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Situation in Numbers 

5,000,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

11,700,000  
people in need 

 

6,183,919 
Internally displaced people  

 

490,000 

Children in need in hard-to-

reach areas 

 

(source: OCHA, HNO, March 20191) 

 

Highlights 
• As of January, over 2.7 million people in northwest Syria (NWS)—including 

over 1 million children—face urgent needs in food, shelter, WASH, health 

and winter support. Since 1 December, over 586,000 people were internally 

displaced—80% of whom were women and children. UNICEF provided 

assistance while updating preparedness and response plans. 

• On 10 January, the UN Security Council approved Resolution 2504 re-

authorizing cross-border assistance to NWS via Bab al-Hawa and Bab al-

Salaam crossings for six months, while suspending al-Yaroubiyah and Al-

Ramtha crossings which provided critical assistance to the northeast and 

south. UNICEF and NGO partners are assessing the impact of the new 

resolution on our ability to deliver effectively to affected populations. 

• UNICEF and partners also continued to aid Al Hol camp, which hosted over 

66,000 people—90% of whom were children and women.  

• The 2020 Whole of Syria HAC remains 85% underfunded. Additional, 

flexible funding is urgently required to ensure that children across Syria 

continue to receive life-saving humanitarian assistance. 
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Displaced children attend Arabic class in their tent-turned-school. Atmeh makeshift camp, Idleb 

2019 Funds 
received, 

$38M

Carry-
forward, 

$6M

Funding 
gap, 

$251M
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1 Due to the rapidly deteriorating security/humanitarian situation, current needs are expected to be higher than those published in March 2019. This will be reflected in the 

Syria 2020 HNO. 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status   
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

Thanks to the UNICEF National Committees and generous donors, namely Austria, Belgium, Canada, Finland, Germany, 

Iceland, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the European Commission (ECHO), 

the Netherlands, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, UK (DFID) and US (OFDA), UNICEF raised US $214.8 

million (73 per cent) under the 2019 Humanitarian Appeal for Children, reaching over 12.9 million people across Syria.  

In 2020, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 294.8 million1 to continue its response throughout the country—but faces an 

immediate funding gap of $25 million to support the ongoing response in the northeast and northwest. Without more 

funding, UNICEF will be unable to reach over 190,000 children with essential clothing and cash assistance for winter; 

545,000 vulnerable children and women will be unable to access essential health and nutrition services; and some 1 

million people will not be reached with emergency WASH services.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
As of January 2020, over 2.7 million people in northwest 

Syria (NWS)—including over 1 million children—face 

urgent needs in food, shelter, WASH, health and winter 

support. 2  The humanitarian situation, particularly in the 

Idleb de-escalation area, continued to deteriorate due to 

the hostilities that escalated in late 2019.  

Between 1 December 2019 and 31 January 2020, more 

than 586,000 people in NWS were internally displaced—

80 per cent of whom were women and children, and most 

of whom had already suffered multiple displacements and 

were increasingly desperate. 3  Conflict lines shifted 

considerably during this period, with GoSF taking control 

of more than 35 communities in southeast Idleb. The armed conflict affected several civilian facilities, including schools4, 

hospitals, health centers and camps hosting internally displaced persons (IDPs). WHO raised alarms after at least 53 

health facilities suspended services in January due to insecurity, threats or widespread desertion of local communities 

seeking safety elsewhere. Given the massive displacement, living conditions in IDP camps have deteriorated. The cold 

winter weather and flooding have worsened the situation, particularly for those sheltering in makeshift camps and 

abandoned buildings.  

UNICEF and sister UN agencies updated preparedness and response plans for NWS, looking at possible returns into 

government-controlled areas and locations in western and rural Aleppo and to cover for the additional needs of the 

displaced population within Idleb. Despite political efforts to reach a long-lasting ceasefire and make progress on a 

political solution to the crisis, armed conflict may continue over the next months, exacerbating the already dire 

humanitarian situation. UNICEF and partners continue to scale up services and mobilize resources to respond to the 

urgent and rapidly growing needs of both IDPs and host communities. 

On 10 January, the UN Security Council approved Resolution 2504 re-authorizing cross-border assistance to NWS for 

six months via Bab al-Hawa and Bab al-Salaam crossings, while suspending al-Yaroubiyah and Al-Ramtha crossings 

which provided critical assistance to the northeast and south. UNICEF and partners’ capacity to respond to affected 

populations have been impacted—particularly the ability to deliver essential health supplies to the northeast from within 

Syria. Given the urgent need to scale up operations, UNICEF has embarked on a mapping exercise to assess the impact 

of the resolution on its partnerships.  

UNICEF and partners also continued to deliver assistance to Al Hol camp, home to over 66,000 people—90 per cent of 

whom are children and women.5 According to latest available data, 46% of camp residents (30,700) are Iraqi, 39% 

Syrian (25,700) and 15% third country nationals (9,600). Living conditions remain particularly dire due to extreme 

weather (freezing temperatures and sandstorms) and still inadequate coverage of health services.  

 
1 This figure is provisional and will be updated after the finalization of the 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 
2 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Update Syrian Arab Republic - Issue 08 | 28 January 2020 
3 Recent Developments in Northwest Syria - Flash Update - 6 February 2020 
4 As of end January UNOCHA reports that a total of 199 schools are out of operation, impacting 59,231 children and 3,703 teachers in the 
northwest (Ma’arrat An Nu’man, Saraqab, Ehsem and Mahambl communities) 
5 Population and demographics as of end January 2020. 

© UNICEF/ Syria 2020/ Muhammad Wasel  

Children receiving winter clothes in Mahmoudli makeshift camp, Raqqa. 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  

During the reporting period, UNICEF provided micronutrients to 31,956 children under five (U5) and pregnant and 

lactating women (p/lw), including nearly 4,000 as part of the northeast Syria (NES) emergency response. In addition, 

more than 114,100 children U5 and p/lw were screened for acute malnutrition, including more than 3,400 under the NES 

response; of these, 285 children were found to have severe acute malnutrition and received life-saving treatment.  

UNICEF also continued to support community- and facility-based nutrition surveillance in 56 subdistricts of the northwest 

and scaled up the life-saving rapid response mechanism. More than 47,300 mothers and caregivers benefitted from 

awareness of appropriate infant and young child feeding practices, including 2,441 under the NES response.  

The results of the nutrition Monitoring & Assessment of Relief & Transitions (SMART) survey were published. Key 

findings include low levels of acute malnutrition (1.7%) among children U5, while stunting was estimated at 12.6%, with 

one in five children affected in Deir-ez-Zor. The survey also found that sub-optimum infant and young child feeding 

practices persist (exclusive breastfeeding at 36%, minimum acceptable diet at 26%, use of infant formula at 28% and 

limited dietary diversity at 41%) amid worsening food insecurity—all of which are likely to contribute to acute malnutrition. 

Health  

In January, UNICEF and partners supported over 124,000 women and children to access free medical consultations 

through fixed points and mobile teams in all 14 governorates of Syria—including over 6,000 people in Al Hol camp and 

914 in newly-accessible parts of Idleb. UNICEF also mobilized community volunteers and local NGOs to conduct 

awareness-raising on health (including immunization), reaching 33,841 caregivers via household visits and community 

sessions—including over 16,450 in Al Hol camp. In the northwest, UNICEF provided immunization for DPT6 for 9,632 

children under one year of age. UNICEF also supported immunization and new-born programmes across the country, 

however nationwide data have not yet been released from the Ministry of Health and will be reported once received.  

WASH  

During January, UNICEF and partners reached over 1 million people—including some 430,000 children—in Al-Hasakeh, 

Aleppo and Idleb governorates with improved and sustained access to safe drinking water through the rehabilitation and 

installation of water systems, provision equipment, and routine maintenance operations. At the same time, UNICEF 

continued to deliver emergency WASH supplies (such as family hygiene kits and aqua tabs) to almost 283,400 IDPs—

including some 120,000 children—in 24 camps, collective shelters, and host communities in Al-Hasakeh, Dar’a, and 

Aleppo, while around 65,000 people in Al Hol camp benefited from the establishment of a water safety plan.  

UNICEF also cleaned sanitation facilities, de-sludged septic tanks, rehabilitated sewage systems inside camps and 

trucked water, reaching over 218,100 people. In addition, UNICEF reached over 16,900 children and families with 

hygiene promotion campaigns in IDP camps and host communities in Aleppo, Idleb and Al-Hasakeh, raising awareness 

on safe hygiene and best water and food handling practices to decrease the risk of disease. Moreover, UNICEF reached 

more than 47,600 students by rehabilitating WASH facilities in schools and trucking water to 27 schools. UNICEF also 

provided water disinfectants to support almost 13.6 million people to access safe water in all 14 governorates, which 

helped prevent any major outbreaks of disease or water-borne illness.  

Child Protection  

UNICEF and partners reached 5,765 children and 1,520 caregivers with structured psychosocial support services 

through child-friendly spaces, mobile teams and multi-service platforms. In addition, some 10,600 children and 6,530 

caregivers received awareness-raising messages on key child protection issues such as importance of education, 

dealing with peers, respecting seniors, and importance of social cohesion in eight governorates.7  

Specialized child protection services through case management continued to play a central role in facilitating individual 

child protection assessments, monitoring of cases and referral to specialized services; in January, 634 children (42% 

girls) were reached and supported with referral to specialized medical services, speech therapy, and physical therapy.  

To prevent and respond to threats posed by landmines, explosive remnants of war and improvised explosive devices, 

UNICEF prioritized Mine Risk Education (MRE) interventions as a lifesaving component promoting safe behavior and 

providing skills and knowledge. In January, UNICEF and partners reached nearly 110,400 children and 35,000 

caregivers (70% women) in 11 governorates.8 Gender based Violence empowerment interventions were also delivered 

 
6 Combined vaccine for Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus 
7 Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Dar'a, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Homs and Rural Damascus. 
8 Aleppo, As-Sweida, Damascus, Dar'a, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Homs, Lattakia, Quneitra, Rural Damascus and Tartous. 
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through women and girls’ safe spaces and emphasized social and economic empowerment activities (including life skills 

training), reaching more than 1,000 women and children.  

Education  

During the reporting period, UNICEF supported formal and non-formal education through several interventions. To 

expand access, UNICEF established 26 temporary learning spaces in Al-Hasakeh and provided supplies including 

educational kits, recreational kits, backpacks and stationery kits—benefitting 11,876 children (47% girls) in non-formal 

education and 11,897 children (47% girls) in formal education.  

UNICEF also supported over 2,900 children (29% girls) to enrol in the Curriculum B programme, which provides out-of-

school children a chance to catch-up with their peers and return to school; an additional 18,145 children benefitted from 

self-learning programmes and materials. Lastly, to strengthen the quality of education UNICEF provided teacher 

training/professional development for 44 teachers.9  

To help develop critical skills, UNICEF provided life-skills and citizenship education for 930 children (48% girls) in Dar’aa, 

Quneitra, Rural Damascus and Idleb. Lastly, to encourage vulnerable children to get back to learning UNICEF carried 

out ‘Back to Learning’ campaigns reaching 4,211 caregivers (52% female). UNICEF also trained 64 teachers and 

education personnel on PSS and referral mechanisms to support children in northwest Syria to cope with the traumatic 

consequences of the escalating conflict. 

Social Policy  

In January, over 105,200 vulnerable children received winter clothes and warm blankets in eight governorates.10 All 

clothes and blankets were produced locally. In addition, UNICEF reached over 3,880 children with disabilities (CwD) 

with cash assistance and case management services in Homs and Al-Hasakeh governorates. UNICEF’s cash transfer 

programme is designed to promote an integrated social protection model with links to public services through referral 

mechanisms and case management, with a view to preparing the ground for a future transition from an emergency 

response to a nationally-owned social protection scheme. In 2020, UNICEF plans to reach 14,000 CwD in eight 

governorates11 with cash assistance and case management services. 

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP) 

In January, UNICEF reached over 15,000 adolescents and youth (10-24 years) with a package of including skills 

development, technical vocational education and training, social and civic engagement. Of this total, over 10,300 

benefited from skills development including life skills and citizenship education, adolescent health and vocational 

training; 494 young girls, boys, women and men (15-24 years) received entrepreneurship training that will support them 

to design their social and business project and apply for seed funding to start their projects. Additionally, 5,474 young 

people participated in social and civic engagement activities in their communities including sport for development, youth-

led social initiatives, social art, cultural and dialogue activities. Emphasis was placed on the most vulnerable groups, 

such as IDPs, returnees, young people living in poverty and those with disabilities. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
During January, UNICEF continued to highlight the deteriorating humanitarian situation of displaced children and 

families in Idleb, exacerbated by a harsh winter. UNICEF also documented its winter response through in-kind 

distributions of winter clothes. UNICEF also engaged local media on the Generation Unlimited Syria Youth Challenge, 

promoting the project through radio interviews.  

Next SitRep: 20 March 2020 
 

UNICEF Syria Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/syrian-crisis    

UNICEF Syria Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

 
9 25 women, 19 men. 
10 Rural Damascus, Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Homs and Idleb. 
11 Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, Hama, Lattakia, Dar’a, Al-Hasakeh and Deir-ez-Zor. 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Fran Equiza 

Representative 

UNICEF Syria Country Office 

Tel:  +963 (0) 938887755 

Email: fequiza@unicef.org 

Lieke Van de Wiel 

Deputy Representative a.i. 

UNICEF Syria Country Office 

Tel:  +963 (0)11 6191300 

Email:  lvandewiel@unicef.org 

Melinda Young 

Senior Emergency Specialist 

UNICEF MENA Regional Office 

Tel:  +962 7 9513 5290 

Email: meyoung@unicef.org 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/2863636557021299
https://www.facebook.com/pg/UNICEFmena/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2905961739455447&__tn__=-UC-R
https://www.facebook.com/pg/UNICEFmena/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2903674426350845&__tn__=-UC-R
https://www.unicef.org/syria/generation-unlimited-syria-youth-challenge
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyFm979/videos/1825814264217706/
https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/syrian-crisis
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results  

  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition  

#  of children and pregnant and 

lactating women (PLWs) received 

micro-nutrients 

4,700,000 

2,566,942 670,631 1 0 1 2,400,000 31,956 - 

#  of children and pregnant and 

lactating women (PLWs) screened 

for acute malnutrition 

2,867,674 2,462,877 0 1,800,000 114,104 - 

#  of children reached with the 

treatment of severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) 

17,447 13,404 0 9,600 285 - 

# of caregivers including pregnant 

and lactating women (PLWs) 

counselled or reached with 

awareness on appropriate infant 

and young child feeding (IYCF) 

915,063 599,208 0 800,000 47,315 - 

Estimated # of people reached with 

nutrition supplies, including in HTR 

areas 

4,371,332 n/a n/a 1,045,000 n/a - 

Health 

# of children under five years 

vaccinated through polio campaigns 

13,200,000 

   2,900,000 n/a - 

#  of children under one year 

reached with routine vaccination 

(DTP3 containing vaccine) 

   577,000 9,632 - 

# of Primary Health Care outpatient 

consultations supported (children & 

CBA women) 

   2,200,000 124,042 - 

# of health workers and community 

volunteers trained on new born care 

packages 

   640 n/a - 

# of caregivers reached with health 

promotion, including immunization 

messages 

   3,500,000 n/a - 

WASH  

Estimated # of people with access to 

improved water supply 

15,700,000 

8,000,000 4,106,940 549,297 3,700,000 1,025,841 - 

Estimated # of people have 

improved access to sanitation 

services 

5,500,000 1,083,990  45,786 1,300,000 74,849 - 

# of school children benefited from 

improved WASH facilities and 

services 

n/a n/a n/a 390,000 47,623 - 

# of people supported with access 

to essential WASH NFIs including in 

HTR areas 

2,000,000 3,008,7453 279,218 1,600,000 169,428 - 

# of people reached with hygiene 

promotion interventions 
3,000,000 1,029,083 126,737 525,000 16,901 - 

# of people benefitting from access 

to improved lifesaving/emergency 

WASH facilities and services 

3,000,000 3,371,962 222,557 1,500,000 283,363 - 
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Child Protection  

#  of girls and boys engaged in 

structured and sustained child 

protection programming, including 

psychosocial support 

5,600,000 

880,000 708,625 71,998 350,000 5,765 - 

# of women and men engaged in 

structured and sustained parenting 

programmes 

93,000 109,908 6,628 51,000 1,520 - 

#  of girls, boys, women and men 

reached with explosive hazards risk 

education  

4,592,604 2,429,031 287,842 2,400,000 145,354 - 

#  of women, men, girls and boys 

reached by behaviour change 

communication interventions for 

child protection issues 

1,650,000 912,686 75,185 630,000 17,158 - 

# of girls and boys received 

specialized child protection services 

including through case management 

50,000 

 

42,957 

 

4,936 22,000 634 - 

Education  

# of children provided with 

education services in formal settings 

5,700,000 

3,300,000 3,879,634 302,640 2,400,000 11,897 - 

# of children in non-formal 

education benefiting from 

education services 

1,256,530 983,709 97,277 440,000 11,876 - 

# of teachers and education 

personnel trained 
76,524 189,295 112,809 42,600 44 - 

# of children and youth (5-24 years) 

participating in life skills and 

citizenship education programmes 

in formal and non-formal settings 

300,000 196,886 15,197 280,000 930 - 

#  of caregivers and children 

reached with C4D back to learning 

(BTL) interventions 

n/a n/a n/a 225,000 4,211 - 

SOCIAL POLICY  

# of girls and boys with disabilities 

provided with regular cash transfers 
    11,500 3,880 - 

#  of girls and boys protected from 

extreme weather through NFIs 
    570,000 105,260 - 

# of girls and boys protected from 

extreme weather through vouchers 

or cash transfers 

    110,000 n/a - 

ADAP 

#  of adolescents and youth (10-24 

years) promoting social cohesion 

and civic engagement 

    200,000 5,474 - 

#  of affected adolescents and youth 

(10-24 years) receiving 

employability skills including life 

skills, TVET and entrepreneurship  

    300,000 10,304 - 

Footnotes 

* Whole of Syria 2020 UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children appeal is published with updated 2020 indicators and targets.  

Sector results for January 2020 are not available. All UNICEF results are as of 31 January 2020.  
 

 

  

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html
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Annex B 

Funding Status*  

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  32,954,663 1,689,537 0 31,265,126 95 

Health 41,877,045 533,261 667,910 40,675,874 97 

WASH 77,492,160 7,579,487 2,030,715 67,881,958 88 

Child Protection 36,133,672 2,670,851 808,073 32,654,748 90 

Education 64,492,956 5,185,217 1,993,587 57,314,152 89 

Non-food items 26,660,955 806,074 356,855 25,498,026 96 

Early Recovery and 

Livelihood 
15,188,586 0 0 15,188,586 100 

Being allocated - 19,486,841 0 - 19,486,841 - 

Total 294,800,037 37,951,268 5,857,140 250,991,629 85 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 31/05/2019 for a period of 12 months 

 


