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Natural Hazards 

 
 
 
 

 

Indicator 
UNICEF  
Targets 

2017 

UNICEF 
Cumulative 

Results as of April 
2017 

Number of people accessing safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

530,000 179,987 

Number of children and adolescents accessing 
formal or informal education 

179,800 79,338 

Number of children immunised against Measles 1,023,000 67,895 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months receiving 
vitamin A supplementation 

446,395 42,692 

Number of unaccompanied and/or separated 
children receiving appropriate alternative care 
services 

32,640 9,411 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 

 Bidibidi settlement, which is now the largest refugee settlement in 
Africa, is home to over 157,000 children from South Sudan who have 
arrived since the 2016 July crisis. Other new South Sudanese refugee 
arrivals are settled in Palorinya (148,381), Rhino (86,770), Imvepi 
(55,778) and Lamwo (5,738). 

 Cholera preparedness and response is expected to benefit from new 
Ministry of Health National guidelines for the prevention of Cholera and 
administration of the oral cholera vaccine (OCV).  

 Monthly health facility nutrition data in the Karamoja region continues 
to report a deteriorating nutrition status with increased admission of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases into Outpatient Therapeutic 
Centres (OTCs) and Inpatient Therapeutic Centres (ITCs) across the 
region. 

 Although rains have started across the country, several areas suffered 
from intermittent or scarce precipitations and remain under watch 
conditions in Karamoja, Acholi and the Western region. 

 UNICEF in collaboration with the Office of the Prime Minister’s 
Department for Refugees and Disaster Preparedness Departments and 
Ministry of Local Government conducted district level contingency risk 
informed planning training for 79 Trainers of Trainers in Fort Portal and 
West Nile. The training is aimed at integrating risk in District 
Development Plans and Budget Framework papers. 

 

519,572 
Refugee children (<18 years) from South 

Sudan  

(OPM and UNHCR reports as of 24 April 2017)  

770,339 
Refugee children and women from South 

Sudan 
(OPM and UNHCR as of 20 April 2017) 

 

1,199,051 
All refugees and asylum seekers 

(OPM and UNHCR as of 1 April 2017) 
 

 

UNICEF Uganda Appeal 2017 
US$ 52.87 million required 

Funding Gap 87% 
 

 

Funding Status

Funds received to date
Funding gap
Carry forward
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UNICEF Response with partners 

2017 funding 
requirement: 

$52.87M 

Funding Gap:  
$46.16M 

Carry Forward: 
$2.97M 

Funds received 
to date: 
$3.74M 

*Funds available include funding received against the 
2017 appeal as well as US$ 2,968,190 carried forward 
from 2016. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Refugees 
The number of refugees coming to Uganda remained high across the border entry points with an average 
daily arrival of 2,159 South Sudanese refugees according to UNHCR and the Office of the Prime Minister 
(OPM). On 12 April 2017, OPM and UNHCR expanded the current hosting capacity with a new settlement in 
Lamwo district at Palabek with an estimated capacity of 30,000 refugees. This settlement is expected to host 
most of the refugees coming from the eastern part of South Sudan. By 23 April, a total of 5,738 refugees had 
been settled at Palabek. Since early April, the trend of new arrivals has changed drastically as OPM/ UNHCR 
have observed a larger than usual number of male youths among new refugees. OPM/UNHCR are currently 
carrying out biometric registration, which will provide detailed information on this new trend. The 
establishment of basic services such as water, shelter, health and nutrition care has been accelerated.  
 
The Uganda Solidarity Summit on refugees and host communities has been confirmed by the Government 
of Uganda (GoU), and will commence with the arrival of UN Secretary General on 21 June 2017, and field visits 
on 22 June and ending with the actual Summit on 23 June. Preparations are intensifying across the 
Government and UN Country Team, with the OPM steering the organization with support from the Office of 
the UN Secretary General and the UN family in Uganda. UNICEF is participating in the preparatory meetings 
and is part of several committees, including the organization of field visit to refugee hosting districts and 
side-events on youth and girls. 
 
WFP, OPM and UNHCR are planning to carry out a Refugee Household Vulnerability and Targeting study by 
end of August 2017. In the context of the protracted nature of the refugee situation in Uganda, it is a common 
belief that following a prolonged period of displacement not all refugees have the same needs for 
humanitarian assistance.  In light of increasing global competition over funds it is envisaged that the Uganda 
refugee operation will receive less funding in the coming years. This study will assist in making decisions that 
are evidence-based and present a detailed analysis on the possibility of targeting for food assistance based 
on vulnerability and socioeconomic profiles.  
 
Refugees and host communities food security and nutrition:   
According to the Food and Security Nutrition Assessment completed in January 2017, the GAM percentage 
in refugee camps indicates levels below the World Health Organisation “serious” level of 10 per cent for the 
majority of camps except for Rhino camp which is at 14.2 per cent and has received a large number of new 
arrivals. All of the camps show an improvement in their GAM rates (GAM rate of under 10 per cent with the 
exception of Rhino), particularly those in South Western Uganda. 
 
Food Security in the general population 
Since November 2016, the effects of prolonged dry conditions combined with erratic rainfall has impacted 
on the general food security in Karamoja and the neighboring Teso region. In Teso, Busoga and East Central 
regions of Uganda where there are two rainy seasons in a year, poor households experienced two consecutive 
seasons of below average production. Household food stocks were depleted in January, four months earlier 
than normal. Many are engaged in casual labor opportunities and are selling additional livestock to fund food 
purchases, but face typically high food prices. Poor households are able to minimally meet their basic food 
needs, however they lack income to afford essential non-food needs and are under stress. 
 
Although scarce and intermittent rains in Karamoja allowed pasture regeneration, thus attracting people 
across the Uganda-Kenya border in Kaabong, Amudat and Nakapiripirit, mostly close to water points. 
 
On health service delivery, the dry condition for the pastoral communities has led to movement of population 
in search of food and water for their cattle. This has inevitably impacted on the need to expand the outreach 
sites with limited logistics, challenges in accessing children for immunization and follow up especially for 
HIV/AIDS programming. In Karamoja, in schools where food is served for lunch to pupils, there is a significant 
disruption of teaching activities, especially for primary one and two classes. In fact, these classes are attended 
by underage children who come to school on daily basis in order to eat with their siblings who are officially 
enrolled in those classes. 
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Crop-eating caterpillars known as fall armyworms are spreading across Uganda, raising fears for the East 
Africa region. The pests have appeared in 60 districts, attacking up to 40 per cent of the maize in some areas. 
Authorities warn they could wipe out 11 per cent of the country’s annual four-million-metric-ton maize 
output. 
 
The Karamoja region reports deterioration in the nutrition 
situation, with increased admission of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) cases into Outpatient Therapeutic Centers (OTCs) and 
Inpatient Therapeutic Centres (ITCs) in most districts of the region. 
The same trend is reported by WFP for moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) and may continue until June 2017, i.e. the 
seasonal lean period in most areas of Uganda with more severe 
impact in Karamoja region. Due to increased admissions, in order 
to face increased consumption of Ready to Use Therapeutic Food 
(RUTF), UNICEF stocks were mobilized within the region and an 
additional replenishing round conducted for the central 
warehouse.  
 
In addition, there is a reported absenteeism by pupils and teachers 
from school when families and communities move in order to cope 
with limited livelihood options due to prolonged dry conditions and 
general food shortage. It is estimated by Karamoja region District 
stakeholders that up to 40 per cent of children enrolled in schools have missed more than 15 study days during 
the current term. 
 
Initial food distribution by the GoU reportedly reached 38 districts in Karamoja, Teso, Elgon, Central and 
West Nile classified in phase 2 and 3 by the Government Food Security Assessment (January 2017) in various 
partners’ fora. It was recommended that any food aid must be coordinated within the established systems, 
with WFP and OPM.  Specifically, in Karamoja, food aid distribution by the GoU targeted extremely 
vulnerable individuals including those living with HIV and elderly (evidence of this in Amudat District); WFP 
is activating the protective rations for households with MAM cases so that households do not share scarce 
rations during this high level of food insecurity. 
 

Disease outbreaks and Epidemics 
A Malaria upsurge in the ten former Indoor Residual Spraying (IRS) districts in Northern Uganda continues to 
persist, however, a couple of interventions have been employed to address the outbreak, which include the 
Nationwide Long lasting Insecticide Treated nets (LLIN) ‘hang up keep up’ campaign. IRS is being 
implemented and so far five out of 10 former IRS districts have completed spraying households.  
Furthermore, UNICEF partnered with Programme for Accessible Health Communication and Education 
(PACE) to strengthen communication on use of LLIN and promote accountability.  
 
A measles outbreak was reported in Kamwenge district. Out of five samples submitted, four turned out to be 
positive. The country continues to be on high alert for all notifiable diseases through a well-built community 
and health facility surveillance mechanism. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF’s humanitarian support to refugees in Uganda continues to be based on the long term Refugees and 
Host Community Empowerment Framework (ReHoPE). Through the Country Program, UNICEF supports the 
most vulnerable districts, including all refugee hosting districts, to cater for the expansion of routine social 
services in health, nutrition, WASH, education and child protection to reach both refugees and host 
communities. UNICEF employs a systems strengthening approach, building the adaptive and response 
capacity of districts affected by natural hazards and continues to support the government’s emergency 
preparedness and response to mitigate the effects of disease outbreaks. UNICEF utilizes Communication for 
Development (C4D) as a cross-cutting approach to achieving programme results in all sectors. 

 

Table 1: Summary of the increasing 
trends of admissions for OTC/ITC 
across the 7 districts of Karamoja 
from January-March 2017 

District 
Jan 

2017 
Feb 

2017 
Mar 
2017 

Abim 24 62 76 

Amudat 18 12 35 

Kaabong 126 153 248 

Kotido 214 113 297 

Moroto 72 104 117 

Nakapiripirit 109 145 140 

Napak 52 60 90 

 Total 615 649 1003 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
South Sudanese Refugees 
In Bidibidi zone I, the average water per capita is 17 litres per person per day. UNICEF and partner Royal 
Techno completed the drilling of ten additional hand pumps in Bidibidi zone III, of which eight are already 
functional. To eliminate the unsustainable high cost of water trucking, UNICEF is planning to motorize two 
additional high yielding boreholes in zone II by Oxfam and zone III by Water Mission Uganda (WMU). The 
average household latrine coverage in all Bidibidi zones is only 35 per cent. The slow progress is attributed to 
many factors including, low funding, rocky soil formation making pit construction very difficult and big 
numbers of child and women headed families with inadequate capacity to construct their own family latrines. 
A total of 6,630 people or 2,432 households (1,115 adult males; 1,807 adult females; 1,677 boys; 2,031 girls), 
were reached by the hygiene promotion team during the campaigns for Malaria prevention, safe excreta 
disposal, hand washing, safe water chain over the last two weeks. 
 
UNICEF Gulu Zonal Office is maintaining 12 stock prepositioning sites at district and regional hospital stores. 
A total of 1,056 cartons of RUTF, 80 cartons of F100, 177 cartons of F75 and 32 of RESOMAL are in stock for 
distribution to all refugee hosting districts based on need. Indoor residual spraying has been conducted in 
eight of the 10 former IRS districts. Distribution of the LLINs is ongoing. UNICEF is in partnership with PACE 
and the Malaria Consortium to distribute nets and ensure behaviour changes for refugees and host 
communities. An estimated two million nets have been distributed to date.  
 
UNICEF, Concern Worldwide, District Health Teams and other partners continue to support the nutrition 
screening exercise at border entry points. Since January 2017, 54,556 children have been screened for 
malnutrition so far, of which 8,323 have been treated for SAM. All new arrivals are transported and screened 
in the newly established Imvepi reception centre in Arua District. UNICEF and its partner AVSI supports 
health and nutrition services through Lamwo District Local Government. 
 
In Yumbe and Adjumani, World Vision International established peace clubs and conducted child focussed 
discussions with adults and children on various child protection topics including peaceful co-existence and 
the referral pathway, reaching out to over 1,965 (1,067 males and 898 females) community members in April. 
 
The Transcultural Psychosocial Organisation (TPO), with support from UNICEF has continued to reach a 
range of individuals with psychosocial education through sensitization sessions on how different situations 
affect people. Over 2,446 (1,373 males, 1,073 females) community members were reached. 
 
Over 690 cases among South Sudan refugees have received specialised psychosocial support from and 
through referrals to TPO. In the past two months, 53 cases suffering from consequences of sexual abuse have 
been enrolled for cognitive behavioural therapy for trauma. This brings the total to 299 (154 boys and 145 
girls) active cases of children undergoing sessions on behavioural therapy. 
 
UNICEF partners supported 789 South Sudanese children (394 boys and 395 girls) through home visits with 
child protection services. These included separated, unaccompanied and other vulnerable children to assess 
their well-being. At least 344 referrals (162 boys and 182 girls) were made to other service providers for basic 
needs. In addition, through home visits, 77 cases of physical violence were identified (17 cases of child labour, 
12 cases of neglect and 4 sexual violence cases). These were referred to other service providers within the 
settlements. 
 
Over 37,135 (18,490 girls) children are enrolled in early childhood development (ECD) centres across the 
various settlements in West Nile region. Of these, 11,838 (6,003 male and 5,835 female) aged 3-5 years, 
accessed ECD from 30 ECD centres supported by UNICEF and PLAN International in the settlements of 
Yumbe, Adjumani and Arua. These children are under the care of 182 caregivers, 64 of whom have been 
trained for certification in Core Commitments for Children and 118 are now enrolled with the Lodonga Core 
PTC for training in the May holidays.  
 
An orientation training for 88 (64 female, 21 male) newly recruited ECD caregivers in Yumbe and Rhino camps 
was conducted. The oriented caregivers have started parenting groups and have registered up to 540 children 
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below 3 years (326 male and 214 female). They are currently conducting follow up and mobilising parents to 
the centre for the parenting sessions in Ocea settlement. UNICEF and partner PLAN are now conducting 
home visits to support and reinforce good parenting practices. As a result of parenting sessions in Adjumani, 
feeding at ECD centres is now provided by parents. Cooking utensils were provided to six ECD centres in 
Adjumani to support the feeding of children. Parenting sessions were conducted in 15 ECD centres in 
Adjumani reaching a total of 305 parents. 
 
A total of 2,392 learners were enrolled in Accelerated Learning 
Programmes (ALP) in the settlements of Adjumani and Yumbe. 
The 589 adolescents enrolled under War Child Canada (WCC) 
have all been trained in life skills. Out of these, 312 are benefitting 
from the ALP being implemented by WCC in Adjumani (188) and 
Yumbe (124). 60 of them (30 Adjumani & 30 Yumbe), have been 
identified for level three and are registered for sitting Primary 
Leaving Examinations (PLE) this year 2017.  A total of 277 
adolescent under WCC in Adjumani (65), Yumbe (65), Arua (65) 
Kiryandongo (82) have formed peace clubs and are being trained 
and mentored on life. In Adjumani (100 girls) and Rhino camp (75 
girls) totaling to 175 adolescent girls have been trained in income 
generating skills.  
 
Activities such as drama, poetry and songs are also being used by 
all implementing partners, to reach out to the community on 
GBV, HIV/AIDS messages by the adolescent girls. A training of 
adolescent girls on disasters and hazards was also achieved. This 
involved reading story books and learning on the effect of 
disasters.  
 
Communications for Development (C4D): UNICEF continued to support airing of radio spots in different 
dialects (Dinka, Arabic, English, Aringa and Madi) in an effort to mobilize children to go back to school in 
South Sudan refugee hosting districts; as a result, it is expected an increase in enrolment for both formal and 
informal learning. Communities have been mobilised to participate in integrated child health days planned 
for April through radio spot messages. 
 
Burundi and DRC Refugees 
UNICEF and partner Save the Children supported 2,850 children (1,441 boys and 1,409 girls) in eleven Child 
Friendly Spaces in Rwamwanja settlement.  The settlement is still receiving new cases from Congo every two 
weeks with an average of 500-600 individuals including unaccompanied and separated children (UASC). A 
total of 31 UASC were identified with other children at risk. 22 facilitators were maintained, each supporting 
about 130 children on a daily basis 
 
Food Security 
Health and nutrition surveillance for early warning has flagged a deterioration in the trend in the nutrition 
status. UNICEF continues to support this monitoring and in terms of early action is engaged at national level 
in coordination within the National Disaster Risk Management platform and other fora on preparedness and 
response to the effects of the prolonged dry spell. In Karamoja region, UNICEF is coordinating with strategic 
partners in meetings such as District Nutrition Coordination Committees (DNCC) in monitoring and response 
to emerging trends. Districts are being supported to repair or rehabilitate non-functional water coverage. 
 
In order to respond to temporary stock out of nutrition supplies, the District Health Teams in Karamoja 
facilitated the redistribution of supplies provided by UNICEF from well stocked facilities. In addition, the 
online real time End User Monitoring system is keeping the refugees in hosting areas adequately informed 
on the situation of supplies for the response. 
 
 

Caregiver’s reports on children’s 
participation during the reporting 
period include:  

 Positive attitude of girls towards 
the lessons provided 

 Maintenance of proper hygiene 
and sanitation at home 

 Improvements in writing and 
reading 

 Good relationship among 
themselves and their mentors 

 Improvement in sharing of ideas 

 Sharing jokes among themselves 
and mentors 

 Giving impressions without fear 

 Mastering and understanding of 
content of lessons provided.  
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Disease outbreaks and Epidemics 
In order to reduce the incidence of malaria, UNICEF and partner Malaria Consortium continue to support the 
national distribution of 5.2 million Long Lasting Insecticide Treated (LLIN) nets to 27 districts. These nets are 
part of the 24 million nets planned for distribution by the Ministry of Health and other partners. The New 
Cholera Guidelines supported by UNICEF and WHO were endorsed by Ministry of Health and will be utilized 
for planning purposes. This will greatly help to standardize and institutionalize Cholera prevention in all 
districts across the country, which are increasingly vulnerable due to extensive population movements across 
borders, including large numbers of refugees. In response to the measles outbreak, UNICEF team from 
Mbarara Zonal Office and the Fort Portal Regional Hospital are currently supporting the district to develop a 
response plan. 
 

Funding 
UNICEF is grateful to all donors for their contributions to Uganda, including the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF), the Department for International Development (DFID) and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID), whose support to preparedness and response has, in addition to 
UNICEF core resources, supported timely humanitarian action to the renewed influx of refugees from South 
Sudan.  
 
UNICEF’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Uganda amounts to US$ 52.87 million. To 
date a total of $6.7 million has been received, leaving a funding gap of $46.16 million or 87 per cent unfunded. 
With the continued influx of refugees from South Sudan and other humanitarian needs in the country, 
especially food insecurity among others, UNICEF will not be able to meet the needs of children and women 
in humanitarian situation unless more funding is urgently made available. 
 

Funding Status as of April 2017* 

Appeal Sector 
2017 HAC 

Requirement (US$)** 
Funds Available 

(US$) 
Funding gap 

US$ % 

Nutrition 6,700,000 1,039,244 5,660,756 84% 

Health 10,385,000 1,089,975 9,295,025 90% 

Water, sanitation & 
hygiene 

12,210,000 1,730,402 10,479,598 86% 

Child Protection 13,061,000 1,493,407 11,567,593 89% 

Education 9,113,000 1,271,994 7,841,006 86% 

HIV and AIDS 1,401,000 84,896 1,316,104 94% 

Total 52,870,000 6,709,918 46,160,082 87% 
*The requirement for sector coordination costs has been included in sub-costs for Nutrition, Health, WASH, Child Protection, Education and HIV/AIDS 
**Funds available include funding received against the current appeal as well as carry forward funds from the previous year (approximately US$2,968,190 
million).  
 
UNICEF Uganda web page:   www.unicef.org/uganda  
UNICEF Uganda Twitter:   www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda  
UNICEF Uganda Facebook:   www.facebook.com/unicefuganda  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Aida Girma  
Representative,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 417 171 010  
Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Stefano Pizzi 
Chief, Field Coordination 
UNICEF Uganda 
Tel: +256717171450 
Email:  spizzi@unicef.org 

 

 
Boiketho Murima 
Emergency Specialist,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 717171456 
Email: bmurima@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/uganda
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda
http://www.facebook.com/unicefuganda
mailto:%20spizzi@unicef.or
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Annex 1 
2017 SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS (as of 30 April 2017) 

 2017  
Targets 

Cumulative 
Results 

NUTRITION     

Number of children under 5 years admitted for SAM treatment 31,000 8,323* 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months receiving vitamin A supplementation 446,395 42,692 

Number of pregnant women receiving folic acid 345,000 4,621 

EDUCATION   

Number of children  and adolescents accessing formal or informal education 179,800 79,338 

HEALTH   

Number of children aged 6 months to 15 years vaccinated against measles 1,023,000 67,895 

WASH   

Number of people accessing safe water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 530,000 179,987 

Number of people with access to appropriate sanitation facilities 318,000 49,552 

HIV/AIDS   

Number of children/adolescents requiring continuation of ART in humanitarian situation 9,000            424** 

CHILD PROTECTION   

Unaccompanied and/or separated children receiving appropriate alternative care 
services 

32,640 9,411 

*The significant increase of figures from the previous situation report is due to the reconciliation of NGO reporting and database into the Government 
DHSI2, including both refugees and host population in the Refugee Hosting Districts. 
**This figure has not been not updated, pending reconciliation of quarter one databases. 


