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Estimated Affected Population: 3,981,8731 

 
Registered Syrians Registered non-Syrians 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,956,459 1,657,185 231,569 136,660 3,981,873 

Children Affected (Under 18) 820,297 755,252 63,771 55,895 1,695,215 

Children Under Five 269,013 251,136 15,718 14,903 550,770 

Children Enrolled in Formal Education2 326,573 316,485 56,701 643,058 

Children Out-of-School (est.)3 N/A N/A 400,000 

                                                        
1 Source: Directorate General for Migration Management (DGMM) and UNHCR, June 2019. The number of Syrian refugees has decreased compared to last month due 
to ongoing review and cleaning of registration rolls. Non-Syrian refugee/asylum-seeker population is as of October 2018. 
2 Source: Ministry of National Education (MoNE), May 2019. Registration for refugee children remains open throughout the school year. 
3 UNICEF projection based on the estimated number of school-aged and enrolled refugee children in Turkey, January 2019. 

Highlights 
 In May, 399,024 children received payment from Conditional Cash 

Transfer for Education Programme for Refugees (CCTE). The total 
number of refugee children who have received CCTE payment since May 
2017 reached 511,453, including 2,075 children enrolled in the 
Accelerated Learning Programme.  

 As part of the Non-Formal Education Programme, 443 children were 
newly enrolled in Turkish Language Courses and 701 children were 
enrolled in the Accelerated Learning Programme. These programmes 
aim to facilitate refugee children’s integration into their local 
communities and at Turkish public schools.  

 50 technical staff from the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services 
were recruited and trained on child protection and case management 
under the Social Service Centres Support Programme, which aims to 
identify and refer 12,000 vulnerable children in 12 provinces by end year. 

 UNICEF Turkey is 57 per cent funded (as of 15 June 2019) under the 2019 
3RP appeal (including carry-over from 2018), with US $28.4 million 
received in 2019 against the $239.7 million appeal. 

As of 31 May 2019 SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

$28.4
(12%)

$108.3
(45%)

$103
(43%)

Funds received Carry-forward amount Gap

$239.7 
required

© UNICEF/Ozseven 
 

1,695,215 
children affected out of 

3,981,873 
people affected 

 

UNICEF 2019 Appeal 

US $239.7 million 
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Turkey remains home to the largest registered refugee population in the world. Four million refugees and asylum-seekers 
are registered in Turkey, of whom nearly 1.7 million are children. More than 3.6 million Syrians – including over 1.5 million 
children – are under temporary protection, 96 per cent of whom live in host communities across the country. Turkey also 
hosts a sizable community of non-Syrian refugees and asylum-seekers of almost 370,000 (primarily from Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Iran), including some 120,000 children.4  

In addition, Turkey remains a transit country for unregistered refugees and migrants on the move. In March, over 1,900 
refugees and migrants made the dangerous journey by sea from Turkey to Greece and over 1,250 crossed by land; an 
additional 1,150 people were rescued or apprehended at sea or on land by Turkish authorities. 5  Of those who have 
successfully crossed so far in 2019, approximately 40 per cent are believed to be children.  

Syrian refugee population in Turkey by province 

 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  
UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services (MoFLSS) and other partners to strengthen 
national child protection systems with the aim to expand the coverage and quality of services for vulnerable children across 
the continuum of care. Efforts were initiated to support the MoFLSS to strengthen the Foster Care System in Turkey 
through the development of new service models, including Temporary Foster Care and specialized foster care options for 
children with disabilities, and training programmes for technical personnel and foster families.  

In May, the Southeast Turkey Child Protection Sub-Working Group conducted a psychosocial support (PSS) survey in 
collaboration with the Mental Health and Psycho-Social Support (MHPSS) Sub-Working Group to assess capacities within 
the sector to provide child-focused MHPSS services and identify gaps to be addressed to strengthen the quality of child-
focused mental health and psycho-social care services in Southeast Turkey. The analysis revealed that gaps remain in 
assessing and evaluating the effectiveness of PSS programmes in promoting and achieving the psycho-social well-being of 

                                                        
4 Source: Directorate General for Migration Management (DGMM) and UNHCR, April 2019. Non-Syrian refugee/asylum-seeker population is as of October 2018.  
5 Source: UNHCR and the Turkish Coast Guard, March 2019. 
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children across core domains. A workshop will be organized with key stakeholders to define strategies and actions for 
further improving the quality of services. 

Education 
UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) and partners to increase access and coverage to 
formal and non-formal education, improve education quality and inclusiveness, and support the retention of refugee 
children in Turkey, while also supporting the educational needs of vulnerable Turkish and other children.  

In May, a Remedial Education Programme (REP) workshop was conducted in Istanbul with the participation of 70 teachers, 
school administrators, provincial directors, MoNE staff and academics. The purpose was to finalize materials6 based on the 
monitoring results of nationwide REP implementation during the 2018-2019 school year. The revised programme will be 
implemented across Turkey during the 2019-2020 academic year, targeting grade 3 level learners. 

As part of the Non-Formal Education Programme, as of May 2019, UNICEF and partners reached 7,145 children through 
Turkish Language Courses – an increase of 443 children7 over the previous month. In addition, 701 children8 were registered 
for the Accelerated Learning Programme (ALP), bringing the cumulative enrolment since the ALP’s launch in May 2018 to 
10,4539 children. Out of this number, a total of 3,851 have been referred to Turkish public schools. 

UNICEF is partnering with MoNE Secondary Education Directorate General and the Turkish Red Crescent to implement a 
‘Protective Learning Environment Programme (PLEP)’. A five-day content workshop, held in Ankara with 35 participants, 
(to minimize vulnerabilities and disaster risks in schools) was organized to support this work.  

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP) 
Under the framework of the No Lost Generation Initiative, UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
(MoYS), MoFLSS and NGO partners to address the needs of Syrian adolescents and youth by expanding opportunities for 
meaningful engagement, empowerment and life skills education.  

UNICEF also provided technical support to İzmir Economy University during a “dialogue week” (an inaugural event that 
promotes inter-cultural youth dialogue involving Turkish, non-Turkish and refugee youth) The youth discussed issues 
ranging from living in harmony, building friendship beyond cultures and jointly contributing to their communities. The 
Turkish Red Crescent Committee (TRC) facilitated the participation of refugee children who made contributions to the 
discussions. As part of the event, a youth workshop was organized with the participation of 100 young people from different 
countries.  

In addition, as part of a series of activities to promote youth engagement on child rights, UNICEF also supported youth 
engagement on the 30th anniversary of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, resulting in 213 youth signing the online 
petition for ‘For every child, every right’. In partnership with Kilis University, 28 youth university volunteers, adolescents 
and academicians came together in Gaziantep to evaluate the community engagement for social cohesion initiative and 
identify standards for future activities.  UNICEF supported the review, facilitating key sessions and advocating for more 
coordinated actions among the participants. The review resolved to enhance coordination among actors and to broaden 
the reach of activities to still-underserved areas of the city.  

Social Protection 
In May, 399,024 refugee children received a payment from the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education Programme for 
Refugees (CCTE), bringing the total number of children who have received a CCTE payment since the programme’s launch 
in May 2017 to 511,45310, including 2,075 children enrolled in the ALP.  

                                                        
6 Mathematics and Turkish activity books, evaluation tools for children, guidebooks for teachers, psychosocial support guidebook, e-school module, and e-school 
module user manual. 
7 213 girls, 230 boys. 
8 334 girls, 367 boys. 
9 4,876 girls and 5,577 boys 
10 256,389 Boys and 255,064 Girls. 
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UNICEF’S NGO partner ‘Support to Life’ also provided targeted PSS to 18711 children engaged in (or at risk of) child labour 
in refugee-dense cities including Adana, Şanlıurfa, Hatay, and Diyarbakır; the total number of beneficiaries reached by this 
programme in 2018 is 64712.  In addition, 559 children and 93 parents received child labour and protection related services, 
bringing the total number of beneficiaries of the programme to 8,35213 children and 2,89714 parents. 

At ‘My House’ Child Support Centre in İzmit, 915 children working on the streets were identified and assessed and 4,216 
children received child protection services. Since April 2018, more than 61017 children have been supported by the Centre, 
and 32618 referred to protection and education services.  

Basic Needs 
UNICEF and partners coordinate closely with local authorities to provide one-off, seasonal cash-based assistance to the 
most vulnerable Syrian refugee as well as vulnerable local families and children. By end May, UNICEF and partners have 
reached a total of 10,288 households with cash-based assistance, providing support to a total of 50,932 people, including 
23,276 children in Hatay, Diyarbakir and Batman provinces.  

Media and External Communications 
On Mother’s Day, UNICEF broadcasted an Instagram Live session with Good Will Ambassador Tuba Büyüküstün to spread 
UNICEF’s global key messages on positive parenting and draw on the emotions of mothering moments. “Dreams of the 
Future” photography exhibition by Syrian and Turkish youth, was inaugurated in Paris in May which saw participation from 
the Turkish government, the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the European Commission (ECHO), and 
UNICEF. The exhibition demonstrates the positive impact of education, social engagement and social cohesion for young 
people. The inauguration was promoted through teaser videos , social media posts and a press release. Awareness-raising 
campaign IChooseEducation, realized in cooperation between UNICEF and ECHO, was conducted through billboards in 
popular locations in Paris and Bucharest and on social media.  

Funding 
In May, UNICEF Turkey has not received any new funding under the framework of the 2019 3RP. Thus, the humanitarian 
response is still facing a 43% funding gap, with the majority of funds in hand being heavily earmarked. Allocation of limited 
available funding is performed at gradual manner to ensure maximum efficiency of funds' utilisation while targeting the 
most vulnerable children. Without additional flexible funding, particularly in the areas of education and child protection, 
the quality and coverage of essential services will be affected for tens of thousands of vulnerable refugee and Turkish 
children – leaving them at higher risk of school drop-out, exploitation and abuse. 

Funding Requirements as of 09 April 2019 (as defined in the 2019 3RP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Received Carry-forward $ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP) 

Education $203,671,573 6,194,050  92,634,829  104,842,693  51% 

Child Protection $32,000,000 10,088,004  15,201,692 6,710,304 21% 

Basic Needs $3,000,000 684,279 404,775 1,910,946 64% 

Health & Nutrition $1,000,000 251,230  35,922 712,848 71% 

Being allocated  11,146,722  (11,146,122)  

Total $239,671,573 28,364,286 108,277,218 103,030,069  43% 

                                                        
11 97 Boys, 90 Girls. 
12 320 Turkish, 327 Syrian; 327 Boys, 320 Girls. 
13 4484 Syrians, 3868 Non-Syrians, 4593 Boys, 3759 Girls. 
14 2236 Syrians, 661 Non-Syrians, 497 Male, 2400 Female. 
15 5 Turkish, 4 Syrian; 3 Boys, 6 Girls. 
16 35 Turkish, 7 Syrian; 21 Boys, 21 Girls. 
17 436 Turkish, 182 Syrian; 356 Boys, 262 Girls. 
18 249 Turkish, 77 Syrian; 168 Boys, 158 Girls. 
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Next SitRep: 20/06/2019 
 
UNICEF Turkey:  
https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/ 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for further 
information: 
 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Neeraj Malhotra 
Monitoring & Reporting Specialist 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results* 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results* 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million  Syrian refugee children) 
# of children (3-5 years) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education 59,280 N/A 42,000 37,2051 -417 

# of children enrolled in formal education (pre-primary - 
grade 12) 615,000 648,592 615,000 648,5922 0 

# of children enrolled in accredited non-formal 
education 91,278 N/A 60,000 8,3143 871 

# of Syrian teachers and other education personnel 
receiving incentives 13,000 12,593 13,000 12,5934 0 

# of teachers and other education personnel trained 57,799 N/A 54,400 05 0 
# of refugee children benefiting from the conditional 
cash transfer for education 

450,000 N/A 450,000 511,4536 16,833 

CHILD PROTECTION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of individuals (men, women and children) benefitting 
from child protection services in camps and host 
communities 

606,160 194,621 150,000 96,6161 
 

11,996 
 

# of children participating in structured, sustained child 
protection or psychosocial support programmes 

74,900 N/A 60,000 66,7972 1,539 

# of children assessed for protection needs 121,063 N/A 77,000 38,6933 3,806 
# of children who are referred to specialized services 36,186 N/A 25,000 17,7524 2,393 
ADOLESCENTS & YOUTH (2019 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged 
in empowerment programmes 

112,220 59,735 100,000 55,5121 11,843 

BASIC NEEDS (2019 Needs: 11.7 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 4 million children) 
# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support) 1,752,950 N/A 60,000 50,9321 24,510 

HEALTH (2018 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of Syrian health care providers (women/men) trained 1,650 N/A 1,400 0¹ 0 
* Results are cumulative January-May 2019. 
EDUCATION 1: 18,258 girls and 18,947 boys. This result includes formal, community- and home-based ECE beneficiaries. The reduction in cumulative results 
compared to last month is due to a data review and verification exercise. 
EDUCATION 2: This reflects the highest enrolment figures for 2019 and includes 32,103 pre-primary students 5 years and up as well as 56,191 Iraqi students. Enrolment 
as of May 2019 was 643,058 (316,485 girls, 326,573 boys). In light of the high enrolment achieved to date, UNICEF and MoNE have agreed to revise the target at mid-
year. 
EDUCATION 3: 3,957 girls and 4,357 boys.  

EDUCATION 4: 12,593 (6,698 women, 5895 men) represents the highest number of education personnel supported in 2019; the number supported in May was 12,507 
(6,648 women, 5,859 men).  
EDUCATION 5:  UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoNE to plan and schedule teacher trainings for 2019. 

EDUCATION 6: 255,064 girls and 256,389 boys. CCTE result represents a cumulative number of children receiving the CCTE cash-assistance. Overachievement is due 
to a larger than anticipated increase in the number of refugee children enrolled in formal education; UNICEF and the Government of Turkey are in discussions to revise 
the target accordingly. 

CHILD PROTECTION 1: 6,283 girls and 5,713 boys. 
CHILD PROTECTION 2: 766 girls and 773 boys. (strengthening of the CP systems in Turkey (including case management) have contributed to greater coverage and 
access to PSS programmes) 
CHILD PROTECTION 3: 1,786 girls and 2,020 boys. 
CHILD PROTECTION 4: 1,316 girls and 1,077 boys. The high achievement to date is due to strengthened case management mechanisms and systems by partners, 
which has allowed for greater reach.  
ADAP 1: 6,272 girls and 5,571 boys. 
BASIC NEEDS 1: Results are for the current 2018-2019 winter season.  

HEALTH 1: UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoH and WHO to plan and schedule trainings. 

  


