
 

Page 1 of 8 

UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT FEBRUARY 2017 

 

                                                 
1 Including children and their families who received psychosocial support services and mine risk education. 
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Nutrition 20,000 - NA NA 

Health 20,000 - NA NA 

WASH 2,700,000 2,335,794 3,020,000 2,342,296 

Child 
Protection1 

602,000 22,129 123,875 31,329 

Education 120,000 40,651 147,890 41,443 

HIV & AIDS 46,000 8,479 NA NA 

 

01 February – 28 February 2017 
 

1,000,000 
# of children in need, out of 

3,800,000 
# of people in need 
(HAC January 2017) 

 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

225,866 
# of children, out of 

1,626,137 
# of people registered as IDP 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 27 February 2017) 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2017 

US$ 31.2 million 
 

Highlights 
 Flare ups of violence in and around Avdiivka and the city 

of Donetsk continued to affect the centralised water 
supply, electricity and heating systems, with 1.8 million 
people, including approximately 252,000 children, on both 
sides of the ‘contact line’ at risk for days. 

 Due to the surge in fighting, at least 10 educational 
facilities were damaged and 17 closed, which is affecting 
the learning of approximately 5,000 children on both sides 
of the ‘contact line’. 

 As a part of the ‘winterization’ response, UNICEF 
delivered 500 electric heaters, 30 water tanks and 300 sets 
of warm clothing for conflict affected children in non-
government-controlled areas (NGCA). 

 Nearly 16,000 children in 45 educational facilities on both 
sides of the ‘contact line’ benefited from the receipt of 
new school furniture, learning materials and educational 
kits. 

 

Carry-
forward 
amount:
$3.7M

12%

Funds 
received 
to date:
$.1M 0%

Funding 
gap:

$27.4M
88%

2017 Funds Available

2017 Funding
Requirement: 

$31.2M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In February, one child was killed and four children injured, out of 72 conflict-related civilian casualties (11 
killed and 61 injured) due the escalation of the conflict in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts.2 The new wave of 
violence impacted at least 27 educational facilities in government- and non-government-controlled areas 
(GCAs and NCGAs) of the respective Oblasts, affecting approximately 5,000 children (see Map 1). A total of 
10 education facilities were damaged by shelling, 17 others had to close for days until security was restored. 
The ongoing fighting continued to pose indirect threat to civilian population depending on centralised 
water, electricity and heating supply, as the outdated critical civilian infrastructure, including chlorine gas 
facilities of the “Donetsk Filter Station”, endured more direct hits this month.3 Per estimates of the major 
water company in eastern Ukraine, about 1.8 million people in Donetsk Oblast on both sides of the ‘contact 
line’ were immediately at risk of water shortage due to numerous damages.4 In Luhansk city, about 150,000 
people were disconnected from a water source managed by a water company in GCAs due to its historic 
debt to a Ukrainian private electricity company. 
Map 1. Educational facilities damaged or temporarily closed between 29 January – 26 February 2017.5 

 
                                                 
2 Conflict-related civilian casualties in Ukraine. OHCHR, dated 11:00 28 February 2017. 
3 ‘Shelling of chlorine depot in Donetsk puts civilians at risk’, Press Release of Humanitarian Coordinator in Ukraine, (24/02/17). 
4 The number of the affected population is estimated by the Public Utility Company “Voda Donbassa”. Source: WASH Cluster 
Incident Report, No. 31, dated 27 February 2017. 
5 Educational facilities affected by the escalation of the conflict during Jan. 29 – Feb. 26, 2017. Map. Education Cluster Ukraine. 
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Humanitarian Leadership & Coordination 
For an effective humanitarian response, UNICEF facilitates coordination by leading the Education Cluster, 
WASH Cluster, the Child Protection Sub-cluster and Nutrition Working Group. Additionally, it contributes 
to the Health Cluster as well as the HIV/Tuberculosis/Opioid Substitution Treatment and Mine Action Sub-
clusters. Collaboration continues with the Government and de facto authorities as well as with UN agencies, 
international NGOs and local partners advocating for de-escalation of the armed conflict. 
 
The Donetsk Regional Military Civil Administration (RMCA) calls for humanitarian partners to ensure a 
coordinated approach under the government’s leadership. To this end, the RMCA’s Department of Civil 
Protection, Mobilization and Defense Work is appointed as a focal point for coordination of humanitarian 
response inside the government-controlled areas of Donetsk Oblast, while the Department of Information 
and Internal Affairs created a hotline for people displaced due to the escalation of violence. 
 
The WASH Cluster, led by UNICEF, has taken a leadership role providing updates on the recent upsurge of 
violence and its impact on the region’s water infrastructure. In February, the Cluster produced nine incident 
reports and numerous updates keeping stakeholders informed about the conflict-related damages to 
critical parts of civilian infrastructure. The Education Cluster provided information updates and coordinated 
response between the co-leads (UNICEF and Save the Children), the local Departments of Education, and 
other partners. During the escalation of the conflict, the Education Cluster, along with the Child Protection 
Sub-cluster, produced situation updates that document damages to educational facilities, closures of 
schools and kindergartens, the relocation of children, and immediate educational and child protection 
needs. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF, in close coordination with other UN agencies as well as the government and de facto 
representatives on the ground, is implementing its emergency response programme on both sides of the 
‘contact line’ through its field offices in Kramatorsk, Donetsk and Mariupol. UNICEF continues to address 
the needs of the most vulnerable children by ensuring their access to water and sanitation, education, safe 
learning spaces, child protection community-based services and immediate psychosocial support service 
(PSS). Moreover, UNICEF continues to enhance access to immunization and life-saving maternal and child 
health services, including adequate infant and young child feeding practices. 
 
In addition to calling for a ceasefire, UNICEF has scaled up the provision of immediate life-saving water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services, ensuring access to safe drinking water for affected women and 
children. UNICEF advocates for the respect for and protection of educational facilities and together with 
partner organisations, promoting the Safe School Declaration to be adopted by the Government of 
Ukraine. UNICEF also continues to monitor and report about children in conflict-affected areas focusing on 
preventing the separation of children from their families during evacuations. The provision of PSS will be 
continued to strengthen the resilience of conflict-affected children and adolescents living near the ‘contact 
line’. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
WASH 
Responding to the humanitarian situation in Avdiivka earlier this month, UNICEF and partners delivered 
emergency hygiene supplies to 2,116 people, including 1,098 children and 509 women, and secured access 
to drinking water through water trucking for more than 1,600 people in the area. The provision of support 
to water treatment facilities situated in the GCAs of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts continued with the 
provision of spare equipment and chemicals crucial for water treatment. This assistance secured drinking 
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water for around 2.3 million people who receive water from the centralized water supply system. Also, in 
February, UNICEF initiated a water risk assessment of Luhansk Oblast (both NGCA and GCA), in line with 
the scope of the assessment for Donetsk Oblast. Both risk assessments are planned to be completed at the 
end of March, at which time UNICEF Country Office (CO) as well as the WASH Cluster will initiate a 
comprehensive communication and briefing to all stakeholders. This month, in the southern part of 
Donetsk Oblast, UNICEF finalized a project that addressed issues of access to water in villages and small 
towns not connected to the Oblast’s centralised water system. Overall, the project’s intervention has 
benefitted 158,000 people in 75 villages where UNICEF, and its implementing partner, rehabilitated 
pipelines, built boreholes, water towers and provided pumps and water storage tanks. 
 
Child Protection 
Following the escalation of the conflict in early February, the RMCA of Donetsk Oblast in coordination with 
the Military Civil Administration of Avdiivka evacuated 125 children from Avdiivka to Svyatohirsk, Donetsk 
Oblast, situated about 140 km northwest. Moreover, 28 people, including 12 children, of whom two were 
born after the evacuation, were relocated from Avdiivka to Urzuf and Iuriivka situated about 250 km 
southwest on the shores of the Sea of Azov. The locations were chosen by the families and government 
authorities that were helping with the evacuation. For the families in Urzuf and Iuriivka, UNICEF provided 
hygiene kits, including diapers for the newborn. For children in Svyatohirsk, UNICEF provided school 
supplies and clothing to all 125 children. Moreover, through its local partner, UNICEF organised eight 
recreational events providing opportunities for structured play, promoting positive interaction for children 
and their parents through different activities to reduce stress. Due to the decline in violence in late February, 
most of the children were reunited with their families, with 20 children remaining in Svyatohirsk due to the 
continued hostilities in and around Avdiivka.6 
 
This month, 9,948 beneficiaries, including 8,732 children received psycho-social support (PSS) in UNICEF 
supported community protection centres. To reach the most vulnerable in the GCAs, nine mobile teams 
conducted 519 visits to provide support to children in settlements along the ‘contact line’. In NGCA, a total 
of 1,536 children have received psychosocial support in the form of play/art therapy, life skills education and 
sport activities though youth centers and protection centers in Donetsk, Sniznhe, Horlivka and Luhansk. 
Specialized support in a form of individual psychological consultations and group therapy sessions have 
been provided to 550 children, of whom 60 per cent were girls.  HIV prevention, rehabilitation and 
reintegration outreach work and services were provided to the most at risk adolescents. To prevent child 
separation and further vulnerabilities, social work outreach is ongoing for 95 of the most vulnerable 
families, including 179 children, in both Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs. Parents are receiving tailored social 
to better care and support their children’s development. 
 
Education 
In February, nearly 16,000 children in 45 educational facilities on both sides of the ‘contact line’ benefited 
from the receipt of new school furniture, learning materials and educational kits provided to educational 
facilities situated near the contact line.  While the deteriorated security situation had limited bearing on the 
implementation of programs, delays occurred regarding the improvement of heating in schools and 
kindergarten in Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs. Of the 15 schools and kindergartens to benefit from the latter 
intervention, 10 schools and kindergartens were identified in Donetsk NGCA, three of which were assessed 
and are now supported by construction and engineering works. UNICEF Donetsk and Luhansk field staff 

                                                 
6 Out of 20 children, 18 with parents are staying in a health resort ‘Perlina Donetchiny’, and two children without parents are 
staying in a boarding school ‘Izumrudnyi Gorod’. The two children are not orphans; however, they are from families caught in 
difficult life circumstances. Taking into consideration the security situation in Avdiivka as well as their status, the Department of 
Education of Donetsk Regional Administration has extended their stay for 21 more days in March. 
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undertook negotiations with interlocutors in Luhansk NGCA to identify and assess five additional schools 
and kindergartens. 
 
HIV/AIDS 
In February, UNICEF and its partners, continued the uninterrupted ARV treatment for 8,479 HIV-positive 
patients in NGCA. The uninterrupted treatment was possible after the introduction of an optimized 
treatment regimen and successful negotiations between UNICEF and major pharmaceutical companies, 
which resulted in cost savings. The savings allowed the provision of treatment to be extended for 8,300 
patients for additional six month until June 2017 as well as to put an additional 2,500 people on treatment, 
covering a total of 11,000 patients per month. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
In February, the daily promotion of the awareness campaign on social inclusion called ‘Let’s get together’ 
was aired by six national TV channels reaching 24 million people. During its last month of airing, the video 
became one of the most viewed social advertisements on Ukrainian television. The campaign aims to 
promote social inclusion and raising awareness about the needs of children during the crisis. 
 
UNICEF also assisted 131 schools in southern parts of Donetsk Oblast, where hygiene promotion printed 
materials were distributed to 12,945 students in grades one to four. 
 

Media & External Communication 
In response to emergency in Avdiivka (GCA), on 1 February, UNICEF Ukraine issued a press release 
advocating for safe access to carry out immediate repairs to the damaged water and electricity 
infrastructure to prevent further suffering by more than 17,000 people, including 2,500 children, who were 
facing extremely low temperatures without any heating. The news was widely picked by local and 
international media, including The Guardian, Xinhua, VOA News and Reuters. 
 
On 17 February, UNICEF issued a global press release on the condition of children after three years of 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. The press release highlighted that 1 million children were in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance – nearly double the number of the previous year. The news was widely quoted by 
international media, including The Washington Post and ABC News. As the hostilities continued throughout 
February, UNICEF provided regular updates about the condition of children and UNICEF’s response 
reaching over 100,000 impressions on Twitter and over 78,000 followers on Facebook. 
 
On 20 February, EU High Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management (ECHO), Christos 
Stylianides, visited School No. 1 in Bakhmut, Donetsk Oblast. The visit attracted the attention of ten news 
agencies and resulted in 30 media mentions. High Commissioner Stylianides was accompanied by the EU 
Ambassador to Ukraine Hugh Mingarelli, UNICEF Representative Giovanna Barberis, Minister of the 
Temporarily Occupied Territory Vadim Chernysh and the Donetsk Governor Pavlo Zhebrivsky. The 
Commissioner visited the school to evaluate the ongoing ECHO-funded UNICEF humanitarian programme 
that delivers educational supplies and trains teachers and children in Life Skills Education and psychosocial 
support across Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts on both sides of the contact line. 
 

Security 
In February, the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission’s report noted that “the humanitarian rights and 
humanitarian situation of civilians residing on both sides of the ‘contact line’ [was] volatile and 
deteriorating.”7 Despite international efforts to return to the ceasefire agreement, the rapid escalation of 

                                                 
7 “Hardship for conflict-affected civilians in eastern Ukraine,” OSCE Thematic Report, February 2017, p. 2. 

http://ow.ly/wE0B308pHtY
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violence in early February returned to a tense security situation during the reporting period. Use of arms 
prohibited by the Minsk Agreement reported along the whole ‘contact line’, especially in and around 
settlements with the largest concentration of children: the triangle of Avdiivka (GCA), Yasynuvata, Donetsk 
(NGCA); Krasnohorivka, Mariinka, and East of Mariupol (all GCA).8 On February 22, political parties 
organized a protest in the capital to declare an ultimatum to the government threatening to release the 
parliament by force if their demands are not met. The demands, among others are to stop trade with de 
facto authorities in NGCA and break diplomatic relations with the Russian Federation. Over 7,000 people 
participated in the protest. Similarly, on 28 February, between 5,000–10,000 people participated in a rally 
across Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs in support of strengthening economic ties with the Russian Federation. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2017 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements 

(US$) 
Funds received 

(US$) 

Funding gap 

US$ % 

Nutrition 500,000    500,000  100% 

Health 4,500,000    4,500,000  100% 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 10,000,000  53,362  9,946,638  99% 

Child protection 5,500,000    5,500,000  100% 

Education 5,200,000    5,200,000  100% 

HIV and AIDS 5,000,000    5,000,000  100% 

Cluster/sector coordination 500,000    500,000  100% 

Sub-total 31,200,000 53,362  31,146,638  100% 

Carry-forward to 2017   3,745,955     

Total 31,200,000 3,799,317  27,400,683  88%9 

* Total ‘Funds Available’ includes funding received current appeal as well as ‘Carry-Forward’ from the previous year. 

 

Next SitRep: 05/04/2017 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 
UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: www.unicef.org/appeals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Giovanna Barberis 
Country Representative 
UNICEF Office in Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org 

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: nstojkovska@unicef.org 

Iuliia Poberezhna 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
Fax: +38 044 230 2506 
Email: ipoberezhna@unicef.org 

 

                                                 
8 Status Report as of 23 February 2017, OSCE SMM. Source: <http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/157261>. 
9 For life-saving access to drinking water and hygiene products, UNICEF CO has requested a loan from UNICEF HQ in New York 
in the amount of US$950,000 to increase local capacities to address the needs of the population affected by the intensification 
of violence in early February. 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

  
  

Cluster Response  UNICEF 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since 
last 

report 

▲▼ 

 2017 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

Number of people with access to safe water (for 
drinking, cooking and hygiene) through effective 
treatment mechanisms and emergency repair of 
WASH infrastructure 

2,500,000 2,303,550 +1,655 2,500,000 2,303,55010 +1,655 

Number of people benefitting from the provision 
of hygiene items and knowledge of basic 
hygiene practices 

520,000 38,746 +24,507 200,000 32,470 +18,231 

EDUCATION       

Number of children aged 3-16 in conflict-
affected areas have access to ECD and basic 
education 

136,510 41,413 +16,574 110,000 40,651 +15,812 

Number of youths, parents and teachers trained 
in life-skills education including EiE, coordination 
and psychosocial support activities 

11,380 30 +30 10,000 - - 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION       

Pregnant or lactating women reached with 
Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) and 
immunization messages 

NA NA NA 20,000 - - 

Number of pregnant women have access to 
emergency reproductive health services 

NA NA NA 20,000 - - 

Per cent of children under 12 months received all 
required vaccines through routine immunization 
in conflict-affected areas 

NA NA NA 90% - - 

CHILD PROTECTION       

Number of children and their families/caregivers 
who received Mine Risk Education (MRE) 

NA NA NA 500,000 - - 

Number of children and their caregivers 
benefiting from PSS activities 

121,075 31,159 +11,484 100,000 21,959 +11,484 

Number of service providers/ community 
professionals trained in identifying and 
responding to key child protection issues 

2,800 170 - 2,000 170 0 

HIV and AIDS       

Number of HIV-positive patients with access to 
the uninterrupted ARV treatment 

NA NA NA 16,00011 8,479 +8,479 

Number of pregnant women tested for HIV NA NA NA 30,000 - - 

                                                 
10 UNICEF provides water treatment chemicals to water supply companies in the most critical areas. Once water is treated, this 
impacts on the indicated figure of beneficiaries. This is a monthly coverage, with the same number of beneficiaries being reached 
every month. 
11 The final figures of indicators mentioned above, were identified within the process of preparation of the UNICEF application to 
the Global Fund and confirmed by both Lugansk and Donetsk AIDS Centres (NGCA), so that previous indicators were revised and 
correspondingly updated (i.e. from 12, 000 to 16,000 patients on ART and 38,000 to 30,000 pregnant women to be tested on HIV 
during pregnancy respectively). 
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Human Resources – Status of Additional Staff Needs for Humanitarian Programmes 
# of additional staff needs 

for humanitarian 
programme 

# of additional  currently in 
country 

# of additional staff funded 
but not yet in country 

# of additional staff not 
funded 

  
 

70   

Total # of Country Office staff pre-emergency: 70 

 
Supply and Logistics 

Sector UNICEF Humanitarian Supply Plan UNICEF Warehouse 

  
Total Value of 

Supply Plan 
(Sales Orders) 

Total Value of 
Supplies 
Ordered 

(Purchase 
Orders) 

Total Value of 
Supplies 

Delivered* 

Total Value of 
Supplies in 

UNICEF 
Warehouse 

Total Value of 
Contingency 

Stock 

Nutrition - - - - - 

Health - - 15,484.37 21,013.55 - 

WASH 221,846.10 2,585,794.81 21,743.96 36,224.87 - 

Child Protection  - 170,177.12 39,205.00 - - 

Education 157,519.37 195,066.31 532,175.22 576,446.63 - 

HIV & AIDS 390.00 384.05 127,367.33 - - 

Cross-Sectoral - - 35,332.58 35,071.26 - 

* ‘Delivered’ is defined as left the UNICEF Warehouse. Does not include items delivered directly to partners. 

 
The above data is as of 28 February COB. Cross-Sectoral data are C4D materials. The education supplies 
valued at $400,695.56 USD (fifteen 20-ton trucks) were delivered by UNICEF to the Logistics Cluster 
warehouse in Dnipro on 7 February. The Logistics Cluster then delivered the convoy of supplies to the 
Donetsk Development Center on 23 February. The HIV/AIDS supplies (ARVs) valued at $127,367.33 USD (a 
refrigerator truck) were released from UNICEF’s warehouse on 28 February 2017 to be transported by the 
Logistics Cluster to Donetsk AIDS Center on 2 March 2017. 


