11.1M (58%)

Funding status 2018* 
(US$)

Requirement

$19.1M

* Funds available includes funding received 
against current appeal as well as carry-
forward from previous year.
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 

Mauritania is experiencing a severe drought, affecting agro-pastoralist communities in central, southern and eastern 
regions of the country. Irregular rainfalls during the 2017 rainy season have led to dry pastures, reduced agricultural 
production, and low-surface water availability in most areas and consequently triggered an early transhumance and 
destocking of livestock. From January to August 2018, the proportion of new SAM cases admitted increased by 13 per 
cent per month (on average) compared to the same period in 2017 (only 9 per cent per month). With this increase, 
Mauritania reached in the same period of 2018, 29 per cent more children with SAM than in 2017 and 13 per cent more 
than in 2015 which was a nutrition crisis year. The 2018 SMART survey which was conducted during the lean season (July) 
showed that the nutrition situation remains serious in Mauritania with a small increase of GAM, 11.6 per cent compared 
to 10.9 per cent in 2017; whereas the incidence of SAM was similar to 2017 (2.3 per cent), just above the critical threshold 
(2 per cent). In addition, 23 districts faced nutritional emergency conditions (MAG> 15 per cent and / or SAM> 2 per cent) 
compared to 21 districts in 2017.  Unequal spatial-temporal rainfall distribution shows significant rainfall deficit in the 
northern, western, central and two eastern regions. The nutrition situation is still fragile; more vigilance and integrated 
nutrition intervention are still required. 
 

Established in 2012 and located 30km from the Malian border, the refugee camp in M’Berra, which currently hosts 
57,425 refugees, including 34 555 children1, continues to depend on external assistance, humanitarian assistance and 
the generosity of already impoverished local communities in the Bassiknou district (which has a population of around 
50,000 people). Competition over access to pasture, cross-border movements of livestock and water are likely to 
increase the risk of conflict in this agro-pastoral area. In addition, torrential rains of 8-9 September, caused flooding in 
the region of Bassiknou, 1,300 km from Nouakchott, with 160mm / 48 hours volume of precipitated water affecting 
hundreds of homes and public infrastructure; extending to the Néré region. In coordination with the local authorities, 
UNICEF joined humanitarian response to 1,691 affected households (6,994 people) in the town of Bassiknou and 75 
affected households registered in the locality of Néré seven kilometres from Fassala by distributing NFI (water 
bladders, latrine slabs, plastic sheeting, garbage bins, jerricans, soap, WASH kits, chlorine). Five hundred twenty-two 
households (2,610 people) identified as homeless and delocalized in two sites offered by the local authorities, received 
between 10-26 September, humanitarian assistance including latrines, delivery of drinking water, sanitation of sites 
within the WASH Group, among others, under the coordination of UNICEF. With the support of UNICEF, the 
Mauritanian Red Crescent (CRM) mobilized 13 volunteers a day to promote hygiene and good practice in waste 
management. As coordinator of the social services sector group, UNICEF and its partner, ESD, also started the 
psychosocial support of children through sports and games activities. While UNICEF continues to work with the 
Mauritanian government, UN agencies and partners to strengthen access to basic services at the decentralized level, 
thereby boosting the synergy of interventions along the humanitarian-development nexus, the difficulty to mobilise 
resources to respond to both development and humanitarian remained an important challenge during the reporting 
period.  
 

* As per the Nutrition/Food Security Response Plan (February 2018)  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
▪ Featured in the 2018 Global Humanitarian Overview, an integrated humanitarian nutrition/food security Response 

Plan was developed in partnership with the government to respond to the severe impact of the 2017 drought. The 
Mauritanian government announced a US$ 123 million contribution toward this plan focusing on agro-pastoral/food 
security interventions through subsidized essential food items and fodder for animals. The government focal point 
from the Ministry of Economy and Finance together with the UN Resident Coordinator (UNRC) presented this plan 
to donors in Geneva last March. This plan was also discussed during an ad hoc regional Inter Agency Standing 
Committee (IASC) meeting in Dakar last April attended by UNRC and UNICEF Representative, and during a 

                                                      
1 (UNHCR September 2018) 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 830,000 431,600 398,400 

Children (Under 18) 414,000* 209,121* 204,980* 

Children Under Five  119,000 61,880 57,120 

Child refugees (UNHCR June 2018) 32,758 16,124 16,634 

 

8% of required funds 
available  
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humanitarian briefing in New York in May. UNICEF is leading the Nutrition sector and is co-leading intersectoral 
Nutrition/Food Security group together with WFP. Monthly sector or intersectoral meetings are held to monitor 
resource mobilization, programmatic interventions and identify gaps.  
 

▪ The Government of Mauritania, through the Ministry of Water and Sanitation and the Ministry of Interior, is leading 
the WASH response with special focus on water supply for livestock and the drainage of stagnant water in flooded 
housing areas, while other actors such as UNICEF and NGOs focus on communities and children affected by severe 
acute malnutrition, and also on safe water and sanitation access for internal displaced populations. The Ministry of 
Interior is leading a task force which focuses on flood preparedness and response in view of the rainy season (Mid-
July-September). The first meeting of this task force was held in May 2018. However, looking at recent trends (past 
flood patterns and malnutrition), multi-sectoral efforts need to be brought to scale particularly in Hodh El Chargui, 
Hodh El Gharbi, Guidimakha and Assaba regions. This coordination was effective at the district level under the 
leadership of the District Chief, as experimented in Bassiknou during the flood of September 2018 when UNICEF led 
the WASH group (MSF Belgium, ICRC, Mauritanian Red Crescent, World Vision, ACF Spain) to support local 
authorities to help the 1,671 affected households. Furthermore, at the national level, in August 2018 UNICEF 
organized an emergency WASH meeting to analyse the SMART survey 2018 data and the situation of WASH 
responses in the 23 districts the most affected by malnutrition. Two partnership cooperation agreements (PCAs) with 
local NGOs (AED, EGEDPEM) are in preparation to reinforce the ‘WASH in Nut’ responses in Hodh El Chargui and 
Hodh El Gharbi. These NGOs will work closely with the Nutrition partners of UNICEF (AMAMI) and the Ministry of 
Health to guarantee complementarity and efficiencies. In Bassiknou, coordination meetings of the WASH sector 
working group for interventions in the M’Berra camp and in host communities are held monthly and co-facilitated by 
ACF and the regional Director for Water and Sanitation. Bassiknou WASH coordination was reinforced during the 
September flood episode with UNICEF ensuring the leadership. 
 

 

▪ Together with local education authorities (IDEN), UNICEF is co-leading the technical education working group 
(LTEWG) for the M’Berra camp and Bassiknou. The group gathers all UN agencies such as (UNHCR, IOM and WFP), 
international NGOs (LWF, WV and ACF) and national NGOs (ESD, AED). This coordination mechanism not only 
focuses on coordination of education activities in the camp, but also among host communities. UNICEF has reached 
an agreement with ESD to take care of the primary education activities implemented by InterSOS, one of the few 
active NGO partners in the camp who announced its departure from Mauritania in July 2018. On the other hand, 
World Vision (WV) will carry out other education activities (e.g. pre-school education, parental education, teachers’ 
support , school enrolment and reinsertion, data management, Early Childhood Development) in the camp. In July, 
UNICEF, UNHCR and partners conducted preparatory meetings to address education related issues in the camp, 
including organizing catch-up courses for 1,973 students (944 boys and 1029 girls) delivered by 50 teachers (39 male 
and 11 female) to enhance their learning outcomes during the school break period. In August, a technical meeting 
was held between UNICEF, ESD, WV and UNHCR to strengthen synergy and coordination. Before the new school 
year, in addition to the school opening preparation (e.g. distribution of education materials and rehabilitation of 
school facilities in the M’Berra camp), LTEWG responded to address damages caused by a flood in the refugee camp 
and host communities. In terms of education, unprecedented flooding in mid-September forced 304 households to 
move to a school in the host community which increased the risk of school closure. Nevertheless, thanks to relentless 
humanitarian multisectoral support (including UNICEF’s non-food item distribution), the displaced population 
voluntarily left the school for a designated transitory relocation site and UNICEF-led humanitarian coordination of 
school clean-up allowed timely preparation of school opening on the 1st Oct 2018.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Ongoing efforts are made to coordinate interventions related to recurring emergencies/protracted refugee situation 
with the development programme to maximize results; optimize the use of resources; and strengthen both the 
resilience of vulnerable communities and social cohesion between refugees and host communities. The adoption of 
risk-informed programming, building upon the United Nations Integrated Strategy for the Sahel and the Capacity 
for Disaster Reduction Initiative, has enabled the regular monitoring of risk levels and the timely adaptation of 
programme strategies to prepare for and respond to emergencies. The Cadre de Partenariat pour le Développement 
Durable CPDD/UNDAF (UN Partnership Framework for sustainable development, which also included key 
international NGOs) 2018-2022 which integrates both the development and humanitarian agendas reinforces this 
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articulation of interventions along this nexus/continuum. Several initiatives are currently under development to 
address the needs of both refugee and host populations, strengthen the humanitarian-development nexus and 
improve the resilience of affected zones with the engagement of new actors, including the peace building fund (PBF); 
US-Bureau of population, refugees and migrants, World Bank International Development Association (IDA 18), etc. 
UNICEF Mauritania is taking a pro-active and lead role in planning with government and partners to strengthen SAM 
prevention activities in the 21 emergency districts and to intensify the management of SAM cases. Special attention 
is given to closely monitor the situation in the other 37 districts, identify gaps and support national response 
(deployment of nutrition consultants in regions where there are no active partners) and prepare strong advocacy 
messages. As part of the surveillance mechanism system, UNICEF has supported acute malnutrition screening 
through mass campaign at countrywide integrated with vitamin A supplementation and deworming. Thus, in June 
2018, 482,610 children aged 6 – 59 months (or 76 per cent of all children in the country) were screened for acute 
malnutrition. The second round planned on December 2018 is being prepared with all stakeholders (health system 
and implementing partners). Stocks of life-saving therapeutic items are also closely monitored to prevent stock out. 
Thanks to ECHO, Food For Peace, CERF, Sida, as well as Humanitarian Thematic funds, UNICEF  secured the 2018 (and 
part of the 2019) national pipeline of RUTF/nutrition therapeutic items. Programme synergies are sought to maximise 
opportunities to save young lives (WASH, immunization). 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

As of end of August, 16,865 SAM cases were admitted for treatment countrywide representing 52 per cent of the 
2018 caseload. In the 21 emergency districts, 9,879 SAM cases have been treated representing 48 per cent of the 
caseload in the targeted emergency areas. The programme performance analysis has shown that 02 out of 03 
key indicators have met SPHERE’s standards: 80% of cure rate (>75% SPHERE); 0,8% of death rate (<05% 
SPHERE). However, defaulter rate is at 17% above SPHERE standard (<15%). Mobile strategy of health care 
providers and the involvement of community health workers in the outpatient therapeutic program are identified 
as key actions to mitigate the defaulter rates in the most remote areas. This is an important strategy in a context 
where only 69% of the population lives within a 5 km radius of a health facilities. As part of this effort, UNICEF 
has ensured the timely distribution of nutrition supplies throughout the country. In addition, thanks to ECHO, 
FFP, CERF, SIDA and UNICEF Humanitarian thematic funds, UNICEF is providing operational support in nine 
emergency districts through two PCAs and two small scale agreements with International NGOs (ACF, World 
Vision) and local NGOs (ADICOR and AMSELA). This represents a contribution of 5,777 SAM cases admitted and 
treated from UNICEF’s operational support to intensify the response in the emergency. As part of preventive 
intervention, 11,156 pregnant and lactating women have been reached with promotional activities at health 
facilities and community level. Indeed, 519 health care providers and 344 community health workers were skilled 
to deliver the integrated package of IYCF services through the life cycle. From WFP support, 8,625 moderate 
cases of acute malnutrition (7,274 children and 1,351 pregnant and lactating women) have been treated; 12,266 
children 6-23 months of age have received blanket feeding to prevent further deterioration of children nutrition 
status. UNICEF has supported a joint (UNICEF/MOH/NGO) IMAM programme supervision in five of eight 
emergency regions. As part of the monitoring and coordination mechanism, regular monthly coordinating 
meetings of the nutrition sector, in partnership with the food security sector led by WFP are being held under the 
co-leadership of UNICEF and the Ministry of Health. Through this platform, the SMART 2018 results have been 
presented and discussed and priority actions identified for the ongoing nutrition response and preparedness for 
the 2019 humanitarian response plan. The MOH has also received funding and technical support from UNICEF 
to hold regional restitution of the key 2018 SMART survey results in eight emergency regions to (1) support a 
discussion on malnutrition contributing factors with nutrition authorities and stakeholders at the local level, (2) 
to identify priority actions as part of the multisectoral nutrition coordination at the regional level.  

 

Health  

In the 21 nutrition emergency districts, 764,472 children aged between 9 months and 14 years were vaccinated 
with the newly introduced measles-rubella vaccine (99.5 per cent of target in these districts or 46 per cent of the 
overall national target). As part of an effort to mitigate the weak coverage of the health system in remote rural 
areas, , 121 community health workers were skilled to deliver services in the outpatient therapeutic programme 
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in Guidimakha, Hodh El Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi regions. Through its regular Health programme, and despite 
severe/chronic underfunding, UNICEF is providing capacity development and operational support to six out of 
the twenty-one emergency districts. Access to health services in the M’Berra refugee camp is expected to 
become challenging as MSF, which has been working in the camp since February 2012, will leave Mauritania in 
December 2018. Under the lead of UNHCR, the humanitarian community and the MoH are developing a plan to 
ensure continuity of medical services in M’Berra camp and Bassiknou district after MSF withdrawal. In addition, 
other important needs of the health component of the response include: i) provision of care at the community 
level by the community health workers; ii) training of health staff (supervisors and service providers) in the areas 
of Integrated Community Case Management (iCCM) and immunization; (iii) support to mobile vaccination 
strategy integrated with malnutrition screening and treatment; (iv) routine distribution of Long lasting 
Insectiicidal Nets LLINs to pregnant women and children under five; and (v) promotion of key family practices 
especially in the M’Berra camp. 
 

 WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene)  

1,000 people in two villages have been provided with access to safe drinking water through the construction of 
solar powered water networks . Also,  13,500 people benefited from improved sanitation and ended open 
defecation through CLTS in 35 villages in host communities in Hodh El Chargui region. The procurement process 
for the construction of two (2) additional water supply systems in host communities in Bassiknou district 
(Natcom USA funding) and twenty (20) solar water points in Guidimakha region (OFDA Funding) is now 
underway. Also, 1,882 children with severe acute malnutrition and their mothers received WASH kits in 228 
health facilities and benefited from hygiene awareness sessions in Guidimakha, Assaba, Hodh El Chargui and 
Tagant. 39,242 people benefited from hygiene and nutrition awareness sessions between January and June 2018 
in Guidimakha, Hodh El Gharbi and Hodh El Chargui. UNICEF and its implementing partner (ACF Spain and 
AMAMI) started upgrading the WASH facilities in 34 health and nutrition centres in Guidimakha (OFDA funding), 
Assaba and Nouakchott (American Embassy funding). The civil works will be completed by December 2018. 
Finally, in view of the rainy season (Mid-July-September) UNICEF secured a contingency stock of WASH supplies 
to respond rapidly to the needs of 2,000 households in case of floods. Then, stock for 500 households WASH kits 
were mobilized, 40 latrines were constructed (24 for women, 16 for men), and 225 m3 of safe water were 
distributed to the affected families and 1,671 peoples were sensitized in wastes management and hygiene during 
the 15 days of flood emergency response in Bassiknou District.   
 

Education  
 

Resources for education in emergencies has steadily decreased over the last five years. This has severely 
affected the provision of quality education in the M’berra camp and in host communities. Thanks to a €300,000 
contribution from ECHO and other resources, support is provided to strengthen quality primary and secondary 
education but also to provide literacy courses to out of school children and youth living in the refugee camp. 
Moreover, SIDA has provided additional funds (US$ 88,000) to support ECD for 400 children in the camp. In 
addition, UNICEF managed to mobilize financial resources from the US state department (BPRM funds) 
(approx. US$ 740,000 for the education program). The new grant was approved in September with the aim to 
mitigate the risks and effects of the Malian armed conflict on children in Mauritania Hodh Chargui region 
through a joint collaborative approach targeting both refugees and host communities. Since the crisis has 
become protracted over six years, UNICEF and its partners have been strengthening their efforts to focus on 
social cohesion and conflict prevention activities. In the refugee camp, most out of school children (3,088 
children based on the last physical verification in the camp) only attend Koranic education rather than formal 
education. Thus, an intense advocacy and sensitization activity has been carried out with the aim to increase 
enrolment for the upcoming school year. Tackling school exclusion has been a priority for UNICEF and 2,633 
youth (including 1,684 girls) have benefited from literacy courses. Six hundred thirty-seven children (307 in 
2017; 330 in 2018) have been re-integrated into primary education. As a measure to reduce indirect education 
costs, student kits are distributed every quarter to 13,307 students (including 8,217 refugee students and 5,090 
host community students). Thanks to ECHO funding, UNICEF has started building lower and upper secondary 
education facilities in the camp to ensure a safe and protective learning environment for all children (8,512 
children aged between 12-17, based on the UNHCR data as of September 30th), and boost transition rates from 
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primary to secondary education, especially for girls. The quality of the construction is a supervised jointly with 
the central Governement (DPEF), UNICEF staff and local education authority committee to prepare provision 
of quality education for adolescents in the new school year 2018-2019 in October. Also, concerning the 
strengthening of the education offer, UNICEF is about to sign a partnership with World Vision to create eight 
preschool centres in the refugee camp and six (in partnership with the national ONG AED) in the host 
community of Bassiknou. UNICEF has also been contributing to the quality of education through a series of 
teacher training for 150 primary teachers (including 30 new teachers) and 23 secondary school teachers on child 
rights and learner-centred pedagogy; 18 non-formal education teachers on life skills; and 20 student club 
members on awareness raising. Last but not least, UNICEF is coordinating the back-to-school campaign for the 
start of the school year 2018-2019 through the provision of school and student kits, the payment of secondary 
school teachers’ salaries and mobilization and sensitization activities. 

 

Child Protection  

UNICEF continued supporting Malian refugee children in M’Berra camp and other children from the host 
communities affected by the Malian conflict. UNICEF and partners ensured a participatory approach with 
refugees and host communities to identify and address needs, with participatory assessments, focus group 
discussions and individual consultations. Between July and September 2018, 456 (176 boys, 280 girls) new cases 
of refugees children were identified and supported. The psychosocial support provided included the assessment 
of their individual needs counselling, individual follow-up, participation in play and recreation activities and/or 
referral to basic services. This comes to a total of 1,645 (655 boys, 990 girls) refugee and host community 
children who have accessed protection and integrated psychosocial services through UNICEF supported 
programmes since January 2018, reaching 19% of the original planned target for 2018. Reasons for reaching a 

lower number of children than planned include limited capacity of partners and lack of resources.  36 
community based volunteers, of whom 21 women were trained on how to improve the identification, follow-up 
and referral systems and service delivery for vulnerable refugee boys and girls in M’Berra refugee camp during 
the reporting period. Topics included the impact of emergencies on children, psychosocial support to affected 
children, case management, prevention and response to sexual and gender-based violence, monitoring of grave 
violations against child rights during armed conflict and prevention of sexual abuse and exploitation. In response 
to the floods in Bassiknou, UNICEF worked with ESD to provide protection and psychosocial services to affected 
children and their families. As part of these efforts, 15 youth volunteers were mobilised, trained and supported 
to organise play and recreational activities for children and young people in Bassiknou and Néré village. Four 
recreational kits and other play material were distributed.  So far, a total of 236 (95 boys, 141 girls) in the two 
villages have been reached and provided with counselling and psychosocial support. With the relocation of 
flood-affected families to the new sites, UNICEF intends to extend its support to at least 1,400 flood-affected 
children in Bassiknou. This included the screening and identification of children in need of special protection, 
including separated children or girls and women at risk of gender-based violence, which are underway. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

A national breastfeeding campaign was organized jointly with the Ministry of Health thanks to financial support 
from USAID. UNICEF developed and supported the implementation of a communication plan for this campaign 
which included advocacy, mass promotion, and community mobilization to intensify the promotion of exclusive 
breastfeeding practices. TV and radio spots were broadcast throughout the country targeting at least 65,000 
pregnant women and 104,000 lactating women. As part of promotional activities, a video promoting exclusive 
breastfeeding and featuring UNICEF goodwill Ambassador and young Mauritanian singer, Khoudia, was 
broadcast on national television and social media (https://youtu.be/HvrRrTC8i9g). The First Lady was 
nominated “First Nutrition Champion” in Mauritania during the launch of the campaign in Nouakchott in a key 
step to galvanise support from decision makers. In addition to this, during the reporting period, UNICEF 
provided training to 36 community volunteers to improve the identification, follow-up and referral systems and 
service delivery for vulnerable refugee boys and girls in M’Berra refugee camp.  
 

Media and External Communication 

In line with the Global Communications Strategy, UNICEF highlighted its commitment to the rights and well-being of 
children affected by emergencies in Mauritania. UNICEF spoke out against violations of child rights during various 

https://youtu.be/HvrRrTC8i9g
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activities and in its multimedia production mainly emphasizing the nutrition situation in the country. The use and reach 
of digital media was expanded to increase visibility of main donors (e.g. ECHO, USAID, OFDA). Two hundred eighty 
thousand people were reached on Facebook and Twitter. Several videos and stories on the nutritional situation in 
Mauritania were produced and disseminated.    (https://www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie/) 

 

Security  
The security situation in Mauritania remained relatively calm over the reporting period, despite sporadic rallies or crime-
related incidents, especially in Nouakchott. It is still unclear how the implementation of the ongoing military operations 
in Mali and G5 Sahel forces deployment will impact the security situation in the region and in Mauritania. Beyond Nema 
(Hodh El Charghi region), UN missions must be in convoy and armed-escorted. The availability and quality of the 
escorts, remains a challenge. Missions are cancelled or postponed several times. UN Guest Houses are recommended 
for visiting UN staff. The security level is moderate (3) in Nouakchott, low (2) in Kaedi, and Kiffa and high (4) in 
Bassiknou. It is important to note that the alert level has increased in the Bassiknou district following the recent attacks 
in Mali and the government request to suspend humanitarian interventions in ten villages along the Malian border. 

 

Supply and Logistics 
As of September 2018, the total value of expenses related to purchase of goods and services was US$ 4,486,648.33 
million (including 24 per cent of local purchase representing US$1,096,327). A similar trend is expected by the end of 
2018, but will depend on donor’s priorities and on-going resource mobilization efforts. In September 2018, the 
volume of local and offshore procurement was as follows: 

▪ $ 3.09 million for programmes and PS (for both development- 55 per cent and emergency- 45 per 
cent) 

▪ $ 0.11 million for operational supplies 
▪ $ 1.09 million for services 
▪ $ 0.17 million for freight 

As part of the response to nutrition assistance and flooding in the South East of Mauritania, US$ 1,237,604.10 worth 
of supplies comprising Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food, including 15,000 packages funded by CERF, ECHO and 
USAID/Food For Peace, along with vitamin A, therapeutic milk, tents and others were distributed across the country. 
Other emergency related contingency items were Education (US$ 19,392.72) and WASH (US$ 18,786.66). 
Furthermore, the RUTF pipeline has been secured until the first quarter of 2019 to improve coverage and quality 
treatment of SAM. Vaccines were procured for Polio campaign and other Cold Chain equipment to increase coverage 
and reduced child morbidity and mortality rate. Supplies, mainly Nutrition and WASH, were prepositioned in all 13 
regions for emergency preparedness to support humanitarian assistance with the use of an existing long term 
agreement in customs clearing of offshore procured items, transportation and distribution to health facilities and the 
refugee camp, as well as light vehicles hiring to conduct end user monitoring to beneficiaries. 10% of WASH 
emergency stock prepositioned in Nema and 19% of WASH stock in Nouakchott have been transported to Bassiknou 
to support the joined emergency responses of flood in September 2018. 
 

 

Funding  
UNICEF Mauritania wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contribution 
and pledges received against the HAC 2018, which is currently funded at 43 per cent, and which have made the current 
response possible. UNICEF  encourages unearmarked funding whenever possible as these give UNICEF essential 
flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to where they are needed 
most- especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening preparedness and resilience 
building. In 2018, UNICEF Mauritania received US$ 4,770,310 for emergency nutrition interventions from ECHO, OFDA, 
CERF and Sida essentially. Funds for WASH were received from OFDA and Sida while US$ 1,500,000 was received from 
BPRM for child protection and education in emergency activities. Lack of resources in several sectors health in particular) 
has limited a multi-sector response to the ongoing complex humanitarian situation which is affecting the Hodh El Chargui 
region. Also while the prevalence of stunting in Mauritania decreased from 34.5 per cent to 20.1 per cent between 2001 
and 2017 due to improved access to basic social services and reduction of poverty, the severe drought of 2017 suggests 
that gains obtained in recent years might be reversed if no urgent actions are taken. As UNICEF Mauritania embarked on 
a new country cycle (2018-2021), it is also important to note that only a third of its other resources for 2018 have been 
secured. The current situation calls for greater articulation along the humanitarian-development nexus, but current 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie/
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resource levels seriously constrain response preventing comprehensive multi-sectoral interventions (WASH-Health-
Nutrition) at community level. It is important to note that considerable restrictions of UNHAS operational capacity limit 
ability to respond in a cost-efficient, timely and secure manner 

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the revised Humanitarian Appeal 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  9,930,000 4,770,310 51,562.83       5,108,127.22  51% 

Health  2,979,000                       59,449  -       2,919,550.80  98% 

WASH 2,500,000                     959,933  -       1,540,067.09  62% 

Education  1,384,000                 1,509,628  24,293.75         0 0% 

Child Protection  2,338,000                     755,543  4,234.47        1,578,222.69  68% 

Total 19,131,000 8,054,863 80,091 11,145,968 
58% 

 
Next SitRep: 01/12/2018 

 
UNICEF Mauritania on Twitter: twitter.com/UNICEF_MTA 
UNICEF Mauritania on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie  
UNICEF Mauritania on Instagram @UnicefMauritania 
UNICEF Mauritania Humanitarian Action for Children: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Who to contact 
for further 
information 

 

Judith Léveillée  
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Mauritania 
Tel: + (222) 42 78 34 00 
E-mail: jleveillee@unicef.org 

 

 

 

 

Hervé Périès  
Representative 
UNICEF Mauritania 
Tel: + (222) 42 78 31 00 
E-mail: hperies@unicef.org 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html
mailto:hperies@unicef.org

