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Carry-
forward 
amount:

$3.1M
13%

Funds 
received to 
date: $3.5M 

15%

Funding 
gap:

$17.0M 
72%

Funding Status 2018 
UNICEF 2018* Sector/Cluster 2018 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Nutrition 20,000 70   

Health 20,000 30,962   

WASH 1,990,000 770,245 2,300,000 1,265,346 

Child 
Protection 

605,000 330,243 1,300,000 1,630,243 

Education 131,000 83,753 200,000 281,243 

HIV & AIDS 46,000 27,167   

 

Highlights 
 The continued shelling of civilian infrastructure including the 

water system has exacerbated the urgent humanitarian needs of 
children, who rely on the system for clean water supply on both 
sides of the line of contact. Under the leadership of the WASH 
section and coordination of the WASH cluster, UNICEF continues 
to ensure uninterrupted access to water, including through the 
repair of infrastructure, supply of chemicals and coordination of 
humanitarian and development assistance. As a result, over 
770,245 children and caregivers benefitted from uninterrupted 
access to water as well as sanitation and hygiene assistance in 
the first six months of the year.  

 Despite UNICEF’s continued leadership of the   psychosocial 
response to address the trauma, distress, anxiety, and the threat 
of violence children continue to face on both sides of the line of 
contact, the need for psychosocial support remains high since 
the impact of the conflict continues to accumulate. 

 Under funding, remains a continuing constraint to the needed 
scope and continuity of required UNICEF response for children 
affected by the conflict. 
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500,000  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 
3,400,000  
# of people in need 
(Humanitarian Response Plan January-December 2018) 
 
 
 
UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 23,599,000 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 



 
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Ceasefire violations continue to impact the lives of 500,000 children who remain in need of immediate 
humanitarian assistance. The repeated shelling of critical water, sanitation, electrical and heating 
infrastructure has threatened access to safe drinking water for 3.4 million people in Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, prompting UNICEF to establish and maintain programs aimed at ensuring uninterrupted access, 
regardless of the scale and intensity of shelling. Such infrastructure was seemingly targeted in at least 57 
instances, on both sides of the line of contact in the first six months of 2018.  
 
UNICEF continued to place an emphasis on supporting teachers and educational institutions across Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblast to provide gender specific and age-sensitive education, as well as improving the conditions 
of safe learning spaces through the rehabilitation of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) facilities, on both 
sides of the line of contact. With an estimated 13 educational facilities damaged by shelling since January 2018, 
the impact of hostilities on schools and the safety of children has been the basis for specific messaging and 
advocacy framed on the required observance of humanitarian principles and child rights. In May and June 2018 
alone, 10 education facilities were attacked, and 8 education facilities were temporarily closed (switched to 
distance learning) due to hostilities on both sides of the contact line. UNICEF plans to continue to rehabilitate 
education facilities and provide educational supplies, with 12 education facilities slated for rehabilitation in the 
second half of 2018 (including 5 schools and 1 kindergarten in Donetsk oblast and 4 schools and 2 kindergartens 
in Luhansk oblast).  
 
To improve the safety of children and educational staff, UNICEF strengthened the capacity of educators on life 
skills training and civic engagement and began a safe school modelling in 14 educations facilities in Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts. Having placed emphasis on school safety, protective learning environments and child-
friendliness, UNICEF in partnership with the Ministry of Education and Sciences developed a comprehensive 
Safe Schools approach that includes prevention of, preparedness for and, when necessary, recovery from all 
such threats to children’s lives and well-being, whether they occur at school or on the way to and from school. 
In early 2018, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine endorsed the ‘Safe Schools’ concept framed on 
four dimensions outlined in its conceptual framework: physical safety, psychosocial well-being, competency-
based learning and participatory school governance.  
 
Mines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) remain a significant threat to the health and life of the children 
in the conflict affected regions. In the first 6 months of 2018, one child was killed and 17 injured in mine/ERW 
related incidents1.  
 
The threat of physical violence and emotional distress continue to pose serious risks to over 200,000 children 
and their families living along the contact line. UNICEF continues to provide psychosocial support including 
helping children and caregivers learn how to cope with stress, distress, anxiety, and the threat of violence. As 
a result, children are demonstrating a growing tendency to engage less in disruptive behaviour, and many 
exhibited prosocial, helping behaviour. In schools, pupil-teacher relationships were markedly improved, and 
the school environment became more supportive and friendly for children. In many cases these outcomes are 
described as life-changing and helped children and caregivers rediscover hope for the future2.  
 
Gender-based violence (GBV) remains a significant risk in eastern Ukraine, particularly in the areas along the 
contact line. UNICEF provided support to 2176 GBV survivors and 242 children in the first six months of 2018.  
 
Health service networks remain seriously disrupted and coupled with low vaccination rates raise concerns 
about the outbreak of disease.  Access to services for children and adults living with HIV and prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV remains a key objective. During the reporting period UNICEF continued 
to ensure access to uninterrupted antiretroviral treatment for over 13,000 people living with HIV in Donetsk 
and Luhansk NGCA. 

                                                        
1 OHCHR, 30 July, 2018. For the whole 2017 there were 3 children killed and 27 injured in those incidents (OHCHR, 30 July 2018). 
2 ECHO project evaluation “Education in emergencies for conflict affected children and adolescents near the contact line in Ukraine”, 2017. 



 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
In close coordination with the UN Humanitarian Coordination Team, the Government of Ukraine is leading the 
humanitarian response including the rollout of humanitarian-development nexus working groups to 
strengthen coordination between humanitarian and development actors in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. 
Through its continued leadership of the WASH and Education clusters, Child Protection sub-cluster and 
contribution to the Health and Nutrition Cluster, HIV/AIDS and Mine Action sub clusters, UNICEF focused on 
strengthening coordination with actors on both sides of the line of contact. In the WASH cluster, a 
comprehensive prioritization exercise was completed to identify short term and medium-term WASH 
interventions on both sides of the line of contact. UNICEF will continue to support the Health and Nutrition 
Cluster, which, in 2018 intends to enhance coordination with the Government of Ukraine through the 
establishment of a national coordination mechanism in the health sector.   
 
Having rolled out, together with the Government of Ukraine, the concept of child and youth friendly 
municipalities, UNICEF sought to involve localities in Donetsk and Luhansk oblast, including those along the 
line of contact, to ensure enhanced access to high quality education, health and social services to children and 
youth.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF will continue to strengthen the resilience of children, provide life-saving support and build the long-
term capacities of communities and institutions in conflict-affected areas of Ukraine. UNICEF remains 
committed to ensuring access to gender-specific and age-sensitive education, as well as safe learning spaces 
with water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) facilities, community-based protection services and immediate 
psychosocial support for the most vulnerable boys and girls. Primary health care services along the front lines 
will be supported through partner mobile teams, community engagement and cash voucher systems. 
Treatment of adults and children living with HIV and prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV remain 
key objectives, as does the promotion of infant and young child feeding in emergencies. Displaced and host 
communities facing serious constraints to accessing safe drinking water will be supported through the 
provision of chemicals for treatment plants, emergency repairs of damaged infrastructure and the creation of 
alternative decentralized water sources. UNICEF will continue to lead the WASH and education clusters and 
the child protection sub-cluster and contribute to the health cluster, and HIV/AIDS and mine action sub-
clusters. Collaboration with governments and partners will also be strengthened at all levels. 
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 
WASH 

During the first six months of 2018 UNICEF provided liquefied chlorine gas, sodium hypochlorite and activated 
carbon to 6 filter stations and 10 production departments of Voda Donbasa that in turn supplied uninterrupted 
access to safe drinking water for 1.37 million people in Eastern Ukraine. In June, UNICEF began supporting with 
disinfectants a local water company ‘Popasna Vodokanal’ that provides drinking water to the total population 
of around 500,000 people on both sides of the contact line. UNICEF will continue its support to both public 
utility companies until the end of the year, due to the deteriorated financial situation of both companies and 
high cost of the chemicals.  
 
In the first six months of the year, 33,930 children, women and persons with disabilities residing on both sides 
of the line of contact benefitted from the distribution of hygiene kits. UNICEF also focused on enhancing 
children’s knowledge of hygiene practices with over 80,000 children participating in hygiene promotion 
sessions.  
 
Education 

Having conducted a comprehensive structural and services assessment, UNICEF initiated the rehabilitation of 
12 education facilities situated in the 0-5-kilometre area of the contact line. Construction work is planned to be 
completed by 1 September to ensure children start the new school year in a safer learning environment. Better 



equipped classes and availability of materials have contributed to the reduction of anxiety and stress while 
improved infrastructure including heating will lead to personal and physical wellbeing and safety for all children.  
 
During 2017-2018, UNICEF implemented one of its flagship projects aiming to enhance life-saving and life-
sustaining knowledge and skills among children and adolescents living along the contact line through provision 
of uninterrupted education in emergency settings. The project contained components of provision of 
education supplies to schools and building of capacity of educational professionals on provision of Life Skills 
Education (LSE) and Psychosocial Support (PSS) to children. In June 2018, UNICEF conducted an end-of-
project assessment to measure the relevance, effectiveness, outcomes, synergies and sustainability of the 
project. The assessment confirmed the criticality of needs of students, teachers and parents for LSE and PSS. 
The very positive responses of persons residing in Eastern Ukraine demonstrate the value of the LSE and PSS 
work for building their knowledge, capacity, confidence, coping mechanisms and resilience. The skills, values 
and attitudes that teachers and students learned through LSE, and the resilience and strengthened 
relationships that PSS has built are vital for their recovery from the worst effects of the conflict. The 
assessment also confirmed that while LSE and PSS continue to be an urgent priority need in schools within 
5km of the contact line, both activities must be made available to school communities throughout Ukraine.  
 
With over 2,456 teachers from 403 schools trained on life skills education reaching at least 75,000 children in 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts in the first half of 2018, UNICEF also worked to ensure the LSE e-learning course 
was integrated into the in-service teacher-training curriculum of the Ministry of Education and Science as part 
of Ukraine’s 2018-2021 national education plan. All materials are available online in two languages (Ukrainian 
and Russian) and accessible to educational professionals based on recommendations of the Ministry. The skills, 
values and attitudes that teachers and children have learned through LSE, and the resilience and strengthened 
relationships that PSS has built are critical to their physical and psychological well-being. In the first half of the 
year, 18,632 children from 120 education facilities on both sides of the line of contact of Luhansk and Donetsk 
oblasts benefited from educational supplies (furniture, development games, and sporting equipment).  
 
 
Health and Nutrition 

Towards ensuring access to quality maternal health services for an estimated 20,000 pregnant women and 
new-born children a total of 861 midwifery kits were distributed to health facilities in Luhansk and Donetsk 
oblast (GCA) in early 2018.  While the results were expected to exceed the planning target by reaching an 
additional 10,000 women and new-borns, in considering the context and continuing gaps in access to 
healthcare experienced by people living along the contact line, UNICEF believes further intervention activities 
are needed.  Having identified mother and child health care as a priority for its Country Programme, UNICEF 
has sought to leverage the ongoing health sector reform, to enhance access to quality maternal and child 
health across all of Ukraine, including Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts and on both sides of the line of contact.  
 
The lack of funding for the planned nutrition response in Eastern Ukraine has led to low cumulative results for 
the first two quarters of 2018. Nevertheless, UNICEF has identified that nutrition issues remain and should be 
addressed, with a focus on micronutrient deficiencies and IYCF. While micronutrient deficiencies, lack of flour 
fortification, and lack of salt iodisation are pressing issues countrywide, breastfeeding cessation due to 
conflict-related stress and moderate anaemia in pregnant women in particular remain as concerns in particular 
for areas affected by conflict. Intervention activities such as training of healthcare workers and people living 
with HIV on correct ICYF practices and adequate micronutrient supplementation are planned in the second half 
of 2018 provided adequate funding is available. 
 
Child Protection 

In the first six months of 2018 UNICEF coordinated 15 mobile teams which aided survivors of gender-based 
violence (GBV) and children affected by violence in Donetsk and Luhansk areas (GCA). A total of 2,176 GBV 
survivors and 242 children affected by violence benefited from Psycho-social first aid and referral services, 
which were an integral part of the activities of the mobile teams. UNICEF trained community professionals on 
GBV and prevention of violence against children to increase their awareness of international and national 



norms and legislation and to strengthen their professional capacity to deliver quality services and to ensure the 
referral to professional services, if needed. 
 
Having refurbished 3 psychosocial centres, in the cities of Bakhmut, Popasna and Toretsk, UNICEF worked to 
enhance the professional capacities of psychologists within the framework of a regional referral mechanism, 
managed jointly with local authorities and service providers. Moreover, UNICEF efforts for sustainability of 
services resulted in transfer of the Community Protection Centres and Child Friendly Spaces established in 
2015-2017 to local authorities. Those centres continue to provide protective services to children and their 
caregivers. Through a network of centres and mobile teams, UNICEF continued to provide first aid 
psychosocial services to children and their caregivers, reaching 1,444 children and 1,220 caregivers in the first 
six months of 2018.  
 
Within the framework of its mine risk education program, including an ‘edutainment campaign’ strategy, 
UNICEF ensured access to education on mine risks to 76,168 children in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. The 
edutainment approach implies educating children through entertainment. UNICEF KAP on MRE in 2015 
showed that children preferred getting information about mine safety rules in an entertaining form (cartoons, 
comics) much more than in the traditional form of printed text materials. An edutaining concept of ‘Super 
Team Against Mines’ was developed and successfully applied in the MRE activities for educating children on 
mine safety rules. In the end of 2017 there were three comic cartoons produced and in the first sixth months of 
2018, 600,000 children watched online educating cartoons in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts 
(https://bit.ly/2LL3PsQ). Additionally, the comic cartoons on MRE were screened at Children Kinofest movie 
festival in May-June in 21 cities and towns all over Ukraine including in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. An 
estimated 50,000 children watched the videos promoting safe behaviour with mines/explosive remnants of 
war (ERW) at the festival. 
 
HIV & AIDS 

In 6 months of 2018, some 27,167   people received HIV-related services (ARV treatment was provided to 11,261 
people living with HIV (PLHIV), including 214 children; and 15,906 HIV counselling and testing were provided 
to pregnant women in NGCAs). 
 
Starting from July 2015, UNICEF implemented two Global Fund emergency grants to ensure the continued 
provision of anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) to people living with HIV in NGCAs, including children and pregnant 
women. During this period 11,261 PLHIV received uninterrupted antiretroviral treatment (ART). In addition, 
UNICEF promoted treatment optimization according to WHO standards, transferring from single-dose 
medicines to fixed dose combinations. The program monitoring demonstrated more than 3 times higher 
patients’ satisfaction with the non-inferior level of viral suppression in the group of patients with optimized 
ART in comparison with groups of patients with non-optimized treatment.  Having pioneered the optimization 
process, UNICEF’s response has been invoked to revise approaches of the national AIDSC Control Program of 
Ukraine. UNICEF facilitated the transfer of over 4,000 PLHIV to optimized treatment. At the same time, ART 
expansion considered the use of optimized regimens only. As a result, by the end of June 2018 about 80% 
PLHIV on 1-st line treatment (around 7,000 people) received optimized ARV-regimens. During the 
implementation period UNICEF provided around 30,000 pregnant women with HIV testing.  Based on a Global 
Fund decision UNICEF phased out its procurement activities for ARV medicines on 30 June, transferring 
responsibilities to new civil society principal recipients that will implement three-year grant 2018-2020.  
 
In Donetsk NGCA, UNICEF further enhanced its peer-to-peer trainings for adolescents on HIV prevention and 
healthy lifestyles. In 6 months of 2018 over 50 adolescents participated in this initiative as peer-to-peer trainers 
and shared insights and experience with over 2,400 adolescents peers residing in non-government controlled 
areas.  
 

Media and External Communication   
In the first six months of 2018, UNICEF featured the stories, aspirations as well as humanitarian needs of 
children living along the line of contact, on both sides. By disseminating information through its social media 
platforms, UNICEF called on all sides to ensure strict adherence to international humanitarian law. The 



implementation of all programmes within the Humanitarian Action were facilitated by targeted, sector specific 
communication on child protection, education, WASH and health.  
 
Security  
While the intensity of shelling remained relatively consistent throughout the first half of the year, the number 
of children killed or injured confirmed the continuing severity of the threats facing children and their caregivers 
on both sides of the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts. In the first six months of the year 35 civilians 
were killed, including a 15 year old girl from Zalizne and 153 injured including 5 boys and 3 girls. While not 
officially verified, 13 education facilities are reported to have been damaged, limiting access to education for 
1,460 children. Civilian infrastructure including water, sanitation and electricity systems were shelled on at 
least 57 occasions in the first half of 2018.  
 
 

Funding  
UNICEF’s 2018 humanitarian appeal requirement for Ukraine is US$23.6M of which, as of 30 June, $6.6M is 
available, including funds carried forward from the previous year. This addresses only 28% of required 
resources.  
Under-funding will affect the continuity of UNICEF emergency assistance for children residing in conflict 
affected areas on both sides of the contact line, especially in the area of health and nutrition, education and 
protection programs. Moreover, under-funding will also limit UNICEF’s capacity to ensure basic  access to 
critical services, across the entire Eastern Ukraine.  
 
In the first six months of 2018 UNICEF received contributions from the German Committee of UNICEF totalling 
$253,502, the European Commission/ECHO totalling $883, 434 including $63,160 for cluster coordination as 
well as $1,910,750 from the CERF allocation through UNOCHA including $100,087 for cluster coordination. The 
Andorran National Committee for UNICEF, Croatia, Japan, Lithuania also provided substantial contributions 
to UNICEF. 
 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition 300,000  0 300,000 100% 
Health 1,800,000 120,000 89,525 1,590,475 88% 
Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

13,619,000 36,224 962,425 11,800,151 87% 

Child protection 3,200,000 954,928 635,066 1,610,006 50% 
Education 3,050,000 1,256,587 315,628 1,477,785 48% 
HIV and AIDS 1,130,000  442,264 687,736 61% 
Cluster/sector 
coordination 

500,000 47,723 787,346 0 0%** 

Total 23,599,000 3,504,909 3,126,253 17,466,153 72% 
*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward 
** The funding gap does not include surplus amount of the cluster sector coordination sector 
 

UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (Ukraine):  https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 
 

Whom to 
contact 
for further 
information: 

Giovanna Barberis 
Country Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org 
 

Laura Bill 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
lbill@unicef.org 

Nina Sorokopud 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email:  
nsorokopud@unicef.org 



 
 
 

 
Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

                                                        
3 There are MRE related indicators in the HRP. However, it is not disaggregated by boys and girls.  
4 Protection Cluster has not set any specific target to this indicator. 

  
 

UNICEF and IPs 
  

Cluster Response   

Ukraine HAC indicators Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since  
last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2018 Target  Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

Number of mothers in 
affected areas with 
improved knowledge on the 
benefits of 
exclusive breastfeeding 

N/A 20,000 70 ▼ 
 -1,310 *1  

  

HEALTH         

Number of pregnant 
women and new-born 
children accessing quality 
maternal health 
services 

N/A 20,000 30,962 ▲ 
+30,962  

  

WATER, SANITATION & 
HYGIENE    

 
 

  

Number of people with 
improved water 
quality through the 
provision of effective 
water treatment 
mechanisms and the 
emergency repair of WASH 
infrastructure 

3,400,000 1,800,000 729,267 
▼ 

-233,080 
 

2,300,000 
 

1,265,346 
 

▼ 
-945,450 

 

Number of boys, girls and 
parents 
accessing hygiene supplies 
and having 
knowledge of basic hygiene 
practices 

600,000  190,000 40,978 
▼ 

-296,900 
 

470,000 57,918 
▼ 

-279,960 
 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Number of children and 
caregivers 
accessing immediate 
psychosocial 
support services 

120,000 100,000 2,040 ▼ 
-80,922 120,000 14,694 ▼ 

-139,567 

Number of boys, girls and 
their families 
having received mine-risk 
education 

N/A 500,000 613,355 

 
▼ 

-98,935 
 

N/A3 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

Number of community 
professionals trained to 
identify and respond to key 
child 
protection issues, including 
gender-based 

N/A  5,000 71 

N/A 
(indicator 

newly 
introduced 

to HAC 
from 2018) 

N/A4 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 



 
Notes:  
*Total results for xxx are cumulative; for yyy are point-in-time measures of coverage 
“Overall needs” is ‘People in need’ from the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) January – December 2018, Ukraine. 
UNICEF and IPs 
 “Change since last report”; Change compared against the reported figure in the 2018 HAC ‘UNICEF total results’  
Cluster Response 
“2018 Target” is ‘People in need’ from the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) January – December 2018, Ukraine.  
“Change since last report”; Change compared against the reported figure in the 2018 HAC ‘Sector total results’  
*1: compared to the indicator ‘Pregnant or lactating women reached with infant and young child feeding counselling’ from the 2017 HAC programme results.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

violence 

EDUCATION        

Number of boys and girls in 
conflict-affected 
areas accessing basic 
education and 
early childhood education 
and care 

638,000 32,500 21,543 ▼ 
-117,033 85,000 43,315 ▼ 

-134,238 

Number of boys, girls and 
educators received 
life-skills education and 
information on 
educational options 

703,363 98,500 62,210  

N/A 
(indicator 

newly 
introduced 

to HAC 
from 2018) 

148,500 103,596 N/A 

HIV and AIDS        
Number of HIV-positive 
patients accessing 
uninterrupted antiretroviral 
treatment 

N/A 16,000 11,261 

 
▼ 

-256 
 

 

  

Number of pregnant 
women provided with 
tests for the diagnosis of 
HIV to prevent 
mother-to-child 
transmission 

N/A 30,000 15,906 
 

▼ 
-7,000 

 
 

  

 


