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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In August, the number of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers registered 

in Turkey remained relatively static at approximately 3.4 million, with just 

over 4,000 non-Syrians newly registered. More than 3.1 million Syrians 

refugees are under temporary protection in Turkey – including over 1.4 

million children – while the remaining 324,100 are nationals from primarily 

Afghanistan (141,200) and Iraq (137,100).1  

On Turkey’s western border, the number of refugees and migrants on the 

move toward Europe continued to rise, likely as a result of the warm weather 

and calm seas. Nearly 3,700 people arrived in Greece by sea in August – a 64% 

increase over the previous month – an estimated one-third of whom were 

children. An additional 2,670 people were rescued or apprehended in the 

attempt. 

Under the framework of the EU-Turkey Statement, three rounds of returns 

took place in August for 19 people2, bringing the total number of people re-

admitted to Turkey to 1,308 since the Statement came into effect in March 2016.  

                                                        
1 UNHCR, August 2017. Under the framework of the Government of Turkey’s Temporary Protection Regulation (2013), registered Syrian 
refugees are eligible to receive a range of services and assistance, including access to health, education, social assistance, psychological support 
and the labour market. 
2 All adult males primarily from West Africa and South Asia, as well as three Syrian nationals. 
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1,493,000 
# of children affected out of 

3,431,000 
# of people affected 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2017 

 
Syria Crisis: US$ 234.9 million 

 
Refugee and Migrant Crisis in 

Europe: US$ 2.5 million 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 1-31 August 2017  

$131.4

$61.6*

$44.4

Funding Status
in millions of USD

Funds received
Carry-forward amount
Gap

$237.4 
required

* Carry-forward includes significant contributions received 
late in 2016, most of which has already been utilized to date. 

Highlights    
 In preparation for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year, UNICEF and 

partners finalized plans for the Back to School campaign, conducting 

outreach and awareness-raising campaigns, procuring 300,000 school 

kits and establishing 68 early childhood education classrooms. 

 UNICEF expanded implementation of the child protection component 

of the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) Programme to 

nine provinces, reaching over 3,700 children since June 2017. 

 Family and baby hygiene kits were distributed to vulnerable refugee and 

migrant families identified as being on the move in the provinces of 

Adana and Gaziantep, benefitting an estimated 4,300 children. 

@UNICEF Turkey/Karacan 
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Syrian refugee population in Turkey (by province) 

 

 

Estimated Affected Population: 3,431,0473 

 
Registered Syrian refugees Registered non-Syrian refugees 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,652,888 1,454,044 201,806 122,309 3,431,047 

Children Affected (Under 18) 723,915 664,883 55,872 48,532 1,493,202 

Children Under Five 220,592 205,058 13,073 12,350 451,073 

Children Enrolled in Formal 
Education4 

244,549 242,933 24,382 487,482 

Children Out-of-School (est.)5 N/A N/A 380,000 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

 The government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response in-country, and remains the largest provider of aid to Syrians 

under temporary protection, as well as other refugee and migrant groups.  

 The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) supports government efforts to respond to the Syria Crisis within the 

framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), and to the Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe within 

the framework of the Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP). Coordination takes place through the Syria 

Response Group and the Mediterranean Task Force.  

 UNICEF participates actively in all task forces and working groups (WG), providing co-leadership of the Education WG 

and the Child Protection Sub-WG, as well as leadership of the Southeast Turkey Education WG. 

                                                        
3 Unless otherwise noted, data from UNHCR as of August 2017. Due to difficulties in conducting assessments and gathering demographic data on 
other population groups (such as people on the move toward Europe), these figures include only registered Syrians and non-Syrians in Turkey. 
4 Ministry of National Education (MoNE), June 2017. Gender disaggregation for non-Syrian refugee students is currently unavailable. 
5 Out-of-school figures are UNICEF estimates based on the number of school-aged and enrolled children in Turkey, as of June 2017; as a result, 
age and sex disaggregation is currently unavailable. 
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Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF’s work is guided by the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action and the close partnership with the 

Turkish government. Under the framework of the 3RP and the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, UNICEF focuses on four 

priority areas – Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth and Basic Needs – to reach refugee children in camps 

and host communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children. Under the framework of the RMRP – and in complementarity 

with more sustained programming under the 3RP – UNICEF provides targeted, immediate child protection and basic needs 

support to vulnerable children and families on the move toward Europe. The rapid scale-up of services and strengthening 

of existing national systems remains a top priority, with an increased focus on resilience to reflect the protracted and 

complex nature of both the Syria and Refugee and Migrant Crises. Child rights violations by parties to the conflict inside 

Syria continue to be monitored and documented through the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) capacity. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  

In August, UNICEF maintained its focus on strengthening the identification and referral of vulnerable refugee and migrant 

children. In preparation for the upcoming school year, and in close collaboration with the Ministry of Family and Social 

Policies (MoFSP) and the Turkish Red Crescent Society (TRCS), UNICEF expanded implementation of the child protection 

component of the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) Programme. 

Capacity-building workshops for 77 child protection outreach workers were conducted on case management, child rights 

and child protection policies, standard operating procedures and codes of conduct for working in close contact with children. 

Outreach teams are now fully operational in nine provinces6; since the start of the programme in June 2017, over 3,700 

children7  have been identified and assessed, 13% of whom have been referred to specialized services. 

UNICEF also signed a partnership with CARE International to produce, test and roll-out child protection outreach tools and 

trainings in host communities with high numbers of refugee children. The partnership will also commission research on the 

appropriate use of cash-based interventions to address child protection needs, with the aim of strengthening the evidence 

base and inform future programming in this area. 

Education 
For the 2017-2018 school year, UNICEF and partners accelerated preparations for the upcoming Back to School period. 

Together with the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) and NGO partners, key Back to School messages were developed 

for nationwide dissemination, and information sessions were held for over 600 refugee parents and caregivers in three 

provinces8; additional sessions in other provinces are also planned for the first half of September. UNICEF also procured 

300,000 school kits for distribution to refugee and migrant children in Temporary Education Centres (TECs) and Turkish 

public schools in 11 provinces, and 68 early childhood education (ECE) classrooms were established in four provinces, 

benefiting an estimated 1,700 children aged 3-5. 

To help address the problem of absenteeism and dropout at the high school level, UNICEF worked with MoNE to develop 

a School Orientation Programme for all students (Turkish, refugee and migrant) entering the 9th grade in September. The 

programme, to be implemented from 11-20 September in all high schools (including TECs) across the country, will give 

these students a better understanding of what is expected from them, the types of challenges they may face, and how to 

align the learning opportunities available to them with their particular abilities and interests.  

Meanwhile, the results from the Open High Schools exam for Syrian 12th graders in TECs, administered in July with UNICEF 

support, were released in August – of the over 7,700 Syrian students who took the exam, 6,485 (84%) passed.9 These 

                                                        
6 Ankara, Konya, Urfa, Kilis, Istanbul, İzmir, Adana, Mersin and Bursa. 
7 1,802 girls and 1,928 boys. 
8 Kahramanmaraş, Ankara and Istanbul. 
9 3,358 girls, 3,127 boys. 
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children will receive an internationally-recognized certificate issued by the government, which allows them to advance to 

university in Turkey or abroad. 

Adolescent Development and Participation 

In August, UNICEF and NGO partner Save the Children conducted a seven-day training on Adolescents and Youth 

Resilience for 24 technical staff from the Turkish Red Crescent Society. 10  Adolescents and Youth Resilience is an 

internationally recognized psychosocial programme that aims to build key life skills essential for sustaining the resilience, 

protection and well-being of refugee and Turkish girls and boys between the ages of 14 and 20.  

The intensive training focused on building the capacity of TRCS staff to plan and conduct structured psychosocial support 

workshops for refugee adolescents and youth, as well as awareness-raising and counselling sessions for parents and 

caregivers to strengthen parent-to-child communication and bonding. The Adolescents and Youth Resilience programme 

will roll out a pilot phase in October 2017 for refugee and Turkish adolescents and youth living in camps and host 

communities, after which the programme will expand further in 2018. 

Social Protection and Basic Needs 
UNICEF provided specialised support to over 1,800 refugee and migrant children engaged in child labour (primarily seasonal 

agriculture) in eight provinces11 across Turkey, including the provision of access to basic and social services as well as 

educational and psycho-social support. In addition, over 2,500 parents and caregivers of child workers benefited from 

specialized case management and awareness raising sessions aimed at preventing child labour and informing families 

about available social and educational services.  

In response to the increased number of people attempting to journey to Europe, UNICEF partners distributed nearly 2,200 

family and baby hygiene kits to vulnerable refugee and migrant families identified as being on the move in the provinces of 

Adana and Gaziantep, benefitting an estimated nearly 4,300 children. 

Health 

In August, UNICEF delivered 50,000 doses of inactivated polio vaccines (IPV) to the Turkish Ministry of Health (MoH) to 

support the government’s mitigation plan for the recent circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (Cvdpv2) outbreak in 

Syria.12 In response to this outbreak, the MoH has mandated that all travellers to or from Syria be vaccinated against polio, 

and MoH staff are stationed at all official border crossings to administer IPV vaccines as needed.13 

Media and External Communications 

To support World Breastfeeding Week, UNICEF published an online news note entitled “Babies and mothers worldwide 

failed by lack of investment in breastfeeding” and conducted a social media campaign together with renowned Turkish 

journalist Ayşe Arman, garnering a total of 213,000 impressions and engaging over 7,700 people. UNICEF also promoted 

the extension of the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education across social media outlets, engaging nearly 4,000 people.  

Funding 
Funding Requirements as of 12 June 2017 (as defined in the 3RP/RRMRP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap14 

$ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP)15 

Education $193,082,500 $150,299,581 $42,782,919  22% 

Child Protection $33,310,000 $28,019,812  $5,290,188  16% 

Basic Needs $8,000,000 $10,672,395  ($2,672,395)16 -33% 

                                                        
10 16 female and 8 male. 17 youth workers, 1 social worker, 2 centre managers, 3 programme assistants, 1 team leader. 
11 Adana, Ankara, Gaziantep, Istanbul, Izmir, Kayseri, Sanliurfa and Hatay. 
12 As of 6 September, 39 cases of cVDPV2 have been reported in Syria. 
13 Children under the age of 15 receive a Pentavalent/Tetravalent vaccine that also contains IPV. 
14 Funding gaps have changed due to recent allocations and re-phasing of multi-year funds to 2018. 
15 Funds available’ includes funding received against the current appeal, funds being currently allocated among programmatic areas as well as 
carry-forward from the previous year. 
16 Funds reported under Basic Needs also include allocations for interventions in Social Protection related to the Syria Crisis response.  

http://www.unicef.org.tr/basinmerkezidetay.aspx?id=32793&dil=en&d=1
http://www.unicef.org.tr/basinmerkezidetay.aspx?id=32793&dil=en&d=1
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Health & Nutrition $500,000 $526,246  ($26,246) -5% 

Being allocated $3,503,272  

Total $234,892,500 $193,021,324 $41,871,176  18% 

Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe (RRMRP)17 

Child Protection $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 100% 

Basic Needs $500,000 $0 $500,000 100% 

Total $2,500,000 $0 $2,500,000 100% 

 
 

Next SitRep: 20/10/2017 
 
UNICEF Turkey: http://www.unicef.org.tr 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for further 
information: 

 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Neeraj Malhotra 
Emergency Coordinator, a.i. 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 

 
 
  

                                                        
17 Activities within the framework of the RMRP are funded through contributions also earmarked for activities within the 3RP, and reported 
under the latter. 

http://www.unicef.org.tr/
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION (2017 Needs: 1.56 million Syrian refugees, including 1 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-5 years, girls/boys) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education1 22,400  20,000 17,503 0 

# of Syrian children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in formal 
education (grades 1-12)2 412,200 499,843 400,000 499,843 0 

# of children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in non-formal 
and informal education3 110,190  52,000 13,617 448 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) 
receiving incentives 13,000 13,180 13,000 13,180 0 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) trained 35,380  28,500 55,639 0 

CHILD PROTECTION (2017 Needs: 1.23 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (girls/boys) participating in structured, sustained 
child protection or psychosocial support programmes1 124,650 

 

100,000 44,956 4,193 

# of children with protection needs identified and assessed2 80,655 77,000 37,096 7,435 

# of children (girls/boys) who are receiving specialized child 
protection services3 7,700 7,700 20,862 3,867 

# of individuals (government and non-government) trained 
on strengthening GBV prevention and response 8,780 2,120 923 37 

YOUTH 

# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged in 
empowerment programmes1 

230,000  200,000 86,084 42,684 

BASIC NEEDS (2017 Needs: 10.75 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 1.3 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support)1 1,873,600  165,000 167,046 0 

REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CRISIS IN EUROPE 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of frontline workers trained 1,450  200 90 0 

# of children at-risk (including UASC) accessing specialized 
services through screening by mobile outreach teams1 2,500 1,005 2,500 1,780 441 

BASIC NEEDS 

# of children receiving basic relief items¹  37,500 9,628 4,269 

FOOTNOTES 

EDUCATION: 1) For July, there are no additional children enrolled. The total enrolment year to date is 17,503 (8,707 girls and 8,796 boys).  

EDUCATION: 2) 252,735 girls and 247,108 boys. This figure represents the highest enrolment achievement, as of January 2017.  

EDUCATION: 3) 106 boys and 342 girls. The total enrolment year to date is 13,617 (6,119 boys and 7,498 girls). The limited availability of qualified, registered NGOs 
who can support the expansion of programming in host communities, remains a key challenge to achieving programme targets under this indicator. 

EDUCATION: 4) 13,180 represents the highest achieved as of March 2017; the number of teachers actually supported in August was 13,077 (7,035 women, 6,042 men). 

EDUCATION: 5) For July, there is no additional teachers trained. The total teachers trained year to date is 55,639 (31,043 women and 24,596 men). 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) 2,148 girls, 2,045 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 2) 3,499 girls, 3,936 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 3) 1,854 girls, 2,013boys. UNICEF has overachieved under this indicator as a result of expanded capacity of NGO partners and strengthened 
referral pathways for specialized services. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 4) 23 women, 14 men. 

YOUTH: 1) 22,759 girls, 19,925 boys. 40,220 adolescents and youth were reported by the Ministry of Youth and Sports in August covering the period January 2017 
to July 2017 included.  

BASIC NEEDS: 1) Results reported under this indicator are as of January 2017; beneficiaries reached in December 2016 were counted against the 2016 3RP. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) No gender disaggregation available for August 2017. 

BASIC NEEDS: 1) 2,870 children received basic relief items in Gaziantep, 1,399 in Adana. 

  


