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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In September, the number of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers registered 
in Turkey stood at over 3.5 million.1 More than 3.2 million Syrians refugees were 
under temporary protection in Turkey – including over 1.4 million children – 
while the remaining 331,500 were nationals, mainly from Afghanistan and Iraq.2  

Meanwhile, the number of refugees and migrants on the move toward Europe 
continued to rise. Almost 4,900 people arrived in Greece by sea in September – 
a 36% increase from August – an estimated 35% of whom were children. 3 
According to the Turkish Coast Guard Command, some 3,400 people were 
rescued or apprehended at sea, and at least 24 people (including a 3-year-old 
boy and 9-year-old girl) lost their lives.4 Anecdotal observations from UNICEF 
partners attribute the increased migration in part to favourable weather 
conditions as well as the opening of new smuggling routes via the Black Sea.  

Under the framework of the EU-Turkey Statement, three rounds of returns 
took place for 29 people5, bringing the total number of re-admissions since the 
Statement came into effect in March 2016 to 1,337. 

                                                        
1 Monthly increases in registered refugees are a result of an ongoing campaign by the Government of Turkey (GoT) and UNHCR to clear back-
logged caseloads and re-verify statuses, rather than an influx of new refugees into Turkey.  
2 UNHCR, September 2017. Under the framework of the Temporary Protection Regulation (2013), registered Syrians are eligible to receive a 
range of services and assistance, including health care, education, social assistance, psychological support and access to the labour market. 
3 UNHCR, September 2017. 
4 Turkish Coast Guard Command, September 2017. 
5 All adult single males primarily from West Africa and South Asia, as well as seven Syrian nationals. 
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Syria Crisis: US$ 234.9 million 

 
Refugee and Migrant Crisis in 

Europe: US$ 2.5 million 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 1-30 September 2017  

$132.3
$66.2*

$38.9

Funding Status
in millions of USD

Funds received
Carry-forward amount
Gap

$237.4 
required

* Carry-forward includes significant contributions received 
late in 2016, most of which has already been utilized to date. 

Highlights    
 Over 588,500 Syrian children were enrolled in temporary education 

centres (TECs) and Turkish public schools across the country as of end 
September, representing a 23% increase compared to September 2016. 

 More than 64,500 refugee children received a conditional cash transfer 
for education (CCTE) payment in September, bringing the total number 
of children benefitting from the CCTE to over 136,500.  

 Family and baby hygiene kits were distributed to vulnerable refugee and 
migrant families identified as being on the move in the provinces of 
Adana and Gaziantep, benefitting nearly 1,500 children. 
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Syrian refugee population in Turkey (by province) 

 
  

Estimated Affected Population: 3,431,0476 

 
Registered Syrian refugees Registered non-Syrian refugees 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,706,726 1,501,405 205,699 125,788 3,539,618 

Children Affected (Under 18) 747,495 686,540 57,989 50,304 1,542,328 

Children Under Five 227,777 211,737 13,605 12,831 465,950 

Children Enrolled in Formal 
Education7 

N/A N/A N/A 588,562 

Children Out-of-School (est.)8 N/A N/A 390,000 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

 The government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response in-country, and remains the largest provider of aid to Syrians 
under temporary protection, as well as other refugee and migrant groups.  

 The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) supports government efforts to respond to the Syria Crisis within the 
framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), and to the Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe within 
the framework of the Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP). Coordination takes place through the Syria 
Response Group and the Mediterranean Task Force.  

 UNICEF participates actively in all task forces and working groups (WG), providing co-leadership of the Education WG 
and the Child Protection Sub-WG, as well as co-leadership of the Southeast Turkey Education WG. 

                                                        
6 Unless otherwise noted, data from UNHCR as of September 2017. Due to difficulties in conducting assessments and gathering demographic data 
on other population groups (such as people on the move toward Europe), these figures include only registered Syrians and non-Syrians in Turkey. 
7 Ministry of National Education (MoNE), September 2017. Registration for the 2017-2018 academic year is still ongoing and will be completed 
in October, after which final enrolment data (including gender disaggregation) will be available. 
8 UNICEF estimates based on the number of school-aged and enrolled refugee children in Turkey, as of September 2017. 
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Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s work is guided by the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action and its close partnership with the 
Turkish government. Under the framework of the 3RP and the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, UNICEF focuses on four 
priority areas – Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth, and Basic Needs – to reach refugee children in camps 
and host communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children. Under the framework of the RMRP – and in complementarity 
with more sustained programming under the 3RP – UNICEF provides targeted, immediate child protection and basic needs 
support to vulnerable children and families on the move toward Europe. The rapid scale-up of services and strengthening 
of existing national systems remains a top priority, with an increased focus on resilience to reflect the protracted and 
complex nature of both the Syria and Refugee and Migrant Crises. Child rights violations by parties to the conflict inside 
Syria continue to be monitored and documented through the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) capacity. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  
In September, UNICEF focused on strengthening case management and expanding access to justice and redress 
mechanisms for refugee and migrant children in Turkey, with the aim of having standard operating procedures for case 
management of refugee and migrant children across all UNICEF-supported protection spaces. 

UNICEF provided training on the management of child rights cases for over 30 experts 9  from the Ombudsperson’s 
Institution of Turkey (OIT), with a specific focus on refugee children in Turkey. Child protection-focused trainings will 
continue on a monthly basis throughout 2017.  

UNICEF also expanded its pilot programme to prevent and address child marriage to the municipality of Kilis, located in 
southeast Turkey near the border of Syria. UNICEF organized a five-day training for 40 key stakeholders10 focused on 
understanding the root causes of child marriage and its consequences, as well as case management practices for individual 
cases of child marriage. In turn, the trainees will give similar sessions to approximately 2,000 local service providers and 
community leaders11 over the coming months. 

Finally, under the child protection component of UNICEF’s Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE), over 3,100 
children in eight provinces12 were identified by outreach teams as having protection needs and referred to specialized 
services for additional support. 

Education 
In September, UNICEF worked closely with the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) to prepare for the new 2017-2018 
school year, which began on 18 September. According to the MoNE, as of end September over 588,500 Syrian refugee 
children were enrolled in temporary education centres (TECs) and Turkish public schools across the country - a 23% increase 
compared to 2016. 13 Nevertheless, an estimated 390,000 children remain out of school and efforts continue to increase 
their enrolment and provide access to quality, inclusive educational opportunities. 

UNICEF procured one million Turkish-language textbooks and distribution is underway to some 500,000 Syrian refugee 
students in 32 provinces. UNICEF also established and furnished 149 container classrooms in 12 provinces for pre-primary 
education, ensuring child-friendly and age-appropriate learning spaces for up to 14,900 refugee children. 

Also in September, UNICEF and MoNE conducted a third round of needs-based training for approximately 13,000 Syrian 
volunteer teachers in 21 provinces, with a focus on individualized instruction, instructional technology and special teaching 

                                                        
9 No gender disaggregation available this month. 
10 21 women, 19 men. A total of 963 individuals from government and NGO partners have been trained to date in 2017. 
11 Including teachers, social workers, and religious and community leaders. 
12 Adana, Ankara, Bursa, Istanbul, Izmir, Konya, Mersin, and Sanliurfa. 
13 273,515 in TECs and 315,047 in Turkish public schools. Registration for the 2017-2018 academic year is still ongoing and will be completed 
in October, after which enrolment data will be updated. 
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methods and classroom management, as well as an orientation on the Turkish education system. A second round of 
training was also launched at the end of September for almost 65,000 Turkish teachers working with Syrian students, with 
an emphasis on inclusive education and the specific needs of refugee children. 

Adolescent Development and Participation 
In September, UNICEF began a thorough review and analysis of its adolescent development and participation programme, 
using the lessons learned over the past two years to develop a new strategy aimed at more effectively engaging Syrian and 
Turkish adolescent and youth. The new strategy is expected to be finalized and rolled out by end year. 

Also in September, UNICEF conducted a two-day training for 61 key officials14 from the municipality of Kilis to enhance 
their knowledge of relevant child rights issues and strengthen adolescent engagement opportunities at the local level. A 
follow-up session will be organized in December 2017. 

In addition, UNICEF focused on strengthening the quality of trainings and peer-to-peer sessions provided to Syrian and 
Turkish adolescents and youth. An interactive training kit was developed to provide trainers with new tools – including a 
customized board game – to engage and inform adolescents and youth on issues such as child rights, conflict resolution 
and social cohesion. The kits are currently being tested and refined, with the aim of distributing 3,000 in November 2017. 

Social Protection and Basic Needs 
In September, over 89,000 refugee children benefitted from a conditional cash transfer for education (CCTE) payment for 
attending school regularly in preceding months – a nearly 24 per cent increase in beneficiaries over the previous payment 
in July. These children also received a supplemental "back to school" payment15 to help meet additional expenses that tend 
to accompany the beginning of a new school term. An additional 47,500 refugee children received the 100 TL “back to 
school” payment, bringing the total number of children benefiting from the CCTE in September to over 136,500.  16  

Approximately 80 per cent of children receiving the CCTE in September also benefitted from the Emergency Social Safety 
Net (ESSN) programme, which provides cash assistance to families to cover basic needs, demonstrating that the 
complementarity of the two programmes continues to work as intended.  

Meanwhile, UNICEF partners distributed 460 family and baby hygiene kits to vulnerable refugee and migrant families 
identified as being on the move in the provinces of Adana and Gaziantep, benefitting nearly 1,500 children. 

Health 
In September, UNICEF worked closely with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the World Health Organization (WHO) to 
prepare for a third vaccination campaign for all refugee children, scheduled for November 2017. According to analysis of 
data gathered from the first two campaigns in March and May 2017, approximately one out of every 3 refugee children was 
in need of at least one dose of routine vaccinations. As with the previous campaigns, UNICEF will take the lead on 
communication for development (C4D) and awareness raising among and between the refugee and host communities.  

Media and External Communications 
More than 200 participants gathered in Ankara on 21 September for the launch of UNICEF’s Inclusive Early Childhood 
Education for Children with Disabilities Project. In partnership with MoNE, UNICEF aims to increase access to quality, 
inclusive pre-primary education for children with disabilities (CwD) in select provinces17 across Turkey. To raise awareness 
of the initiative and launch event, UNICEF conducted a social media campaign (hashtag #inclusiveeducation), engaging 
over 3,700 people. A human interest story, entitled Inclusive Early Childhood Education for Children with Disabilities in 
Turkey, was also published on UNICEF’s website. In addition, UNICEF participated in three global social media campaigns 
throughout September: Harrowing Journeys, Education Uprooted and Early Moments Matter.  

  

                                                        
14 Including social workers, outreach teams, teachers and municipal administrators. 
15 Valued at 100 Turkish Lira or US $28. 
16 68,810 girls and 67,713 boys. 
17 Antalya, Bursa, Konya, Izmir, Gaziantep and Samsun. 
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Funding 
Funding Requirements as of 15 October 2017 (as defined in the 3RP/RRMRP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available 
Funding gap18 

$ % 
Syria Crisis (3RP)19 

Education $193,082,500 $151,236,145 $41,846,355  22% 

Child Protection $33,310,000 $28,019,829  $5,290,171  16% 

Basic Needs $8,000,000 $10,672,395  ($2,672,395)20 -33% 

Health & Nutrition $500,000 $526,246  ($26,246) -5% 

Being allocated $8,064,127  

Total $234,892,500 $198,518,742 $36,373,758 15% 

Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe (RRMRP)21 

Child Protection $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 100% 

Basic Needs $500,000 $0 $500,000 100% 

Total $2,500,000 $0 $2,500,000 100% 
 
 

Next SitRep: 20/11/2017 
 
UNICEF Turkey: http://www.unicef.org.tr 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 

Whom to contact for further 
information: 
 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Dragan Markovic 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: dmarkovic@unicef.org 

 
 
  

                                                        
18 Funding gaps have changed due to recent allocations and re-phasing of multi-year funds to 2018. 
19 Funds available’ includes funding received against the current appeal, funds being currently allocated among programmatic areas as well as 
carry-forward from the previous year. 
20 Funds reported under Basic Needs also include allocations for interventions in Social Protection related to the Syria Crisis response.  
21 Activities within the framework of the RMRP are funded through contributions also earmarked for activities within the 3RP, and reported 
under the latter. 
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION (2017 Needs: 1.56 million Syrian refugees, including 1 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of children (3-5 years, girls/boys) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education1 22,400  20,000 32,403 14,900 

# of Syrian children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in formal 
education (grades 1-12)2 412,200 588,562 400,000 588,562 88,719 

# of children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in non-formal 
and informal education3 110,190  52,000 13,997 380 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) 
receiving incentives4 13,000 13,180 13,000 13,180 0 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) trained5 35,380  28,500 55,639 0 
CHILD PROTECTION (2017 Needs: 1.23 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of children (girls/boys) participating in structured, sustained 
child protection or psychosocial support programmes1 124,650 

 

100,000 48,379 3,423 

# of children with protection needs identified and assessed2 80,655 77,000 42,853 5,757 
# of children (girls/boys) who are receiving specialized child 
protection services3 7,700 7,700 23,406 2,544 

# of individuals (government and non-government) trained 
on strengthening GBV prevention and response 8,780 2,120 963 40 

YOUTH 
# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged in 
empowerment programmes1 

230,000  200,000 88,803 2,719 

BASIC NEEDS (2017 Needs: 10.75 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 1.3 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support)1 1,873,600  165,000 167,046 0 

REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CRISIS IN EUROPE 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

CHILD PROTECTION 
# of frontline workers trained 1,450  200 90 0 
# of children at-risk (including UASC) accessing specialized 
services through screening by mobile outreach teams1 2,500 1,005 2,500 2,320 540 

BASIC NEEDS 
# of children receiving basic relief items¹  37,500 11,098 1,470 
FOOTNOTES 
EDUCATION: 1) For September, the preliminary data indicates that there are 14,900 additional children enrolled. The total enrolment year to date is 32,403. This 
number may change once final data is verified and will be updated accordingly. 
EDUCATION: 2) Gender disaggregation is not yet available and will be reported next month after the registration period concludes. This figure includes Syrian 
students registered in pre-primary, open schools and apprenticeship education. Overachievement in this indicator is a result of increased absorption of Syrian students 
in TECs and Turkish public schools. 
EDUCATION: 3) 176 boys and 204 girls. The total enrolment year to date is 13,997 (6,295 boys and 7,702 girls). The limited availability of qualified, registered NGOs 
who can support the expansion of programming in host communities, remains a key challenge to achieving programme targets under this indicator. 
EDUCATION: 4) 13,180 represents the highest achieved as of March 2017; the number of teachers actually supported in September was 12,942 (6,957 women, 5,985 
men). 
EDUCATION: 5) The Syrian volunteer teachers trained September are the same who received the first two needs-based trainings, and thus are not reported as new 
beneficiaries. The total teachers trained year to date remains 55,639 (31,043 women and 24,596 men). Overachievement in this indicator is a result of additional 
trainings provided for Syrian volunteer and Turkish teachers and education personnel to meet the needs of Syrian students in formal education.  
CHILD PROTECTION: 1) 1,770 girls, 1,653 boys 

CHILD PROTECTION: 2) 3,029 girls, 2,728 boys 
CHILD PROTECTION: 3) 1,254 girls, 1,290 boys. UNICEF has overachieved under this indicator as a result of expanded capacity of NGO partners and strengthened 
referral pathways for specialized services. 
CHILD PROTECTION: 4) 21 women, 19 men 

YOUTH: 1) 1,759 girls, 960 boys  

BASIC NEEDS: 1) Results reported under this indicator are as of January 2017; beneficiaries reached in December 2016 were counted against the 2016 3RP. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) No gender disaggregation available for September 2017. 

BASIC NEEDS: 1) 2,870 children received basic relief items in Gaziantep, 1,399 in Adana. 


