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 A child is participating in art therapy activities in accommodation center 
in Vinnytsya  Copyright: UNICEF Ukraine 2014 
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1 The Donetsk region, number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social Policy 
of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data. 
2, The Kharkiv region, number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social Policy 
of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data 
3 The Luhansk region, number of children aged 0-17. Source: Department of the Social protection of the Population, Ministry of Social Policy 
of Ukraine triangulated with UNHCR and Civic Sector data 
4 These are the Eastern regions covered: Luhansk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, regions bordering with Russia. Children 0-17.  
5 Data as of 01 January 2013, State Statistics Committee of Ukraine, upon request of UNICEF Ukraine CO – attachment enclosed.  In printed 
sources: State Statistics Committee of Ukraine publication “Protection of Children Deserving Special Attention of the Society” – p. 8. 

# of children in Donetsk region1   
662 245 

# of children in Kharkiv region2   
416 442 

# of children in Luhansk region3   
334 455 

# of children in the Eastern 
regions4  
1 413 142 

# of children in Crimea5   
344 263 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 

 UNICEF issues statement urging all parties to respect 
child rights following field reports of children being 
killed or injured in Ukraine after being involved in 
violent clashes.  

 According to UNHCR, the number of internally 
displaced people in Ukraine is 9,271 as of 14 May.  

 UNICEF is conducting a rapid assessment of the 
psychosocial impact of the crisis on children in 
Donetsk Oblast.  

 UNICEF continues to provide basic hygiene kits and 
psychosocial assistance to IDP families and children 
in Ukraine. 

 UNICEF is increasing operational capacities with the 
help of an Emergency Coordinator seconded by RedR 
Australia. 

 UNICEF continues to seek funds to support Ukraine 
in Education, Child Protection and Health including 
covering vaccination programme gaps given the 
imminent threat of polio outbreak in country.  

 

 



2 
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

Overview 
 

UNICEF field monitoring has been stepped up to observe the impact on children of the increasingly 
violent unrest in Ukraine, particularly following clashes in Odessa which left 48 dead and another 247 
people injured. It was reported that a 17 year old was killed and that numerous children were involved 
on both sides of the clash. The impact of the conflict on daily life is now extensive. Children’s access to 
education and health services have been disrupted in many area and towns. The situation in Luhansk and 
Donetsk Oblasts continues to be tense. Clashes between separatists and law enforcement units are 
occurring on a daily base with casualties on both sides. At a press conference on 13 May, the Donetsk 
Oblast Governor stated that residents continue to receive pensions, wages and all types of benefits 
without delay.  
 
The outflow of people from Crimea and Eastern Ukraine continues on a small scale. The overall number 
of IDPs within Ukraine stands at 9,271 according to UNHCR. The number of people leaving Eastern 
Ukraine is believed to be in the hundreds. UNICEF Field Monitors report that people are starting to move 
to other countries, including Turkey and Poland. In the absence of a centralized registration mechanism 
for displaced persons, exact numbers and trends remain difficult to calculate.    
 

Low rates of vaccination continues to be a major public health concern putting at risk hundreds of 
thousands of children. In a recent media-interview, Minister of Health O. Musiy stated that “the 
vaccination coverage in Ukraine has dropped to 50% over the last ten years”. 
(http://focus.ua/society/305364/) 

Humanitarian Needs 
 

 A major concern arising is UNICEF’s access to monitor the situation of children and families, 
particularly as it relates to violence, in many areas of the Donetsk and Lugansk Oblasts, at the 
centre of the unrest. Three Field Monitors continue to monitor the situation and report on a 
weekly basis.  Within the current reporting period, UNICEF conducted a series of telephone 
interviews with partners and counterparts in Eastern Ukraine. In this context, an official of the 
Donetsk Oblast State Administration reported on the worrying engagement of teenagers and 
young people on both sides of the conflict. Other international organization partner confirmed to 
UNICEF that their staff had personally witnessed armed adolescents at the checkpoints in 
Donetsk Oblast.  

 Field Monitors report that access to cash and social benefits remains an ongoing problem for 
many IDPs living in accommodation centres. 

 Low immunization coverage and the threat of polio outbreak is one of the major public health 
concerns. On 5 May, WHO announced the outcome of the Emergency Committee meeting on 
polio, stating that Ukraine is at high risk of polio outbreak due to the gaps in the national 
vaccination programme. The UNICEF Country Office with support of HQ and RO, and in 
collaboration with WHO, is actively seeking funds to support Ukraine in addressing this issue.     

Humanitarian leadership and coordination   

A UN Inter-Agency team meeting on emergency health responses was conducted on 13 May, with the 
participation of the Minister the Health, UN agencies, and SDC, USAID, ICRC,ECHO, World Bank, GTZ, as 
well as the embassies of  Finland, Israel and France. A number of international organizations flagged the 
problem of unregistered medical supplies, which are being procured for Ukraine. 

http://focus.ua/society/305364/
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UN agencies have finalized sector response plans for the various emergency scenarios. A high-level 
meeting between the UN and the Government of Ukraine to formalize the UN working relations in an 
emergency response remains pending. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response   
On 15 May, UNICEF released a press-statement, expressing deep concern about the damaging impact of 
unrests on the lives of children, including involvement of youth in violent demonstrations, calling on all 
parties to prevent children’s involvement in clashes and casualties. 
 
Monitoring and reporting on child-rights violation remains the core of UNICEF’s response in the current 
situation. A network of partners, monitors and providers of information has been established for that 
purpose and continues to deliver results.   

UNICEF in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and the Commissioner for Human Rights has 
developed educational materials targeting the general public and police on the rights of children and 
youth when dealing with law enforcement officers. UNICEF will print sufficient copies to be disseminated 
throughout the regions through social services, civil society partners and the Ministry of Interior.   

UNICEF continues to provide on-site psychosocial support to IDPs in accommodation centres as well as 
nationally through a hotline. UNICEF will extend support to the Ukrainian NGO “La Strada” to continue 
the operation of the telephone hotline to provide psychosocial support to children and parents. In 
cooperation with the Ministry of Education, UNICEF is developing training modules and information 
packages for psychologists for counselling to parents, teachers, and social workers. 

UNICEF has contracted a leading research company to undertake a rapid assessment of the impact of the 
crisis on children in Donetsk Oblast. The results are expected by the end of May.  

UNICEF continues its intense advocacy to raise the awareness of decision-makers and the general public 
about the fact that low rates of vaccination coverage is putting hundreds of thousands children at risk. As 
UNICEF Ukraine has no funds for a vaccination programme, the Country Office with support of RO and 
HQ continues to advocate to donor organizations for funding.   

UNICEF has increased its operational capacities to respond to any emergency scenario with the arrival of 
an Emergency Coordinator from the Stand-by Roster. The arrangement comes with funding provided 
through RedR Australia. 

 

Supply and Logistics   

IPD families with children in Lviv, Kherson, Vinnytsya and Odesa received UNICEF supplies. As of 13 May, 
378 Hygiene Kits, 25 Family Kits and 22 ECD Kits were distributed by UNICEF partners and used by 
beneficiaries. 
 
Next SitRep: 30 May 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact for further information: 

 Ruediger Luchmann, OIC Representative, e-mail: rluchmann@unicef.org 
Veronika Vashchenko, Communication Officer, e-mail : vvashchenko@unicef.org 
 
UNICEF Ukraine 
5 Klovsky Uzviz, 01021 Kyiv, Ukraine 
Tel:    (+ 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439  
Fax:  (+380-44) 230 2506 
Web: www.unicef.org.ua 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine , Twitter:  @unicef_ua  
 
 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
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