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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

Number of people in need:  3,000,0001 (2019 UNICEF HAC). 
Number of children in need of humanitarian assistance: 
500,0002 (2019 UNICEF HAC). 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian 
Needs 

On 2 September, the new school year started in 
Ukraine. UNICEF positively noted that even in areas 
along the Contact Line where shelling and shooting around schools have been a daily reality, all 
boys and girls have successfully started formal learning. Unfortunately however, the Education 
Cluster recorded four security incidents resulting in damages to operating schools, all located in 
the Non-Government Controlled Area (NGCA). No casualties were reported, but school 
buildings were damaged and windows were shattered because of the blasts. In two cases, the 

                                                           
1 While the 2019 HRP estimates that 3.5 million people living in conflict-affected areas are in need, only 3 million people in need live in the 20-
kilometre zone on both sides of the contact line and in non-government- controlled areas. 
2 While the 2019 HRP estimates that 700,000 children living in conflict-affected areas are in need, only 500,000 children in need live in the 20-
kilometre zone on both sides of the contact line and in non-government-controlled areas. 
3 The cluster results are reported on a quarterly basis. The results in the table are as of  September 2019, except those with Asterix which are 
dated June 2019 as new cumulative results for Q3 are not yet available. 
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 UNICEF 2019 Sector/Cluster 
2019i 

 UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 

Results (#) 
Cluster  
Target 

Cumulative 
Results (#)3 

Nutrition 2,000 0 1,300,000 208,235* 
Health 24,800 1,087 
Wash 1,125,500 1,483,235 2,000,000 1,967,828   
Child 
Protection 

170,000 58,084 1,300,000 215,723* 

Education 34,500 22,864 200,000 59,522 
HIV/AIDS 200 826 N/A N/A 

Carry-
forward 
amount:

$3.3M
15%

Funds 
received 
to date:
$4.7M 

21%

Funding 
gap:

$13.4M
64%

2019 Funds Available
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educational facilities were temporary closed. In total, 32 incidents have been recorded in 2019, 
two times more than for the whole of 2018.  

In Luhanska NGCA, on 28 September, 5 children (aged 7 to 13 years) were injured after finding 
an arms cache in the forest and accidentally detonating a hand grenade. All the children were 
transported immediately to nearby medical facilities to receive medical treatment, and one of 
them had to be further referred for eye surgery. 

The month of September had the third most WASH-related incidents targeting water 
infrastructure in 2019, with 11 recorded compared to 12 such incidents in June and 18 in May. 
Comparatively, in July and August, there were eight incidents in total. Worryingly, staff of one 
pumping station were forced to put out a fire themselves, while under shellfire, as emergency 
services were unable to reach the location. In doing so, they saved the water supply for 1.1 
million people. 

In the first nine months of 2019, there were 77 incidents compared to 68 during the same period 
last year (a 13% increase). To date, there have been a total of 369 WASH incidents recorded by 
the WASH cluster since 2016. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

HEALTH 
UNICEF continued working on preparations to implement Polio immunization activities in both 
Donetsk and Luhansk NGCA. These activities will be oriented towards the vaccination of 
children born in 2016-2018, who have missed their inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) doses, in 
addition to any child under age-6 requiring the IPV. Up to 40,000 children stand to benefit from 
this intervention. 110,100 doses of IPV have been delivered to both NGCAs. In addition to the 
procurement of vaccines, the polio vaccination strategy is being finalized and includes capacity 
building and information activities for the general public. 

UNICEF supported 1,009 beneficiaries including 715 children under age-5, 165 pregnant and 
lactating women and 49 adult trauma cases who were provided with e-vouchers for free-of-
charge essential medicines, 31 women who received medical kits for normal delivery and 49 
beneficiaries who received surgical kits for emergency cases, including Caesarean section. 

Psycho-social support was provided to 40 children with HIV and 16 children with HIV/TB, as well 
as their caregivers, to ensure ARV treatment adherence.  30 adolescents are undergoing learning 
sessions and practice on peer-to-peer HIV prevention. 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) 
Within ongoing support to ensure access to safe drinking water, UNICEF continued to supply 
water treatment chemicals for six filter stations and 10 production departments of Voda 
Donbasu. Water trucking to two checkpoints in Mariinka and Pyshchevyk, a range of 
educational, health care and social institutions in Avdiivka, Mariinka, Krasnogorivka, Kalchyk 
and other settlements located along the contact line with limited access to drinking water 
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continued. Overall, 23,300 people crossing checkpoints and 5,940 people in the settlements 
benefitted from access to the drinking water. The new wave of e-vouchers distribution covered 
hygiene supplies needs for 2,858 children under age-5 and 89 pregnant women residing in 9 
rayons located along the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, Government-Controlled 
Area (GCA).  

Edutainment sessions on hygiene practices for 1,307 children, aged 3-14, were conducted in 
schools and kindergartens. UNICEF also continued implementation of a campaign on raising 
awareness on menstrual hygiene among youngsters through a digital campaign on YouTube 
(https://bit.ly/2yO3UDX) reaching 201,064 young users from all over Ukraine, including 9,060 
children 13-18 years from the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.  

CHILD PROTECTION 
During September, UNICEF continued to provide protective services and psycho-social support 
(PSS) to children and their caregivers residing in conflict-affected communities close to the 
Contact Line in NGCAs of Luhansk oblast. Through Community Protection Centres and via 
mobile outreach:   

o 739 children (375F/364M), 43 adults (34F/9M) and 26 community professionals 
received knowledge on child protection risks and vulnerabilities including 
violence against children (VAC).  

o 225 children (34F/91M) and25 adults participated in psycho-social groups 
activities aimed at addressing stress and other mental health issues like anxiety, 
aggressiveness, fear, etc.  

o 80 children (29F/51M) and 51 adults continued receiving comprehensive case 
management, including legal and related social services support. 

o 45 parents and caregivers received knowledge on positive parenting. 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF, through mobile outreach, continued to raise awareness 
and provide assistance to survivors of gender-based violence (GBV) and children affected by 
violence in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts (GCA), providing PSS first aid and referral services to 
375 GBV survivors including 47 children affected by violence (31F/16M), 3 (1F/2M) with disability. 
In addition, tailor made mitigation activities were provided to individuals, while more than 1,600 
children and adults participated in awareness raising and prevention events held by the mobile 
teams. 
 
UNICEF in partnership with the Danish Refugee Council-Danish Deming Group (DRC-DDG), 
continued to implement a project to support mine victims. During the reporting period, thirteen 
families and fifteen child landmine/explosive remnants of war (ERW) survivors were enrolled in 
case management activities; with one case considered closed. Additionally, seven families with 
adult caregivers (7M) affected by mines/ERWs and five children landmine/ERW survivors (1F/4M) 
were registered for case management4.  

                                                           
4 It is to note that landmine/ERW survivors’ cases are not included into the “regular” case management cases and are counted 
as a separate category, as the type of support provided differs. 



UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT                                                                                                                                                                              September 2019  

UNICEF also continued interventions on safe behavior around landmines/ERWs using an 
edutainment approach. Within the joint projects with Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD), 
1,041 boys and girls aged 5-14 were educated on mine safety rules via through direct training 
sessions in schools in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts (GCA) in 0-5 km zone from the contact line.  
Moreover 642,604 children in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts (GCA+NGCA) were reached by 
digital campaign via educating cartoons ‘Super Team Against Mines’ on mine safety messages 
and rules (https://bit.ly/2LL3PsQ).   

EDUCATION   
In September, UNICEF finalized collection of information on priority needs of vulnerable schools 
in furniture and sports equipment in Donetska NGCA through a consultative process with the 
school representatives who were heavily involved in setting the priorities. Required supplies will 
be procured and delivered to ten priority schools until the end of the year, enabling 2,000 boys 
and girls to access safer, better-equipped learning environments.  
 
UNICEF continued to enhance life-saving and life-sustaining knowledge and skills among 
children and adolescents living in a conflict-affected areas through implementation of an online 
Life Skills course training for over 180 teachers from 119 education facilities in Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts. An estimated 2,800 children are now benefitting from trained teachers. 
 
Cumulative adverse effects of the conflict on the school age boys and girls are highlighted 
through a recent UNICEF research results5: 22.5 percent of adolescents aged 13-17 in Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts (GCA) are currently at risk of developing mental health problems. It also 
found that adolescents in areas near the contact line tend to have lower overall life skills and are 
far more likely to develop mental health and behavioral problems when exposed to bullying in 
schools. Young adolescents aged 13-15 who live within 15km of the contact line were found to 
be one of the most at-risk groups. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
In September, UNICEF Ukraine with support from the EU and local authorities  launched the 
UPSHIFT innovation programme during the press conference in Mariupol.  UPSHIFT Ukraine 
empowers disadvantaged young people by developing their social entrepreneurial skills and 
providing funds for youth-driven projects. 

On 25-28 September, UNICEF facilitated another display of the photo project “Water Under 
Fire”  in the frame of 2019 Kyiv International Photo Fair, highlighting the impact of water 
infrastructure attacks on children in eastern Ukraine and the critical role played by water facility 
workers to over 5,000 visitors.  

                                                           
5 UNICEF SCORE (Social Cohesion and Reconciliation Index report), February 2019 
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Prior to the launch of a report on Mine Victims scheduled for 1 October, UNICEF collected 
multimedia stories of child mine victims in Donetsk and Luhansk region which will be presented 
with the report in October.  

UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living along the contact line, through its social 
media platforms reaching over 125,000 people with daily updates. 

SECURITY 

On 7 September, Ukraine and Russia conducted a major prisoners’ exchange, including the 24 
Ukrainian sailors, arrested end of 2018 around the Kerch Strait on their way to the port of 
Mariupol. While this exchange is seen as a positive development of the new Government, the 
security situation on the ground in eastern Ukraine remained unstable and tense. In particular, 
despite explicit security guarantees, a high number of ceasefire violations continued to be 
recorded by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) on a daily basis, including during the 
OSCE SMM-facilitated ‘windows of silence’ meant to enable the maintenance, repair and 
operation of essential civilian infrastructure. It is however noteworthy that no ceasefire 
violations inside the disengagement area were recorded in September at the crossing point of 
Stanytsia Luhanska by the OSCE SMM. The construction of a pedestrian bypass bridge that will 
allow people to cross the contact line in the area is on-going, while repairs to the broken section 
of the bridge are undertaken.  
 
Funding 

UNICEF’s 2019 humanitarian appeal requirement for Ukraine is US$21,067,799. As of 30 
September 2019, only $7,785,801 is available including the funds carried forward from the 
previous year and funds received in 2019. This addresses only 36% of the required resources.   
The underfunding situation of the HAC is putting at risk UNICEF interventions to address major 
humanitarian needs across all sectors, in areas along the contact line and in NGCA. The 
increased number of incidents targeting civilian infrastructure, including schools, requires 
sustained attention for advocacy, as well as continuous funding. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2019 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received 
in current year 

Carry-forward 
Funding gap 

$ % 

Nutrition  150,000                        150,000  100% 

Health 1,830,000   688,742                 1,141,258  62% 

Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

13,267,799 1,997,005 570,788              10,700,005  81% 

Child protection 2,420,000 798,228 1,137,083                   484,689  20% 

Education 2,360,000 1,322,832 428,823                   608,346  26% 

HIV and AIDS 440,000 64,925                       375,075  85% 
Cluster/sector 
coordination 

600,000 281,569 495,805   0% 

Total 21,067,799 4,464,559 3,321,242               13,459,373  64% 
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*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward  
 

UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (Ukraine):  https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 

Whom to 
contact 
for further 
information: 

Lotta Sylwander 
Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: (+38-044) 521 01 25  
lsylwander@unicef.org 

Laura Bill 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
lbill@unicef.org  

Nina Sorokopud 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
nsorokopud@unicef.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           


