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A total of approximately US$ 8 million was raised in 2014 against the Humanitarian Action for Children 2014.
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

15 May 2015 

161,358 
# of registered internally displaced children 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 13 May 2015)  

1,283,735 
# of registered internally displaced people 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 13 May 2015) 

5 million 
# of affected people 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan, February 2015) 

1.7 million 
Approx. # of affected children 
(UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children 2015) 

68 children  
# of child casualties since March 2014 
(WHO, 8 May 2015) 

176 children  
# of children wounded since March 2014 
(WHO, 8 May 2015) 

Highlights 
 

• Conflict-affected people and communities are 

under severe strain. The Freedom of Movement 

Legislation is negatively affecting citizens on 

both sides of the contact line in accessing 

services and reuniting families.  

 

• HIV/AIDS related needs in non-government-

controlled areas are of concern. There are 

reports of interruptions of antiretroviral 

treatment for children and adults in these 

territories, including for pregnant HIV positive 

women. 

 

• Responding to urgent Mine Risk Education 

(MRE) needs, UNICEF continues to deliver MRE 

posters and leaflets for distribution in schools in 

non-government-controlled areas. 

 

• UNICEF has procured 4.8 million doses of polio 

vaccines thanks to the support of the 

Government of Canada. The first batch has 

arrived to the country and been handed over to 

the Ministry of Health of Ukraine.   

 

• During the reporting period, UNICEF provided 

psychosocial support to 4,794 children through 

a network of community protection centres and 

schools.  Since January 2015, 20,544 children 

have received psychosocial support and 3,925 

teachers and psychologists have been trained. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Continuous ceasefire violations have been observed in and around the areas of Donetsk airport and Shyrokyne. 

Concerns of a rise in tension levels during the Victory Day celebrations on 9 May did not result in a noticeable 

increase in fighting. Armed clashes continued to be reported on a daily basis along the contact line between 

Ukrainian troops and non-state armed groups, but also near Mariupol and northwest of Luhansk city. According to 

WHO, as of 8 May 2015, 68 children have been killed and 176 children have been wounded in the conflict zone of 

eastern Ukraine since March last year.  

Although there were fewer reported incidents related to 

mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) in government-

controlled areas, it has been challenging to get an overview 

in non-government-controlled territories. In both Luhansk 

and Donetsk’s non-government-controlled areas (NGCAs), 

there is an urgent need for Mine Risk Education (MRE) with 

several cases of children injured due to mine/UXO 

explosions. 

 

The Freedom of Movement Legislation is having a negative 

impact on citizens on both sides of the contact line. Hospitals 

are having to redefine referral networks as the previous 

referral system would have required people to cross the 

contact line. There were cases of patients dying from lack of 

access to hospitals. Many IDPs have left behind their 

identification documents, leaving them unable to obtain passes to cross the contact line. Children staying with 

grandparents or friends in government-controlled areas and other separated families are not able to visit each 

other. People in villages on the contact line still require passes, making it difficult to access services that are 

physically very close, but still inaccessible due to their location on the opposite side of the line.  

 

De-facto authorities in Donetsk non-government-controlled areas have issued a draft Humanitarian Law, requiring 

foreigners to be accredited by the self-proclaimed local authorities (accreditation is on an individual level). This 

might seriously constrain the ability of UNICEF and its partners to deliver aid to provide humanitarian assistance to 

the affected children and their families. 

 

A mission to Luhansk non-government controlled areas has shed light on current education needs. Some 77,000 

children have now enrolled in schools and an additional 25,000 children in kindergartens. Reconstruction assistance 

is urgently needed as approximately 60 per cent of some 300 schools in the area have been damaged. Five schools 

in Luhansk city have been destroyed. The majority of schools are currently functioning, although 35 per cent of 

teachers have left the city, further straining the education system. Teachers’ salary payments have also been 

delayed for several months. Partners report that boarding schools hosting children deprived of parental care are in 

urgent need of assistance. 

 

In the non-government-controlled areas of Donetsk region, the schedule of the state final examination for 

graduates has been set. The examination for grade 9 primary school students will take place from 3 to 11 June, and 

for grade 11 (secondary school) from 2 to 10 June. Departments of Education in government-controlled areas are 

not collecting statistics on enrolment and registration in schools and kindergartens although the end of the school 

year approaches. Children in these areas have been provided with distance learning, which involves teachers giving 

a weekly curriculum, and visiting students each week to verify their work and give them next week’s tasks.  A system 

of school meals has also been established, including cereals and canned meat.  

 

There are reports of interruptions of antiretroviral treatment for children and adults in these territories, including 

for pregnant HIV positive women.  HIV positive IDPs need better access to information on how to receive care and 

support.  

 

Vaccine supply continues to be a serious concern in the whole country.  

 

Access to drinking water in villages or cities located next to the front line is very poor. Access to centralized water 

supply in several areas, including Krasnohorivka, is still problematic. Although the supply system is partially 

Mykyta, 7 y.o., holds the remnant of shell that he has 

found next to his house in Papasna, Luhansk region  

[Credit: Vitaliy Deryavko] 
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restored, the pressure of the water in the pipes is too low, resulting in intermittent access to water only in the 

basements of the buildings.  In non-government-controlled areas, people reported having limited access to water 

in several locations amidst a lack of capacity to conduct repairs or to provide drinking water by water trucks. UNICEF 

partners report that the water supply networks are damaged in Mykhilivka and Kirovske, where water tanks and 

boilers are needed. Residents in Pervomaisk, Brianka, Stakhanov, reported urgently needing potable water.  

 

Water distribution company Voda Donbassa requested financial assistance to repair the Siverskiy Donets Canal, 

which supplies water to Donetsk and has been damaged during recent fighting. The demand for water treatment 

chemicals from various water treatment utilities operating in non-government controlled areas continues. Small-

scale rehabilitation of the water system supply is required in both government- and non-government-controlled 

areas, but it is hampered by lack of resources. 

 

Needs for hygiene items for a total of 1,000 vulnerable children and over 1,300 adults living in specialized social 

institutions have been identified in 18 locations, including Amvrosiivka, Horlivka, Ilovaisk, Torez, and Yasinuvata.  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 

The Education Cluster has advocated for more accurate information about IDP movement and return plans in order 

to get a more comprehensive understanding on the situation of out-of-school students. This will help organizations 

on both sides of the contact line to prepare programmes. IDP families frequently move, often forgetting to 

deregister from the regional IDP list.  

In the first week of May, the WASH Cluster carried out a WASH capacity response and WASH intention survey for 

2015. This study aims to assess WASH partners orientation in specific activities planned in a given geographical 

area. This exercise will identify activity gaps and geographical gaps in the WASH response. Six partners contributed 

to the assessment, indicating planned activities as of 13 May 

Summary of Programme Response  

*The figure does not include the beneficiaries of the hotline. 

**The figure is only for IDP children. It does not include children of host communities.  

 

 

 

2015 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS 
Cluster  2015  

Target 

UNICEF 

2015 

Target 

UNICEF 

Results as end 

of 2014 

UNICEF 

Results as of 

12 May  2015 

Cluster 

Results as of 

12 May  2015 

NUTRITION   

Number of mothers in affected areas and IDP concentration 

areas have improved knowledge on benefits of exclusive 

breastfeeding in emergencies 

 

60,000 30,000 5,000 8,000 8,000 

HEALTH   

Number of  deliveries supported by midwifery kits with 

medicines, medical equipment and consumables’ for 

maternity wards 

6,500 6,500 4,500 13,500 n/a 

Number of  beneficiaries supported by basic emergency health 

kits 
200,000 200,000 130,000 130,000 n/a 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

Number of affected people having access to safe water   675,000 300,000 100,000 251,242 94,997 

Number of people having access to hygiene supplies 400,000 200,000 19,944 42,433 49,280 

Number of affected people benefiting from hygiene and 

sanitation promotion messages 
500,000 300,000 8,000 14,062 9,224 

CHILD PROTECTION   

Number of children provided with psychosocial counselling & 

support 
30,000 15,000 2,465  20,544* n/a 

Number of community professionals with enhanced 

knowledge for identifying children’s heightened stresses and 

providing initial interventions 

10,000 4,000 300   3,925 n/a 

EDUCATION   

Number of emergency-affected children with access to 

reconciliation, life skills and mine risk education  
500,000 500,000 200,000 200,000 247,000 

Number of affected children including adolescents accessing 

education and provided with education support 
600,000* 225,000 20,000 18,397** 175,547 
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Education 

In response to the urgent MRE needs in Luhansk non-government-controlled areas, UNICEF delivered 3,000 MRE 

posters and 2,000 MRE leaflets to be further distributed in schools. 

Education Cluster partner, Department of Education Kharkіv, will offer enrolled children, including IDP children, the 

traditional three-week summer camp in June. Concerns have been expressed for out-of-school children, as the 

Department of Education in Kharkiv cannot include them in these camps. Nevertheless, Human Home, Ukrainian 

Frontier, and Kraina Ponad Use NGOs plan to include IDP children out-of-school in their summer camps and possibly 

establish catch-up classes on some subjects in the camps.  

In other regions, including Kyiv and Donetsk, partners such as ADRA, NGOs SOS-Kramatorsk and Logos from 

Druzhkivka are also organising summer camps for IDP children and local children. Camps will be situated in 

Rovenskaya regions and will be able to accommodate 100 children. Transport and food costs still need to be 

covered. 

 

Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
 

Approximately 600 hygiene kits were distributed by UNICEF implementing partner Ukrainian Frontiers to the most 

vulnerable groups in Luhansk, Alchevsk and Brianka (Luhask region) and Slovyansk, Sviatohirsk (Donetsk region), 

reaching about 2,400 beneficiaries, including over 700 children.  

UNICEF implementing partner People in Need distributed packages of diapers to 752 children in Stakhanov city, 

Luhansk region, and hygiene kits  to over 1,000 most vulnerable people in Horlivka, Zugres, Kirovske and Proletarske 

villages, and in bomb shelters in Donetsk city. Further to this, over 340 people benefited from 684 litres of safe 

drinking water and jerry cans distributed in Zugres and in bomb shelters in Donetsk.  

UNICEF provided liquid chlorine to two filter stations (Velykoanadolsk and Chervonoarmiysk), which covered the 

needs of over 400,000 people in the area before the onset of violence. However, it is estimated that only 50 per 

cent of the population have remained in those affected areas.  

Child Protection 

 

The children’s hotline operated by La Strada and supported by UNICEF has received 1,396 calls during the reporting 

period. Of those, 56 per cent were from girls and 44 per cent from boys. All callers received support and referrals 

when needed. Since January 2015, La Strada has received 

12,922 total calls. 

 

Between 28 April and 12 May, UNICEF has provided 

psychosocial support to 3,474 children through a network of 

community protection centres and an additional 1,320 children 

through schools, bringing the total to 4,794 children. Since 

January 2015, 20,544 children have been reached through both 

settings. Psychosocial outreach includes group counselling, 

sports and recreational activities.  Of this total, 2,080 children 

are located in the non-government-controlled areas of Luhansk 

and Donetsk, with outreach in Donetsk NGCA focused in 

Debaltseve.  

 

Capacity building on psychosocial support was also expanded 

to over 450 teachers and psychologists in both government and non-government-controlled areas.  Furthermore, 

an additional 80 teachers, psychologists, and social pedagogues from the non-government-controlled areas of 

Luhansk gained knowledge on First Aid, and Mine-Risk Awareness. About 2,000 students from 20 schools 

participated in sport and recreation activities offered within child-friendly spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

Internally displaced Mohammed (4) plays at a 

UNICEF-supported Community Protection Center in 

Kharkiv.  [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/P.Demchenko] 
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Health and Nutrition 

UNICEF continues to provide technical expertise to the Ministry of Health of Ukraine in developing a strategy to 

enhance routine vaccination coverage against polio. UNICEF committed to provide Ministry of Health of Ukraine 

approximately 4.8 million doses of polio vaccines (both OPV and IPV).  

To date, 60,000 vials of IPV along with 1.1 million syringes and almost 14,000 safety boxes have been procured and 

delivered to the country.   

UNICEF is monitoring the vaccination situation in non-government-controlled areas, and exploring opportunities to 

ensure that children from these areas are vaccinated against polio. 

UNICEF is supporting a high-level delegation for the Vaccine Procurement Practitioners Exchange Forum 2015 

planned on 19-21 May in Copenhagen, Denmark. The forum will create an enabling environment for key 

government stakeholders to better understand the global vaccine market features, different vaccine procurement 

strategies, policies and practices at global and country level. The forum will further enhance the knowledge 

concerning the tools and techniques used specifically to improve country vaccine procurement performance.  

UNICEF, in collaboration with the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (US) and Save the Children, is planning 

to conduct an assessment of infant and young child feeding practices among IDPs in Kharkіv, Zaporizhia, 

Dnipropetrovsk, and Donetsk regions. Preliminary result should be available by the end of June. 

To address the counselling needs of IDP mothers on breastfeeding, UNICEF in collaboration with the national 

organisation Molochnie Reki is developing a strategy for infant feeding promotion. This includes capacity building 

of field workers, counsellors and volunteers, and information outreach to mothers. 

Considering the threat of interruption of HIV/AIDS related commodities, first for PMTCT and Paediatric AIDS in non-

government-controlled areas, UNICEF is exploring the possibility of applying to the Emergency Fund under the 

GFATM for funding support. 

 

External Communication 

On 7 May, UNICEF and the European Commission’s Humanitarian 

Aid and Civil Protection Department (ECHO) issued a press release 

on a safe drinking water project funded by ECHO.  The project 

reached over 84,000 people, including 46,000 children, in both 

government- and non-government-controlled areas.  

 

On the same day, UNICEF Representative Giovanna Barberis 

together with the Head of WHO D. Nitzan, Minister of Health A. 

Kvitashvili and Ambassador of Canada to Ukraine Roman Vaschuk, 

took part in the press conference at UkrVaccina warehouse on 

polio vaccines recently delivered to Ukraine by UNICEF.  
 
 
 

Funding and Planning 
 

UNICEF has revised its funding appeal to US$55.8 million to provide emergency relief assistance to children affected 

by the conflict in eastern Ukraine. In addition to US$ 1,984,325 carried forward from 2014, over US$7.4 million has 

been received against the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 2015, representing 13 per cent of the total appeal. 

A total of approximately US$8 million was raised in 2014 against the HAC 2014. UNICEF is grateful to the EU 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO), the US Agency for International Development (USAID), 

the Governments of Japan, Canada, Norway, Sweden, Estonia, and Poland, and corporate partners for their 

contributions. The table below provides a detailed overview for 2015 by sector:  

 

 

 

 
 

  

UNICEF Ukraine Representative with the Canadian 

Ambassador and the Minister of Health of Ukraine 

during the press conference. [Credit: UNICEF 

Ukraine/2015/A. Krepkih] 
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Funding Requirements as defined in the revised Humanitarian Action for Children 2015 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements (US$) 

Funds received (US$) 

against HAC 2015 
Funding gap (US$) 

A B C=A-B % 

WASH 23,000,000 953,356 22,046,644 96% 

Education 14,400,000 5,481,231 8,918,769 62% 

Health & Nutrition* 12,300,000 - 12,300,000 100% 

Child Protection 2,600,000 324,398 2,275,602 88% 

Sector Coordination, 

Field Support 
3,500,000 662,861 2,837,139 81% 

Total 55,800,000 7,421,846 48,378,154 87% 

 
* In 2014 UNICEF received US$2.5 million from the Government of Canada to procure 4.8 million doses of polio vaccines in Ukraine. 

 
 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef_ua 

 
Giovanna Barberis 

Representative 

UNICEF Ukraine 

Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 254-2439 

Email: gbarberis@unicef.org  

Veronika Vashchenko 

Communication Officer 

UNICEF Ukraine 

Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 254-2439 

Email: vvashchenko@unicef.org  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 


