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1  Target was revised downwards during Mid-year Review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 on recommendation from the WASH cluster and OCHA 
due to the adoption of new beneficiary counting guidelines. 
2 The UNICEF target includes children and their families who received psychosocial support services, professionals trained in identifying and responding to key 
child protection issues and mine risk education (MRE), whereas the Cluster target does not include beneficiaries of MRE. 
3 Target was revised upwards during Mid-year review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 following slightly improved access to NGCA in 
cooperation with UNHCR and new implementing partners. 
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Nutrition 20,000 - NA NA 

Health 20,000 - NA NA 

WASH1 2,100,000 879,366 3,020,000 2,381,240 

Child 

Protection2 
601,000 534,802 121,075 128,307 

Education3 224,000 124,029 252,930 163,668 

HIV & AIDS 46,000 25,915 NA NA 

  

Highlights 
 A three- day “window of Silence” observed from 

21st August, enabled repairs of critical water 
infrastructure, restoring the provision of clean 
water and ensuring winter warmth for over 
70,000 people including 14, ooo children in 
Toretsk. 

 UNICEF continued to provide access to safe 
water and sanitation, reaching over 43,000 
people in the Eastern Conflict Area (ECA) 
through water- trucking and emergency repair of 
conflict damaged infrastructure.   

 To ensure continued access to education, 
UNICEF provided school supplies to at least 
12,000 kindergarten and school- aged children 
on both sides of the ‘contact line.’ 
 
 

1 August – 31 August 2017 
 
1, 000,000 
# Of children in need, out of… 
3,800,000 
# of people in need 
(HAC January 2017) 
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
220,156 
# of children, out of… 
1, 586,135 
# of people registered as IDPs 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 28 August 2017) 
 
 UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 31.2 million 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On 19th July 2017, an agreement was reached in Minsk by all parties to the conflict to protect civilian 
infrastructure along the ‘contact line.’ However, the ceasefire is partially holding as noted in the decreased 
number of ceasefire violations. In the first two weeks of August, the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) recorded about 15 % fewer cases of ceasefire violations and recorded a 
further 45% decline in the following week. However, the situation remains tense as evidenced by the and 
the violence resulted in a number of civilian casualties of violence, with two people killed and seven injured 
from 7 to 20 August.  
 
Civilian infrastructure also continues to be damaged. On 3 August, a projectile fell within the territory of the 
Donetsk Filter Station (DFS), fortunately with no impact on facility operations only damaging the 
administration building.  Fortunately, no person was injured or killed.  DFS supplies water to 345,000 people 
in the following settlements of: Avdiivka, Kruta Balka, Vasylivka, Mineralne, Yakovlivka and 
Verkhniotoretske, part of Yasynuvata and the western areas of Donetsk city.  
 
As part of preparations for winter, timely advocacy efforts by the UNICEF- led WASH Cluster and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to donors and embassy representatives helped secure a 
three- day ‘Window of Silence,’ that enabled repairs to a major  water pipeline, restoring clean water and 
ensuring winter warmth for 70,000 people in Toretsk. In Toretsk, hot water is piped directly to homes and a 
breakage of the pipeline in winter - when the average night time temperature can be as low as -20 degrees 
Celcius – would create dangerous conditions for children. As winter approaches, UNICEF continues to 
highlight water- related challenges for children, aiming for ensuring uninterrupted hot water supply to 
education facilities, health care centres and community- based protection centres in-order for the most 
vulnerable families to continue accessing vital services. UNICEF will also continue to advocate with all 
parties to the conflict to respect and adhere to the Minsk agreements.   
 
Map 1:4 Donetsk Filter Station shelling incident (3 August 2017). 

 
 
                                                 
4 Map 1: Showing Donetsk Filter Station location by WASH Cluster Aug update. 
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Humanitarian Leadership & Coordination 
UNICEF continues to work with the Ukraine Humanitarian Country Team (UHCT), coordinating the 
Education and WASH Clusters, the Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Working Group. UNICEF 
is also an active member of the Health Cluster as well as the HIV/Tuberculosis/Opioid Substitution 
Treatment and Mine Action Sub-Clusters. 
 
Cooperation with the Government and de facto authorities, and as well as with international non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and local partners, continues.  This is reinforced as often as possible 
with joint advocacy for the de-escalation of the armed conflict and the mitigation of its impact on social 
infrastructure and civilians, particularly children. 
 
In the Non Government Controlled Areas (GCAs), programme interventions of humanitarian partners are 
being implemented under the regional coordination of the Regional Military Civil Administration (RMCA) 
of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.  
 
The WASH Cluster, led by UNICEF, continues to produce and disseminate incident reports and updates 
keeping stakeholders informed about conflict-related damages to critical parts of the water infrastructure.  
In preparation for winter and the challenges it brings for children, advocacy to donors and embassy 
representatives enabled a ‘Window of Silence’ that will ensure that 70,000 people including 14,000 children 
in Toretsk have continued access to safe water.  
 
The WASH Cluster also presented an analysis to government officials regarding the future of conflict- 
affected utilities, which, if unresolved, might leave millions of people without access to clean water and 
sanitation.  
 
The Education Cluster facilitated the awards process and supported partners on initial steps of 
implementation for ‘Education Cannot Wait’ funded projects, which amounts to a total of 1.35 Million USD. 
The Cluster supported an International Non- Governmental Organisation (INGO) partner in the facilitation 
of training for educators in the “Schools of Zones of Peace pilot project” which focuses on safe schools and a 
child-centered approach for the most vulnerable schools near the ‘contact line’ in the NGCAs and GCAs.  
 
The Child Protection (CP) Sub- Cluster supported a joint Government and UN observation and monitoring 
mission to exit and entry check points. The CP Sub-Cluster coordinated with UNICEF partners to participate 
in the mission to gather critical information on child protection- related issues at the check points. The 
findings and recommendations from the mission will be shared by UNOCHA once finalized. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF, in close coordination with other UN agencies as well as the government and de facto 
representatives on the ground, manages its emergency response programme on both sides of the ‘contact 
line’ through its zonal offices and field presence in Dnipro, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, Luhansk and 
Mariupol. UNICEF continues to address the needs of the most vulnerable children by ensuring their access 
to water and sanitation, education, safe learning spaces, child protection community-based services, and 
immediate psychosocial support services (PSS). UNICEF also continues to enhance access to immunization 
and life-saving maternal and child health services, including the promotion of adequate infant and young 
child- feeding practices. 
 
Actively promoting the adoption of the ‘Safe School Declaration’ by the Government of Ukraine, UNICEF 
continues to monitor and report on children in conflict-affected areas, focusing on preventing the 
separation of children from their families during evacuations. Moreover, the provision of PSS will be 
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continued to strengthen the resilience of conflict-affected children and adolescents living near the ‘contact 
line.’ 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
HEALTH & NUTRITION  
 
UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health (MoH) to work on the response strategy for the measles outbreak, 
which was then presented to the Cabinet of Ministers. The MoH will focus on unimmunized children, 
especially in the most affected oblasts by strengthening routine immunization. Accelerated Measles, 
Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccination has been planned for September 11-30 at all of 24,000 
immunization points in the country. UNICEF, therefore, conducted a brief workshop for the most 
underperforming oblasts to improve forecasting, planning and vaccine distribution on subnational level. 
 
To ensure an integrated health emergency response to the conflict- affected population living along the 
contact line in Donetsk oblast, a preliminary pharmacy assessment has been initiated by an implementing 
partner in two locations along the ‘contact line’ (Svitlodarsk and Krasnogorovka) in the GCAs. The plan 
includes delivering vouchers for essential medicines for 160 pregnant and lactating women, and 650 
children under the age of five.   
 
For improved child survival, trainings on Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF), and immunization for 
medical staff and mothers in Luhansk GCAs have started. The trainings include 480 mothers and 400 
medical staff who will gain knowledge on breastfeeding and increasing its prevalence, and on how to 
address poor vaccination rates by creating demand. 
 
 
WASH 
In August, UNICEF supported the Voda Donbasa water utility company with sodium hypochlorite required 
for water treatment plants in Donetsk GCA. In total, this contributed to 7,200 people including 1,440 
children accessing safe drinking water. 
 
UNICEF, through its partners, distributed drinking water to 43,310 people including 8,662 children 
through bottled water and water- trucking in settlements and institutions that experience constant 
problems with water supply due to deterioration of the water supply system, or temporary break downs 
due to failure or breakage in water supply networks. The water was distributed in Donetsk and Luhansk 
GCAs in the towns, hospitals and checkpoints. 
 
To support the provision of safe and quality water, UNICEF provided the MoH laboratories in Donetsk and 
Lugansk oblasts with water quality test kits. The supplies contributed to the monitoring of water quality in 
in schools, kindergartens, summer camps for children and other premises in Severodonetsk, Lisichansk, 
Rubizhne, Svatove, Toretsk and Kramatosk. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
Through nine Community Protection Centers (CPC) and mobile outreach working within the GCAs, UNICEF 
provided psychosocial services to 3,512 people, including 2,862 children (1,513 girls and 1,349 boys) living in 
settlements close to the ‘contact line.’ In addition, 46 school psychologists were trained on identifying and 
responding to post-traumatic stress and conflict related trauma in children in the GCAs. 
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In the NGCAs, UNICEF provided psychosocial support using play therapy to 780 beneficiaries, including 219 
children through youth centers and CPCs in Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs. At least 561 people accessed 
psychosocial services through mobile teams in the NGCAs. A total of 153 children and adolescents 
participated in training sessions for HIV prevention, rehabilitation and therapy sessions aimed at 
reintegration for most-at-risk adolescents. To prevent child separation and further vulnerabilities, tailored 
social support services were provided to 45 extremely vulnerable families, in Donetsk and Luhansk.  
 
EDUCATION  
 
In preparation for the new school year, to ensure access for the children living within 0 to 5km of the ‘contact 
line,’ on both NGCAs and GCAs, at least 3,544 most vulnerable children from 28 schools received 
educational kits.   
 
UNICEF also distributed Early Childhood Development (ECD) kits to kindergartens along the ‘contact line’ 
in Donetsk and Luhansk GCAs, covering almost 4,000 children in 66 kindergartens.  The ECD kit includes 
stationery and play materials which provide much needed stress relief to conflict affected children.   
 
In partnership with UNHCR, UNICEF delivered educational supplies to Luhansk NGCAs in August. The 
shipment included 3,200 educational kits for school-aged children and 1,000 ECD kits for pre-school aged 
children. The supplies will be distributed among children in Luhansk NGCAs at the beginning of the school 
year.  
 
HIV & AIDS 
 
UNICEF continues to procure and distribute life-saving anti-retroviral medicines (ARVs) and diagnostics 
reagents to ensure that Anti- Retroviral Therapy (ART) for HIV- positive people living in NGCAs of Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions is not interrupted. To date, UNICEF has reached 25,900 people with ARVs and 
diagnostics reagents for HIV. In the GCAs, Anti – Retroviral Therapy (ART) is available for people living with 
HIV provided by the Ministry of Health.  

 
Communication for Development (C4D)
 
In the reporting period, 20,000 children aged 13-17 accessed the Mine Risk Education (MRE) video content 
aimed to increase their awareness on the dangers of explosive devices and to promote safe behavior. 
 

 
Media & External Communication 
As part of the World Humanitarian Day activities, UNICEF joined the global #NotATarget social media 
campaign, highlighting issues facing children in the eastern Ukraine conflict as the key message. UNICEF 
also participated in an exhibition in Kyiv and Kramatorsk on World Humanitarian Day, displaying content 
related to its humanitarian work. 
 
For World Water Week, UNICEF also highlighted the challenges faced by children living in eastern Ukraine’s 
conflict- affected areas in accessing safe water on its social media platforms.  
 
UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living along the ‘contact line,’ through its social media 
platforms that have a combined following of almost 90,000, with daily sharing of information.  
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Security 
The ceasefire agreements recently reached are partially holding as noted in the decreased number of 
ceasefire violations and considerably fewer cases of the use of weapons that should have been withdrawn in 
accordance with the Minsk agreements. As reported by OSCE, the violence resulted in a number of civilian 
casualties with two people killed and seven injured from 7 to 20 August. This brought the total number of 
civilian casualties confirmed by the OSCE in 2017 to 357, including 66 fatalities. 
 
In Kyiv and Odessa cities reported numerous bomb alerts that turned out to be false.  On August 24th, a 
homemade device of exploded in the center of Kyiv injuring slightly three people. The intent of the 
perpetrators was seemingly to disrupt commemoration events marking Independence Day. 
 

 

Funding Requirements 
 

 

 
 
 
Next SitRep: 09/10/2017 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 
UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: www.unicef.org/appeals/ukraine.html 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Giovanna Barberis 
Country Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org 

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org 

Anna Sukhodolska 
OIC Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: 
asukhodolska@unicef.org 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2017 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received 
Funding gap 

$ % 

Nutrition 500,000       500,000  100% 

Health 4,500,000 645,136 
               
3,854,864  

86% 

Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

10,000,000 1,054,723 
                
8,945,277  

89% 

Child protection 5,500,000 743,510 
               
4,756,490  

86% 

Education 5,200,000 1,165,662 
                
4,034,338  

78% 

HIV and AIDS 5,000,000 4,302,701     697,299  14% 

Cluster/sector coordination 500,000 64,370      435,630  87% 

Sub-total 31,200,000 7,976,102 
             
23,223,898  

74% 

Carry-forward to 2017   3,745,955     

Total* 31,200,000 11,722,057              19,477,943  62% 

*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/


 

Page 7 of 7 

UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT August 2017 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
Annex A 
 

 
 

                                                 
5 Nutrition had no funding for the first several months of 2017. 
6 Health had no funding for the first several months of 2017. 
7 Includes also achievements of non – HRP partners. 
8 Target has been revised during Mid-year review of the Humanitarian Response Plan 

  

Cluster Response  UNICEF 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results  

Change 
since 
last 

report 

▲▼ 

 2017 
Target  

Total Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

▲▼ 

NUTRITION 

Pregnant or lactating women reached with 
Infant and Young Child counselling. 

NA NA NA 20,000 - 05 

HEALTH 

Number of pregnant women have access 
to emergency reproductive health services 

NA NA NA 20,000 - 06 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Conflict-affected people with access to 
safe drinking water 

2,500,000 

 
 

2,099, 426 
 
 

0 1,900,000 742,675 +59,184 

People with access to hygiene supplies and 
knowledge of basic hygiene practices. 

520,000 281,814 14, 505 200,000 136,691 +46 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Conflict affected children, youth and 
caregivers provided with psychosocial 
support. 

121,075 127,203 +5,592 100,000 
  

60,636 
 

+4,292 
 

Children and their families who received 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) 

NA NA NA 500,000 
 

473,775 
 

+20,000 

Community professionals trained in 
identifying and responding to key child 
protection issues 

2,800 1,104 +61 1,000 411 +46 

EDUCATION 

Boys and girls in conflict-affected areas 
have access to ECD and basic education 

248,000 160, 7147 +6,333 220,0008 121,167 +5,559 

 Parents and teachers received life-skills 
and education-in-emergencies trainings 

4,930 2,954 +8 4,000 2,862 +0 

HIV and AIDS 

Pregnant women provided with tests for 
diagnostic of HIV to prevent mother to 
child transmission of HIV. 

NA NA NA 30,000 14,767 +0 

Number of HIV-positive patients with 
access to the uninterrupted ARV treatment 

NA NA NA 16,000 11,148 +0 


