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Funding Gap Level,  November 2015

Funds received* Funding gap

44 % 
 

      1 – 30 November 2015  
 

203,992 of registered IDP children 

1,621,030 of registered IPDs 
(Ministry of Social Policy 27 November 2015) 

 
5 million of affected people 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan, February 2015) 

 
1.7 million of affected children 
(UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children 2015) 
 
35   # of civilian casualties in November 

5   # of children casualties in November 

8  # civilian deaths in November 
(OHCHR 4 December 2015)  
 

 

 

 
Highlights 

 

 

 As part of the response to the polio outbreak in 
Ukraine, the Ministry of Health (MoH) completed 
the first round of polio vaccinations targeting 
children aged 2 months to 6 years with a 
coverage of 64.7 per cent of the target 
population. In non-government-controlled areas 
of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the de facto 
authorities organised parallel vaccination 
campaigns and reported 95.7 and 92 per cent 
coverage of the target population respectively. 
 

 UNICEF continues its work with local government 
authorities in Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and 
Zaporizhzhia to supply and rehabilitate 12 
education facilities in areas with large numbers 
and/or high proportion of internally displaced 
people (IDPs) to create an additional 1,000 
kindergarten seats.  

 

 UNICEF supported water trucking for 
approximatively 10,000 people and provided 
hygiene kits to approximately 3,800 people on 
both sides of the contact line.  

 

 UNICEF and its partners provided psychosocial 
support to 4,500 children through a network of 
16 community protection centres (CPCs) in 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and 
government-controlled areas of Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions and inaugurated game libraries 
in 15 schools in government-controlled areas of 
Luhansk region, offering sports and recreational 
activities for children aged 6 to 17. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

   After nearly two months of relative calm, the 
OSCE is reporting an increased number of ceasefire 
violations involving mortar and artillery in several 
areas along the contact line, primarily in Donetsk 
region. From 1 to 30 November, 35 civilian casualties 
were recorded in eastern Ukraine, of which 8 
civilians were killed, while 27 were injured - 
including four boys aged 11, 13, 14 and 15 who were 
all wounded in a single incident when accidentally 
detonating a grenade. All but three deaths and four 
injuries were caused by explosive remnants of war 
(ERWs) and improvised explosive devices (IEDs), 
highlighting once again the need for Mine Risk 
Education activities.   
Delivery of assistance to non-government-
controlled areas of Luhansk region resumed after 
the operations of UN agencies were allowed by the 

de-facto authorities on 23 October. Priority was given to the winterisation supplies, food and medicine. UN partners 
delivered over 800 metric tons of aid in four convoys on 7, 12, 20 and 27 November. With plummeting temperatures, 
this support will particularly benefit children who are among the most vulnerable. 

Despite this progress, restrictions on the access of humanitarian agencies to non-government-controlled areas 
continue to prevent scaling up the provision of assistance to children and their families. The access is limited to UN 
agencies in non-government-controlled areas of Luhansk region, while in the non-government-controlled areas of 
Donetsk region the UN agencies are still disallowed to continue with their operations - only two international 
organisations are at present authorized to carry out humanitarian activities.  

As weather conditions deteriorate with fast approaching winter, there are increasing concerns for civilians crossing to 
and from non-government-controlled areas continuously facing queues of up to eight hours at the available check-
points. The Government reportedly installed heated tents at the Gnutove, Novotroitske and Zaitseve crossing points 
but not at Marinka where up to 350 people occasionally spend the night waiting to cross. Such facilities are not 
available on the non-government-controlled sides of the crossing points. To support civilians waiting in queues, 
UNICEF added two additional bio-toilets to the government-controlled side of the Novotroitske crossing point and has 
entered in partnership with Acceptance International to provide similar sanitation facilities at other crossing points in 
Donetsk region.  

In the non-government-controlled-areas of Donetsk region, the water supply company and railway emergency teams 
removed debris of destroyed bridges from the Seversky Donetsk-Donbass channel. Diver teams finalised the cleaning 
of the channel bed. Unobstructed water flow is critical to preventing the freezing of the channel and avoiding the 
disruption of services to nearly 3 million people on both sides of the contact line. These services extend well beyond 
access to piped water as the water supply is connected to electricity generation from thermal power stations, sewer 
systems, and centralized heating in many cities in the region.  

Following the detonation of the nearby Svatove military depot, in the government-controlled areas of Luhansk region 
on 29 October, School #8 sustained heavy damages and was subsequently closed. The children have been temporarily 
reassigned to the two nearby schools. In cooperation with local authorities, UNICEF completed the full assessment of 
the damages and initiated a tender for the rehabilitation of the premises. In addition, over 400 hygiene kits were 
distributed to those most in need. 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
Throughout the reporting period, clusters and sub-cluster, including four led by UNICEF, continued their work to 
finalise the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) which is scheduled to be released in December 2015. The HRP 
will be the main strategic document for the humanitarian community’s interventions in Ukraine. It outlines the 
financial requirements to implement the activities necessary to address the needs and vulnerabilities of the people 
affected by the conflict as identified in the comprehensive Humanitarian Needs Overview, which was completed in 
late October. 

Sign ‘Mines’ next to the checkpoint in the village of Mayorsk, 
Donetsk region [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/Alexey Filippov] 
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Summary of Programme Response 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 The Cluster and UNICEF results are the same due to the fact that UNICEF is a lead in Nutrition sub-Cluster and the only implementing agency. 
2 Upon completion of Round 1. 
3 UNICEF is the only implementing agency procuring and delivering midwifery kits, hence the Cluster and UNICEF targets and results are identical.  
4 UNICEF is the only implementing agency procuring and delivering basic emergency health kits, hence the Cluster and UNICEF targets and results are identical.  
5 UNICEF target is higher than the Cluster target, as UNICEF has revised it based on reality while the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is 
currently revising the Humanitarian Response Plan target used by the Cluster.  
6  The small percentage of the target achieved by UNICEF is due to temporary suspension of the hygiene promotion campaign in non-government-controlled areas, 

as well the de-facto authorities’ request for tax for print and all media being controlled by them. The campaign is now being planned for GCA. 
7 This figure does not include the beneficiaries of the ‘hotline’ activity. 

RResults as of 27 November 
Cluster 2015  
Target  

Cluster  
Total Results  

UNICEF 2015 
Target  

UNICEF  
Total Results  

NUTRITION  

Number of mothers in affected areas and IDP concentration 
areas have improved knowledge on benefits of exclusive 
breastfeeding in emergencies1 

60,000 73,400 30,000 73,400 

HEALTH 

Number of children immunised against polio under five 900,000 1,468,403 900,000 1,468,4032 

Number of deliveries supported by midwifery kits with 
medicines, medical equipment and consumables for maternity 
wards3 

20,000 13,500 20,000 13,500 

Number of beneficiaries supported by basic emergency health 
kits4 

200,000 130,000 200,000 130,000 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of people with access to safe water 5  675,000 2,116,490 1,300,000 814,418 

Number of people with access to hygiene supplies 400,000 118,809 200,000 70,756 

 Number of affected people benefiting from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages6 

500,000 159,446 200,000 114,562 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children provided with psychosocial counselling & 
support, disaggregated by gender and age 

30,000 76,622 15,000 52,5317 

Number of community professionals trained in identifying 
children’s heightened stresses and provided initial interventions  

10,000 22,390 8,000 4,817 

Number of affected children, women  and caregivers who 
participate in safe spaces, where activities have been conducted 
to encourage family unity and well-being 

60,000 38,349 20,000 33,889 

EDUCATION 

Number of affected children (including adolescents) accessing 
education and provided with educational and psychosocial 
support 

600,000 244,136 225,000 203,700 

Number of children accessing rehabilitated and repaired schools 100,000 2,500 60,000 2,500 

Number of children in targeted schools and temporary learning 
centres having access to appropriate WASH facilities as per the 
agreed minimum standards 

115,000 2,500 80,000 2,500 

Number of emergency-affected children with access to mine 
risk education (MRE) 

500,000 542,322 500,000 274,100 

HIV AND AIDS 

Number of pregnant women tested for HIV living in NGCA 10,000 11, 696 10,000 11, 696 

Number of women, who have tested HIV positive, receiving ARV 
course to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV in NGCAs 

190 183 190 183 

Number of people living in NGCA, who have received ARV 
treatment  

8,000 6, 580 8,000 6, 580 
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Health and nutrition  

As part of the response to the polio outbreak in Ukraine, the Ministry of Health (MOH) completed the first round of 
polio vaccinations between 20 October and 7 November 2015, targeting all children aged from 2 months to 6 years 
with oral polio vaccine (OPV). The de facto authorities in non-government-controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions organised parallel vaccination campaigns, the first round of which were held between 9-18 November and 9-
20 November respectively. 
  
While the de facto authorities have reported 
on their results, there are currently no 
means of verification of data provided or 
assessment of the different phases of the 
campaign. In non-government-controlled 
areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, they 
have respectively reported 95.7 and 92 per 
cent of the target population reached during 
the first round of the immunization 
campaign. 
 
The Ministry of Health of Ukraine (MOH) 
reported that 1,468,403 children, or 64.7 per 
cent of the target population, had been 
vaccinated. UNICEF and WHO conducted 
separate and independent monitoring based 
on exit interviews with mothers from 
immunisation points and out of house 
surveys. The results were used in the joint review of round one done by MOH, UNICEF and WHO. The review concluded 
that the extended list of counter-indication for vaccination, parents refusal due to rumours on OPV safety and the 
underestimation of target groups in Kyiv city were amongst the main obstacles to achieving higher level of vaccination. 
It also showed that areas with health workers trained by UNICEF achieved higher coverage rates. Following the review, 
updated plans, guidelines for health workers and social mobilization materials were developed. A revised Questions 
and Answers documents was provided to each of more than 24,000 immunization points. In preparation of the second 
round of immunization campaign UNICEF trained over 500 health workers and polio coordinators, covering major 
topics including effective communication, counter-indication for immunisation and reporting on adverse events 
following immunization, safe vaccine handling and safe injection practices. In total UNICEF has trained over 2,500 
professionals including 50 media speakers on polio related issues.  
 
UNICEF established partnerships with First National TV Channel and national radio network Nashe Radio to promote 
the polio vaccination campaign and raise polio risk awareness among parents and also implemented a digital 
campaign. The TV, Radio and digital campaigns respectively reached 1.5, 2.5 and 3.5 million people in government and 
non-government-controlled areas.  
 
According to the independent monitoring research, between May 2014 and the end of the first round in November 
2015, polio awareness raised from 68 to 89 per cent and the knowledge that polio bears the risk of paralysis 
substantially increased from 27 to 49 per cent. A similar kind of analysis could not have been performed in the non-
government-controlled areas due to lack of data and access.  
 
The MoH launched the second round of polio vaccination targeting all children from 2 months to 6 years on 30 
November. UNICEF procured and delivered 4.4 million doses of OPV for this round. In non-government-controlled 
areas of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, the second rounds are planned for 7-12 December and 24 December - 4 January 
respectively and will use OPV provided by the Russian Federation. The third round of the campaigns will target all 
children aged from 2 months to 10 years and are scheduled to take place early 2016 in all areas of Ukraine. 
 
UNICEF is continuing with procuring the additional supplies of anti-retroviral treatments and diagnostics kits to prevent 
treatment interruptions and to support the response to HIV/AIDS in parts of the country affected by conflict.   
 
 

A child with his mother get oral polio vaccine (OPV) vaccination at the 
health facility in Odesa region. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/P.Zmey] 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

UNICEF supported water trucking deliveries to Marinka, Krasnohorivka, Vuhledar, Dzerzhinsk and Avdiivka in 
government-controlled areas of Donetsk region and provided safe water to approximately 10,000 people. 
 
Copy books entitled “To be healthy” and containing hygiene promotion messages developed by UNICEF were 
distributed to 32,000 children through 16 Child Protection Centres in Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and 
Dnipropetrovsk regions. An additional 7,000 copies of the copy book were delivered to partners in Kramatorsk for 
further distribution to vulnerable children.  
 
Approximately 2,000 people benefited from the distribution of 690 hygiene kits in non-government-controlled areas 
of Donetsk region. In government-controlled-areas of Donetsk region, 1,800 people benefited from hygiene kits and 
1,300 children received soap bars and hygiene information. 
 

UNICEF and its partners continued to 
increase the efficiency of the water supply 
system and build resilience of communities 
vis-à-vis water supply shortages. Nearly 80 
water tanks have been installed in the 
communities of Vuhledar, Hranitne, 
Mangush, Kamianka, Volodumurivka, 
Kyrylivka, Ravnopil, Zlatoystivka, Kirovske, 
Zaharivka serving approximately 20,000 
people. Water tanks were also installed in 
schools, kindergarten, day-cares and health 
clinics in those communities.  

Luhansk Voda is the sole water utility in 
non-government-controlled areas of 
Luhansk region. On 17 November, the 
Ukrainian Government reduced by 
approximatively 60 per cent the bulk water 
supply which it relies on to provide piped 

water to approximately 950,000 people on the grounds of unpaid dues. These cuts will not maintain positive pressure 
in the pipes which, in turn, will lead to the contamination of the pipes and water. It will also result in shortages of 
water which leads to precarious hygiene. This situation is of particular concern to UNICEF and its partners and all the 
actors are closely monitoring the situation. 

Child Protection 

A children’s hotline which provides informational, psychological and legal assistance to children, their parents and 
guardians, operated by the non-governmental organization La Strada and supported by UNICEF, received 3,685 calls 
in November. Of those, 52 per cent were from girls and 48 per cent from boys. Another 404 calls came from caregivers. 
All callers received support and referrals when needed. Since January 2015, the hotline has received a total of 32,652 
calls from children. The hotline promotes its services in schools, through children and youth activities, websites and 
social media campaigns. Some 78 per cent of the children using the hotline are aged between 10 and 15 years old. 

Throughout the reporting period UNICEF provided psychosocial support to 4,507 children through a network of 16 
community protection centres (CPCs) in Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and government-controlled areas of 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions. Since January 2015 a total of 52,531 children have been reached through the network 
of CPCs and schools.   

 

 

 

Children in the psycho-neurological institution in the city of Donetsk receive 
hygiene supplies.   [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/Alexey Filippov] 
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On 24-25 November UNICEF organized a two-day 
workshop in Kharkiv with representatives of all 16 CPCs. 
The objective of the workshop was to identify best 
practices which could be used across the CPC network. 
The participants identified Gender Based Violence and 
Child Abuse Prevention, the establishment of child 
friendly spaces and work with adolescents and youth as 
key priorities for 2016 and discussed strategies for 
stress management and burn-out prevention among 
the CPC staff. 

UNICEF and partner Terre Des Hommes established 
game-libraries (ludoteca) in 15 schools in government-
controlled areas of Luhansk region offering sports and 
recreational activities for children aged 6 to 17, which 
were attended by 5,795 children. 

 

 

The Child Protection sub-cluster in Zaporizhzhia organized 
a roundtable on 23 November in the city council to 
facilitate dialogue between NGOs and state services. 
Approximately 50 people attended, among which 
representatives of the Ministry of Education, Ministry of 
Social Policy, State Emergency Services and the Centre for 
Social Services. The discussions focused on mapping out 
referral pathways between services provided by different 
actors and it was agreed that a pilot project would be 
developed and carried out at the district level where 
detailed referrals mechanisms would be developed and 
tested.   

 

 

 

Education 

In order to increase kindergarten capacities for an additional 1,000 children in 12 education facilities, UNICEF continues 
its work with government authorities in Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia regions. The presence of large 
numbers and/or high proportion of IDPs was among the selection criteria as the project also aims to reduce tensions 
between IDP and host communities competing for limited kindergarten capacities.  

Throughout the month, an additional 100 professionals have received training in the Lego methodology for stress and 
trauma treatment for severely affected children aged 2-9 years. This is part of a long term strategy to build a large 
support system where teachers, psychologists, social workers and parents can learn how to identify heightened stress 
resulting from conflict and support positive coping mechanism and resilience building. It is being implemented in 120 
schools, kindergartens and community protection centres which are attended by 20,000 children in government-
controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

 

 

 

Displaced children play in the Community Protection Centre 
in Kharkiv supported by UNICEF. [Credit: UNICEF 

Ukraine/2015/Pavel Demchenko] 
 

Teachers and psychologists in Dnipropetrovsk learn to use Lego 
Charity Boxes for stress and trauma treatment of conflict-
affected children [Credit: O. Roma] 
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In Kharkiv region, UNICEF and partner Station Kharkiv 
distributed 120 educational kits to schools in rural areas with 
high numbers and/or high proportion of IDPs. Each kit 
includes stationary and learning materials for 10 children.   

UNICEF distributed individual school bags to 18,000 children 
in 39 schools in government-controlled area of Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions. The bags included a “To be healthy” copy 
book containing hygiene promotion information and “Safety 
Rules” copy book with information on safe behaviour in 
conflict zones. A total of 9,000 of the latter copy book were 
delivered to six CPCs in in Donetsk, Luhansk and Kharkiv 
regions for further distribution to IDPs and other children at 
risk.  

On 4-5 December, UNICEF and its partner Danish Refugee 
Council/Danish Demining Group conducted a Mine Risk 
Education (MRE) workshop that was attended by all major 

local and international mine action stakeholders, including the Ministry of Education and State Emergency Services 
from Kyiv, Luhansk and Donetsk. The main achievement of the workshop was the development and adoption of three 
MRE course plans for children from grades one to four, five to nine and, ten to eleven respectively.  

External Communication 

On 9 November, the Ministry of Health, UNICEF and 
WHO conducted a joint press conference to 
announce the results of the first round of polio 
vaccination campaign in Ukraine. It was attended by 
14 TV companies as well as print and web-based 
media resulting in over 60 stories in national and 
regional media outlets. And, on 30 November, a 
press event with the participation of Deputy 
Ministers of Health, UNICEF and WHO 
Representatives was organized in Kyiv to launch the 
second round of the polio vaccination campaign.  

On 13 November, WASH Chief of UNICEF Ukraine 
William Fellow briefed international media in the 
Palais des Nations on the urgent need to repair the 
water network in eastern Ukraine as otherwise the 
lives of some 700,000 children are at risk during the 
freezing winter months. It resulted in international 
coverage in Agence France Press, Agencia EFE, 
i24News, Global Post, Daily Times, DW, Voice of 
America, Saudi Press Agency, UN News Centre, and over 40 stories in national and local media in Ukraine.  

On 18 November, UNICEF Ukraine announced the "Children of Peace” flagship project funded by ECHO to provide 
education and psychosocial support to conflict-affected children in Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and 
Zaporizhzhia regions. 

During the reporting period, UNICEF experts were interviewed by Deutsche Welle on children’s involvement in the 
armed conflict, Voice of America on emerging needs of conflict-affected children in eastern Ukraine, and by Ukrainian 
media on polio threats and the importance of vaccination.   

 

Funding and Planning 
 

In 2015 UNICEF has been seeking US$55.8 million to provide emergency relief assistance to children affected by the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. In addition to the US$1,984,325 carried forward from 2014, over US$31 million has been 
received against the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 2015, representing 56 per cent of the total appeal. UNICEF 
is grateful to the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Department (ECHO), the US Agency for International 

Children in the village of Rubizhne receive individual 
school bags. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/Artem Getman] 
 

WHO Representative Dorit Nitzan and UNICEF Representative 
Giovanna Barberis during the press conference to launch the 
second round of the polio vaccination campaign in Ukraine. 
[Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/Artem Getman] 
 

http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28410.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28410.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28410.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28424.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28424.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28440.html
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Development (USAID), the Governments of Japan, Canada, Norway, Sweden, Estonia, Poland, Republic of Korea, 
Germany; Danish, UK, Slovak National Committees for UNICEF; US Fund for UNICEF; The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria; and corporate partners for their contributions. The table below provides a detailed overview 
for 2015 by sector:  
 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of DD/01/2015 for a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector 

  
Funding gap 

Requirements Funds received* 

    $ % 

Education $14,400,000 $7,125,576 $7,274,424 51% 

WASH $23,000,000 $14,668,279 $8,331,721 36% 

Health & Nutrition $12,300,000 $5,691,435 $6,608,565 54% 

Sector Coordination, Field 
Support 

$3,500,000 $2,178,842 $1,321,158 38% 

Child Protection $2,600,000 $1,692,148 $907,851 35% 

Total 55,800,000 31,356,280 24,443,719 44% 

 
For further information please contact: 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef  ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125,  
254-2439; Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org  

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 
254-2439; Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org  

 
For further information: 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
https://twitter.com/unicef_ua
mailto:gbarberis@unicef.org
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