
Humanitarian Situation Overview  

On 16 December, the General Commander of the Libyan National Army 

declared ‘zero hour’ in order to capture Tripoli and the rest of Western Libya. 

Since then, the flighting has intensified in the Western Libya particularly in  the 

southern part of Tripoli. Indiscriminate attacks on civilians including children 

have been reported, with Ain Zara, Abu-Salim and Souq Al Jum'aa municipalities 

being affected most. An estimated 9,863 families (149,315 individuals) have 

been displaced from this increased violence while migrants and refugees held 

in detention centres and the Gathering and Departure Facility are exposed to 

increased risk1. Other areas such as the municipality of Tarhouna are suffering 

from displacement and lack of support to basic service delivery.   

Additionally, half of the health facilities in three municipalities- Abu Salim, Ain 

Zara and Tajoura- are estimated to be in areas close to conflict lines while eight 

out of the 38 Primary Health Care Facilities in the conflict-affected areas in Abu 

Salim, Ain Zara and Tajoura are closed2.  

The education of children has been seriously disrupted:  the increase in fighting 

in recent weeks has partially destroyed five schools while forcing 210 schools 

to close in Ain Zara, Abu Salim and Souq Al Jum'aa municipalities, pushing 

115,000 children out of education.  All schools in Greater Tripoli have been 

closed this week, starting from the 6th of January, in solidarity with the victims 

of the attack on the Military Academy and it is yet to be seen if they will report next week. 

The low winter temperatures, strong winds, heavy rains and extended electricity cuts are limiting families’ ability to cope 

with the circumstances. Unexploded ordnances also continue to pose a high risk to children living in conflict affected 

areas.  

UNICEF Emergency Response 

UNICEF, on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team, leads the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Education 

sectors and the child protection sub-sector as well as supporting emergency coordination for the Tripoli response. In line 

                                                      
1 It is possible that the number of persons displaced in Western Libya since 16 December is higher, however many families have been displaced to 
urban areas and/or are staying with extended families, creating increased difficulties in tracking displaced persons.  
2 Ministry of Health report  
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Response 

228 
Children received 
winter clothes 

3,890 
People reached with 
hygiene items 

24,000 
People reached with 
primary health care 
services 
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Situation in numbers 

1.5 million 
 people affected 

500,000 
children affected 

149,315 1 
Population displaced 

in Southern Tripoli 
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with the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, 

UNICEF’s response is dedicated to providing immediate life-saving 

protection, water and sanitation, health, education and nutrition 

support to girls, boys and their families affected by the conflict.  

Since the 27th of December, and in coordination with the Ministry 

of Health, UNICEF provided four Inter-Emergency Health Kits (IEHK) 

and medical equipment to six health care facilities in four 

municipalities (Al-Rehbay, Kelka, Tripoli and Al Zawia) to support 

14,000 conflict-affected persons, including 2,500 pregnant and 

lactating women. UNICEF also sent sufficient emergency health 

supplies to support 11,000 conflict-affected persons in Tarhouna: 

two ice line refrigerators were sent to ensure the quality of vaccines 

for some 750 children in two health facilities, one IEHK was sent to 

support 10,000 conflict-affected people while minimum standard of 

nutrition will be provided to 400 children through the provisions of 

micronutrients. Additionally, UNICEF delivered 22 Early Childhood 

Development Kits to 48 schools in Tarhouna and 21 recreational kits 

to a conflict-affected school on the 6th of January.  

At the beginning of January, UNICEF distributed winter clothes to 

228 children in four detention centres/prison in Misrata and Tripoli. 

UNICEF in coordination with a cooperating partner also provided a 

four-day Training of Trainers during the first week of January to 

expand and improve the capacity of the Mine Risk Education team 

while conducting a number of awareness sessions in schools and 

child hubs in Tripoli. Child protection and education services, 

including psychosocial support, were also delivered to 73 children 

in two “Bayti” child friendly centres. Attendance of these centers 

have been reduced as a result of security and partners’ fear for the 

safety of their children in a deteriorating security environment. 

On 27-28 December, UNICEF together with the Rapid Response 

Mechanism partners - the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM), World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) - delivered a minimum package of 

essential commodities, including food, hygiene and other essential 

items, including information on mine risk education to 1,556 

children and 3,890 internally displaced people (778 families) in 

Sowani Ben Adam located in Tripoli. 

Funding Status 

The UNICEF Libya humanitarian appeal for children for 2020 stands 

at US$26.62 million to continue the provision of urgently life-saving 

child protection, education, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

and health services to the most vulnerable Libyan and non-Libyan 

children in the country. In 2020, UNICEF has not yet received any 

contributions against its appeal.  

My city and the War 

By Majd Sghayer, 8 years old boy, resident of 
Souq Al Jum'aa municipality of Greater Tripoli  

 
War in Tripoli is causing people to leave 
their homes for their lives. They run away to 
a place that they have not seen before, 
feeling odd and upset, leaving behind their 
memories.  

Bombing can damage surroundings, such as 
buildings and homes. It makes Tripoli a bad 
place to live in and I am afraid of it.  

Electricity cuts make you bored and 
sometimes the power can be gone twenty-
four hours, especially in summer. If you are 
living in an area with war, power can be 
gone for three days or even more.  

Because of the shelling, schools are closed 
and could be destroyed. We can’t stay 
without education and stop learning. 

I wish that all the children in Tripoli have a 
great future and a good education. Also, I 
wish they stay safe. I wish the same for 
adults.  

For more information contact:  

Abdel Rahman Ghandour 
Special Representative,  
UNICEF Libya 
arghandour@unicef.org 
+218 912508641 I +216 99981718 

Alla Almsri 
Communications Officer and Spokesperson,  
UNICEF Libya 
almsri@unicef.org 
+218 910012129  
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