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1  Target was revised downwards during Mid-year Review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 on recommendation from the WASH cluster and OCHA 

due to the adoption of new beneficiary counting guidelines. 
2 The UNICEF target includes children and their families who received psychosocial support services, professionals trained in identifying and responding to key 

child protection issues and mine risk education (MRE), whereas the Cluster target does not include beneficiaries of MRE. 
3 Target was revised upwards during Mid-year review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 following slightly improved access to NGCA in 

cooperation with UNHCR and new implementing partners. 
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Nutrition 20,000 1,200 NA NA 

Health 20,000 - NA NA 

WASH1 2,100,000 966,567 3,020,000 2,548,674 

Child 

Protection2 
601,000 896,076  121,075 155,593 

Education3 224,000 142,401 252,930 181,492 

HIV & AIDS 46,000 34,423 NA NA 

  

Highlights 
• As winter approaches, continued hostilities and 

indicators of deliberate targeting of strategic 

pipelines and water treatment facilities in South 

Donbass put the lives of almost 1.2million 

people, including 220,000 children, at risk. 

• To ensure continued access to learning in the 

conflict-affected area, UNICEF provided 

education and early childhood kits to over 13,000 

children in the non-government controlled areas. 

• In the heavily populated locations in the conflict-

affected areas in eastern Ukraine, UNICEF 

distributed over 28,000 hygiene kits in schools 

and hospitals for improved sanitation and 

hygiene. 

 

 

 

1 October – 31 October 2017 

 

1, 000,000 

# of children in need, out of… 

3,800,000 

# of people in need 

(HAC January 2017) 

 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

222,643 

# of children, out of… 

1, 604 059   

# of people registered as IDPs 

(Ministry of Social Policy, 25 October 2017) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 

US$ 31.2 million 

 

©
 U

N
IC

E
F 

U
kr

a
in

e 
/ F

ill
ip

o
v 

2
0

17
 



 

Page 2 of 6 

UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT October 2017 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The situation in eastern Ukraine remains volatile, and violence continues despite the latest ceasefire 

agreements committed on 19 July 2017. The lives of children and their families, especially those living along 

the ‘contact line,’ continue to be at risk. From 1 to 31 October 2017, the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) recorded 24 conflict-related civilian casualties in 17 localities of 

Donetsk and Luhansk regions: five killed (all men) and 19 injured (six women, 12 men and a boy). This is a 

33 percent increase compared to September 2017, when the lowest number of civilian casualties during the 

entire conflict period was recorded (two killed and 16 injured). 

 
Civilian infrastructure continues to be hit, putting an added strain on the ability to provide sustained access 

to basic social services.  According to the reports provided by Voda Donbasa to the WASH Cluster, on 3 and 

4 October, the 1st lift Pumping Station (PS) of the South Donbas Water Pipeline was shelled three times in 

36 hours, putting the lives of 1.2 million people at risk. These incidents affected 850,000 people in the 

government controlled areas (Mariupol, Volnovakha, Pokrovsk and Avdiivka) and 350,000 in the non-

government controlled areas (the western part of Donetsk city). As winter approaches, and damage to or 

destruction of strategic pipelines and water treatment facilities located on the front line continues, the 

entire heating systems in settlements are put at risk and there is need for strengthened advocacy on 

adherence to ceasefire agreements.  

 

UNICEF and the WASH cluster continues to advocate for the “windows of silence“ (suspension of 

hostilities by all parties), to be respected to ensure that repairs to damaged pipes are undertaken and the 

heating systems are working efficiently. UNICEF also continues to advocate for adherence to the 

ceasefire agreements to ensure respect for the rights of children and families affected by the conflict. In 

2017, 3.4 million people including 612,000 children are in need of humanitarian assistance to ensure access 

to safe water supply and sanitation.  Water supply to 4.2 million people, including 756,000 children, is 

directly at risk due to the conflict. 

 

 

Figure 1: Conflict-related Civilian Casualties in Ukraine 

 

 
 

Humanitarian Leadership & Coordination 
UNICEF continues to work with the Ukraine Humanitarian Country Team (UHCT), coordinating the 

Education and WASH Clusters, the Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Working Group. UNICEF 
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is also an active member of the Health Cluster as well as the HIV/Tuberculosis/Opioid Substitution 

Treatment and Mine Action Sub-Clusters. 

 

Cooperation continues with the Government and de facto authorities, and as well as with international non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) and local partners.   

 

To inform strategic planning, the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview development is underway and 

consultations for the 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan are ongoing.  

 

The clusters (Education and WASH) and sub-clusters (Child Protection), participated in the Humanitarian 

Needs Overview (HNO) extended HCT workshop hosted by UNOCHA on 20 October. In conjunction with 

the HNO process, the Education Cluster carried out a school-based needs survey in the conflict-affected 

oblasts of GCA with more than 800 education facilities participating. Key findings of the survey frame the 

needs analysis and response planning for 2018. 
 

The Education Cluster participated in the Global Education Cluster Annual Partners’ Meeting in October, 

hosted by the European Commission. The theme of the meeting was the Humanitarian Development 

Nexus, with four panels exploring components of this broader theme.   

 

The WASH Cluster advocated for the resolution to water utility issues in Donbass, presenting the Water 

Risk Assessment findings to a Parliamentary Committee meeting in Toretsk, and also presented 

humanitarian WASH needs to the Ministry of Temporarily Occupied Territories. The 2018 Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) projects valued at US$29 million, show a 10 percent increase in needed funds from 

2017 to 2018, reflecting the continued increasing level of risk experienced by people in eastern Ukraine, as 

water systems continue to become increasingly dilapidated, and the destruction of strategic pipelines and 

water treatment facilities located on the front line continues.  

 

The Child Protection (CP) Sub-Cluster has developed a Psycho Social Support (PSS) intervention map for 

the coordination of all partners in the Donetsk region. This map will be used for both current activities and 

future planning to avoid gaps and overlaps in PSS activities and its negative consequences for beneficiaries. 

 

To build the capacity of partners to implement programmes effectively, the Sub-Cluster facilitated training 

sessions for professional staff working in the Community-Based Child Protection Centres supported by 

Save the Children. The sessions focused on child protection in emergencies. 

 

In October, the Health Cluster coordinated and supported the submission of projects to the OCHA Online 

Projects System, for inclusion and review in the HRP 2018, including a submission from UNICEF health 

team. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF, in close coordination with other UN agencies as well as the government and de facto 

representatives on the ground, manages its emergency response programme on both sides of the ‘contact 

line’ through its field offices and presence in Dnipro, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, Luhansk and Mariupol. 

UNICEF continues to address the needs of the most vulnerable children by ensuring their access to water 

and sanitation, education, safe learning spaces, child protection community-based services, and immediate 

psychosocial support services (PSS). UNICEF also continues to enhance access to immunization and life-

saving maternal and child health services, including the promotion of adequate infant and young child- 

feeding practices. 
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Actively promoting the adoption of the ‘Safe School Declaration’ by the Government of Ukraine, UNICEF 

continues to monitor and report on children in conflict-affected areas, focusing on preventing the 

separation of children from their families during evacuations. The provision of PSS will be continued to 

strengthen the resilience of conflict-affected children and adolescents living near the ‘contact line.’ 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
HEALTH & NUTRITION  

In October, UNICEF enhanced the capacity of 154 health workers and 180 mothers on Infant Young Child 

Feeding (IYCF) and immunization through nine training sessions organized in Luhansk GCAs. In Donetsk 

GCAs, a round-table was conducted to kick off the capacity-building activities that will benefit 900 health 

workers on IYCF and immunization including measles, as well as 500 on neonatal resuscitation.  

 

The measles outbreak across four oblasts continues, with 35 new cases reported in Chernivtsi oblast. No 

cases have been reported in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as of this report. UNICEF has developed a tool 

for field monitoring planned to be conducted by end of the year. In addition, on 17-18 October, a training 

was conducted for immunization managers from seven affected/at-risk oblasts to support measles 

outbreak preparedness and response, and to strengthen routine immunization.  

 

To ensure an integrated health emergency response to the conflict-affected population living along the 

contact line in Donetsk oblast, staff of selected hospitals and pharmacies near the contact line in GCAs were 

trained on using an electronic database for delivering vouchers for essential medicines to pregnant and 

lactating women and children under five. Once operational, 676 children under five and pregnant and 

lactating women will benefit.  

 

WASH 

For sustained access to safe water, UNICEF continues to support the Voda Donbasa water utility company 

with Sodium Hypochlorite required for water treatment plants in the Donetsk GCAs. In October, UNICEF 

supported the resumption of the provision of liquefied chlorine gas to Krasnoarmiisk, Velykoanadolsk, 

Artemivsk, Chasiv Yar and Slovyansk #1 and #2 filter stations of Voda Donbasa that provide drinking water 

to approximately 894,000 people.  

 

UNICEF, through partners, provided 19,000 litres of water to the vulnerable population in Mariinka, 

Vodyane, Krasnohorivka, Sopyne, Berdyanske, Chermalyk, where access to water supply is restricted. In 

addition, UNICEF through implementing partners, continued water trucking to Mariinka and Pishchevyk 

checkpoints and twelve settlements in Donetsk GCA that experience problems with water supply 

(Berezove, Solodke, Stepne, Yantarne, Orlivske, Avdiivka, Mariinka, Krasnohorivka, Lebedynske, Pavlopil, 

Pobieda, Kalchyk).  UNICEF has also distributed 440 water plastic containers (10l) among inhabitants of 

Novotoshkivske settlement in Luhansk oblast, GCAs for water storage.  

 

UNICEF, in cooperation with UNHCR, delivered 5,900 hygiene kits to Luhansk to improved hygiene and 

sanitation in heavily populated areas. At least 14,040 vulnerable children and school children in 230 medical, 

social and educational institutions in Luhansk NGCA benefited from the distribution of hygiene kits in 

October. UNICEF also reached 7,592 children and schoolchildren in 49 institutions of Donetsk and Luhansk 

oblasts (GCAs) with hygiene kits.   

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Through nine community protection centers (CPC) and mobile outreach working within the GCAs (Luhansk 

and Donetsk Oblasts), UNICEF provided psychosocial services to 4,264 people, including 3,385 children 

(1,734 girls/1,651 boys). UNICEF, through its partners, continued to provide specialized psychosocial 
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support to children living in the settlements close to the ‘contact line.’ In October, 37 school teachers and 

239 school psychologists were trained on the provision of psychosocial services to children affected by the 

conflict. In addition, 1,216 children (612 girls/604 boys) were trained on how to cope and how to support 

others with their psychological needs.  

 

In the NGCAs, with support from partners, UNICEF provided child protection services to 2,504 people, 

including 1,700 children, through three youth centers and one CPC in Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs.  At least 

50 vulnerable families with 75 children accessed comprehensive psychosocial support and 546 beneficiaries 

were reached via psychological, informative, sociocultural activities and individual counselling.  
 

A total of 235 children and adolescents participated in training sessions for HIV prevention, rehabilitation 

and therapy sessions aimed at reintegration for most-at-risk adolescents. To prevent child separation and 

further vulnerabilities, tailored social support services were provided to 46 extremely vulnerable families, in 

Donetsk NGCAs. 

 

EDUCATION  

In October, 337 teachers from schools in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts in areas along the contact line in 

GCAs were trained in life skills education. Further, 539 teachers from 177 schools and 111 kindergartens in 

the Donetsk Oblast, GCAs were trained in Life Skills Education and Psychosocial support for students. 

 

To ensure continued access to education, UNICEF distributed educational supplies and materials to 3,200 

most vulnerable children in 327 schools and 9,940 Early Child Development kits in the Luhansk NGCAs.  

 

HIV & AIDS 

To ensure that Anti- Retroviral Therapy (ART) for HIV-positive people living in NGCAs of Donetsk and 

Lugansk regions is not interrupted, UNICEF continues to procure and distribute life-saving anti-retroviral 

medicines (ARVs) and diagnostics reagents. To date, UNICEF has reached 34,423 people with ARVs and 

diagnostics reagents for HIV. In the GCAs, the Ministry of Health with UNICEF support provides Anti – 

Retroviral Therapy (ART) services for people living with HIV.  

 

Communication for Development (C4D)
In October, 10,000 children in the government controlled areas were reached with Mine Risk Education 

(MRE) video content aimed to increase their awareness about the dangers of explosive devises and ensure 

safe behavior. In Luhansk and Donetsk regions, GCAs, 10,850 children participated in MRE awareness 

sessions. The anti-bullying multimedia communication campaign that lasted 5 months has ended with 

more than 5 million children and adults all over Ukraine reached with anti-bullying content to promote safe 

learning environment, especially to accommodate internally displaced children.  

 

Media & External Communication 
On 11 October, UNICEF, with the support of the Government of Germany through KfW Development 

Bank, and with the Federation of Football of Ukraine, organized the “EmPower Girls” Football Cup in Kyiv 

to mark the International Day of the Girl Child. Participating in the tournament were 80 girls, ages 11 to 13, 

from different regions, including those affected by the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine. The event was 

widely covered by national media and shared on UNICEF Ukraine social media platforms. 

 

On 23-25 October, members of the EU Council working party on Humanitarian Aid and Food Aid 

(COHAFA) visited UNICEF-supported programmes during their mission to eastern Ukraine to assess the 

humanitarian needs and raise awareness about existing humanitarian challenges.  
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UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living along the ‘contact line,’ through its social media 

platforms that have a combined following of almost 90,000, with daily sharing of information.  

 

Security 

The human rights situation continues to be dismal for civilians including children living in the area affected 

by conflict, especially those living along the ‘contact line’. Despite two ceasefire renewals, hostilities 

continue resulting in a spike in civilian casualties in October. The UN Office of the Human Rights 

Commissioner (OHCHR), recorded 24 conflict-related civilian casualties in 17 localities of Donetsk and 

Luhansk regions: five killed (all men) and 19 injured (six women, 12 men and a boy). This is a 33 percent 

increase from the previous month. 

Funding Requirements 

 

 
Error! Not a valid link.Next SitRep: 11/12/2017 
 

More Information:  

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 

UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: www.unicef.org/appeals/ukraine.html 

 

 

Whom to 

contact 

for further 

information: 

Giovanna Barberis 

Country Representative 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email: 

gbarberis@unicef.org 

 

Natasha Stojkovska 

Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email: 

nstojkovska@unicef.org 

Nina Sorokopud 

Communication Specialist 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email:  

nsorokopud@unicef.org 

 

 

$ %

Nutrition 500,000                   500,000 100%

Health 4,500,000 670,188                3,829,812 85%

Water, sanitation and hygiene 10,000,000 2,869,173                 7,130,827 71%

Child protection 5,500,000 1,467,131                4,032,869 73%

Education 5,200,000 1,165,662                 4,034,338 78%

HIV and AIDS 5,000,000 4,302,701                   697,299 14%

Cluster/sector coordination 500,000 64,370                    435,630 87%

Sub-total 31,200,000 10,539,225              20,660,775 66%

Carry-forward to 2017 3,745,955

Total 31,200,000 14,285,180              16,914,820 54%

*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received
Funding gap

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2017 for a period of 12 months)


