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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

Funding Status 2019 

Funds received to date

Funding gap

Indicators UNICEF 
Target 

WASH:  Number of people accessing sufficient quantity of 
water of appropriate quality for drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene 

197,000 

Education:  Number of children accessing formal or non-
formal basic education  184,467 

Health:  Number of boys and girls immunized against 
measles 489,866 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 6 to 59 months who 
received Vitamin A supplementation in the first and second  
semester 

745,074 

Child Protection: Number of children registered as 
unaccompanied or separated receiving appropriate 
alternative care services 

7,368 

 
Highlights 
 In January, Uganda received nearly 5,900 refugees, including 

3,534 children, from South Sudan, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) and Burundi. 

 Uganda remains free of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) with no 
cases reported. This is attributed to the heightened Ebola 
preparedness and prevention interventions in the areas of WASH 
and risk communication and social mobilisation. 

 Nearly 200,000 household visits were conducted through 
UNICEF supported risk communication and mobilisation 
activities. 

 The Government of Uganda with support from UNICEF is 
containing the on-going cholera and measles outbreaks. 

 The draft Education Response Plans for Arua, Moyo and Yumbe 
have been shared with task force members for review, and a 
training on Minimum Standards for Education in Emergencies 
was conducted with education stakeholders in Arua district. 

 UNICEF’s Humanitarian Appeal for Children is only nine per cent 
funded, potentially hindering the organisation’s response to the 
urgent needs of children and women affected by emergencies in 
2019. 

JANUARY 2019 
 

2.4 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance* 
(UNICEF HAC 2019) 

 
4 million  
# of people in need of humanitarian assistance (*)  
(UNICEF HAC 2019) 
 

723,548 
# of refugee children (OPM, Pro Gres V4)  

 
1,205,913  
# of refugees (OPM, Pro Gres V4) 
 
(*) Figure represents planned number of people or children in need 
of humanitarian assistance in Uganda in 2019 after experiencing 
the shock of refugee influx, disease outbreaks and hydro-
meteorological hazards such as floods and landslides.  

 
UNICEF Appeal 2019 

US $51.76 million 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

2019 funding 
requirement: 
US$ 51.76M 

Funds received 
current year: 
US$ 0 

Carry-  
Forward amount: 
US$ 4.975M 

Funding Gap:  
US$ 46.789M 

 

Currently, the entire amount available of USD 4,975,411 is 
carried forward from 2018. Carried forward funds are 
provisional and subject to change. 
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REPORTING PERIOD: JANUARY 2019 

2019 UNICEF Response with Partners 
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According to UNHCR and Office of the Prime Minister (OPM), Uganda received nearly 5,900 refugees from South Sudan, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi, with the majority coming from DRC in the month of January. Sixty 
percent of the refugee population are children. The political and humanitarian situations remain unpredictable in both 
South Sudan and the DRC. Refugees from South Sudan are in fear of attacks by fighters from either side of the conflict 
inside the country, while those from DRC report inter-ethnic clashes and fear of post -election violence. Burundians indicate 
several reasons for leaving their country including insecurity and family reunification.  
 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) launched the Health Sector Integrated Refugee Response Plan 2019 – 2024 on January. The 
plan is expected to cost an estimated $583.4 million and will see the Government strengthen the provision, quality and 
coverage of health services in refugee hosting districts. Speaking at the launch, Uganda’s Prime Minister Ruhakana 
Rugunda said including refugees in the National Development Plan demonstrates Uganda’s commitment to the principle 
of ‘leave no one behind’ in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development1.   
 
Disease outbreaks 
Ebola Preparedness and Response: Uganda remains EVD free, and the MoH has not reported any confirmed cases in the 
country. Community based surveillance for EVD cross border activities between DRC and Uganda continues, including 
coordinated contact tracing.  
 
Cholera: As of 31 January 2019, 45 cumulative cases had been reported with two community deaths (CFR = 4.4 per cent). 
Since the outbreak on 4 January 2019, 12 out of 15 samples collected tested positive for Vibrio Cholerae 01 Ogawa.  
 
Measles: As of 31 January 2019, the expanded programme on immunisation (EPI) of the Ministry of Health investigated and 
confirmed a measles outbreak in 7 out of 12 districts that had suspected cases. This outbreak is a continuation of the 2018 
measles outbreak that affected 79 districts in Uganda. 
 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The Department of Refugees in the OPM and UNHCR are the lead coordinators of the refugee response in the country. 
UNICEF co-chairs the Refugee Child Protection Sub Working Group with UNHCR; the Refugee WASH Working Group with the 
Ministry of Water and Environment; as well as the National Nutrition in Emergency and IMAM Working Group with the 
Ministry of Health (Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition). The OPM’s Department of Disaster Preparedness 
coordinates and leads the country’s humanitarian response efforts, primarily through a National Disaster Risk Reduction 
Platform. The National Platform and District Disaster Management Committees coordinate response to disasters caused 
by natural hazards and internal displacement caused by floods or conflict, while humanitarian response to disease 
outbreaks is coordinated through a multi-stakeholder National Task Force co-chaired by the Ministry of Health and WHO. 
UNICEF continues to co-chair the Risk Communication and Social Mobilisation sub-committee of the NTF. District led 
epidemic disease control task forces support the local level containment of disease outbreaks. UNICEF provides technical 
support within these humanitarian coordination mechanisms, particularly in the WASH, Child Protection, Health, Nutrition 
and Education sectors at national and district levels, and within the Cash Working Group.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF supports the implementation of durable solutions to chronic displacement in Uganda in line with the Refugees and 
Host Population Empowerment Strategic Framework, Settlement Transformation Agenda and the Comprehensive 
Refugee Response Framework. UNICEF in partnership with the Government supports efforts to adapt its nutrition, health, 
WASH, child protection, education and social protection systems to humanitarian situations. Using a decentralized 
approach, UNICEF strengthens its humanitarian response, including localizing capacity building, monitoring and reporting 
and procuring essential equipment and supplies. Community-based support will improve the delivery of targeted 
protection and basic services for affected children and adolescents. UNICEF with the Government and partners at the 
national and sub-national levels are strengthening multi-year planning processes to leverage domestic and international 
resources for at-risk communities. Government contingency planning and response efforts are supported to mitigate the 
effects of disease outbreaks and natural disasters. In high-risk communities, applying and scaling up existing civic 
engagement platforms, such as U-report to promote accountability to affected populations, build linkages between 
communities and local governments and guide responsive district and sub-district planning and budgeting. Gender, HIV 
and AIDS, conflict sensitivity and communication for development programming are mainstreamed into all interventions. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
Refugee Response 
                                                        
1 https://www.independent.co.ug/government-launches-5-year-refugee-health-plan/ 
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Child Protection 
In January 2019, UNICEF strengthened the delivery of child protection services in nine refugee hosting districts through its 
partners. This included provision of regular recreational and psychosocial support in 43 Child Friendly Spaces for refugee 
children from South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Follow-up monitoring visits were conducted to 
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) to support them in alternative care arrangements. In addition, group and 
dialogue sessions with foster parents and caregivers providing care to UASC were conducted to strengthen parenting skills 
and quality of care provided and provide space for regular dialogue.  
 
Nutrition 
Sixty-six health workers (both government and partners) in the West Nile Region and 112 in the South Western Region were 
trained on the health management and information system (HMIS) with a special focus on nutrition data.  The training was 
intended for the participants to appreciate the changes in the revised HMIS for nutrition that will see refugee data 
integrated into the national reporting system. UNICEF also strengthened interagency coordination in the districts through 
integrated sector monitoring visits.  
 
Health 
UNICEF provided technical support to the development of the Integrated Health Sector Refugee plan including procuring 
services of a health economist who costed the plan.  
 
Education 
In the national Education in Emergencies Working Group, UNICEF is co-leading a task team supporting the development 
of District Education Response Plans in Lamwo, Koboko, Arua, Adjumani, Yumbe and Moyo districts. This builds on the 
technical support UNICEF has provided to districts since mid-2o18 to contextualize and operationalize the national 
Education Response Plan for planning of integrated, needs-informed education response for refugee and host 
communities. UNICEF partner, War Child Canada participated in a five-day training of trainers (ToT) on Accelerated 
Education Programme (AEP) revised curriculum organised by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and facilitated by the 
National Curriculum Development Council (NCDC) in Arua. This is in line with efforts to harmonise AEP service delivery 
among partners in the region. The education sector is still facing challenges of a high ratio of learners to the caregivers and 
low turn-out of male parents for parenting sessions in ECD. 
 
Communicable Diseases  
Cholera outbreak 
UNICEF provided Kampala Capital City authority (KCCA) with one cholera kit to support case management; five boxes of 
water purification tablets and about 10,000 IEC materials to support risk communication and social mobilization. This is in 
addition to technical support to KCCA to develop a comprehensive response plan and mapping of high risk areas for focused 
response.  
 
Measles outbreak 
UNICEF supported affected districts with microplanning for Reaching Every District (RED)/ Reach Every Child/Community 
(REC) to implement coverage and equity recommendations in districts reporting measles outbreaks. A multi-antigen catch-
up vaccination campaign is being implemented in 11 refugee hosting districts. Uganda is planning for a national campaign 
and introduction of measles and rubella containing vaccine scheduled for the last quarter of 2019. 
 

Ebola Preparedness  
As part of the national EVD preparedness, UNICEF and partners continue to support the National and District Task Force 
meetings and provide technical assistance to national and district-level partners, with a focus on risk communication, social 
mobilization, psychosocial support and infection prevention and control through WASH and nutrition services. UNICEF 
supported planning and implementation of guidance on nutrition in the EVD context, and 138 health workers were trained 
on Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) in three high risk EVD districts (Isingiro, Kamwenge, Kyegegwa). Since 2018, 271 
health workers have been trained on IYCF and EVD. 

In WASH, 50 solar chlorine generators procured by UNICEF were distributed in 14 high risk districts of Kasese, 
Bundibugyo, Ntoroko, Kabalore, Rubirizi, Rukungiri, Bunyangabo, Kanungu, Kisoro, Kikuube, Hoima, Kamwenge, 
Kyegegwa, Isingir in selected health facilities. This equipment is part of a longerterm approach to strengthen the district 
capacity for institutional sanitation and hygiene in health facilities and reduce their dependency on regular procurement 
of chlorine. Training on the use of the chlorine generators is going on at health facility level. 
 
Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement and Social Mobilisation 
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Extensive support for implementation of EVD risk communication, social mobilisation and community engagement 
activities is ongoing in 20 high-risk districts bordering DRC, including two central Uganda districts of Kampala and Wakiso. 
UNICEF is supporting public awareness through radio talk shows (an average of five to six radio talk shows per district) and 
broadcast of EVD radio spots using 19 regional FM stations. District specific mobilisation of key influencers is ongoing in 
the 20 high risk districts. This includes use of direct and two-way communication approaches such as orientation sessions 
for religious leaders, school head-teachers, traditional/cultural leaders and health workers. An average of 180 key 
influencers per district have been oriented. Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials have been 
distributed to complement the community mobilisation activities. In partnership with Uganda Red Cross Society, extensive 
community/household-based interpersonal communication and community engagement is ongoing in seven high-risk 
districts of Kisoro, Kanungu, Bundibugyo, Ntoroko, Bunyangabu, Kabarole and Kasese. The activities include house-to-
house visits, community meetings and dialogues. In January, a total of 52,306 household visits were conducted reaching 
196,100 people, with 1,180 community/group meetings reaching an additional 86,241 people. 
 
Funding  
UNICEF’s 2019 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda is US$ 51,764,731 million. To date, US$ 4,975,411 
(carried forward from 2018) is available to support vulnerable women and children in Uganda, leaving a funding gap of 
$46,789,320 (90 per cent). With the continued influx of refugees from the DRC and South Sudan, as well as other 
humanitarian needs in the country, including EVD preparedness and food insecurity, additional funding is urgently needed. 
UNICEF extends it gratitude to the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, the United Kingdom Department 
for International Development (DFID), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the European 
Commission (ECHO), the Government of Japan, the United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF, the United States Fund for 
UNICEF and the Belgian Committee for UNICEF for their contributions (US$13,875,872) in 2018; some of the funds 
(US$ 4,975,411) were carried forward to 2019 to support continuation of humanitarian interventions. UNICEF seeks 
additional funding to complement the Government’s efforts to protect the rights of children affected by the emergencies 
in 2019. 

Funding Requirements 2019 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 
Funds 

Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition 7,703,412 0 247,449 7,455,963 97 

Health 9,190,623 0 421,471 8,769,152 95 
Water, sanitation & 
hygiene 12,170,004 0 551,589 11,618,415 95 

Child Protection 6,912,427 0 837,250 6,075,177 88 

Education 14,351,658 0 2,648,292 11,703,366 82 

HIV and AIDS 1,436,607 0 269,361 1,167,247 81 

Total 51,764,731 0 4,975,411 46,789,320 90 
 
(*) The requirement for cross sectoral support has been included in sub-costs for Nutrition, Health, WASH, Child Protection, Education and 
HIV/AIDS. 
(*) Carry forward is provisional and subject to change 

 
Twitter @UNICEFUganda:      https://twitter.com/UNICEFUganda 
Facebook @UNICEFUganda: https://web.facebook.com/unicefuganda/ 
Instagram @UNICEFUganda: https://www.instagram.com/unicefuganda/ 
Website@UNICEFUganda:     https://www.unicef.org/uganda/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Doreen Mulenga 
Representativa,  
UNICEF Uganda 
Tel: +256 4 1717 1001 
Fax: +256 4 1423 5660 
Email: 

Stefano Pizzi 
Chief, Field Ops / Emergency 
UNICEF Uganda 
Tel: +256 3 1231 3800 
Fax: +256 4 1423 5660 
Email: spizzi@unicef.org 

Boiketho Murima 
Emergency Specialist  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 3 1231 3800 
Fax: +256 4 1423 5660 
Email: bmurima@unicef.org 
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ANNEX A: 2019 PROGRAMME INDICATORS AND TARGETS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
    *Results to be reported starting February 2019 Sitrep 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Uganda Humanitarian Targets 2019 2019 Targets 

NUTRITION   

Number of children aged 6-59 months who received vitamin A 
supplementation in semester 1 and 2 745,074 

Number of children aged 6-59 months affected by severe acute malnutrition 
admitted for treatment 

22,278 

EDUCATION  

Number of children accessing formal or non -formal early childhood 
education/pre-primary education 108,704 

Number of children accessing formal or non-formal basic education 75,763 
HEALTH  

Number of boys and girls immunized against measles 489,866 
Number of people reached with key health/educational messages 1,963,705 
WASH  

Number of people accessing sufficient quantity of water of appropriate 
quality for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

197,000 

Number of people accessing appropriate sanitation facilities and living in 
environments free of open defecation 255,100 

HIV/AIDS  
Number of positive children continuing to receive antiretroviral treatment 3,433 
Number of HIV-positive pregnant women receiving treatment to prevent 
mother to child transmission 942 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children registered as unaccompanied or separated receiving 
appropriate alternative care services  

7,368 

Number of children benefiting from psychosocial support 47,824 
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ANNEX B      SUMMARY OF 2018 PROGRAMME RESULTS 

UNICEF Uganda Humanitarian Targets 2018 
2018 

Targets 
2018 

Results 
NUTRITION (*)(***) 

Number of children aged 6-59 months who received vitamin A supplements in 
semester 1 in humanitarian situations  

663,036 653,434 

Number of pregnant women who received iron and folic acid supplements or 
multiple micronutrient supplements in humanitarian situations  

129,920 197,146 

Number of children aged 6-59 months affected by severe acute malnutrition who 
are admitted into treatment in humanitarian situations 

21,914 25,150 

EDUCATION   

Number of children and adolescents accessing formal or informal education 
(including pre-primary school/early childhood learning spaces) 

123,361 45,775 

HEALTH (***)   

Number of children aged 6 months to 15 years in humanitarian situations who are 
vaccinated against measles 

776,900 475,727 

Number of people in humanitarian situations reached with key life- saving and 
behaviour change messages on public health risks 1,603,911 1,966,199 

WASH   

Number of people in humanitarian situations accessing sufficient quantity of 
water of appropriate quality for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

133,000 146,946 

Number of people in humanitarian situations accessing appropriate sanitation 
facilities and living in environments free of open defecation 

190,000 148,178 

HIV/AIDS (**)(***)   

UNICEF targeted HIV positive children continued to receive antiretroviral therapy 3,513 4,418 

CHILD PROTECTION   

Number of children registered as unaccompanied or separated receiving 
appropriate alternative care services  

16,544 4,748 

Number of children benefiting from psychosocial support 279,704 90,700 

 
* In the last quarter of 2018, the Nutrition Sector Working Group with leadership from MoH recommended that reporting of nutrition results be maintained at district level and 
not sub county level in line with the UNICEF support provided. The achievements made for nutrition reflect the UNICEF investment of core and other resources. 
 (**) The HIV AIDS achievements indicated were made possible by UNICEF investment of core and other resources. HIV and AIDS results were reported using district-wide 
data for nationals and refugees in all 11 refugee-hosting districts.  
(***) While 2018 reports from the health management information system represent both nationals and refugees, in 2019, the Ministry of Health plans to roll out the revised 
health management information system tools, which will enable reporting on disaggregated data. 
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