
ERITREA SITUATION REPORT – June 2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

      

  

Eritrea  
Humanitarian 

Situation Report  
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funds 
received to 

date: 
$4,788,182

Funding gap : 
$10,278,818

Carry-
forward 
amount: 

$933,007

2016 funds available*

*Funds available include funding received for the current 

appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous 

year. 

2016 funding 
requirement:  

$16m 

Highlights 
From January to June 2016, UNICEF Eritrea worked closely with the 

Government and partners to provide children and women with access to 

nutrition, health, education, water, sanitation and hygiene and child 

protection support, as per the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC).  

• 30,100 (27,000 children under-five and 3,100 pregnant and lactating 

women) benefited from blanket feeding in the Northern Red Sea Region; 

about 360,000 children aged 6-59 months were provided with 

supplementary vitamin A; 27,057 children with  Moderate Acute 

Malnutrition (MAM) (77% of target) were supported; as well as 4,849 

children requiring treatment for severe acute malnutrition (SAM).  

• Essential lifesaving nutrition and health supplies for 2016 including measles 

vaccines, Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) and Zinc tablets have been procured 

and distribution is ongoing. It is expected to reach 108,000; 50,000 and 

35,000 beneficiaries for measles vaccination, diarrhoea treatment and 

malnutrition management respectively.  

• Only 13% of UNICEF’s 2016 funding requirements have been received, 

severely challenging UNICEF’s ability to meet the needs of all affected 

children and women. 

• The Government’s suspension of construction work nationwide and the 

shortage of cement, has delayed the construction of schools and WASH 

facilities, which impacted the rate of funds utilisation for the period.  

30 June 2016 
 

1.5 million  

Total affected population 
 

 725,000  

Total affected children (under 18) 
 

545,000 

Total people to be reached in 2016 

(HAC 2016) 
 

445,000  

Total children to be reached in 2016 

 (HAC 2016) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2016 

US$ 16 million 
 

 

UNICEF Humanitarian Response (as of June 2016)  

UNICEF 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

# of people in humanitarian 

situations accessing 15 litres of water per 

person/day 

60,000 2,700 

# of children under 5 with 

severe acute malnutrition  admitted into 

therapeutic feeding programmes 

15,000 4,849 

# of children under 5 with moderate acute 

malnutrition benefitted from targeted 

supplementary feeding 

35,000 27,057 

# of out-of-school children from nomadic 

communities provided with access to basic 

education 

30,000 3,185 

# of children and young people in and out of school 

provided with integrated mine risk education 

programmes on injury prevention in high-risk 

communities 

50,000 30,000 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS Mid-Year Humanitarian Situation Report: January – June 2016 
 

Photo © UNICEF Eritrea 
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UNICEF’s Response with partners 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Eritrea is currently under sanctions in accordance with the UN Security Council Resolutions 1907 and 2023 which has resulted in 

declining donor funds. In early June 2016, there were border skirmishes between Ethiopia and Eritrea over disputed territory which 

resulted in casualties and increased vulnerability of children and women in the affected areas. The El Niño phenomenon and 

associated drought has affected children who are at high risk of malnutrition, water shortages and disease. Field monitoring reports 

and observations indicate continuing food shortage leading to increased levels of malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies, poor 

sanitation coverage, and risks associated with exposure to landmines and unexploded ordnances as the primary humanitarian issues 

facing the country. In addition, revisions in the 2015 government financial policy negatively affected the pace of programme 

implementation. The lack of up to date data continues to be a major challenge for an accurate assessment of the situation of children 

and women in Eritrea. The results of “Eritrea Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihood Assessment” report is yet to be released by the 

government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The Ministry of Labour and Human Welfare (MoLHW) is the coordinating ministry for disaster response and management in Eritrea. 

MoLHW has representation and access to sub-national levels through its regional offices. Support to emergency coordination and 

response is managed at a sectoral level through the Ministries of Health (MoH) and Land, Water and Environment (MoLWE). The UN 

Resident Coordinator and UN-OCHA support humanitarian coordination within the UN country team and UNICEF is a member of the 

UNCT Humanitarian Needs Group. There is no formal Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) as a cluster approach, however, UNICEF 

continues to play a leading role in the sectors of Nutrition and WASH, and also actively engages with partners in the sectors of 

Education, Health and Child Protection. There are limited number of International Non-Governmental Organizations operating in the 

country. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Humanitarian response has been mainstreamed in the development programmes with priority interventions targeting the most 

vulnerable population groups and some specific geographical areas. UNICEF is playing an active role in relevant thematic outcome 

areas including WASH, Health, Nutrition and Child Protection, and coordinating emergency response through the MoLHW, the 

National Development and other line ministries. UNICEF, in collaboration with MoH, is responding to the nutrition situation through 

supporting facility-based as well as community-based therapeutic and supplementary feeding interventions, targeting severely and 

moderately malnourished under-five children. In the reduced presence of WFP in-country, UNICEF is also supporting a phased 

implementation of a blanket supplementary feeding at the national scale to prevent further deterioration of the nutritional status of 

children under-five and pregnant and lactating women. UNICEF is working to support the convergence of programmes to the extent 

possible in order to maximize their complementary impacts on vulnerable populations. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  

Health and Nutrition 
Blanket feeding to 30,100 (27,057 children under-five and 3,100 pregnant and lactating mothers) children under-five and lactating 

and pregnant women was provided in order to prevent further deterioration in the nutritional status of drought affected populations 

in the Northern Red Sea Region. The first round of the National Child Health and Nutrition Week for the country was conducted in 

June 2016. The report is yet to be finalized but it is estimated that over 360,000 children aged 6–59 months were provided with 

vitamin A. Measles vaccine for 108,000 under-fives and ORS and Zinc supplies for 50,000 children were procured and prepositioned 

at MoH warehouse and the procurement of essential lifesaving nutrition supplies for 2016 has been done. The distribution of Health 

and Nutrition essential supplies is ongoing but constrained due to sporadic fuel shortages resulting in interruptions to timely 

transportation of lifesaving supplies from the Port of Massawa to those in need. 

 

WASH 
Two Solar-powered community water supply schemes and three check dams have been completed in Maekel and Southern Red Sea 

regions respectively providing safe drinking water to 2,700 people (out of the target of 60,000 people) on a daily basis; the target was 

not reached due to non-availability of cement. In addition, there has been slow progress in the completion of additional nine solar-

powered community water supply schemes also due to shortage of cement and other government priorities in the first half of the  

Estimated Affected Population (HAC 2016 and Eritrean Population and Health Survey 2010) 

Start of humanitarian response: December 2015 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,500,000 675,000 825,000 

Children Affected (Under 18) 725,000 326,250 398,750 

Total population to be reached 545,000 245,250 299,750 

Children to be reached 445,000 200,250 244,750 
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year. The hygiene promotion activities were constrained as well, due to the government’s inability to complete the water supply 

schemes – the two activities are interlinked. 

 

Child Protection 
During the reporting period, 45 teachers were trained on mine risk reduction. Through this training a total of 30,000 children have 

benefited from mine risk education. The capacity of community and school based risk reduction activities to protect children 

continued during the reporting period in all high-risk communities. Additionally, 950 children living with disabilities were reached with 

psychosocial support and physical rehabilitation in regular community-based activities. 

 

Education 
UNICEF support played a critical role in enhancing the community involvement to create access to education for about 3,185 out-of-

school children, training and certification of the teachers identified from the nomadic communities. About 90 nomadic school teachers 

were trained as a response to education needs of the out-of-school children from the nomadic communities. Teachers from the 

communities who understand the culture and the context have an added value for the nomadic communities to learn in their mother 

tongue and have relative education. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D)  
Awareness on the value of immunisation and nutrition services was raised in 30 (out of 38) sub-zobas in the Northern Red Sea, 

Southern Red Sea, Anseba and Gash Barka regions. Community members were reached with integrated health messages during the 

National Child Health and Nutrition week conducted in June of 2016. The January Independent Monitoring conducted after the 

national campaign reported that 96% of mothers and caregivers in these sub-zobas were reached with the key lifesaving messages 

and how to respond to emergencies. The report also revealed that 71% of parents learned about the campaign from community 

members and peers (meetings, neighbours, mobilizers/volunteers), indicating a strong community health seeking 

behaviour.  Community health workers (35) now have capacity to support community members to practise appropriate 

complementary feeding which is key in the reduction of acute and moderate malnutrition of children under five. 

 

Supply and Logistics  
Sixteen shipments of vaccines, Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), micronutrient products, solar refrigerators, lanterns, solar 

pumps, pipes and fittings, lab equipment for nutrition survey were cleared and distributed in the drought prone and El Niño impacted 

communities which will benefit about 95,000 people.  The availability of solar system will guarantee continuous portable water supply 

during power outages. The key challenges for supply are: the very high cost of airlifting vaccines to Eritrea (existing carriers are 

unwilling to have vaccines as part of their cargo); and the delays in customs clearance due to changing government regulations. 

 

Media and External Communication 
Media training took place for 25 journalists as part of the national health and nutrition campaign conducted in June 2016. 

The journalists were trained on the overall health context in the country and the importance of the campaign. In relation to the El 

Niño effects on Eritrea, UNICEF hosted an ECHO mission to assess the support to be provided in drought affected villages. The team 

visited integrated Nutrition and WASH initiatives in the communities of Kwandeba and Serejeka villages. Support to UNICEF’s nutrition 

and WASH initiatives in these communities is still urgently required.   

 

Security  
Despite the early June border clashes between Ethiopia and Eritrea, the general security situation in most parts of the country is 

normal and the security risk level remains low. UN staff members are still required by government to process permits to travel 

upcountry for field monitoring and supportive supervision. 

 

Funding 
Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2016 a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* Funding gap 
  $ % 

WASH 2,500,000 2,028,313.64 471,686.36 19% 

Education 2,500,000 80,000 2,420,000.00 97% 

Health 3,000,000 154,907.89 2,845,092.11 95% 

Nutrition 6,500,000 3,427,960.47 3,072,039.26 47% 

Child Protection 1,500,000 30,000 1,470,000.00 98% 

Total 16,000,000 5,721,182 10,278,818 64% 

*Funds available include funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

Next SitRep: 15 December 2016 
 

UNICEF Eritrea: http://www.unicef.org/eritrea/ 

UNICEF Eritrea Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/eritrea/resources_16799.htm 
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

*Vaccines procured for 108,000 under five children, vaccination will be conducted in the second half of the year. 

**ORS and Zinc procured for 50,000 under five children distribution to affected zobas is ongoing.

 

 UNICEF and IPs 

  2016 Target  Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

# of people in humanitarian situations access water for drinking, cooking and personal 

hygiene 
60,000 2,700 

# of  people in humanitarian situations receive information on appropriate hygiene 

practices 
60,000 5,500 

EDUCATION   

# of out-of-school children from  

nomadic communities provided with access to basic education 
30,000 3,185 

HEALTH   

# of children immunized for 

measles 
113,000 0* 

# of children affected by acute 

watery diarrhoea accessed life-saving curative interventions 
32,000 0** 

NUTRITION   

# of children under 5 years suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 

admitted into therapeutic feeding programmes 
15,000 4,849 

# of children under 5  with 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) benefitted from targeted supplementary feeding  
35,000 27,057 

# of children under 5 and 

lactating women benefitted from blanket supplementary 
180,000 30,100 

# of children aged 6 - 59 months provided with vitamin A (micronutrient) supplementation 365,000 360,000 

CHILD PROTECTION   

# of children and young people in and out of school provided with integrated mine risk 

education programmes on injury prevention in high-risk communities 
50,000 30,000 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Pierre Ngom  

Representative  

Eritrea  

Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext. 301  

Fax: +291 1 154 878  

Email: pngom@unicef.org 

 

Pelucy Ntambirweki  

Deputy Representative  

Eritrea  

Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext. 303  

Fax: +291 1 154 878  

Email: pntambirweki@unicef.org 

Etienne Rusamira  

Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist  

Eritrea  

Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext.353  

Fax: +291 1 154 878  

Email: erusamira@unicef.org 

 

 


