
Classroom in the school #3 of Mykolayivka, Donetsk oblast previously providing 

education to 330 children. Photo is provided by Donetsk Oblast Administration   
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1 The Donetsk region number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social 

Policy of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data. 
2, The Kharkiv region  number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social 

Policy of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data 
3 The Luhansk region number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social 

Policy of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data 
4 These are the Eastern regions covered: Luhansk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, regions bordering with Russia. Children 0-17.  
5 Data as of 01 January 2013, State Statistics Committee of Ukraine, upon request of UNICEF Ukraine CO – attachment enclosed.  In 

printed sources: State Statistics Committee of Ukraine publication “Protection of Children Deserving Special Attention of the Society” – 

p. 8. 

# of children in Donetsk 
region1   
662 245 

# of children in Kharkiv 
region2   
416 442 
# of children in Luhansk 
region3   
334 455 
Total # of children in the 
Eastern regions4  
1 413 142 
# of children in Crimea5   
344 263 

 

Highlights 

• The humanitarian situation in Eastern Ukraine is 

worsening with further damage to electricity and water 

supply system, infrastructure and public buildings, 

including schools. 

• 117 schools are partially or completely destroyed in 

Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. 

• The Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights and the 

Ministry of Education and Science in cooperation with 

UNICEF facilitated the Coordination Forum to ensure safe 

access to education for children affected by the conflict. 

• In Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts over 1,500 children under 

state care were evacuated with 570 children remaining in 

the residential facilities. 

• The number of the registered internally displaced people 

in Ukraine reached almost 118,000 persons Ukraine and at 

least one third are children. 

• A UN-led Response Plan has been finalized and planned to 

be launched in Kyiv at the donor meeting co-chaired by the 

Government of Ukraine on 14 August.  

 

• 200,000 people are reported to live in residential areas of 

combat with no water supply and insufficient quality of 

drinking water. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

Overview 

The humanitarian situation in Eastern Ukraine is worsening with further damage to electricity and water supply system, 

infrastructure and public buildings, including schools. A rise in the number of casualties, including civilians, has been 

reported. By the estimates of UN Human Rights Mission (UNHRM) in Ukraine on best available data at least 1,367 persons 

have been killed and 4,087 wounded in the fighting in Eastern Ukraine.  According to the WHO estimates, as of 30 July, 

2,589 people including 29 children have been wounded. 

 

In Luhansk 250,000 civilians, mostly pensioners and families with children, are reported to be unable to leave the city. 

Shortage of medicines and food supply is becoming more acute. After fighting on 4 August four city hospitals and three 

clinics are destroyed.  

The continued fighting in this region has led to an increase in the number of displaced people.  As of 5 August, the number 

of UNHCR registered internally displaced people in Ukraine reached almost 118,000 persons and at least one third are 

children, out of which 87 per cent are from Eastern Ukraine while those from Crimea account for the rest. 

The OSCE has established a Mission in Kamensk-Shahtinskiy in the Russian Federation, to observe the situation at the 

border check-points.  

On 5 August the UN Security Council held a meeting on the situation in Ukraine at the requested of the Russian Federation, 

where OCHA pointed out at the worsening of the worsening of the humanitarian situation, some key challenges related to 

registration of IDPs and import and taxation of humanitarian goods, especially WHO-certified medical supplies. The same 

day the stock markets fell sharply over new concerns that tensions could flare between Russia and Ukraine. 

Humanitarian needs 

According to UNICEF’s monitors, up to 80 per cent of IDPs with children would like to return to their home residence but 

will stay at the places of relocation as they consider the return unsafe. Therefore, the IDPs children will join the local 

schools. “Back to school” accelerated efforts supported by partners are required to ensure that children’s right to 

education is fully met.  

 

Many schools in the territories affected by conflict require renovation to get ready to the start of the schooling year. In the 

oblasts most affected by crisis – Luhansk and Donetsk ones - the number of schools stands at 1,735 with approximately 

over 500,000 pupils. According to the current Government estimates, 117 schools are partially or completely destroyed in 

these two oblasts. Teachers have fled as IDPs and may not come back once the fighting stops. Based on this information, 

OCHA and UNICEF has updated a map depicting damaged schools in Donbas region (see the map attached). At the moment, 

UNICEF doesn’t have exact figure on the number of schools serving as a shelter to some IDPs in neighbouring oblasts.  

 

According to the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES), about 40 per cent of school graduates from Luhansk and 

Donetsk oblasts did not take the External Independent Exams, which is the prerequisite to enter the higher education 

institutions.  

 

OCHA estimates that 200,000 people live in conflict areas with no water supply. There is insufficient quality of drinking 

water because of shortage of chlorine for drinking water supply facilities. The chlorine supply was stopped in Luhansk city 

due to continuous shelling. The city water system has been functioning at an incomplete and insufficient mode since 26 

July.  

In Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts there are 64 different types of residential care facilities. In Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 

over 1,500 children under state care were evacuated with 570 children remaining in the residential facilities. Out of them, 

278 children are living in zones where military operations are ongoing. 

 

HIV diagnostics and screening for HIV infection is challenging in Donetsk and Luhansk regions. The main laboratories for 

HIV tests confirmation are located in the Oblast AIDS Centres in Donetsk and Luhansk, which are currently under siege. 

Transportation of medical supplies is limited or even blocked, but the antiretroviral therapy (ART) treatment is not 

affected. The stock of antiretroviral (ARV) medicines in the affected region is sufficient until the end of the year. 

However, despite available stocks, there are challenges for people living with HIV in accessing medication, which creates 

risks of treatment interruption, treatment failure and resistance. The in-patient unit in Luhansk has been closed since 8 

July that creates a problem for patients in getting access to treatment. Over 1,000 people living with HIV are currently on 

ART in Luhansk oblast.  

This week 40 HIV-positive children from the children’s home “Malyatko” in Makiyivka, Donetsk oblast were evacuated to 

the fight-free territory in the same region. Children are fully provided with ART drugs. However, the financing of this 

specialized institution was suspended, thus HIV service NGOs are proactively collecting money within the country to 

support these HIV positive children and personnel of the “Malyatko”. 



Humanitarian leadership and coordination   

A UN-led Response Plan has been finalized and shared with the Government of Ukraine. The UN Resident Coordinator plans 

to present the Plan on 14 August in Kyiv at a donor meeting co-chaired by the Government of Ukraine. UNICEF has actively 

contributed to the development of the Plan to ensure an appropriate immediate gap-filling response. 

On 9 August UNICEF has joined the mission to Mariupol, Donetsk oblast organized by the UN and the Government of 

Ukraine to assess the needs of IDPs. Together with UNHCR, WHO, OCHA, Ambassadors of Sweden and Switzerland and 

governmental counterparts, UNICEF Emergency Coordinator participated in the mission and delivered ECD kits for child-

friendly areas in Mariupol. 

 

UNICEF continues to lead the coordination of the WASH, education and psychosocial sector groups. UNDP is chairing an 

early recovery group. The establishment of a broader protection group is under discussion with NGOs, as UNICEF is in the 

process of strengthening its capacity of managing child protection in emergencies.  

 

UNFPA and UNICEF are planning the joint distribution of 17,000 women hygiene kits for IDPs in country.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response   

On 7 August the Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights and the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES) in 

cooperation with UNICEF facilitated the Coordination Forum to ensure the right of children to education in the regions 

affected by the current crisis is fulfilled. The forum gathered the representatives of the local authorities from Donbas 

region, central government, and civil society organizations.  The participants reviewed the immediate needs in the 

affected areas – education facilities, staffing issues, and psychosocial support of children in schools and assessed the 

current humanitarian response. The Forum mapped the required measures to address the needs in the area of education. 

The Forum participants have adopted the Resolution, which stipulates the importance of developing an action plan under 

the leadership of MoES. UNICEF will provide technical assistance for the development and implementation of the Action 

Plan.  

 

UNICEF in cooperation with the State Emergency Service and the Ministry of Education and Science is developing a mine 

risk education campaign (MRE) to be introduced in two phases targeting children aged 6-18 years old; parents and care 

givers, teachers, school psychologists. During the first phase the posters and leaflets identifying the threat and warning 

children and adults of the danger will be distributed to every school of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts before the start of 

the school term.  

 

During the second phase, UNICEF will complement the efforts of the MoES that just issued the Methodological 

Recommendations to teachers on how to talk with children about the mine risk issues. The MRE posters and leaflets will 

provide a tool to implement the Methodological Recommendations at the local level. According to the Ministry, safety 

and security will remain the main focus of the extracurricular school activities with the MRE integrated throughout the 

country, especially in Donbas region. 

 

Over the past 4 months, UNICEF has provided targeted psychosocial outreach to IDPs from Crimea and more recently 

from Eastern Ukraine. In Vinnitsya and Lviv approximately 250 children and parents have benefited from on-going 

psychosocial responses in the form of individual and group therapy. 

 

Supply and Logistics   

During the reported period, UNICEF delivered 141 hygiene kits to Kirovograd, Dnepropetrovsk and Kharkiv oblasts, 

including 15 WASH family kits covering about 90 people including children; 86 hygiene kits for adults covering 172 adults 

and adolescents; 40 hygiene kits for children covering about 120 children. Additional 2,000 hygiene kits are in pipeline for 

procurement and distribution. UNICEF closely coordinates with the State Emergency Service of Ukraine to improve 

further the scheme of supplies distribution to IDPs.   

 

This week UNICEF delivered a stock of education supplies to the country, including school stationary and early childhood 

development kits, which are to be dispatched to the local education departments in Kharkiv, Luhansk oblast, Donetsk 

oblast and Zaporizhzhya next week.   
 

Next SitRep: 22 August 2014 

 

 

 

Who to contact for further information: 

Giovanna Barberis, Representative, e-mail: gbarberis@unicef.org  

Veronika Vashchenko, Communication Officer, e-mail: vvashchenko@unicef.org   

 

UNICEF Ukraine, 5 Klovsky Uzviz, 01021 Kyiv, Ukraine 

Tel:  (+ 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439  

Web: www.unicef.org.ua. Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine , Twitter:  @unicef_ua  


