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1  Target was revised downwards during Mid-year Review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 on recommendation from the WASH cluster and OCHA 

due to the adoption of new beneficiary counting guidelines. 
2 The UNICEF target includes children and their families who received psychosocial support services, professionals trained in identifying and responding to key 

child protection issues and mine risk education (MRE), whereas the Cluster target does not include beneficiaries of MRE. 
3 Target was revised upwards during Mid-year review of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017 following slightly improved access to NGCA in 

cooperation with UNHCR and new implementing partners. 
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Nutrition 20,000 8,380 NA NA 

Health 20,000 676 NA NA 

WASH1 2,100,000 1,296,570 3,020,000 2,705,433 

Child 

Protection2 
601,000 823,080  123,875 176,643 

Education3 224,000 151,141 252,930 189,042 

HIV & AIDS 46,000 36,633 NA NA 

  

Highlights 
• UNICEF has established 11 parenting rooms in 

health facilities of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 

along the contact line.  More than 7,000 children 

and their parents have benefited from these 

services.  

• During the reporting period, UNICEF provided 

psychosocial support to over 13,700 children on 

both sides of the contact line in Donetsk and 

Luhansk regions. 

• UNICEF digital campaign on MRE (from June to 

November) focusing on safe behaviour practices, 

concluded this month, reaching more than 1.8 

million children on living in the Eastern Ukraine. 

 

 

1 November – 30 November 2017 

 

1, 000,000 

# of children in need, out of 

3,800,000 

# of people in need 

(HAC January 2017) 

 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

222,643 

# of children, out of 

1, 604 059   

# of people registered as IDPs 

(Ministry of Social Policy, 25 October 2017) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 

US$ 31.2 million 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

 
The situation in eastern Ukraine remains tense. In November, political instability increased in the non-

government controlled areas (NGCAs) Luhansk.  While reportedly no civilians were targeted, nor armed 

clashes between the conflicting parties registered so far, the general situation remains unpredictable.  

 

The overall security situation in communities along the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk regions remains 

unstable and slightly deteriorating, with daily ceasefire violations threatening the well-being of children and 

their families. During November, the daily shelling and shooting also damaged two educational facilities. 

One of these attacks in the NGCA city of Dokuchaievsk on November 20th, damaged a kindergarten in which 

50 children as well as parents and staff were present, though no injuries were reported.4 UNICEF continues 

to advocate with both sides for an end to attacks of schools and kindergartens and the removal of military 

presence from all educational facilities in line with the “Safe Schools” declaration.  

 

With the onset of below-zero temperatures across eastern Ukraine, continued damages to water, heating 

and electrical infrastructure is creating further hardship for children. Key water filtration and pumping 

stations – including those with potentially dangerous liquefied chlorine – as well as a reservoir were hit by 

shelling and small arms in November though with comparatively minor damages compared to preceding 

months.  The onset of strong winter-like weather conditions affecting the eastern part of the country are 

exacerbating already weak health systems as many conflict-damaged medical points remain unrepaired or 

are housed in temporary locations ranging from former administration buildings to classrooms in active 

schools. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership & Coordination 

 
UNICEF continues to work with the Ukraine Humanitarian Country Team (UHCT), coordinating the 

Education and WASH Clusters, the Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Working Group. UNICEF 

is also an active member of the Health Cluster as well as the HIV/Tuberculosis/Opioid Substitution 

Treatment and Mine Action Sub-Clusters. In November 2017, the WASH and the Education Clusters, and 

the Child Protection Sub-cluster finalized inputs to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) and 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), which will be publicly released in the first week of December. 

 

The Education cluster is undertaking a series of capacity strengthening activities for education officials and 

other partners in Education in Emergencies and Conflict Sensitive Education that will be finalized in 

December. These trainings aim at strengthening the capacity of the Ministry of Education and Science 

(MoES), regional department of MoES, relevant local authorities and education cluster partners in 

addressing the impact of the conflict on students and educators whilst preparing for the eventual transition 

of cluster functions. The WASH Cluster was invited to a conference in Berlin alongside with OCHA and other 

partners organized by People in Need and ACF together with the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

share main findings on how to work constructively for sustainable solutions to water supply systems in 

Donetsk and Luhansk. At the end of the month, the WASH Cluster along with UNICEF also presented 

suggestions on stabilizing water supply systems in the conflict-affected areas of Eastern Ukraine to the 

OSCE headquarters in Vienna. 

 

                                                
4 OSCE Report November 23rd, 2017 http://www.osce.org/special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine/358736 
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Cooperation continues with the Government and de facto authorities, and as well as with international non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) and other UN Agencies.   

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF, in close coordination with other UN agencies as well as the government and de facto 

representatives on the ground, manages its emergency response programme on both sides of the contact 

line through its field offices and presence in Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, Luhansk and 

Mariupol. UNICEF continues to address the needs of the most vulnerable children by ensuring their access 

to water and sanitation, education, safe learning spaces, child protection community-based services, and 

immediate psychosocial support services (PSS). UNICEF also continues to enhance access to immunization 

and life-saving maternal and child health services, including the promotion of adequate infant and young 

child- feeding practices. 

 

Additionally, in actively promoting the adoption of the ‘Safe School Declaration’ by the Government of 

Ukraine, UNICEF continues to monitor and report on children in conflict-affected areas, focusing on 

preventing the separation of children from their families during evacuations.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

HEALTH & NUTRITION  

  

In November, UNICEF and its partners enhanced the capacity of 143 health workers and 129 mothers on 
Infant Young Child Feeding (IYCF) and immunization through eight training sessions organized in Luhansk 

GCAs. In Donetsk GCAs, 175 health workers were trained on immunisation and 48 health workers were 

trained on IYCF through seven sessions.  

 

To ensure an integrated health emergency response for the conflict-affected population living along the 

contact line in Donetsk oblast, staff of selected hospitals and pharmacies near the contact line in GCAs were 

trained on using an electronic database for delivering vouchers for essential medicines to pregnant and 

lactating women and children under five. Implementation began in November and will eventually benefit 

676 children under five and pregnant and lactating women. 

 

UNICEF in partnership with P&G have established 11 parenting rooms in health facilities of Donetsk and 

Luhansk oblasts located along the contact line, benefitting up to 7,000 children and their parents. The 

parenting rooms provide improved access to basic hygiene practices, privacy for breastfeeding and access 

to child-friendly spaces. Informational materials on hygiene and child health are also available to the visitors 

of the parenting rooms. P&G Ukraine has supported UNICEF emergency response through the donation of 

USD 100,000 in March 2017. The joint initiative has enabled the renovation and refurbishment of parenting 

rooms in health facilities and enhanced the capacity of medical staff to adequately guide mothers and 

caregivers accessing these facilities. 

 

WASH 

 

In November, UNICEF continued to provide liquefied chlorine gas to six filter stations and sodium 

hypochlorite to ten production departments of Voda Donbasa, reaching 1,351,100 people. UNICEF also 

continued to support the rehabilitation of Voda Donbasa and Vodokanal water and power supply 

infrastructure. Installation of a frequency converter at Starokrymska pumping station serving Mariupol city 

contributed to the energy efficiency of Voda Donbasa. This new equipment enabled the new pump to 

function in a controlled manner, prevent from overpressure and will contribute to significant energy savings 
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and reduction of operational costs. Estimated number of beneficiaries is 350 000. Works on the replacement 

of pipes at Sartana pumping station operated by Mariupol Vodokanal were completed by the partner in 

November. Replacement of water pipes in the residential areas of Avdiivka, Toretsk and Lysychansk in 

GCAs are ongoing.  All these cities are located close to the contact line and experience regular interruptions 

of water supply.   

 

UNICEF, in partnership with UNHCR, has reached 266 beneficiaries with hygiene supplies in Luhansk city, 

NGCAs in November. The distribution of hygiene kits in Luhansk NGCAs will continue in December as 

UNICEF delivered 1,900 additional hygiene kits to Luhansk, NGCAs. 

  

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

 

During the month of November, UNICEF with implementing partners provided training to 935 education 

professionals and parents on psychosocial support to children. Through direct service provision in nine 

Community Protection Centres (CPCs) and via mobile outreach, UNICEF continued to provide 

psychosocial assistance to 12,617 children within the GCAs (Luhansk, Donetsk Oblasts). Also, 2,078 

children (1,005 girls/1,073 boys) were included in the capacity building programme on providing peer to 

peer psychological support in schools.  

 

In the NGCAs, UNICEF assisted a total of 1,100 people, including 693 children, with psychosocial support 

in the form of play/art therapy, life skills training, social and professional orientation, and sport activities 

through three youth centers and one CPC in Donetsk and Luhansk NGCAs.  In the framework of Luhansk 

CPC activities, 50 vulnerable families with 75 children were provided with comprehensive psychosocial 

support and 665 beneficiaries were reached via psychological, informative, sociocultural activities and 

individual counselling. 

 

To prevent child separation and acute vulnerabilities, case management support was provided to 46 most 

vulnerable families who received tailored social services in Donetsk NGCAs through 215 visits by 5 mobile 

teams.  The support is also intended to improve parental and care giver capacities to better care and 

support for their children’s development. 

 

EDUCATION  

 

In November, 328 teachers from schools in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts in areas along the contact line in 

GCAs were trained in life skills education, benefitting over 13,200 boys and girls. To ensure continued access 

to education, UNICEF supplied 43 education facilities with school equipment and three facilities benefitted 

from sports kits reaching 3,707 children in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts GCAs. 

 

UNICEF advocacy efforts in support of the ‘Safe School Declaration’ were echoed in public commitments 

made by Ukraine during the Security Council debate in New York on 31 October, 2017 at which the 

government explicitly endorsed the declaration.  The ‘Safe Schools Declaration’ is a public statement of a 

State’s aspirational commitment to prevent attacks on and to limit the military use of educational 

institutions to the greatest extent possible. It aims to instill a shift in practice in order to better safeguard 

the civilian character of educational facilities, and, by extension, to enhance their protection from attack.  

As of November 2017, 63 states have endorsed the Declaration worldwide. 
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HIV & AIDS 

 

To prevent the interruption of Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART) for HIV-positive people living in NGCAs of 

Donetsk and Lugansk regions, UNICEF continued to procure and distribute life-saving anti-retroviral 

medicines (ARVs) and diagnostics reagents. To date, UNICEF has reached more than 11,700 people with 

ARVs and diagnostics reagents for HIV.  In the GCAs, the Ministry of Health with UNICEF support provides 

ART services for people living with HIV. Therapy groups and training sessions continued to be provided to 

most at risk adolescents in HIV prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration, reaching in total 379 children 

and adolescents during the reported period in NGCAs.  

 

Communication for Development (C4D)
 

UNICEF’s digital campaign (from June to November 2017) on MRE safe behaviour practices concluded this 

month reaching more than 1.8 million children living in the Eastern part of Ukraine. According to the post-

campaign survey in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, the ability to identify risky areas in terms of landmines 

and UXO among children has increased by 15% and the ability to identify suspicious and dangerous objects 

increased by 20% among teenaged children living in those oblasts. 

 

Media & External Communication 
 

On 20-30 November, UNICEF CO together with the RO organized a multimedia mission to collect photo, 

video and text stories on the impact of the conflict on children and their families in eastern Ukraine for 

dissemination at the regional and global levels. 

 

UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living along the contact line, through its social media 

platforms - Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  - that have - combined - almost 90,000 daily followers. 

 

Security 

The human rights situation continues to be dismal for children living in the area affected by conflict, 

especially those living along the contact line. Despite two ceasefire renewals, hostilities continue, 

resulting in additional civilian casualties in November. During the reporting period, OHCHR recorded 25 

conflict-related civilian casualties in 11 locations of Donetsk Luhansk and Cherkasy regions, killing five 

people (four men and a boy) and injuring 20 (nine men, eight women, two boys and a girl). All fatalities 

were the result of mines and other ERW. Two men were killed and a woman and three men were injured in 

mine-related incidents while other ERW killed two men and a boy and further injured four women, two 

men and two boys, highlighting the continued importance of mine-risk education.  
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Funding Requirements 

 

 
 

 

 

Next SitRep: 15/01/2017 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 

UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: www.unicef.org/appeals/ukraine.html 

 

 

 

Whom to 

contact 

for further 

information: 

Giovanna Barberis 

Country Representative 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email: 

gbarberis@unicef.org 

 

Natasha Stojkovska 

Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email: 

nstojkovska@unicef.org 

Nina Sorokopud 

Communication Specialist 

UNICEF Country Office in 

Ukraine 

Tel: +38 044 521 0125 

Fax: +38 044 230 2506 

Email:  

nsorokopud@unicef.org 

 

 

 

 

  

$ %

Nutrition 500,000                   500,000 100%

Health 4,500,000 670,188                3,829,812 85%

Water, sanitation and hygiene 10,000,000 2,869,173                 7,130,827 71%

Child protection 5,500,000 1,467,131                4,032,869 73%

Education 5,200,000 1,165,662                 4,034,338 78%

HIV and AIDS 5,000,000 4,302,701                   697,299 14%

Cluster/sector coordination 500,000 64,370                    435,630 87%

Sub-total 31,200,000 10,539,225              20,660,775 66%

Carry-forward to 2017 3,745,955

Total 31,200,000 14,285,180              16,914,820 54%

*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received
Funding gap

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2017 for a period of 12 months)


